
1 

 

 
  



2 

 

Table of Contents   

INDEX OF TABLES ..................................................................................................................... 7 

CHAPTER 1   INTRODUCTION ............................................................................................... 8 

Background .............................................................................................................................................. 8 

State Planning. ........................................................................................................................................... 8 

Regional Planning. .................................................................................................................................... 11 

Northeastern Illinois Regional Water Supply Planning Group ................................................................ 14 

Purpose .................................................................................................................................................. 17 

CHAPTER 2   FRAMEWORK FOR REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY PLANNING AND 

MANAGEMENT ........................................................................................................................ 21 

Planning Paradigms ............................................................................................................................... 21 

Adaptive Management. ........................................................................................................................... 21 

Sustainability. ........................................................................................................................................... 23 

Planning and Management in the Region Today .................................................................................... 26 

Lake Michigan Service Region. ................................................................................................................. 26 

Groundwater Dependent Users. .............................................................................................................. 29 

Inland Surface Water Dependent Users. .................................................................................................. 31 

Drought Planning and Management. ....................................................................................................... 31 

Great Lakes Compact. .............................................................................................................................. 34 

Other Laws: Water Authorities Act. ......................................................................................................... 36 

Water Rates in Northeastern Illinois ...................................................................................................... 38 

How Much Water is Currently Being Used? ............................................................................................ 47 

Illinois Water Inventory Program. ............................................................................................................ 47 

Regional Water Demand Scenarios for NE IL: 2005-2050. ....................................................................... 48 

How Much Water Will be Needed in the Future? ................................................................................... 52 

Future Water Availability ....................................................................................................................... 59 

Climate Variability and Change. ............................................................................................................... 59 

Surface Water: Variability and Change. ................................................................................................... 63 

Summary of Regional Groundwater Modeling Study. ............................................................................. 64 

Water Quality and Aquatic Ecosystems .................................................................................................. 68 

Water Quality Considerations. ................................................................................................................. 68 



3 

 

Wetlands/Riparian Area Protection. ........................................................................................................ 77 

Instream-Flow Protection. ....................................................................................................................... 80 

CHAPTER 3   LAND AND WATER ....................................................................................... 89 

Relationship between Land Use Decisions and Water Resources ........................................................... 89 

The Impact of Land-Use Decisions on Water Resources ......................................................................... 91 

Towards Integration .............................................................................................................................. 98 

Programs/Tools for Integration.............................................................................................................. 98 

Regional Approach: .................................................................................................................................. 98 

Local Planning Technical Assistance Act .............................................................................................. 98 

Water Revolving Funds ........................................................................................................................ 99 

Developments of Regional Importance (DRI) .................................................................................... 100 

GO TO 2040 ........................................................................................................................................ 101 

Section 208 Planning ......................................................................................................................... 102 

Recharge Areas .................................................................................................................................. 106 

Stormwater Retention ....................................................................................................................... 107 

Conservation Design .......................................................................................................................... 109 

Lake Michigan Service Region Approach ............................................................................................... 112 

Stormwater Retention ....................................................................................................................... 112 

Add New Lake Michigan Permittees within the Service Region ........................................................ 113 

Proactive IDNR/OWR/LMMS Conservation Efforts ........................................................................... 113 

Groundwater-Dependent Subregion ..................................................................................................... 114 

Water Use Act of 1983 ....................................................................................................................... 114 

Stormwater Retention ....................................................................................................................... 115 

Inland Rivers ........................................................................................................................................... 116 

Watershed Planning .......................................................................................................................... 116 

Stormwater Retention ....................................................................................................................... 117 

Innovations............................................................................................................................................. 118 

Zero Water Footprint ......................................................................................................................... 118 

CHAPTER 4   ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS FOR REGIONAL WATER 

SUPPLY PLANNING/MANAGEMENT ............................................................................... 122  

Planning Framework ............................................................................................................................ 122 

Managing the Use of Water ................................................................................................................. 125 

Water-use Conservation. ....................................................................................................................... 125 

1) Conservation Coordinator ............................................................................................................. 134 

2) Water Survey Program for Single-Family and Multifamily Residential Customers ....................... 136 

3) Residential Plumbing Retrofit ........................................................................................................ 137 

