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Safe Streets 
A Complete Streets Approach to Designing, Building and Maintaining Chicago’s 
Streets 
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Chicago’s Complete Streets Policy 

“The safety and convenience of all users of the transportation 

system including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users, freight, and 

motor vehicle drivers shall be accommodated and balanced in all 

types of transportation and development projects and through all 

phases of a project so that even the most vulnerable - children, 

elderly, and persons with disabilities - can operate safely within the 

public right of way.” 
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Introduction 

Modal Hierarchy – Pedestrian First 
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Chapter 2. Typology 

• Building Form & Function  

• Roadway Form & Function 

• Intersections & Crossings  

• Overlays 
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Typology  

Building Form & Function 

 NR (Neighborhood Residential) 

NM (Neighborhood Mixed-Use) 

C (District Center or Corridor) 

D (Downtown) 

IC (Institutional or Campus) 

IN (Industrial) 

P (Parks and Open Space) 
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Typology  

Roadway Form & Function 

 

CO (Connector) NE (Neighborhood) MA (Main) 

SE (Service) PW (Pedestrian Way) TH (Thoroughfare) 
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Typology  

Intersections and Crossings 

 

AWS (All-way Stop) 

STY (Stop, Yield) 

RBT (Roundabout, Traffic Circle) 

UNC (Uncontrolled) 

MID (Midblock Pedestrian Crossing) 

SIG (Signal) 

DW (Driveway) 
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Typology  

Overlays 

 SRT (State Route) 

BRT (Transit Priority Street) 

MOB (Mobility Priority Street) 

HBS (Historic Boulevard System) 

SRA (Strategic Regional 

Arterial) 

CTY (County Route) TRK (Truck Route) 

TOD (Transit-Oriented District) 

BIK (Bicycle Priority Street) 

PED (Pedestrian Priority Street) 

SNW (Snow Route) 

PRK (Park Streets) 
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Typology 

Roadway Typology & Functional Classification 

Thoroughfare Connector Main 

Neighborhood 

Service, 

Pedestrian 

Way 

Primary Arterial 

Secondary Arterial 

Collector 

Local 

3.1 Modal Hierarchy 

3.2 Design Trees 

3.3 Cross-Section Elements 

3.4 Intersections 

3.5 Geometric and Operational Policies 
 

Chapter 3. Design Guidance 
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Design Guidance 

Default Modal Hierarchy 

 

Other hierarchies: 

Transit > Pedestrian > Bicycle > Automobile  
along a major transit corridor 

Bicycle > Pedestrian > Transit > Automobile  
along a bicycle priority street with bikeways or a bicycle boulevard  

Automobile > Bicycle > Pedestrian > Transit 
in an industrial corridor or along a parkway with no bus service  
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Design Guidance 

General Design Process 

Design 

Trees: 
Establish cross 

section 

Cross Section 

Assemblage: 

Establish 

dimensions 

Cross 

Section 

Elements 
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Design Guidance 

Design Trees 

After street typology and modal hierarchy have been established, 

design trees will guide cross-section selection using three 

parameters: 

 

• Mode Hierarchy  

• Building Form  

and Function 

• Roadway Form  

and Function 
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Design Guidance 

General Design Process 

Design 

Trees: 
Establish cross 

section 

Cross 

Section 

Assemblage: 

Establish 

dimensions 

Cross 

Section 

Elements 
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Design Guidance 

General Design Process 

Design 

Trees: 
Establish cross 

section 

Cross 

Section 

Assemblage: 

Establish 

dimensions 

Cross 

Section 

Elements 
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Design Guidance 

Other Cross Section Elements 

Stoop area 

Door Zone 

Yards 

Building Setbacks 

Walkways 

Trees 

Sidewalk Furniture 

Driveways 

 

Curbs 

Bicycle Lanes 

Protected Bike Lanes 

Parking 

Turn Lanes 

Landscaping 

Pedestrian Refuges 

Bus-rapid Transit 

Protected Bike Lanes 

Turn Lanes 

Curbs 

Bicycle Lanes 

Protected Bike Lanes 

Parking 

Turn Lanes 

Stoop area 

Door Zone 

Yards 

Building Setbacks 

Walkways 

Trees 

Sidewalk Furniture 

Driveways 
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Design Guidance 

Geometric and Operational Policies 

• Level of Service 

• Traffic Control (Signals) 

• Right Turn on Red  

• Design and Control Vehicles  

• Design and Target Speed 

• Lane Width 

 

The final section outlines key 

CDOT geometric and operational 

policies. 
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Chapter 4. Implementation 
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Implementation 

Project Delivery Process 

Thank You 

malvino@luriechildrens.org 

 


