HUD Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Program – NOFA Summary
Important Dates:  

· Application is due August 23, 2010 (no pre-application requirements)

Total Available: $100 million

· $2 million reserved for capacity support grants to be distributed separately through a future NOFA

· $98 million for competitive grants to support preparation of Regional Plans for Sustainable Development (RPSD)
· At least $25 million set-aside for small regions (populations of less than 500,000)
· Award Sizes Based Upon Regional Population and Geographic Boundary

1. Large Metropolitan Regions (500,000+ Population): Min.= $500,000, Max. = $5 million

2. Medium-sized regions (Population between (200,000 and 499,999): Min.= $200,000, Max. = $2 million

3. Small-sized Regions, Rural Communities, and Small Town Areas (Population less than 200,000): Min. = $100,000, Max. = $1 million

Funding Categories (2):

1. Regional Plans for Sustainable Development:  support preparation of plans where such plans do not currently, or where they exist but need to be significantly revised or enhanced. 

2. Detailed Execution Plans and Programs: fine-tune existing regional plans; preparation of more detailed execution plans; and limited predevelopment planning activities for catalytic projects/projects of significance in a regional plan

Preferred Sustainability Status: Applicants meeting specific threshold score will quality for Preferred Sustainability Status, which means the region is ready to advance planning that prioritizes sustainability and inclusion as core outcomes of community development. Benefits: access to capacity building resources, securing potential points in funding opportunities offered by other federal agencies, preservation of aspects of application for next round of funding if not funding in FY2010. 
Eligible Applicants required to form a Consortia:

· Traditional principal city

· Additional cities, counties or units of local government with largest population (if not principal city) and to ensure that consortium represents at least 50% of population in region

· MPO, regional planning agency

· Non-profit organization, foundation or educational institution with capacity to engage diverse groups

· Lead entity can be any of the above members. 

Rating Factors

1. Applicant Capacity  (10 points)
· Organizational structure, relevant experience, key personnel qualifications

2. Needs/Extent of Problem – provide qualitative and quantitative data (10 points)
· Housing costs

· Environmental Quality (documented change in urbanized land per capita, water infrastructure for population

· Transportation Access (VMT/capita, mode share)

· Socioeconomic inequity

· Economic Opportunity (proximity of subsidized housing to employment centers)

· Fresh Food Access

· Healthy Communities (prevalence of preventable disease)

· Area of Severe Economic Distress (poverty & unemployment rates)

3. Soundness of Approach (55 points)
· Points given according to how well the work plan addresses the purposes and goals of Program, with specific, measurable and time-phased objectives for each major activity. 

4. Leveraging Resources (5 points)
· Matching Funds:  are not required, but applicants must provide 20% of requested funding amount in leveraged resources as cash or in-kind contributions (i.e. staff time, donated materials, services).   Applicants also receive additional scoring credit for leveraging greater than 20%
5. Achieving Results and Program Evaluation (20 points)
· HUD provides eight cored outcomes each applicant is expected to fulfill, then allows significant latitude to applicants to set parameters for additional desired outcomes and benchmarks

· Different requirements for Categories 1 & 2