4) System Water Audits, Leak Detection, and Repair ........................................................................ 140 



4 

 

5) Metering with Commodity Rates for New Connections and Retrofit of Existing Connections ..... 142 

6) Residential  High-Efficiency Toilet Replacement Program............................................................. 143 

7) High-Efficiency Clothes Washer Rebate Program .......................................................................... 145 

8) Water Waste Prohibition ............................................................................................................... 146 

9) Large Landscape Conservation Programs and Incentives .............................................................. 148 

10) Conservation Programs for Commercial, Industrial, & Institutional Accounts ............................ 150 

11) Wholesale Agency Assistance Programs ..................................................................................... 153 

12) Public Information ....................................................................................................................... 154 

13) School Education ......................................................................................................................... 156 

Potential Water Savings for Conservation Measures ς ..................................................................... 157 

Energy and Water ς ........................................................................................................................... 164 

Conservation Financing...................................................................................................................... 166 

Targeted Conservation- ..................................................................................................................... 174 

Evaluating Measures for Proper Planning of a Conservation Program ............................................. 176 

Water-Rate Structures for Full-Cost Pricing. .......................................................................................... 178 

Graywater. ............................................................................................................................................. 188 

Wastewater Reuse. ................................................................................................................................ 193 

Potential Users ................................................................................................................................... 193 

Demand Estimation ........................................................................................................................... 194 

Supply ................................................................................................................................................ 198 

Distribution ........................................................................................................................................ 200 

Regulation and Permitting ................................................................................................................. 202 

Implementation Scenarios ................................................................................................................. 202 

Addressing Water Quality and Aquatic Ecosystem Needs .................................................................... 204 

Water Quality Protection. ...................................................................................................................... 204 

Chlorides ............................................................................................................................................ 204 

Nutrients ............................................................................................................................................ 206 

Wetlands / Riparian Area Protection. .................................................................................................... 208 

Instream-flow Protection. ...................................................................................................................... 208 

Drought Preparedness ......................................................................................................................... 211 

Funding Regional Water Supply Planning/ Plan Implementation ......................................................... 213 

Monitoring / Data Collection ............................................................................................................... 215 

Next Planning Cycle ............................................................................................................................. 217 

Sustainability. ......................................................................................................................................... 217 

Integrated Water Resource Planning. .................................................................................................... 217 

Other issues/users to be addressed ....................................................................................................... 220 

CHAPTER 5   A FEW WORDS ABOUT WATER MANAGEMENT IN THE 21ST 

CENTURY ................................................................................................................................. 224  



5 

 

APPENDICES .......................................................................................................................... 229  

Appendix A-Regional Water Supply Planning Group Membership ....................................................... 230 

Appendix B-SARA Methodology ........................................................................................................... 231 

Appendix C-Water Savings Calculations Summaries ............................................................................. 236 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

Index of Figures  

Figure 1: Source of Water by Municipality in 11 County Planning Region ................................................... 15 

Figure 2: Population growth and projections in the 11-county NE IL water planning ................................. 18 

Figure 3: Illinois' use of Lake Michigan diversion for water year 2005 ........................................................ 27 

Figure 4: Relative use of water by major sector (2005 Normal) ................................................................... 49 

Figure 5: Relative use of water by major sector excluding once-through power (2005) ............................. 50 

Figure 6: Water withdrawals (MGD) ranked by county excluding once-through power (2005 Normal) ..... 52 

Figure 7: Demand scenario water withdrawals 2005 - 2050 (MGD) ............................................................ 55 

Figure 8: Public Supply, Lake Michigan Withdrawals: 2005 vs. 2050 Scenarios (MGD) ............................... 56 

Figure 9: Public Supply, Groundwater Withdrawals: 2005 vs. 2050 Scenarios MGD ................................... 58 

Figure 10: Public Supply, Fox and Kankakee Rivers Withdrawals, 2005 vs. 2050 Scenarios MGD ............... 59 

Figure 11: Type of Aquifer used by groundwater-dependent municipalities............................................... 65 

Figure 12: Public Water Bodies in Northeastern Illinois ............................................................................... 83 

Figure 13: Lake Michigan water use by municipality in northeastern Illinois through time ........................ 90 

