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The Northeastern lllinois Regional
Greenways and Trails Plan 1 2009 Update

AVision of continuous greenway and trail corridors
A Conceptual
ALinked across jurisdictions

AProvides scenic beauty, natural habitat,
recreational opportunities, and transportation uses

ALong-term, with a horizon year of 2040.

AUpdate of 1992 plan; last update in 1997
(subsequently adopted as legacy plan by CMAP)
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What Are Greenways?

AConceptual corridors of natural landscape elements
AVarying width, depending on context

ALand-based (e.g., and abandoned RR ROW) or
water-based (streams or shores)

A Public and/or private property
ASome greenways include recreational elements

ASome greenways are strictly for environmental
protection
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Purposes of Greenways

AProtect natural and cultural resources
AProvide recreational opportunities
Almprove and sustain hydrological functions

AEnhance natural beauty and the quality of life in our
neighborhoods and communities.
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Regional Trails

AMulti-jurisdictional facilities on conceptual
alignments

A Offer recreational opportunities, transportation uses
AEmphasis is off-road facilities

AVariety of facility types for cycling, walking,
paddling, roller blading, equestrians, and cross-
country skiing

A Connectivity and synergy with greenways
A Consistent with local and county plans.
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Regional Trails Element

2,700-mile-
long system

Nearly 1,000
miles built as
of May, 2009
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