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MEMORANDUM

To:
CMAP Council of Mayors



Date:
March 3, 2009


From:
CMAP Staff


Re:
ARRA Eligible projects

This memo is prepared to clarify eligibility requirements for ARRA transportation funding uses.  First and foremost, ARRA funds are federal funds and any roadway on which the funds will be used must be part of the Federal Aid system.  Your council Planning Liaison has the list of federal aid system roads in your municipality.

Eligible types of work are listed below.  

· Construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, resurfacing, restoration, and operational improvements for highways (including Interstate highways) and bridges (including bridges on public roads of all functional classifications), including any such construction or reconstruction necessary to accommodate other transportation modes, and including the seismic retrofit and painting of and application of calcium magnesium acetate, sodium acetate/formate, or other environmentally acceptable, minimally corrosive anti-icing and de-icing compositions on bridges and approaches thereto and other elevated structures, mitigation of damage to wildlife, habitat, and ecosystems caused by a transportation project funded under Title 23, United States Code; 

· Capital costs for transit projects eligible for assistance under chapter 53 of Title 49, United States Code, including vehicles and facilities, whether publicly or privately owned that are used to provide intercity passenger service by bus; 

· Carpool projects, fringe and corridor parking facilities and programs, bicycle transportation and pedestrian walkways in accordance with 23 U.S.C. 217, and the modification of public sidewalks to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.); 

· Highway and transit safety infrastructure improvements and programs, hazard eliminations, projects to mitigate hazards caused by wildlife, and railway-highway grade crossings; 

· Highway and transit research and development and technology transfer programs; 

· Capital and operating costs for traffic monitoring, management, and control facilities and programs, including advanced truck stop electrification systems; 

· Surface transportation planning programs; 

· Transportation enhancement activities; 

· Transportation control measures listed in Section 108(f)(1)(A) (other than clause xvi) of the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7408(f)(1)(A));
· Development and establishment of management systems under 23 U.S.C. 303; 

· In accordance with all applicable Federal law (including regulations), participation in natural habitat and wetland mitigation efforts related to projects funded under this title, which may include participation in natural habitat and wetland mitigation banks, contributions to statewide and regional efforts to conserve, restore, enhance, and create natural habitats and wetland, and development of statewide and regional natural habitat and wetland conservation and mitigation plans, including any such banks, efforts, and plans authorized under the Water Resources Development Act of 1990 (Public Law 101-640) (including crediting provisions). Contributions to the mitigation efforts described in the preceding sentence may take place concurrent with or in advance of project construction; except that contributions in advance of project construction may occur only if the efforts are consistent with all applicable requirements of Federal law (including regulations) and State transportation planning processes. With respect to participation in a natural habitat or wetland mitigation effort related to a project funded under this title that has an impact that occurs within the service area of a mitigation bank, preference shall be given, to the maximum extent practicable, to the use of the mitigation bank if the bank contains sufficient available credits to offset the impact and the bank is approved in accordance with the Federal Guidance for the Establishment, Use and Operation of Mitigation Banks (60 Fed. Reg. 58605 (November 28, 1995)) or other applicable Federal law (including regulations); 

· Projects relating to intersections that-- 

· have disproportionately high accident rates, 

· have high levels of congestion, as evidenced by-- 

· interrupted traffic flow at the intersection; and 

· a level of service rating that is not better than "F′" during peak travel hours, calculated in accordance with the Highway Capacity Manual issued by the Transportation Research Board, and 

· are located on a Federal-aid highway; 

· Infrastructure-based intelligent transportation systems capital improvements; 

· Environmental restoration and pollution abatement in accordance with 23 U.S.C. 328; and 

· Control of noxious weeds and aquatic noxious weeds and establishment of native species in accordance with 23 U.S.C. 329
###


