










August 29, 2013 
 

 
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) 
ATTN: Plan and TIP amendments 
233 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 800 
Chicago IL 60606 
Email: info@cmap.illinois.gov 
 
Dear CMAP: 
 
The Illinois Road and Transportation Builders Association (IRTBA) is writing in 
support of the Illiana Corridor Project to be included in the GOTO 2040 plan.  
The Illiana is a project of national, regional and local significance.  It is our 
opinion that CMAP has downplayed the economic benefits this project would 
provide.  We also note that CMAP should apply a consistent standard of 
evaluation with respect to financing construction and operating costs. CMAP has 
also not recognized the positive impact on truck freight traffic through the 
Chicagoland region that the Illiana would create.  Failing to include this project 
in the regional plan would only further aggravate traffic congestion experienced 
in existing routes between Indiana and Illinois, especially on the Borman 
Expressway.  
 
Illinois plays a key role as one of our nation’s largest inland ports, and improving 
access to this port is of most importance. Planning for this new economic 
development needs to be a priority for CMAP. 
 
Please consider including the Illiana Corridor Project to the GOTO 2040 plan.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Sturino 
IRTBA President & CEO 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Jennifer Krug McNaughton 
Chairman of the Board 
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Phone: 815.254.FFFC Marc R. Poulos 
Fax: 815.254.3525Executive Director 

"keeping it fair, for contractors and workers" 

September 3,2013 

Mr. Randy Blankenhorn, Executive Director 
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning 
233 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 800 
Chicago, IL 60606 

Re: Proposed Go TO 2040 Plan amendment to add Illiana corridor to list of fiscally constrained 
projects. 

Dear Mr. Blankenhorn 

I am writing on behalf of the Indiana, Illinois, Iowa Foundation for Fair Contracting (III FFC). As you 
may be aware, our organization is a labor-management cooperative committee funded solely by 
contractors signatory to collective bargaining agreements with the International Union of Operating 
Engineers, Local 150, AFL-CIO. III FFC is established to support, promote, and encourage fair 
contracting by providing a "level playing field" in the public construction arena for contractors, 
workers, and taxpayers. From ensuring protections of prevailing wages on public projects, to 
improving our contractors' competitiveness, to rebuilding the economies of Illinois, Indiana, and Iowa, 
III FFC is tirelessly dedicated to the common interests of our members and regions. 

This letter is regarding the CMAP proposed amendment that would add the llliana Corridor project to 
the GO TO 2040 comprehensive regional plan list of fiscally-constrained projects. III FFC would like 
to express its strong support in favor of this project, as the expressway is needed for many reasons. 

In the short term, construction of the Illiana Expressway will put people to work. The nonpartisan, 
nonprofit Illinois Economic Policy Institute (ILEPI) recently released a report evaluating the benefits 
of constructing the Illiana Corridor. ILEPI's report estimates that the project will employ construction 
workers for 9,000 job-years in Illinois and Indiana over its duration, including 6,752 in lllinois alone. 
The project will create almost 4,000 additional job-years for workers in other sectors of the economy, 
will add $1.5 billion to the Illinois economy by 2018, and will result in good jobs for workers- with 
per-worker total compensation averaging $66,500 annually. The project is also expected to increase 
state and local tax revenues by $48 million in lllinois. With the state still suffering from the effects of 
the Great Recession, this project provides much-needed stimulus to the economy. 

Once the road is built, the benefits only keep growing for both local communities and the entire region. 
Local communities will benefit from the reduced number of trucks on roads, the region will benefit 
from reduced congestion, and workers will have better access to jobs in Chicagoland. The project also 
supports the future needs of Will County, one of the fastest-growing counties in the country. Finally, 
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over the long term, the project serves as an economic development tool, spurring as many as 18,000 
jobs and adding $3.9 billion to the economy. 

The Governors of Illinois and Indiana have been long supporters of this project, which will be the first 
public-private partnership (P3) in Illinois. P3 projects tend to be built faster, cheaper, and more 
efficiently than traditional highway projects. P3s allow states to build important projects like the Illiana 
Corridor with fewer tax dollars. Most importantly, P3 projects show a mutual public and private sector 
willingness to invest in Illinois, put people to work, and grow our economy. 

The Illiana Expressway puts Illinois residents back to work in high-road jobs with good pay, promotes 
accountable economic development, and supports future population growth in the region. The long­
lasting benefits of the llliana Expressway greatly outweigh its upfront costs. 

On behalf of III FFC and its members, I want to thank you for this opportunity to comment on this 
very important project. 

Marc R. Poulos 
Indiana, Illinois, Iowa 
Foundation for Fair 
Contracting 
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