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GO TO 2040 Regional Vision

Introduction: Imagining the Future

GO T0 2040 is the metropolitan Chicago region’s first truly comprehensive planning campaign. Its growth
strategies will help northeastern Illinois accommodate an anticipated 2.8 million new residents and 1.8 million
jobs in the next three decades. Scheduled for completion in 2010 by the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
(CMAP), the plan will shape our region’s transportation system and land-use patterns, while addressing the natural
environment, economic development, housing, education, human services, and other quality-of-life factors such as
education, health, employment, and arts and culture. The GO TO 2040 process includes numerous opportunities
for the public to get involved in planning for a brighter future.

This process has begun with the Regional Vision for 2040, Imagme how the world would be

which this document describes. The vision was developed by AbOUt3O years from how
CMAP and its stakeholders and then revised based on public Hover cars...and
comment. Building on prior regional plans, the initial vision Shooting stars we’d ride to the

statements.: were drafted by participants at a visioning moon and back..
workshop in September 2007. The statements were then

refined after broader public feedback via surveys and public 0.K. Well maybe not

meetings. (A full description of the public visioning process is Butthings are going to change

online at www.goto2040.0rg/vision.aspx.) Alicia M. Thomas
Whitney Young High School

This document also includes photographs of the Chicago
region taken as part of a photography contest sponsored by CMAP in summer and fall 2007. Text is sometimes
included below the photographs; these are descriptions written by the photographer. In other places, the
document includes sidebars with quotes from residents of the region concerning their visions for 2040. Some of
these were gathered from middle and high school students during a series of vision contests held in spring 2008,
while others were collected from comments at public meetings held in winter and spring 2008.

Based on all of these inputs, the Regional Vision is expressed as what the region “will” be like in 2040, as distinct
from what it “would,” “could,” or “should” be. This is an affirmation of the confidence in a brighter future for which
metropolitan Chicago is known worldwide.

Building on the shared values of our region expressed in this vision, the GO T0 2040 plan will identify policies,
strategies, and investments needed for the region to realize its potential. The next step in our comprehensive
planning process is to determine ways of measuring the ideas and concepts in the Regional Vision. CMAP is doing
this through the development of regional indicators in partnership with the Chicago Community Trust.

The realization of the Regional Vision will require coordination among all regional decision-makers, including
government, the private sector, non-profit and philanthropic groups, and individual citizens. Many of the issues
that will be addressed in the GO T0 2040 plan go beyond the areas of land use and transportation planning, the
traditional focus of regional planning agencies like CMAP. Achieving the Regional Vision will require partnerships
with organizations that are typically outside long-range planning processes. For more information on the

GO T0 2040 planning process and how to participate, please visit www.GOT02040.org.




Overall Winner, “Images of Northeastern Illinois” photography contest
Photo by Tom Rand
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Between now and 2040, the region will embrace innovation
and use creative strategies to meet our challenges and
opportunities. Our innovation will drive economic growth and
keep our region competitive in the changing global economy.
It willalso allow us to address environmental, energy, social,
and infrastructure problems. The region will be on the
forefront of developing new technologies, with innovative
approaches to providing public services and increasing
cooperation between public and private sectors.

Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning

“Then”
Overall Winner, BOLD IDEAS contest
Whitney Young High School

Carrie Chui and Cody Meuris




GO TO 2040 Regional Vision

In 2040, the
northeastern Illinois
region will be a magnet
attracting new, diverse
residents, businesses,
and investments from

all over the world.

The region will be known
for a high quality of life,
based on its sustainable,
equitable, innovative,
and inclusive approaches
to planning

“A View Southward”
Photo by Parry Slade

Regional planning and development will be aimed at achieving the highest
possible quality of life and well-being for all of its residents. The region will
consist of attractive, interdependent communities with distinct identities.
These identities will be built on their histories, natural and physical assets,
architecture, and aesthetic preferences reflecting the uniqueness of their
residents and businesses. Northeastern Illinois will remain a global
destination for tourism and culture because of its internationally-recognized
architecture, arts institutions, entertainment options, and other cultural and
natural amenities. Our communities will have access to an abundance of art
forms, our residents will enjoy the opportunity to participate in various art
forms, and our region will continue to sustain world-class artistic and cultural
institutions. The region will have diverse housing, transportation, and
recreation choices, and its residents will have equitable access to employment,
education, health care, and other regional assets. Through appropriate
infrastructure investments, the region will remain connected to global networks
of commodities movement, energy, and information, all of which are necessary
to maintain a high quality of life.
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“If I could change one thing about my
neighborhood, | would...make it more of a
walkable neighborhood, meaning a good
quality grocery store within walking distance,
more small shops, and heck, a good

neighborhood pub to get a beer.”
Resident, Cook County

“Historic preservation is important and
this is a stunning example.”