Figure 14: Water resource-driven land use decisions .................................................................................. 92 

Figure 15: Non water-resource-driven land use decisions ........................................................................... 93 

Figure 16: Comparison of GPCD in denser/less dense communities in NE IL ............................................... 95 

Figure 17: Effects of Development Pattern on Infrastructure Costs ............................................................ 97 

Figure 18: Conventional V.S. Conservation Site Planning and Stormwater Design-Blackberry Creek 

Watershed Alternative Futures Analysis, September 2003........................................................................ 111 

Figure 19: Achieving zero water footprint .................................................................................................. 119 

Figure 20: Example of delaying or downsizing a capital facility ................................................................. 128 

Figure 21: Retrofit of 45 apartment complexes in Austin, Texas reproduced from AWWA, 2006 ............ 139 

Figure 22:  Potential of conservation to meet incremental demand in public supply sector: CT scenario.*

 .................................................................................................................................................................... 161 

Figure 23: Potential of conservation to meet incremental demand in public supply sector: MRI scenario.*

 .................................................................................................................................................................... 161 

Figure 24: Intensity of potential irrigation demand ................................................................................... 196 

Figure 25: Example of conceptual distribution network from treatment plant ......................................... 201 

Figure 26: Biologically Significant Streams (BSS) in the 11-County Water Planning Region ...................... 210 

 

 

 
 

 

 



7 

 

Index of Tables  

Table 1: 2005 water withdrawals (MGD) by sector in NE IL ......................................................................... 48 

Table 2: Data necessary to determine water use ς gallons per capita per day (gpcd) ................................. 50 

Table 3: 2005 water withdrawals by source (MGD) ..................................................................................... 50 

Table 4: 2005 water withdrawals by county (MGD) ..................................................................................... 51 

Table 5: Assumptions for Factors Affecting Future Water Demands in the 11-County Area of Northeastern 

Illinois (Dziegielewski and Chowdhury, 2008) .............................................................................................. 54 

Table 6: Theoretical Breakdown of Illinois Diversion in 2050 ...................................................................... 57 

Table 7: Summary of effects of possible climate change on water withdrawals across all water-use sectors 

excluding power generation ......................................................................................................................... 62 

Table 8: Median concentrations (mg/L) of chloride in shallow groundwater during two different sampling 

periods .......................................................................................................................................................... 73 

Table 9: Water depth requirements per recreational activity ..................................................................... 88 

Table 10: Conservation Design and Water Supply Planning ....................................................................... 110 

Table 11: Potential water savings associated with conservation measures at two tiers of implementation

 .................................................................................................................................................................... 158 

Table 12: Contributions of two levels of conservation to meeting scenario increases in public supply 

demand: 2005-2050 ................................................................................................................................... 160 

Table 13: Contributions of two levels of conservation to meeting scenario increases in public supply 

demand: 2005-2030 ................................................................................................................................... 162 

Table 14: Water Savings for the Low and High Water Conservation Programs (Gallons per capita per day)

 .................................................................................................................................................................... 163 

Table 15: Sample of Potential Energy Savings Associated with High and Low Conservation Programs .... 164 

Table 16: Eligible Structural Measures and Nonstructural Measures ........................................................ 167 

Table 17: Local Factors and Potential Conservation Measures ......................................................... 174 

Table 18: Water Rate Structures by Primary Water Source, Water Systems Servicing More than 1,000, 

Residential  Accounts ................................................................................................................................. 180 

Table 19: Water Rate Structures by Primary Water Source, Water Systems Servicing More than 1,000, 

Commercial and Industrial Accounts .......................................................................................................... 180 

Table 20: Volumetric charges for water in northeastern Illinois, residential and general accounts .......... 181 

Table 21: Number of Rate Classes per System ........................................................................................... 183 

Table 22: Residential Minimum Charge Water Provision as a Percent of Use by Water Source ............... 186 

Table 23: Frequency of Customer Billing by Water Source, Residential .................................................... 187 

Table 24: Potential irrigation demand by land use category (millions of gallons per day) ........................ 197 

Table 25: Potential irrigation demand within 1 mile of wastewater treatment plant (top 40 ranked) ..... 198 

