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Process

• Unified Work Program (UWP) and NHTSA Pedestrian 
Safety Focus Cities funds

• Sam Schwartz Engineering 

• CDOT & MPAC develop vision stmt and final plan

P bli i ll b i• Public agencies collaboration

• Public hearings (6)

• Website for comments

• Approved and released Sept 2012
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The people of Chicago cultivate, 
encourage, and enjoy mutual 
respect on our streets.  

People choose to be pedestrians 
because the experience is the 

V
isio

n

Chicago Pedestrian Plan 

safest, most connected, 
accessible, and above all, the 
most enjoyable.  

Because we are committed to a 
strong pedestrian environment 
as an essential part of our 
complete transportation system, 
we area  a healthier, more livable 
city. 

state
m
e
n
t

CDOT Goals

• Eliminate pedestrian crash fatalities in ten years

• Reduce pedestrian and bike crash injuries 50% in five years

• Reach 50% of commute trips made by walking, biking, transit, 
and working from home by 2030 (currently 38%)

Plan Content

• Vision statement

• What We Heard

• Tools for Safer Streets

• Safety

• Connectivity

• Livability

• Health

• Implementation: Making It Happen
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Tools for Safer Streets
INTERSECTIONS AND CORRIDORS
1. Marked crosswalks
2. In‐Road Stop for Pedestrians signs
3. Pedestrian refuge islands
4. Signals and beacons
5. Accessible pedestrian signals
6. Pedestrian countdown timers
7. Leading pedestrian intervals
8. Lagging left turns

WHAT:  Discussion of the tool

WHERE:  Appropriate uses

HOW:  Implementation 

methodology
gg g

9. Road diets
10. Speed feedback signs
11. Roundabouts

NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS
12. Chicanes
13. Vertical traffic calming
14. Skinny streets
15. Bump‐outs
16. Neighborhood traffic circles

COST:  Low, Medium, or High

Safety

our goals
› Eliminate pedestrian fatalities in 

ten years
› Reduce serious pedestrian injuries 

by 50% every five years

how we’ll do ithow we ll do it
› Design and build safer streets for 

pedestrians
› Encourage and enforce safe driving, 

walking, and biking behaviors
› Make Chicago’s streets secure from 

crime and violence
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Safety 
1.1. Develop a Zero in Ten pedestrian Develop a Zero in Ten pedestrian 

crash programcrash program
2.2. Implement Safety ZonesImplement Safety Zones
3.3. Improve signalized intersectionsImprove signalized intersections
4.4. Citywide crosswalk policyCitywide crosswalk policy
5.5. Balance street space between Balance street space between 

vehicles, pedestrians, and vehicles, pedestrians, and 
bicyclistsbicyclistsyy

6.6. Safety improvements for seniorsSafety improvements for seniors
7.7. Taxi drivers safetyTaxi drivers safety
8.8. Design neighborhood streets for Design neighborhood streets for 

slow, local trafficslow, local traffic
9.9. Driver outreach in high crash Driver outreach in high crash 

locationslocations
10.10.Improve crash dataImprove crash data

Safety
11. Pedestrian safety in enforcement11. Pedestrian safety in enforcement
12. Automated enforcement12. Automated enforcement
13. Work with the judicial system13. Work with the judicial system
14.14.Work with emergency respondersWork with emergency responders
15.15.Modify driver education programsModify driver education programs
16.16.Temporary uses in vacant Temporary uses in vacant 

propertiesproperties
17.17.Support Safe Passages Support Safe Passages pp gpp g
18.18.Information for crash victimsInformation for crash victims
19.19.Support Chicago Alternative Support Chicago Alternative 

Policing StrategyPolicing Strategy
20.20.Analyze the relationship between Analyze the relationship between 

pedestrian safety and crimepedestrian safety and crime
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Crash Awareness Campaigns

High Visibility & Targeted Enforcement

Safety Marketing 2014
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Connectivity
our goals

