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The Talker: The price to avoid traffic
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LATEST TRANSIT NEWS

Woman rear-ended semi on I80, charged with DUI on 34th
birthday
Updated:

A 34-year-old Hammond
woman - who police say had a blood-alcohol
level 2 1/2 times over the legal limit - ended her
birthday celebration early Saturday by rearending a semi on I-80 outside of Gary.

CHICAGO (FOX Chicago News) - How much would you pay to
avoid traffic?
A local group is launching campaign this week to bring
express toll lanes to several local expressways. Under the
plan, drivers would pay a toll for access to an extra, freeflowing lane. The toll would go up during rush hour, and would
be cheaper when traffic is light. It could be as much as $3-$4 per trip.
The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning says the lanes should be added on the
Stevenson (I-55), Eisenhower (I-290), Jane Addams (I-90), and should be included in plans
on three future expressways, (Elgin-O'Hare West Bypass, Illinois Highway 53 north
extension, Illinois Highway 120 bypass).
DePaul Transportation Professor Joe Schwieterman says the plan will work.

42-year-old skateboarder struck
by car in Wicker Park dies
Updated:

The 42-year-old man who
was struck by a car while he was skateboarding
in the Wicker Park neighborhood a week ago
has died, according to the Cook County Medical
Examiner's office.

Police urge Halloween revelers
not to drive drunk
Updated:

Illinois government officials
and the state police are asking Halloween
revelers to "keep the party off the road" and not
to drive drunk.

"People live complicated, multi-task lives. Variability on the expressway is a huge cause.
They want the certainty to know that in a pinch, they can get where they need to go fast," he
said.

O'Hare to get new body
scanners

Drivers we talked to were skeptical.

New body scanners are
coming to O'Hare International Airport.

"I think it's idiotic. I would never drive on the highways again," one man said.
"It just seems like everybody is looking for ways to generate cash, and what the government
doesn't realize--we're tapped out," said one woman.
Minneapolis is the only Midwestern city currently using express toll lanes, but they're popular
in cities on the coasts.
You can learn more about the plan at http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/congestion-pricing

Updated:

Illinois Tollway board awards
$26M in contracts
Updated:

Illinois Tollway officials
awarded more than $26 million in contracts
Thursday for two projects - widening Interstate
90 from Rockford to the Kennedy Expressway,
and creating a western access to Chicago's...

O`Hare to extend tram system,