Table 26: Relationship between pipeline length, flow rate, and unit cost for Addison North STP ............ 201 

Table 27: Biologically Significant Streams (BSS) in the 11-County Water Planning Region ........................ 211 

 

 

 

 



8 

 

Chapter 1   INTRODUCTION 
 

This document is in fulfillment of Executive Order 2006 -1(EO 2006-1) issued by 

the Governor of Illinois.  Executive Order 2006-1, issued in January 2006, called for a 

comprehensive program for state and regional water supply planning and management, 

a strategic plan for its implementation, and development of Regional Water  Supply 

Plans in two Priority Water Quantity Planning Areas.  The eleven counties of 

northeastern Illinois is one of those two priority planning areas and the plan that follows 

captures the work performed during the last three years.  

The report is divided into 4 sections plus appendices.  Chapter 1/ Introduction 

provides the reader with the information necessary for understanding the past events 

ÛÏÈÛɯÓÌÈËɯÛÖɯÛÖËÈàɀÚɯ×ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÛàȭɯɯ!ÈÊÒÎÙÖÜÕËɯÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯÐÚɯÈÓÚÖɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌËɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ

regional planning body an d process that led to this plan.  Chapter 2 explores the 

institutional framework for planning/management and a host of issues that collectively 

provide context for plan recommendations.  Those recommendations follow in Chapter s 

3 and 4 where the former explores the relatedness between land use decisions and water 

resources, while the latter offers other strategies for managing water demand and 

augmenting supplies .  Chapter 5 provides ideas related to alternate or additional 

institutional mechanisms for wate r managementgovernance going forward.   

The reader is also advised to review two documents that served to inform the 

planning process: 1) Regional Water Demand Scenarios for Northeastern Illinois: 2005-

2050, and 2) Regional Groundwater Modeling for Water Supply Planning in Northeast 

Illinois.  These two reports significantly contribute to this document and contain 

valuable water -related information.  Full reference information for these documents is 

provided in footnotes below . 

 

Background  

 State Planning.   Water supply planning in the state of Illinois has a long history 

and the Illinois State Water Survey has contributed greatly to it since its founding in 

1895.1  /ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÛàɯÏÈÚɯÝÌÙàɯÖÍÛÌÕɯÉÌÌÕɯÐÕÐÛÐÈÛÌËɯÉàɯÈɯÎÖÝÌÙÕÖÙɀÚɯËÐÙÌÊÛÐÝÌɯÖÙɯ

                                                           
1
 Derek Winstanley, Nani G. Bhowmik, Stanley A. Changdon, and Mark E. Peden.  2002.  History of the 

Illinois State Water Survey, pp. 121-132 in J.R. Rogers and A.J. Fredrich (ed.), Proceedings and Invited 

Papers for the ASCE 150
th

 Anniversary (1852-2002), November 3-7, 2002, Washington, DC, ASCE, Reston, 

VA. 
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executive order.  Governor Otto Kerner, Jr., for example, launched such an effort in 1965 

and the resultant 1967 plan, Water for Illinois ɬ A Plan of Action, offered among its 

recommendations a regional approach and structure for water resources management. 2   

 In 1980, Governor James R. Thompson appointed a task force to produce a new 

state water plan.  The Illinois State Water Plan Task Force formed five regional advisory 

councils, addressed problems of statewide importance, and has provided a coordination 

role among state agencies ever since.3 Both the Illinois State Water Plan Task Force as 

well as the Illinois Drought Response Task Force, a group of state agency representatives 

that are convened by the Governor as needed, are managed through the Illinois 

Department of Natural Resources, Office of Water Resources, Division of Program 

Management.4  

 With the dawn of the 21 st century, Governor George H. Ryan established a 

&ÖÝÌÙÕÖÙɀÚɯ6ÈÛÌÙɯ1ÌÚÖÜÙÊÌÚɯ ËÝÐÚÖÙàɯ"ÖÜÕÊÐÓɯȹ61 "ȺɯÐÕɯƖƔƔƔɯÛÖɯÚÛÜËàɯÞÈÛÌÙɯÙÌÚÖÜÙÊÌɯ

usage including w ater usage by peaker-power plants .  (The WRAC was somewhat short 

lived as it was subsequently abolished by Governor Blagojevich in his plans to reduce 

state spending and close an estimated $5 million budget shortfall for fiscal years 2003 

and 2004.)  Governor Ryan followed with Executive Order 2002 -55 that invoked the 

