Sign up!

Articles

Comments

Submit Content

RSS

Thursday, October 14, 2010

1 Comment

Search Streetsblog Capitol Hill

HUD Announces Winners of $100M in Sustainability Grants
by Tanya Snyder on October 14, 2010

Tips, comments, questions? Contact us.

Planners in 45 regions in 27 states have a little more to work with today in their efforts to shape sustainable
growth.
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced the winners of nearly $100
million in grants from its new Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Program, intended to
connect “housing with good jobs, quality schools and transportation.” The grants are meant to either help
regions develop sustainability plans or to assist with the implementation of plans where they exist.
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The grants announced today are the same kind that would be funded by the Livable Communities Act,
introduced last year by Sen. Chris Dodd (D-CT). That bill would offer grants to foster coordinated land use
and transportation planning across the country. It is currently hanging in limbo, with Dodd about to leave the
Senate. No one knows how long Congress will re-convene for its lame duck session after the elections, or
what they will take up.
But bill or no bill, the HUD grants are filling a gap.
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One word: space. The amount of

space it takes to move individual

Asample of the regions that won grants today:
* The Minneapolis-St. Paul Metropolitan Council received $5 million to support planning “along the growing
network of transit corridors.” According to Met Council chair Peter Bell, “The funds are a means to focus our
efforts on shaping development along transit corridors in ways that make transit more successful, promote
housing and transportation affordability and availability, and make communities more vital.”
* Cleveland received $4.25 million to rein in the devastating sprawl Angie described last month. Metro
Cleveland’s regional planning agency hasn’t actually been doing much regional planning — and the result
has been a depressed, abandoned urban core surrounded by rapid growth on the suburban fringe. This
grant requires a more proactive approach to planning for future development “with an eye toward
sustainability.”
* The Chicago region also got $4.25 million for its GO TO 2040 plan. HUD didn’t want to dictate livability
prescriptions to regions, and in Chicago, at least, the regional agency is leaving a lot of the details up to the
locality. But the idea is to “support more compact development and redevelopment” by improving transit and
options for walking and bicycling. They’re also keeping an eye on protecting green space and local historic
character.
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The winners weren’t all major metropolitan regions. From Anniston, Alabama to Urbandale, Iowa, small
towns and rural areas got a boost too. You can see the full list of winners here. [PDF]
Hot
Topics

One Comment

Last comment by Boris

Leave a comment »

Recent
Comments

Most
Emailed

Fighting Freeways: War Stories FromPortland
4 Comments

Latest by: Flaneur, Today at 1:40 PM

Boris

How to Slay a Highway: Notes on the Mt. Hood
Freeway and Harbor Drive

HUD gave money to make some plans and then put them on the shelf to await better times.
Because the money to actually build what the plans will call for, or the legal framework to
make the building possible, is nowhere to be found.
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