
Class I Railroads Ownership Service Areas and Facilities

BNSF Railway (BNSF) Berkshire Hathaway (15)

Serves area from the US and Canadian 

Pacific Coasts to Chicago and the Gulf 

Coast (7).  Cicero, Corwith, Logistics Park 

Chicago and Willow Springs terminals

CN (CN) Publicly traded

Services extending to east and west 

coasts of Canada, as well as through 

central US south to the Gulf Coast (8).  

Glenn Yard, Gateway intermodal 

terminal.  Operating railroads in Illinois 

include EJE, GTW, IC, CCP, and WC 

Railroads

C P Rail System (CPRS) Publicly traded

Services in Canada extending from 

Vancouver to Quebec, with U.S. service 

in the upper Midwest and the Middle 

Atlantic states (10). Bensenville Yard, 

Schiller Park intermodal terminals.

CSX Transportation (CSXT) Publicly traded 

Services extending across the eastern 

United States from Quebec to Florida 

west to the Mississippi River (11).  Barr 

Yard.  59th St, Bedford Park intermodal 

terminals.  Operates the BOCT.

Norfolk Southern (NS) Publicly traded 

Services extending from Kansas City and 

Chicago to the Middle Atlantic States, 

south to the Gulf Coast.  New England 

and Dallas are served on trackage and 

haulage rights (12).  47th St, 63rd St., 

Calumet, and Landers intermodal 

terminals

Union Pacific Railroad (UP) Publicly traded 

Services extending from the Pacific Coast 

to the Midwest and the Gulf Coast (13).  

Global I, Global II, Global III (Rochelle), 

Joliet Intermodal Terminal (Global IV), 

Yard Center intermodal terminals

Belt Lines Ownership Service Areas and Facilities

Belt Railway Co of Chicago (BRC) BNSF, CN, CPRS, CSXT, NS, UP

The BRC is a switching terminal railroad, 

providing direct interchange with every 

Class I railroad serving the Chicago 

region.  The Bedford Industrial Park and 

the Clearing Yard are served exclusively 

by the BRC (1).
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Indiana Harbor Belt (IHB) CPRS, CSXT, NS

The IHB is the largest switch carrier in 

the U.S. (1)  Major facilities include 

Gibson Yard (IN), Blue Island Yard, 

Michigan Ave Yard (IN)

Short Line and Regional Railroads Ownership Service Areas and Facilities

Burlington Junction Railway (BJRY) Privately Held (21)

Shortline railroad operator of  six 

industrial railroads in Iowa, Illinois, and 

Missouri, including  a rail line in 

Montgomery, Illinois (20, 21).

Chicago Chemung Railroad (CCUO) Privately Held

Short grain line in McHenry Co near 

Harvard

Chicago, Fort Wayne & Eastern (CFE) RailAmerica

Regional road operating from Ohio to 

NW Indiana, then via trackage rights to 

Chicago (1)

Chicago Rail Link (CRL) OmniTRAX

CRL provides switching and terminal 

service on trackage in Chicago, serving a 

diverse customer base.  CRL also serves 

the Illinois International Port. (5)

Chicago, South Shore and South Bend 

Railroad (CSS) Anacostia & Pacific Co, Inc

Located in northwest Indiana and in 

southeast Chicago, CSS connects the 

northwest Indiana industries with 

Chicago and railroad interchanges (9).

Chicago Terminal Railway (CTM) Iowa Pacific Holdings (14)

Operates three segments of track, 

serving a variety of industries, in 

Chicago, Elk Grove Village, and 

Bensenville (14).

Indiana Rail Road (INRD) Privately Held (23)

Operates from Indiana to the Clearing 

Yard over UP/CSX and BRC track rights 

(22)

Illinois Railway (IR) OmniTRAX (6)

Serves four track segments, including 

segments in Kane and Kendall County 

extending west and south of Eola to 

Streator.  The line serves important 

minerals-based customers (6)

Chicago Area Railroads (April, 2012)

Page 2 of 4



Iowa Interstate Railroad (IAIS)

Railroad Development 

Corporation

Operates from Omaha to Utica then into 

Blue Island on CSXT and Metra Rock 

Island Service rights-of-way.  Blue Island 

Intermodal Terminal

Manufacturer's Junction Railway (MJ) OmniTRAX

Operates a short line railroad in Cicero.  

