Select a publication or site

GO

Home Delivery
About Us
Customer Service
Email newsletters

Search »

79°F
Sunny
CourierNewsOnline.com Member of Sun-Times Media

BECOMEA
MEMBER!

Go

Weather

Site All Papers
Web Search by
YAHOO!

Become a member of our community!
Please sign in her e t o cont r ibut e cont ent .
|

Sign In

Register

What's this?

Home | News | Sports | Opinions | Business |
Entertainment | Classifieds | Lifestyles | Ebert | Search | Archives | Obituaries | Video | Blogs | RSS

PHOTOS: FELONY ARRESTS»
Recent court cases

N e w s
A l e r
E-mail
Text message
RSS
V o t e r ' s
G
eVoter
Polling Place
Absentee Ballot
N e w s
Local
Region
Nation
World
Blagojevich
Obama
Education
Elections
Health
Politics
Religion
L o c a l
N e w
Main Page
Elgin
East Dundee * West
Dundee *
Carpentersville *
Algonquin * Lake in
the Hills
Hampshire * Huntley *
Burlington
Pingree Grove *
Gilberts * Sleepy
Hollow
South Elgin * St.
Charles * Bartlett *
Wayne * Streamwood
Sycamore * Genoa
Police Blotter
Schools
Obituaries
Elections
Opinions
Weather
Business
C o l u m n i s t
The 411
The Fixer
The Pulse
Readers' Reporter
Town Talk

FULL COVERAGE OF RACE WEEK»
PHOTOS: Chicagoland Speedway

SUMMER VACATIONS»
Send us your family adventures

PHOTOS: CELEBRATIONS»
Commemorate your event

LOCAL NEWS ::

t s

Print Article
u iJelke
d e

Email Article

Share / Bookmark

Buzz up!

Creek Sanctuary gets back to nature

Comments
July 10, 2010

By GLORIACARR gcarr@stmedianetwork.com
DUNDEE TOWNSHIP — The enormous cottonwood tree has stood tall
as the land around it has undergone a transformation from a gravel pit to
a scenic nature retreat.
Dundee Township Supervisor Sue Harney has walked the path many
times, passing the cottonwood tree, but finds something new every time.
s » Click to enlarge image

The 232-acre Jelke Creek Bird
Sanctuary is unrecognizable
from just a year ago when the
entire parcel was regraded and
reconstructed. It is a project
that Harney has worked on for
seven years, from securing
grants to reviewing
architectural plans to
overseeing construction.
(Michael Smart/Staff Photographer)

"This view is really pretty," she said,
looking out from a vista built near the
tree.
The 232-acre Jelke Creek Bird
Sanctuary is unrecognizable from just
a year ago when the entire parcel
was regraded and reconstructed. It is
a project that Harney has worked on
for seven years, from securing grants
to reviewing architectural plans to
overseeing construction.
"I am in love with this site," said
Harney during a recent tour of the
property located off Boncosky Road
and bounded by Sleepy Hollow Road
on the west. "It's coming along, but
we have a long way to go."

Dundee Township purchased the
former Chicago Elmhurst Stone
gravel site in 2000 and the adjoining
land, owned by the Schuetz family, in
s
2001 with grants from Illinois
Department of Natural Resources's Open Land Trust program. Amajority
of the $2.3 million renovation was completed through grant money.
RELATED STORIES
• Photos: Bird sanctuary