Photo and words by Roseann O’Laughlin

|
|
[ }
| I
1 L 1 . I|
) -
1 e i T B =
e e e - 7 L. i
B g o S ek L
i S S T s e e e



10



Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning

“Japanese Snow.”

The picture illustrates the quiet beauty of winter.

Photo and words by Patricia Linwood

“Autumn in full.”

Photo by Kazuya Kawamura
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In 2040, decision The region will be a world leader in implementing innovative measures to
making in northeastern protect the environment, including air quality, biodiversity, natural and human
Illinois will be informed ~ communities, water quality and supply, and the overall ecological health and

by considerations of diversity of the region. The region’s nationally-recognized system of open
environmental health, space — including forest preserves, conservation districts, and parks — will
continue to shape regional identity and contribute to the health of our residents.
Especially along sensitive waterways, open space will be preserved and
expanded, creating green infrastructure networks that enhance people’s
connection with nature and serve as habitat corridors. Lake Michigan and the
lakefront will be protected in a coordinated effort with other states, regions, and
countries as an irreplaceable natural resource for biodiversity, health, recreation,
tourism, and economic prosperity. The region will actively minimize and mitigate
the environmental effects of its activities — including climate change — and will
be prepared to adapt to future environmental conditions.

energy use, and
water supply.

“If I could preserve one thing about my neighborhood...it
would be the unique architecture of my neighborhood,
as well as the parks along Lake Michigan, including
Promontory Point.”

Resident, Cook County

“Survivor.”
This photo shows the resiliency of wildlife in Northern Illinois, here, a
Black-Crowned Night Heron; that there is the possibility of life along this urban
corridor not just to exist, but to thrive. At the same time, the injury to the bird’s
leg shows that regardless of how well things may seem, how much progress there
appears to be, it should not be taken for granted. There is still work to be done.

Photo and words by Frank Sochacki
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GO TO 2040 Regional Vision

In 2040, our region will have equitable and inclusive
housing, and social systems that foster an educated,
healthy, safe, and involved populace.

“If I could change one thing

Our leaders will recognize that safe, decent, affordable, about our reglon'"/ would
and stable housing is essential for families, individuals, stop the violence in the
communities, and businesses. The region will support housing County and have money for
that provides all residents wn.th acces.s.to quality educatlon., jobs, affordable housing. 9
health care, cultural and social amenities, and transportation, .

. o . . Resident, Cook County
allowing communities and businesses to attract and retain
critical workers. For residents of all incomes, the region will
supply a range of housing options, broadly distributed
th'roughoutthe reg{o.n. Because most ho.usmg is provided by.the Chicago will bloom like a rose
private market, policies and programs will ensure that the private B il i1 it bend
market is able to provide a full range of housing options. eautlfu un.tl it bends
When the private market cannot meet the needs of all Backwards like a gymnast
households, public programs will support housing that provides Outside the city will pollinate
access to opportunity for all of the region’s residents. With black faces

White flight in reverse like
Hummingbirds

Swift

Bronzeville will lose luster

Polished until dull

Nathaniel A. Marshall
Whitney Young High School
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“I always believe that the purpose of art is

to enhance the environment where we live.

This picture represents that belief.”

Photo and words by Kelly Zeng
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Regional planning decisions will consider and improve the health of residents of our region. Residents across our
region will choose healthy lifestyles that benefit from the availability of open space, transportation and recreation

options, healthy food, clean water, and clean air. The region’s residents will be able to access our strong system of
health care and medical institutions, protecting public health, social development, and economic competitiveness.

