
Barge and Tonnage Trends for Locks in the Chicago Metropolitan Area, 2005-2010

Chicago Harbor Lock (Chicago River)

Year 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Loaded Barges 36 52 50 39 50 125

Empty Barges 9 17 28 14 10 50

Total Barges 45 69 78 53 60 175

Total Tonnage 111,319 127,800 167,800 105,484 78,740 102,105

Thomas O'Brien Lock (Calumet River)

Year 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Loaded Barges 5,604 5,922 4,475 4,259 2,902 3,192

Empty Barges 3,499 3,759 3,098 2,804 2,044 1,873

Total Barges 9,103 9,681 7,573 7,063 4,946 5,065

Total Tonnage 9,048,078 9,482,367 7,294,890 6,822,254 4,641,383 5,131,780

Lockport Lock (Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal)

Year 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Loaded Barges 10,637 10,675 8,124 7,440 6,204 5,969

Empty Barges 6,387 6,765 5,287 4,466 4,210 3,669

Total Barges 17,024 17,440 13,411 11,906 10,414 9,638

Total Tonnage 16,929,707 17,253,650 13,507,517 12,460,893 10,240,591 9,844,388

Brandon Rd Lock (Des Plaines River, Joliet)

Year 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Loaded Barges 10,934 11,038 8,427 7,587 6,376 6,090

Empty Barges 6,626 6,857 5,508 4,506 4,286 3,612

Total Barges 17,560 17,895 13,935 12,093 10,662 9,702

Total Tonnage 17,341,109 17,811,849 13,862,037 12,665,246 10,465,777 10,010,190

Dresden Island Lock (Illinois River, Channahon)

Year 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Loaded Barges 11,741 12,141 9,388 8,487 7,527 7,229

Empty Barges 6,677 7,038 5,603 4,582 4,777 3,686

Total Barges 18,418 19,179 14,991 13,069 12,304 10,915

Total Tonnage 19,371,418 20,548,035 16,532,747 15,188,254 13,162,751 12,727,367

Source: US Army Corp of Engineers, Navigation Information, Omni Report 23c
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