The line formerly served the Western 

Electrict Hawthorne Works, now largely 

a business center that includes rail 

customer candidates (4)

South Chicago and Indiana Harbor Railway 

(SCIH) Mittal Steel Co. (1)

Operates terminal and switching 

services, serving various industries in the 

South Chicago, South Deering, and 

Indiana Harbor area (1).

Wisconsin and Southern Railroad (WSOR) Privately held

Operates in the southern half of 

Wisconsin and a small portion of 

northeastern Illinois to Fox Lake, then on 

trackage rights south to the Clearing 

Yard (16).

The Shortlines of Chicago Historical Society has identified additional switching and industrial railroads currently 

operating, with information posted at http://www.dhke.com/schs/schs10.htm.  

(7) Supplementary Source: BNSF Railway.  http://www.bnsf.com/customers/pdf/elevationsmap.pdf

(8) Supplementary Source: CN.  http://www.cn.ca/en/shipping-map-north-america-railroad.htm

(9) Supplementary Source: CN.  http://domino-

hq01.cn.ca/it/Shortlines/SL_Static.nsf/Shortlines/9738813659305554862568D50048A0A6?OpenDocument

(10) Supplementary Source: CP Rail.  http://www8.cpr.ca/cms/nr/cprinternet/facilitiesmap/index2.htm

(11) Supplementary Source: CSX Transportation.  http://www.csx.com/index.cfm/customers/maps/csx-system-map/

(4) Supplementary Source: Omnitrax, http://www.omnitrax.com/railroads/manufacturers-junction-railway-llc.aspx 

(November, 2010)

Primary Source: Adapted from The Metropolis Freight Plan,  Technical Report, p. 38, by Chicago Metropolis 2020

(5) Supplementary Source: Omnitrax, http://www.omnitrax.com/railroads/chicago-rail-link-llc.aspx

(6) Supplementary Source: Omnitrax, http://www.omnitrax.com/railroads/illinois-railway-inc.aspx

(1) Supplementary Source: Union Pacific Railroad, Short Line Railroad Directory.  

http://www.uprr.com/customers/shortline/lines/index.shtml

(2) Supplementary Source: CSX Transportation, Class I Railroad Annual Report to the Surface Transportation Board for 

the Year Ending December 28, 2007.  Posted at http://www.stb.dot.gov/econdata.nsf

(3) Supplementary Source: Illinois Department of Transportation.  Illinois Rail Map (2006).  Posted at 

http://www.dot.il.gov/officialrailmap.pdf

Prepared by Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning,  April, 2012
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(12) Supplementary Source: Norfolk Southern.  http://www.nscorp.com/nscportal/nscorp/map.html.

(13) Supplmentary Source: http://www.uprr.com/aboutup/maps/sysmap.shtml
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(22) Supplementary Source:  http://www.inrd.com/images/system_maps/pdf/Chicago.pdf

(23) Supplementary Source:  http://www.inrd.com/company.aspx

(16) Supplementary Source: http://www.wsorrailroad.com/home/wsormap2010.pdf and 

http://www.wsorrailroad.com/home/about.html

(15) Supplementary Source: http://www.bnsf.com/about-bnsf/financial-information/

(14) Supplementary Source: http://www.iowapacific.net/chicago-terminal-railroad.html

(21) Supplementary Source: BNSF Railway.  http://www.bnsf.com/customers/where-can-i-

ship/shortlines/directory/BJRY.html.  

(17) Supplementary Source: STB docket FD_38408_0  

http://www.stb.dot.gov/filings/all.nsf/WEBUNID/F15CEFC22106BC8E85257217006A88AB?OpenDocument

(18) Supplementary Source: STB Docket FD_38408_0.  

http://www.stb.dot.gov/filings/all.nsf/WEBUNID/648708B614ABB48A852570D90071E528?OpenDocument

(19) Supplementary Source: Federal Regiser. Interstate Commerce Commission Finance Docket 32550.  Iowa 

Interstate Railroad, Ltd, Trackage Rights Exemption.  Mokena Illinois Railroad Company.  8/1/1994.

(20) Supplementary Source: Burlington Junction Railroad.  http://www.bjryrail.com/
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