In 2040, the northeastern Illinois region will be among the
safest urban areas in the nation. Our communities will be safer “/f/ could change one thing

due to improved design and walkability, crime prevention about our region...I would
strategies, effective law enforcement, improved access to create top-rated public

opportunity, individual social responsibility, and increased civic hools in th . hi
involvement. The region and its residents will be served scnools in tne Clty OfC Icago.

by robust, comprehensive systems for preventing and | don’t want to move out of the
managing incidents — both large and small scale — related to city when | start a fami[y. »
public health, transportation, stormwater, fire, natural disasters, Resident, Cook County

and national security.

In 2040, the region’s @ducation system will be strong and successful. The region’s schools will have funding
adequate to ensure that every child will be educated to the limits of his or her capability. Learning opportunities
beginning with early childhood will prepare young people across the region for a dynamic future that will enable
them to participate fully in society.and be productively employed. Appropriately funded educational institutions
and training opportunities will allow all residents to benefit from affordable and seamless life-long learning.
Our world-renowned institutions of higher education will continue to be centers for learning, innovation, and
research, educating the region’s students and attracting students and researchers from around the globe.




GO TO 2040 Regional Vision

In 2040, the economy of northeastern Illinois will enjoy a global
Status that ensures superior job opportunities throughout the
region for all socio-economic groups.

The economic strengths of our region’s interdependent communities
will complement each other, with the entire region benefiting from its
international recognition as a diversified center of commerce and its
location at the center of the
nation. Long-term economic
benefits will be created by
making efficient use of resources

“If I could preserve one thing
about our region...| would like to

and existing infrastructure and preserve Chicago’s place as a world
by enhancing our environment, renowned global center of financial
AR BTG T and cultural institutions.”

cultural amenities, education
systems, and physical
infrastructure. Investments in
the region’s human capital will occur through workforce
development programs or other training that prepares
students and workers to excel in the diversified jobs

of the future. The region will be a center of innovation
across all disciplines and will encourage creativity and
entrepreneurial activity. The importance of freight and
intermodal systems to our economy will be recognized
and supported through regional policies, investments,
and infrastructure decisions. The region’s agriculture, : ;
which takes advantage of our fertile farmland, will be _f—;-l.jl“-] TN
valued as an important regional resource because of N
the economic contribution it makes, the food and fuel it ,}'; "
produces, the scenic value it provides, and the soil and
water it protects.

Resident, Cook County

“View of Commerce.”
This photo represents the common view of the city with its
commerce center and financial district hugging the Chicago
River, and the many interconnecting bridges which connect
the rest of the city to the central downtown.

Photo and words by Zachary Henry
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Through investments that reflect regional priorities, the region will have a broad range of integrated and seamless
transportation choices that are safe, accessible, easy to navigate, affordable, and coordinated with nearby land
use. Our transportation system, which is the region’s link to the global economy, will give northeastern Illinois a
competitive advantage over other metropolitan areas. The elements of our regional transportation system —
including interstates and toll roads, arterial and local roads, public transit including paratransit, bicycle and
pedestrian facilities, airports, freight and intermodal facilities, and water-based transportation options —
maintained and strengthened through continued investment. Our region will use new technologies and
innovative means to address our transportation challenges and minimize their environmental impacts
system will be improved to increase efficiency and interconnectedness, strengthening our position
international center of goods movement and intermodal logistics. Through investments and po
freight, our transportation system will be planned in a way that improves the movement of ¢
between freight and passenger transportation, and mitigates impacts on local commun
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The GO TO 2040 Regional Vision: Next Steps

The development of a shared regional vision is a critical part of the GO TO 2040 planning process, b
end here. The next step in our comprehensive planning process is to determine ways of measuring
in this vision, which CMAP is doing through the development of regional
indicators in partnership with the Chicago Community Trust. These indicators will
not only track our progress toward the future described in the regional vision, they
will also help to prioritize the policies, strategies, and investments that our region
needs to make to realize our vision.

In 2009, CMAP will present several future scenarios, or possible courses of
action, that will move our region toward our shared vision. This work will

culminate in summer 2009, when CMAP will gather public input on alternati
scenarios through a series of events that will be linked with the celebratic
Burnham’s Plan of Chicago. Ultimately, the GO TO 2040 plan will be
GO TO 2040 planning process and how to participate, please vi
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