› Identify and eliminate gaps and 
barriers in the pedestrian network

› Establish policies that prioritize 
pedestrian access

how we’ll do it
b ld d› Design, build, and maintain a more 

connected pedestrian network
› Improve information on the 

pedestrian environment and the 
methods through which pedestrian 
data is collected, analyzed, and 
shared

Connectivity
1. Maintain pedestrian access during 1. Maintain pedestrian access during 

constructionconstruction
2. Improve sidewalk snow removal 2. Improve sidewalk snow removal 

practicespractices
3.  Ensure clear pedestrian routes on 3.  Ensure clear pedestrian routes on 

sidewalkssidewalks
4. Improve pedestrian connectivity to 4. Improve pedestrian connectivity to 

transittransit
5. Ensure connectivity for persons with5. Ensure connectivity for persons with5. Ensure connectivity for persons with 5. Ensure connectivity for persons with 

disabilitiesdisabilities
6. Improve at6. Improve at‐‐grade rail crossingsgrade rail crossings
7. Collaborate on future school sitings7. Collaborate on future school sitings
8. Improve non8. Improve non‐‐standard intersectionsstandard intersections
9. Improve underpasses9. Improve underpasses

Connectivity
10. Improve expressway entrances and exits10. Improve expressway entrances and exits
11. Develop standards for pedestrian facilities in parking lots11. Develop standards for pedestrian facilities in parking lots
12. Improve pedestrian data collection and sharing methods12. Improve pedestrian data collection and sharing methods
13. Identify barriers and gaps in the pedestrian network13. Identify barriers and gaps in the pedestrian network
14.14. Improve wayfindingImprove wayfinding
15.15. Identify potential streets for Pedestrian Street designationIdentify potential streets for Pedestrian Street designation
16.16. Improve analysis of pedestrian operationsImprove analysis of pedestrian operations
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Livability

our goals
› Increase the amount and quality of 

pedestrian space
› Increase the activity in pedestrian 

space

how we’ll do ithow we ll do it
› Design, build, and maintain more 

livable streets
› Encourage activity in all pedestrian 

spaces

Livability

1. Create Make Way for People 
program

2. Update City guidelines
3. Encourage community 

placemaking
4. Program pedestrian space
5. Integrate art into pedestrian 

spaces
6. Maintain public spaces

Health

our goals
› Increase the number of pedestrian 

trips for enjoyment, school, work, 
and daily errands

› Increase the mode share of 
pedestrian trips for enjoyment, 
school, work, and daily errandsschool, work, and daily errands

how we’ll do it
› Develop and support pedestrian 

programs and events
› Develop and support pedestrian 

encouragement policies
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Health
1. Foster Play Streets
2. Hold more Open Streets events
3. Promote Car Free Day
4. Support Walk and Bike to School Day
5. Implement Pedestrian Awareness 

Week
6. Establish Pedestrian Challenge event
7. Incorporate Health Impact 

AssessmentsAssessments
8. Develop a Health by Design Guide
9. Collaborate on Wellness Benefits
10. Support aging in place

Implementation: Prioritization Tool

Implementation: Crash Data in Planning
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Safe Routes to School & Walk to Transit

Complete Streets Modal Hierarchy:
Pedestrian First

Design Guidance

Designing for Zero Fatalities

• Traffic Control (Signals)

• Right Turn on Red 

Design and Control Vehicles• Design and Control Vehicles

• Design and Target Speed

• Lane Widths
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Design Guidance
Intersections

• Small, simple intersections

• Minimize crossing length, 
locate at desire lines

• Align lanes

• Square offq

• Manage speed

• Organize buses and 
cyclists

• Prioritize signals for peds

• Convert excess pavement

Examples – Arterial Resurfacing

(Before) South Chicago – Looking SE (After) South Chicago – Looking SE

Walk to Transit
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Walk to Transit

Walk to Transit

Stay In Touch!

Website
www.chicagocompletestreets.org

Contact
scarlson@milhouseinc.com

Facebook
facebook.com/CDOTNews

33


