g B T
@ W (,;_1_/_
; ﬁm-

o P
WW'l'l'Eyestolhesluts.nrg |l_..’/f‘"j ]

Voice of the town

BLOCAL ...

(Carnival) June 30-July 4
Lisle!Community Park

Subscribe Today
LOG IN | HELP | CONTACT US | SUBSCRIBE TO RSS FEED

OAK PARK/RIVER FOREST SHARE STORIES | SHARE PHOTOS | POST EVENTS | VIEW PRINT EDITION

Subscribe
Build your own ad

SWITCH TOWNS

SEARCH
By Topic

ISeIect aTopic &

By Keyword:

Search in:

_§ Oak Park &
River Forest
J All Towns

Search |

TOPICS
Business
Children/Family

Community
Service/Volunteer

Dining/Food
Entertainment
Faith

General

6/14/10 | 127 views 3 SHARE

A glimpse into future transportation

By Jim Jaworski/Triblocal.com reporter

Village officials are asking Oak Park residents to get involved in a transportation study
that will set priorities on highway and Metra projects for coming decades.

The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning recently released a comprehensive
long-range study and will begin public comment meetings next month. Many

projects will have a direct impact on Oak Park — such as work on 1-290 and a possible

extension of the CTA Blue Line.

“If people wait until they hear the bulldozers running, then they are too late,” said
Oak Park Assistant Village Manager Rob Cole.

Details on the plan, titled Go To 2040, are available at www.goto2040.org. Citizens
can download the entire plan and see itemized lists of potential projects. The closest
public hearing is scheduled from 6 to 8 p.m. July 20 at the Cicero Community Center,
2250 S. 49th Ave.

The study separates future projects into two categories. The first, called fiscally
constrained projects, are considered high-priority. These projects are mostly
improvements to existing transportation infrastructure. The second category, fiscally
unconstrained projects, is mostly new infrastructure projects.
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Cole said the biggest transportation issue in Oak Park is the lack of mass transit
heading west. While public transportation to and from the city is readily available,
there are not many good options to get to and from west Cook County and DuPage
County.

One remedy that has been discussed for years is the combination of an extension of
the Blue Line at least to Oak Brook — and possibly all the way to Lisle — and the
creation of a bus rapid transit system through DuPage, nicknamed the “J” Line.

Both projects are listed as unconstrained projects and would not be treated with the
same priority. Cole said he would like to see plans that focus on public transportation
and not simply highway or roadway expansion — and not just for the good of Oak
Park.

“A lot of people are upset about the (gulf oil spill,)” he said. “A lot of people are

blaming BP and want to issue a moratorium on offshore drilling. | can agree with that.

But the reality is that this isn’t going to change unless we change the way we think
about transportation.”
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Movie Zoo: The Lion King
Best for ages 5 to 10. MORE

June 17, 2010
Antiques Appraisal Show at Oak Park Arms
The Senior Citizen Services Coordinating Council is

holding a luncheon and antiques appraisal show from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday, June ... MORE
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Ladies Night at McAdam
Landscaping
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spring and hello to summer, enjoy a
free massage, as well as wine tasting, music, hors
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