The idea behind Jelke Creek Bird Sanctuary is threefold: restore an area
to enhance a disappearing bird habitat, develop a water management
design and provide residents with an interactive recreation area, Harney
said. The township continues working on the final touches as it prepares
to unveil the sanctuary at a grand opening next weekend.
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Character traits
The land stood vacant for years, looking more like a set out of one of
those 1980s "Mad Max" movies.
Harney recently drove her truck through the walking paths still closed off
to the public. No vehicles will be allowed on the property once it opens,
except those used for maintenance.
As she drove on the gravel path, she explained the work that's been
done.
Construction crews had to fix the damage done to the property as a result
of the mining and moved 260,000 cubic yards of dirt on the site, creating
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4.5 miles of trails and six ponds including one for fishing pond that has
been stocked with bluegill and largemouth bass.
There was a vertical drop of 20 to 30 feet along the back of the property
that was popular with neighborhood dare devils. "If you stepped off it,
you'd be in a free fall," Harney said. The drop was filled in with dirt and
plants.
Wherever possible, the township left trees and boulders original to the
site, she said.
As she drove, the path suddenly ended at a field that has not been
touched. This portion cannot be developed because it is the site of a
prehistoric Indian village uncovered in the 1970s. The discovery caused
work on the gravel pit to stop. An archeologist on that dig, Cathy Bird, will
be at the grand opening discussing the property's rich history.
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When doves fly
Harney backed up and continued on, heading north on the property. As
she drove, two doves flew overhead. Volunteers from the Chicago
Audubon Society have been taking stock of the variety of birds seen on
the property and have developed three reference pages, she said. Arare
barred owl and a sandhill crane, whose numbers were down a few years
ago, have been spotted in the sanctuary.
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Harney said she is sure the sanctuary will attract bird watchers from all
over the region and the township is working on listing all the varieties
found on www.ebird.org.
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Asignature feature of the sanctuary is the terraced ponds. What makes
Jelke Creek Bird Sanctuary even more unique is that it's designed to
catch rainfall and let it infiltrate the ground and end up in the Jelke Creek
watershed. The six ponds are part of the design, Harney said.
She has been interested in developing a water management plan area
for years. The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning's (CMAP) 2030
study predicts Kane County will face a water supply shortage if
sustainable watersheds and management plans are not created. The
sanctuary's design achieves the goals laid out both in CMAP's 2030
water plan and the Kane County Water Resource Report, according to
Harney.
Jelke Creek's design is working just as planned, Harney said. Heavy
rains this spring and summer were filtered throughout the property and
did not cause any flooding, she said.
Healing properties
Alocked fence keeps cars out for now but other entrances along
Boncosky and Sleepy Hollow roads, allow people to walk onto the
grounds. Jelke Creek Sanctuary is already becoming a popular place for
people using the walking paths, bird watchers and environmentalists,
Harney said.
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June Keebler has worked on open space iniatives for 25 years and played a key role in a mid-1990s referendum that created an open space
district within Dundee Township. She lives nearby and has watched the progress at the sanctuary.
"It's just been really exciting," said Keebler.
The sanctuary is the most transformed of all the township's open space properties and is a good example of natural restoration, she said.
"We are putting back everything we can possibly put back," Keebler said. "It's a re-establishment of a natural system that we hope over time
will have all the places of high quality natural system. It will take years, but the matrix will be there. It couldn't be more exciting."
Back at the sanctuary, Harney pulled alongside a pond where contractors were doing more planting. Atotal of 50,000 seedlings and plants
were established, Harney said. The site had been overgrown with weeds and other non-native plants and trees, many of which were cut
down. Some Sleepy Hollow neighbors complained when the trees were cut down, but Harney said it was necessary to remove them to get
the land back to its natural state.
The property has come a long way, but it has a long way to go, Harney said.
"It will finally heal itself over a long time," she said.
Sanctuary opening events
Dundee Township is inviting residents to experience the Jelke Creek Bird Sanctuary during its grand opening next weekend.
Here's a list of events.
n Friday, July 16
6:30 p.m. — Opening ceremony
n Saturday, July 17
7–9 a.m. — Kane DuPage Soil and Water District Information table; bird walk accompanied by John James Audubon impersonator.
9-11 a.m. — "Wild Ones" nature Hike led by township Supervisor Sue Harney.
10 a.m.–2 p.m. — Hay rides; tour of newly restored site.
Noon — Lion's Club selling lunches.
1-2 p.m. — Beginners birding for adults; attracting birds to your yard; learn about the birds at the sanctuary.
10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. — Children's activities, including bird art tables, nature bingo hike and interactive bird identification game.
2-7:30 p.m. — James Audubon presentation at 2 p.m.; archeological talk by Cathy Bird at 3 p.m.; grand opening at 4 p.m.
n Sunday, July 18
8 a.m.-noon — Fishing derby (contact the township for more details to pre-registration for the derby).

11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. — Frontenac Farms Open House, art display, tours of the stable, history, demos and kid stuff.
Noon-3 p.m. — Lunch at Frontenac Ice Cream Social Farms.
For more information, call the township office at 847-428-8092.
Source: www.dundeetownship.org
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