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Long-range plan envisions Town Center for
Lakemoor
A r t i c C l oe m m e n P
t sh o t o s
(0)

(2)

1 of 2

A revised comprehensive plan in
Lakemoor suggests a walkable Town
Center be developed along Route 120
near the old village hall and Lily Lake.
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The transformation wouldn’t be fast or easy, but creating a walkable Town Center along
Route 120 near Lily Lake is among the suggestions in a new comprehensive plan being
developed for Lakemoor.
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“They’d like to have it be a real destination,” Nora Beck, associate planner with the
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning, said of those who have been involved in the
yearlong process to update the village’s old long-range plan.
“People genuinely want to have a real
town there rather than a place to pass
through,” added Jason Navota, senior
planner for the agency, which has been
providing village officials with guidance
and technical expertise at no cost
through a federal grant.
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About 30 people were on hand last week
when the draft of the revised
Tcomprehensive plan was presented for
review. A public hearing before the
village plan commission is scheduled for
Dec. 11.
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The plan envisions the area along Lily
Lake and Route 120 as a “walkable
downtown destination with a mix of
uses” and one of three commercial
nodes in the village. Almost half the
village population lives within walking
distance of Lily Lake, the signature
community feature, and of the former
village hall across the street.
But nearly 24,000 vehicles a day pass
that point on Route 120, according to the Illinois Department of Transportation.
“It will take a lot of conversations with IDOT and other people who have interests along
that corridor,” Navota said. “There is significant work that would need to be done.”
The plan envisions an area of about six to eight blocks long be redeveloped as the
traditional main street for Lakemoor. This would be characterized by a row of mixed-use
buildings at least two stories high on the north side of Route 120 as well as the south side
near Sheridan Road and Short Street to help frame the lake.
Currently, the area includes a collection of small homes and a variety of businesses, many
in older buildings and some in newer strip centers. Many buildings are for sale or rent.
Residents, according to the draft plan, envision the “vacant and underutilized” commercial
spaces transformed with more active uses and sidewalks to get there.
The plan also suggests the village commission a market study to determine the number
and types of businesses that might work in the area, focusing on new businesses that
could build on the natural assets of the community.
The village already has taken some steps to highlight the area by expanding Morrison Park
and applying for grants for paths to connect it to Heritage Park via a crosswalk at Darrell
Road. The village board also is considering a location for a new municipal center, which
could become a focal point in the area.
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But as has been consistently noted, the comprehensive plan is a guideline for future
decision-making, and options can be limited by a lack of available cash.
“Any project in town will be driven by economics,” said Mayor Todd Weihofen.
“It’s a long-term dream,” he said of the Town Center concept. “It’s so far down the road,
but you have to have something to shoot for.”
T

Recommend

H

I

S

A

R

T

I

C

L

E

F

I

L

E

MEDICAL ASSISTANT - P-T med asst, OB-GYN,
1 eve-wk, 1-2 sat-mo, + PRN coverage for sickvacation time. Experience required. (id:4320466)
BED BUG TECHNICIAN - This job opportunity is
for a Bed Bud Technician. Career opportunity
with a nationally recognized company for a self
ADVISORY SOFTWARE ENGINEER - Computer
motivated individual. We offer paid training and
Advisory Software Engineer -IBM Corporation,
competitive salary and incentives. Must have
Chicago, IL. Provide tech direction & leadership
verifiable ENGINEER
references, clean
drivingHOSPIRA
record, and
QUALITY
- Engineer:
inVIEW
dvlpmt
ofTOP
integrated
sys/products.
Define/
ALL
JOBS
PLACE
A
JOB
pass
screen.
HS diploma-GED
required.
seeksdrug
Quality
Engineer
in Lake
Forest,
IL. AD
recommend/impl SW alternatives & solutions to
Experience
helpful
but not necessary.
Part-time
Provides
quality
assurance
& eng'g support
for
D achieve
U N
D Eof efficiency
R
hi level
& customer

MARKETS REPORT

News recommend.
Lak em oor
10 people recommend this. Sign Up to see what your friends

MARKET PLACE
Read 0 comments or post a comment

Print

Order reprint

E-mail

Share

More articles in News
Images: The Week In Pictures
Sweat with Santa in Mundelein
World AIDS Day event in Waukegan
District 207 says 2008 Maine West hazing case similar
to 2012 allegations
‘Twilight,’
Bond, ‘Lincoln’ bulk up box office
Wheeling celebrates its lights at Friendship Park

» Browse our Marketplace

CaseyAnthony detectives overlooked Google search
Feds: Teachers embroiled in test-taking fraud
Decades of alumni sing thanks to retired choir director

DH EXTRAS

