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What is a cluster?

SECTOR
A broad set of similar 
economic activities — 
e.g., transportation.

Source: CMAP analysis, 2012.
Note: Circle size represents relative size of cluster component by employment.

INDUSTRY
Narrower than a sector 
— e.g., trucking.

CLUSTER
Interdependent groups of firms and 
related institutions that gain benefits 
from their proximity and interactions.
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Manufacturing concentrations by region

Source: CMAP analysis of BLS data, 2012.

COMPUTER/
ELECTRONICS

HEALTH SCIENCES

MACHINERY

FABRICATED METAL

CHEMICALS, PLASTICS, RUBBER

FOOD, BEVERAGE

PAPER/PRINTING

PRIMARY
(METAL, NONMETALIC, 
PETRO/COAL)

FURNITURE, 
APPAREL, OTHER

SEATTLESAN JOSE

CHICAGO DETROIT

MACHINERY

FABRICATED 
METAL

CHEMICALS, 
PLASTICS, 
RUBBER

111,788

INDUSTRYJOBS

30,665

15,307

MACHINERY

FABRICATED 
METAL

FOOD, 
BEVERAGE

70,582

INDUSTRYJOBS

60,413

49,656

MACHINERY

FOOD, BEVERAGE

FURNITURE, 
APPAREL, OTHER

97,053

INDUSTRYJOBS

15,583

14,274

COMPUTER/
ELECTRONICS

MACHINERY

FABRICATED
METAL

108,367

INDUSTRYJOBS

20,720

9,402

3%

2%

55%

15%

8%

5%

2%

6%

4%

69%

4%

13%
6%

1%

3%
1%

1%
2%

8%

2%

56%

6%
3%

9%

4%

4%

8%

7%

7%

19%
16%

13%

13%

11%5%

9%

INDUSTRIES

FREIGHT TRANSPORTATION
ARRANGMENT