Illinois Groundwater Protection Act, 415 ILCS 55/4, and the Interagency Coordinating 

Committee on Groundwater (ICCG) to designate a subcommittee to develop an 

integrated groundwater and surfac e water resources agenda and assessment report.  The 

Subcommittee on Integrated Water Planning and Management issued their report in  

                                                           
2
 Developed by the Illinois Technical Advisory Committee on Water Resources, Springfield, IL, 1967, as 

cited in Water Quantity Issues Facing Illinois; a paper presented by Derek Winstanley to the 2002 Illinois 

Environmental Conference of the Illinois State Bar Association, Chicago, August 16, 2002. 

3
 Derek Winstanley, 2008.  A brief history of water-supply planning in Illinois (draft).  Unpublished 

manuscript. 

4
 For more information, visit http://www.dnr.state.il.us/owr/programdev.htm  

5
 Executive Order for the Interagency Coordinating Committee on Groundwater to Establish a Water 

Quantity Planning Program.  Executive Order Number 5 (2002).  Executive Department, State of Illinois, 

Springfield.  April 22, 2002. 

http://www.dnr.state.il.us/owr/programdev.htm
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December 2002.6  Their report featured the 12 consensus principles developed by the 

WRAC and are as follows: 

 1. Better science and more funding for science is needed. 

2. A system for identifying water resource problem areas is needed. 

3. Water resource problem areas should not be too large; could be 

    based on ground or surface water sources or both; should be 

    based on supply and demand; a drop below sustainable yield  

    should be a criteria; pollution could be a criteria.  

4. Need to see details of how such areas will be identified both short-term, 

    based on existing information, and long -term, as better data 

    become available. 

5. Emphasize regional water management authoritiesɭboundary  

    should have some relationship to scale of the water resource 

    (watershed and/or aquifer boundary).  

ƚȭɯ2ÛÈÛÌɀÚɯÙÖÓÌȯɯÍÖÙɯÓÈÛÌÙɯÙÌÚÖÓÜÛÐÖÕȰɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛȮɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌɯÚÊÐÌÕÊÌȮ 

    establish or appoint regional authorities.  

7. Is there a role for water authorities established under the Water 

    Authorities Act?  

8. Phased approach to implementation would be received better by a 

    broader group of interests. 

9. Immediately begin pi ÓÖÛɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔÚɯÐÕɯɁÞÐÓÓÐÕÎɂɯÈÙÌÈÚȰɯ×ÐÓÖÛÚɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔÚ 

                                                           
6
 Report to the Interagency Coordinating Committee on Groundwater from the Subcommittee on 

Integrated Water Planning and Management With Recommendations Pursuant to Executive Order 

Number 5, 2002.  December 20, 2002.   
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    should be site-based and located in problem areas. 

10. Sunsets should be established for #8 and #9. 

11. There should be an ongoing role for the Water Resources Advisory 

      Committee in developing the details associated with establishing  

      regional water management authorities. 

12. Both groundwater and surface water should be considered. 

 

Together with the Groundwater Advisory Council, the ICCG was directed to use the 

ÚÜÉÊÖÔÔÐÛÛÌÌɀÚɯÚÐß-point agenda7 and report, including the principles enumerated 

above, to establish a water-quantity planning procedure for the State.  It is against this 

historical backdrop that Governor Rod Blagojevich issued Executive Order 2006-1. 

 Regional Planning.   Planning for the regional water supplies of northeastern 

Illinois dates back to 1966 when the Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission (NIPC) 

published Technical Report No. 4: The Water Resources in Northeastern Illinois: Planning its 

Use.8  That report was updated in 1974 with Technical Report No. 8: Regional Water 

Supply Report.  Readers of this latter report are bound to discover that it features several 

principle findings and strategy statements that continue to resonate today.   

