Citizens’ Advisory Committee
DRAFT Meeting Minutes – November 8, 2011
Offices of the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP)
Cook County Conference Room
Suite 800, 233 S. Wacker Drive, Chicago, Illinois

Members Present: Kimberly Bares, Lulu Backsmith, John Koelk, Ken Nelson (via phone),
Stephenie Presseller, Matthew Prochaska, Faye Sinnott (via phone), and Wendy Walker
Williams.
CMAP Staff Present:
Erin Aleman, Hillary Green, and Ricardo Lopez

1.0

Welcome and Introductions
Meeting started at approximately 4:08 p.m.

2.0

Agenda Changes and Announcements
No changes were made to the agenda.

3.0

Recap of August 9th meeting
CMAP staff Ricardo Lopez gave a recap of August 9th meeting to transition into updates
of previous topics.
Committee members followed with inquiries regarding the Energy Impact Illinois (EI2)
program. Questions included: what is the process to qualify for the program? Is the
program available to everyone? Is there a low income requirement? Who do people go
to be a part of the program?
The EI2 program is a loan revolving process being lead by CNT energy. The program
provides access to financial resources, tips and incentives to make homes, commercial or
industrial buildings more energy efficient. The program also includes a directory of
contractors certified to do the job. All residents of the seven northeast counties of Illinois
and the City of Rockford can access the information by visiting the program’s website at

www.energyimpactillinois.org. The consortium involves the Chicago Jobs Council and
Midwest Energy Efficiency Alliance (MEEA) who are working to certify energy
professionals who have the credentials and experience to do the job. If committee
members know of groups who would like to be included please refer them to CMAP
staff Ricardo Lopez or Erin Aleman.

4.0

Implementation Program Updates
4.1 Local Technical Assistance (LTA) Program
CMAP staff Erin Aleman updated the Committee on LTA projects currently underway
and provided committee with a project status table. To date, 42 local projects have been
kicked off, and of these, 21 are fully underway. The project status table will help
committee members identify which ongoing and future projects are in their jurisdiction
for opportunities to be involved in the planning process.

5.0

MetroPulse Demonstration
CMAP staff Andrew Williams-Clark gave a demonstration of the MetroPulse indicators
project. The state of the art web portal offers information on over 200 quality of life
indicators and will help measure implementation progress of our region’s GO TO 2040
comprehensive plan. Recently, MetroPulse launched its iPhone application and it is
available to download at no cost. MetroPulse can be access at
www.metropulsechicago.org. Four tutorial videos are available at the top right corner of
the webpage for the public, for the media, for researchers, and for government officials.
A copy of the PowerPoint presentation given during the meeting will be available in the
CAC CMAP’s web page.
Committee members asked if application is also available for android users. In addition,
members were interested in knowing why people would use MetroPulse.
MetroPulse staff is waiting to see what the user stats are on the iPhone application. If
there is a demand staff will make it available for android users. The application is also
available on the iPad. MetroPulse could be of great use to our region’s residents by
projecting how a particular area compares to the rest of the region, or within its own. For
instance, information as to where banks own foreclosed properties. The information
could be dense by Census tracks and users can project it on to a table, graph, or map.
CMAP staff explained its functionality as a resource to make information available at the
fingertips of decision makers, organizations, and all residents.

6.0

Outreach Brainstorming Session
CMAP staff led Committee members through a brainstorming activity to identify new
groups for CMAP to reach out and connect with. Committee asked staff what were the
gaps where the most help is needed.
CMAP staff identified the business community and non-for profit organizations as
groups CMAP needs the most help connecting with. All non-for profits need to know
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about the plan and the resources available to them, social services, health agencies, and
housing agencies could be specific examples. Committee member Lulu Blacksmith
added that MetroPulse can be a great resource to non-profits. Ms. Blacksmith invited
CMAP staff Andrew Williams-Clark and Ricardo Lopez to talk about the plan and give
a MetroPulse demonstration to her organization Compañeros en salud in September. She
expressed MetroPulse being a useful resource tool to the consortium of organization in
Compañeros en salud when applying for grants. In the business community, sometimes
we talk to the foundations but not the business organizations. Local governments are
well cover.
CMAP staff have gone out and talked to many groups. We want to know if we are
spending our time effectively. We need help identifying which other groups to reach out
to and who would be most beneficial. Committee was asked to help understand what
issues would be most relevant to groups and at what level do we want to keep the
engagement. Overall, CMAP offers different expertise. A few areas we focus as an
organization is Economic Development, Environment and Natural Resources, Housing,
Human and Community Development, Land use, and Transportation.
Committee members identified and set targets to work with staff towards a common
goal over the next calendar year. These targets included:
Sustainability: Committee suggested working with Colleges and Universities to inform
them on sustainability issues. Members can help identify faculty who could link CMAP
to students, target social and planning classes. Another group to reach out is Chicagoland Sustainability officers.
Committee addressed a concern in working with community college and asked how we
could bring together faculty from the different college campuses. A suggestion was to
offer a webinar where faculty from the different campuses could connect to without
leaving their office.
Housing: Committee suggested working with large realtor groups to offer MetroPulse
demonstrations. In addition to Greater Chicago Homes, other groups identified
included: Northern Illinois Home Builders association, Chicago Builder groups (3 on the
Northside and 1 on the Southside of Chicago), Chicago Department of Housing and
Economic Development’s delegate agency program (Wendy and Kimberly could help
coordinate a forum and host at CMAP), Homeowners associations, and Tinley Park
Homes show.
Economic Development: Committee suggested working with Economic Development
network groups (Kimberly could help connect with networks in Wicker Park to
Lincolnshire area), Women in Planning and Development, Lambda Alpha, and Chamber
of commerce.
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Committee members concluded by suggesting to focus information by stakeholder
rather than offering a broad presentation on GO TO 2040. This will help create a hook
and keep groups engage. Members also suggested making information accessible by
stakeholder’s interests and work with groups to include in their websites for their
constituents to have access to. This is something CMAP staff has done with Morton
College and Elgin Community College in past collaborations. CMAP staff will continue
to identify gaps and will ask Committee to comeback to this discussion.

7.0

Committee Communication
CMAP Staff proposed creating a LinkedIn group as a source of communication amongst
CAC members. Compared to other mediums, LinkedIn is a friendly user tool of online
communication and most CAC members seem to be already LinkedIn members. We
encourage those who are not to create a profile. CMAP staff will create a LinkedIn group
and invite all CAC members to join.

8.0

Other Business
The meeting closed with members suggesting follow up in between meetings to stay
connected and up to date with Local planning programs. Some members expressed
interests in having the committee be more involved with policy making discussions.
CMAP staff will send members a summary of CMAP’s other committee meetings each
month so members can see what other committees are doing.

9.0

Public Comment
There was no public comment.

10.0

Next Meeting
The Citizens’ Advisory Committee will meet next on Tuesday, February 14, 2012 at 4:00
p.m. in the DuPage County Conference Room at CMAP.

11.0

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 5:28 p.m.
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