featured

46°

Search
our cities: austin

Five Reasons To Visit
Indianapolis This Fall

Cermak Is The
Future Of Chicago
Streets

Bears Remind Us A
Win Is A Win, No
Matter How Ugly

Would You Pay To Use Express Lanes During Rush Hour?

send a tip
Got something to share? Let us know!

tips@chicagoist.com

The day's most popular stories from Chicagoist
every evening in your inbox from our newsletter.
EMAIL (required)

about
staff / advertising / contact / archive

contribute

Photo credit: Jonathan Lurie

Even if you’re not familiar with bumper-to-bumper traffic on Chicago’s highways first-hand, you may have come
to know the plight of our auto-borne commuters through the empathetic groans of public radio traffic reporters.
“A parking lot,” “a crawl,” and “just brutal,” are some of their painful descriptors for rush-hour flow on the roads.
But a study released Monday by the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning says the city can reduce
morning commute times by 31 to 66 percent if it charges drivers to use express toll lanes planned for five new
construction projects. The charge would be five to 31 cents per mile depending on the road. That comes out to
$2.76 on the Stevenson (I-55) and $3.41 on the Eisenhower (I-290). CMAP’s study says spillover effects of the
program would reduce traffic on nearby arterial routes by 6 to 10 percent.
CMAP launched a website and technical report that sing the praises of congestion pricing, a transportation
policy long thought to be untenable in a political climate quick to deride any fee or tax as an undue invasion of
personal liberty. They hope to convince the Tollway authority, IDOT and other agencies to embrace the idea,
which CMAP said would generate an estimated $74 million annually in gross revenue.
The study looked at the Stevenson (I-55); Eisenhower (I-290); the Jane Addams Memorial Tollway (I-90); the
planned Elgin-O'Hare West Bypass; the planned Illinois Highway 53 north extension in central Lake County;
and the planned Illinois Highway 120 bypass.
This is not a new idea. Mayor Rahm Emanuel previously proposed a downtown parking surcharge to help fund
transit initiatives like a new Cermak / McCormick Place El stop and bus rapid transit routes along Jeffery,
Western and Ashland avenues. President George W. Bush even proposed a "congestion initiative" in 2007, but
tax-weary critics derided that grant program as a bribe. London has charged motorists to drive downtown during
certain hours since 2003.
Highways in Orange County, San Francisco, San Diego, Denver, Miami, Minneapolis and elsewhere use
congestion pricing. Average fees in dollars per mile are less in CMAP’s proposal than on many of those and on
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par with others. Salt Lake City’s I-15, however, costs less. Give it some thought when you’re staring a hole
through the line of bumpers ahead of you on I-90 this afternoon.
Contact the author of this article or email tips@chicagoist.com with further questions, comments or tips.
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OTHER INTERESTING STORIES

ChicagoD
It is amazing to me that people don't already believe the cost of commuting is too
high. I can't imagine spending three hours of my day sitting in the car EVERY DAY to
avoid the indignity of the train. I end up having to drive two or three times a month
and I hate it so much when I do. People who are willing to waste 1/8 of EVERY DAY
would probably pay a lot of (additional) money for the pleasure.
aerojad
Bus Rapid Transit lanes would probably be more useful.
ChicagoD
Not on the expressways (for the most part). The Kennedy, for instance tracks the
Northwest line at least to Jefferson Park. The L, of course, runs along or in the
middle of the Kennedy, Ryan, Ike, and Stevenson. Broadly speaking, the
expressways in Chicago were built in railroad rights of way, so they have pretty good
parallel transit once you get to the city. At most this calls for bus service to Metra and
CTAstations.
aerojad
Isn't there a Pace line that runs up the Stevenson now for a similar purpose? The
line already existed but they just let it run on the shoulder during traffic jams ridership quickly increased. That runs right along the Heritage Corridor.
I was thinking routes that would run perpendicular to a freeway and then express
downtown - or could be more ambitious and extend to the suburbs outside the CTA
range and express downtown.
ChicagoD
There is a bus route that does that on parts of I-55. The data at the link below shows
a year-over-year doubling in daily riders, but that's roughly 200+ people to roughly
400+ per day. Significant percentage, but basically one or two METRAcar(s) a day
(they have a nominal capacity of 230, including standing passengers). All things
considered, taking people on shorter trips in the suburbs to the existing Metra lines
is probably a better, more cost-effective idea.
http://www.rtams.org/rtams/rid...
aerojad
Nice. Thanks for the link. Love data.
jezebelee
Old tired ideas.
furytrader