                                                           
7
 Ibid.  The six-point agenda states:  1) By March 1, 2003 formally establish an interim water quantity 

planning and management process and develop a draft strategic plan for water quantity planning and 

management statewide. 2) By April 1, 2003 provide agency and public review of the draft strategic plan 

for water quantity planning and management, modify as necessary, develop an implementation plan, 

seek necessary funding, and begin implementation on July 1, 2003. 3) Strengthen the scientific basis for 

planning and management by funding needed scientific studies that answer the following questions: (see 

report). 4) Develop a package of financial and technical support for and encourage the formation of 

regional water management corsortia in Priority Water Quantity Planning areas which can be identified 

using existing information. 5) Compile available information and make it useful and easily accessible. 6) 

Implement a phased approach in establishing a sound scientific basis and an administrative framework for 

water quantity management. 

8
 bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ aŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ !ǊŜŀ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ The Water Resource in Northeastern 

Illinois: Planning its Use.  Technical Report No. 4.  Prepared by John R. Sheaffer, Project Director and 

Arthur J. Zeizel, Asst. Project Director.  June, 1966. 
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 Mor e recently, representatives from four planning agencies in Illinois, Indiana, 

and Wisconsin, signed the Wingspread Multi -State Regional Accord in 2002.  The 

Wingspread Accord was an agreement between NIPC, Southeastern Wisconsin Regional 

Planning Commission, Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission, and the 

Chicago Area Transportation Study to cooperate and coordinate more closely on matters 

concerning regional interdependence.  In addition to promoting integrated regional 

planning and economic development in an expanded spatial context, the Accord 

spawned the Southern Lake Michigan Regional Water Supply Consortium (SLMRWSC).  

The mission of the SLMRWSC is to advance a more comprehensive regional approach to 

sustainable water supply planning and man agement.  Consortium activity has tapered 

ÖÍÍɯÊÖÕÚÐËÌÙÈÉÓàɯÚÐÕÊÌɯÛÏÌɯɁ2ÛÙÈËËÓÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ#ÐÝÐËÌɂɯÊÖÕÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯÏÌÓËɯÐÕɯ%ÌÉÙÜÈÙàɯƖƔƔƙȮɯÉÜÛɯ

has the potential to revive itself through the Wingspread Accord at any time.  

In 2002, NIPC adopted the Strategic Plan for Water Resource Management.  This 

plan presented the work of over 100 experts from the region who served on an advisory 

committee and three task forces: stormwater and flooding; water quality; and water 

supply.  Several of the recommended water-supply strategies featured in the Strategic 

Plan have either been partially implemented or remain viable today.   

Though a subregional-scale effort, the Kane County Water Supply Study has also 

played an important role in the current regional planning initiative. 9  Spurred by 

concern that rapid population growth could strain local water supplies, particularly 

groundwater, the countywide effort involved the Illinois State Water Survey and State 

Geological Survey in a study of shallow groundwater, deep groundwater, and the  Fox 

River.  Beginning in 2002, the multiple -year study has led to new knowledge of the 

hydrogeology of Kane County that is now one of the best understood in the nation.   

Of consequence to the region, the Kane County study provides a science-based 

and data-rich foundation for a much improved understanding of the deep -bedrock 

aquifer (i.e. Ancell Unit, Ironton -Galesville Unit, and Mt. Simon Unit) that lies beneath 

the entire 11-county planning region.  Additionally, the study provided an enhanced 

understanding of the shallow aquifer system (i.e. Quaternary Unit and Shallow -Bedrock 

Aquifer) beneath the Fox River, and new knowledge of Fox River water accounting (i.e. 

effects of discharges and withdrawals on the spatial and temporal characteristics of 

                                                           
9
 Strategy for Developing a Sustainable Water Supply Plan for Kane County.  2007.   

http://www.co.kane.il.us/priorityPlaces/docs/Strategy_for_Developing_a_Sustainable_Water_Supply_Pla

n_for_Kane_County.pdf  

http://www.co.kane.il.us/priorityPlaces/docs/Strategy_for_Developing_a_Sustainable_Water_Supply_Plan_for_Kane_County.pdf
http://www.co.kane.il.us/priorityPlaces/docs/Strategy_for_Developing_a_Sustainable_Water_Supply_Plan_for_Kane_County.pdf
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flow).  T hus, the State Surveys were prepared by this study (and previous work) to 

address the broader regional impacts of ongoing and/or increased groundwater 

withdrawals.  A new understanding of the impacts of increased Fox River water 

withdrawals and discharges on low flow has also been achieved.      

