
From: Lisa Glisson [mailto:lglisson@braidwood.us]  

Sent: Wednesday, August 28, 2013 9:53 AM 
To: Info 

Subject: GO TO 2040 and TIP Amendment Public Comment 

 
Attached is the Resolution passed by the Braidwood City Council in support of the Illiana Project.  They 
Mayor would appreciate this support being documented with your department. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lisa A. Glisson, City Clerk 
City of Braidwood 
141 W. Main Street 
Braidwood, IL  60408 
815-458-2333 ext. 203 
815-405-0908 

 



































From: Rick Kwasneski
To: Info
Subject: GO TO 2040 and TIP Amendment Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, September 03, 2013 11:41:43 AM
Attachments: Resolution-Illiana 2012-08-24.pdf

The Joliet Arsenal Development Authority (JADA) supports the Illinois Department of Transportation
(IDOT) request to amend the GO TO 2040 plan by adding the Illiana Expressway project to the plan’s
list of fiscally constrained projects. I have attached a resolution passed by our board in support of
the Illiana project. We fully support the positions submitted by Will County, the Will County CED as
well as the Will County Governmental League as it is a critical project for our area.
 
JADA has a superior redevelopment/job creation track record, partnering with various levels of
government, union labor and the private sector to develop two major projects with CenterPoint
Properties Trust, the CenterPoint Intermodal Center-Elwood with BNSF and the CenterPoint
Intermodal Center – Joliet with the UP totaling 6400 acres resulting in the creation of thousands of
jobs and over $3 billion dollars in private investment. The Union of Operating Engineers Local 150
(“Local 150”) developed a $50 million state-of-the-art 324,000 square foot skill improvement and
training facility on 300 acres of JADA property.  This project was operational by 2007 and annually
assists over 2000 workers and trainees develop their skills.  The CenterPoint and Local 150 projects
have received national acclaim, culminating at the 2009 Association of Defense Communities annual
conference where JADA was recognized as a “national model for military base re-development” and
received the 2009 Base Development Community of the Year Award. 

We have an opportunity to be proactive with the inclusion of the Illiana this is truly a transportation
corridor. The JADA/CenterPoint developments as well as others industrial parks already developed
will continue to expand and improve economic development with jobs and investment. Along with
that will be the increased need to accommodate the additional traffic that is generated to enable
for goods to be delivered. The Illiana will allow for relief to I-80 which is very congested with
interstate and intermodal traffic and is very unreliable at various times of day.

IDOT is looking at various options relative to constructing and operating the Illiana which includes
Public/Private Partnerships, which they have gotten significant interest from the private sector.
Working with the State of Indiana, Illinois has an opportunity to bring a much needed project to Will
County which has experienced significant growth both in population and development which will
continue into the future. We believe that this project should be added to the GO TO 2040 plan
without delay which will keep the momentum going on this very important transportation corridor

 
 
RICK KWASNESKI
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

JOLIET ARSENAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
815/630-2800 phone
815/630-2801 fax
_________________________________________________________________________
The information contained in this e-mail message is from the Joliet Arsenal Development Authority and may be privileged, confidential, and
protected from disclosure. If you are not  the intended recipient, any further disclosure or use, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this

mailto:rkwasneski@jada.org
mailto:Info@cmap.illinois.gov







message or any attachment is strictly prohibited. If you think that you have received this e-mail message in error, please delete the e-mail, and
either e-mail the sender at the above address or notify us at our telephone number 815-630-2800.
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David L. Owen
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755-9589

Senior Center
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VILLAGE OF

SOUTH CHICAGO HEIGHTS
August 28, 2013

Mr. Randy Blankenhorn, Executive Director
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
233 S. Wacker Dr.
Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60606

Re: Proposed GO TO 2040 amendment to add Illiana Corridor to list of fiscally constrained

projects

Dear Mr. Blankenhorn,

The Village of South Chicago Heights strongly supports the proposed amendment of the

GO TO 2040 comprehensive regional plan that would add the IIliana Corridor project to

the list of fiscally constrained projects. We believe the Illiana corridor has the potential to

provide significant congestion relief on major freight corridors including a national truck

bottleneck, support the economy of the south suburbs and improve quality of life in

eastern Will County.

Excluding the Illiana Corridor from GO TO 2040 will effectively halt the process of securing

a public private partnership and eliminate the opportunity to employ an innovative

financing mechanism. Inclusion of this project at this point in time is a necessary step in

order for lOOT to complete the Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement and receive a

Record of Decision from the relevant federal agencies. This step is critical for moving this

project forward as a public private partnership. It was made clear at the June 2013

IDOTjlNDOT IIliana industry forum that potential concessionaire teams will not risk

spending millions of dollars to prepare bid documents if the lliiana Corridor is not

included in the region's long range transportation plan.

For over a decade, South Chicago Heights has advocated for the development of the

Illiana Corridor as a means of improving bistate connectivity and providing congestion

relief on significant freight corridors. We agree with GO TO 2040 that "We need to

address and resolve our freight pinch points in the region ... a problem that transcends

geographical boundaries." (p. 313). The Borman Expressway is perhaps the greatest pinch

point in the national trucking network, representing the convergence of four interstates:

1-80, 1-90, 1-94 and 1-294. A single lane closure due to an accident or construction can back

up traffic from Northwest Indiana to Joliet. Although 1-80 recently was widened, by all
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estimates, truck congestion will continue to grow. In fact, according to CMAP research,

truck traffic will increase by 60% over the next 30 years

(http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/freight-snapshotftrucking-system).

It is well understood that an efficient freight network is critical to the economic well-being

and livability of the Chicago region. This is particularly true in the south suburbs. Since

the decline of manufacturing in our region, the freight and logistics industry has emerged

as a significant component of our economy. In this context, transportation infrastructure

is our single greatest asset. Yet congestion and delay on 1-80 threaten the productivity,

safety and quality of life in the region. Attracting new businesses and maintaining the

existing cluster of manufacturing, intermodal, trucking and logistics firms in south Cook

County will depend on freeing up capacity in this corridor. Likewise, maintaining the

quality of life in eastern Will County will depend on the development of an alternate truck

route south of 1-80. Lacking a true bypass, trucks have created their own, travelling on

inadequate local roads and rural highways between Indiana and the Will County

intermodal facilities in order to avoid the congestion further north.

It should be noted that CMAP has already approved programming over $44 million for the

liliana Corridor through its Transportation Improvement Program.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this proposed amendment. The Village of

South Chicago Heights values its relationship with CMAP and looks forward to continued

collaboration.

Sincerely,

David L. Owen

Village President
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