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Regional Indicator: Motorist Delay

Hours of Delay per Weekday
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Pedestrian Safety and Delay
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New Method for Estimating Delay





Crossing Performance Data
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Crossings 174973G, 260541T - Washington St. UP/CN (West Chicago)
Gate-Down and Queue-Clearance Durations by Type (Minutes, 2017)

Freight Gate-Down Duration Freight Queue-Clearance Duration Metra Gate-Down Duration Metra Queue Clearance Duration

Freight trains are 
slower than 
expected.  

Queue-clearance 
times are 
substantial.

At this crossing, ICC-
estimated average 
gate-down times 
were 1:00 for Metra 
trains and 2:24 for 
freight trains.



FRA Data Collection

FRA will share the information with stakeholders, using 

it to help facilitate local solutions to blocked crossing 

issues.”

- www.fra.dot.gov/blockedcrossings

http://www.fra.dot.gov/blockedcrossings


Results: Motorist Delay per Crossing

Average of Old Estimates of 

Delay

46 hours 

per 

weekday
Range 2 - 182

Average of New Estimates of 

Delay

120 hours 

per 

weekday
Range 2 - 430

Percent Change

160%
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Improve rail-system performance (speed up trains).
- High-capital investment rail-to-rail separations

- Low-capital investment track, rail traffic signals, and crossovers, e.g., WA-11

in Dolton and Riverdale

- Terminal improvements to reduce switching and dead-heads

- Operations (Chicago Transportation Coordinating Office)

Carload transit times have been reduced to 29 hours in 2019 (AAR), down from 

43 hours in 2003 (Thompson Interview, DC Velocity).

How to Reduce Crossing Delay (1)



Highway improvements:

- Consolidate problematic crossings

- Reroute highway traffic to better-performing crossings (ITS)

- Traffic flow improvements near grade crossings

- Access management near grade crossings

- Highway traffic signal improvements, focusing on central communications

Pedestrian separations

Full grade separations (but full separations for all prioritized 

crossings would cost billions of dollars)

How to Reduce Crossing Delay (2)



Next Steps
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www.cmap.illinois.gov/onto2050

Tom Murtha

312.386.8649
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