Other actors in the region have been vocal as well about the need for a more 

substantive program for addressing regional water needs.10  Most recently and in the 

midst of a drought that started in 2005, Governor Rod Blagojevich issued Executive 

Order 2006-111 enumerating the following actions to be executed: 

Consistent with the authority granted to the Department of Natural 

Resources under the Rivers, Lakes, and Streams Act, 615 ILCS 5/5 et seq. 

and the Level of Lake Michigan Act, 615 ILCS 50/1 et seq., the authority of 

ÛÏÌɯ#Ì×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯ-ÈÛÜÙÈÓɯ1ÌÚÖÜÙÊÌÚɀɯ.ÍÍÐÊÌɯÖÍɯ6ÈÛÌÙɯ1ÌÚÖÜÙÊÌÚɯÜÕËÌÙɯƖƔɯ

ILCS 801/5-5, the Office of Water Resources, in coordination with the 

State Water Survey, shall: 

1. Define a comprehensive program for  state and regional water supply 

planning and management and develop a strategic plan for its 

implementation consistent with existing laws, regulations and 

property rights;  

2. Provide for public review of the draft strategic plan for a water 

supply planning a nd management program; 

3. Establish a scientific basis and an administrative framework for 

implementing state and regional water supply planning and 

management; 

4. Develop a package of financial and technical support for, and 

encouragement of, locally based regional water supply planning 

committees.  These committees, whether existing or new entities, shall 

be organized for participation in the development and approval of 

regional plans in the Priority Water Quantity Planning Areas;  

                                                           
10

 Troubled Waters: Meeting Future Water Needs in Illinois.  Campaign for Sensible Growth, Metropolitan 

Planning Council, and Openlands Project.  Undated. 

11
 2006-1: Executive Order for the Development of State and Regional Water-Supply Plans.  Issued by 

Governor Rod R. Blagojevich: January 9, 2006.   
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5. By December 31, 2006, ensure that Regional Water Quantity Plans are 

in process for at least two Priority Water Quantity Planning Areas.    

 

One such Priority Water Quantity Planning Area is the 11 -county northeastern 

Illinois region (Figure 1).  During the summer of 2006, the Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources, Office of Water Resources, approached the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for 

Planning (CMAP) with a request to lead the new planning effort in northeastern Illinois.  

CMAP agreed and followed with a scope -of-work document that  was ultimately 

incorporated into a three -year contract.12  The scope-of-work included an agreement to 

1) create and facilitate the work of a new planning body and to develop a regional water 

supply plan, 2) study regional water demand, 3) conduct outreach and education, and 4) 

provide project management and act as fiscal agent.    

 

Northeastern Illinois Regional Water Supply Planning Group  

", /ɀÚɯÊÖÔÔÐÛÔÌÕÛɯÛÖɯÖÙÊÏÌÚÛÙÈÛÌɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÎÐÖÕÈÓɯ×ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯ×ÙÖÊÌÚÚɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌËɯÛÏÌɯ

creation of a new planning entity that was to be both diverse and representative of key 

stakeholder groups in the region.  In addition to input from planners throughout the 

region and best professional judgment, the State of Texas model for stakeholder 

representation was also considered during development of the structure and 

composition of a regional planning body. 13 In November 2006, an Open Forum was held 

in Oak Brook, Illinois  to publicly launch the regional planning initiative.  The afternoon 

session organized people into seven interest groups that were identified for 

representation on the regional planning body.  Each group was facilitated to discuss and 

reveal those issues that were most important to them.  This information served as a 

useful starting point for matters that the emerging planning process could be sensitive to 

and address as appropriate. 

                                                           
12

 For more information about the regional planning process in northeastern Illinois, visit 

http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/watersupply/default.aspx?ekmensel=c580fa7b_8_18_3314_3  

13
 See Texas Water Code ς Section 16.053. Regional Water Plans. 

http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/watersupply/default.aspx?ekmensel=c580fa7b_8_18_3314_3
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Figure 1: Source of Water by Municipality in 11 County Planning Region 

 

 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































