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Application form:
Community Planning Program and

Local Technical Assistance Program
DEADLINE: Noon on Thursday, June 26, 2014

This application form is online at www.rtachicago.com/applications.  You may submit the form by email to applications@rtachicago.com.   
Upon receipt of application, you will receive an e-mail verifying that your application has been received.  
1. Name of Applicant: 
Sustainable Englewood Initiatives
2. Main Contact for Application (please include name, phone number and email): 
John Paul Jones

(312) 473-6557

sustainableenglewood@gmail.com

3. Type of Applicant (please check any that apply):

____ Local government

___ Multijurisdictional group* 


Please list the members of the group (including 






government and nongovernmental organizations):
_________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

X____ Nongovernmental organization*

Name of local government partner(s):
_Department of Planning and Development – Chicago Public Building Commission – Chicago Park District – Friends of the Parks – OpenLands – Environmental Law and Policy Center – Northwestern Environmental Law Clinic – Active Transit Alliance – Teamwork Englewood – Imagine Englewood If.. – Pastors of Englewood – RAGE, Sherwood Peace Association – Horses, of Course! – Rowan Trees- Lindblom Math and Science Academy – Hope and Healing – Norfolk Southern Foundation – King Days of Respect Inc. – Stay Environmental -  Englewood Area Elected Officials (state, local and county)

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
*Applications submitted by multijurisdictional groups and nongovernmental organizations must include a letter indicating support from each relevant local government.  See the FAQs for more information.  Nongovernmental applicants are strongly encouraged to contact CMAP or the RTA prior to submitting their application to discuss their project and the demonstration of local support.
4. Project Type (please check any that apply):
Please check all statements below that describe characteristics of your project.  (This will help us determine whether your project is best handled by CMAP or RTA.)

____ My project involves preparation of a plan.
____ My project helps to implement a past plan.
__X__ My project links land use, transportation, and housing.

____ My project has direct relevance to public transit and supports the use of the existing transit system.

____ My project is not directly related to transportation or land use, but implements GO TO 2040 in other ways.
5. Project Location:

Please provide a brief description of the location of your project.  You may include a map if that helps to describe location, but this is not required.  If your project helps to implement a past plan, please include a link to that plan.
The project is known by city planners as the Englewood Line. Locally, the project is known as the New Englewood Remaking America (ERA) Trail. The project site is along 59th Street, an elevated abandoned railroad spur owned by Norfolk Southern that is aligned from Wallace Street to the East and Hamilton Street to the west. The corridor was recognized by CMAP and city planners under its FY 2013 Federal HUD Grant program – Green Healthy Neighborhoods covering the West Englewood, Englewood, Woodlawn and Washington Park communities. The New ERA Trail is supported to become a urban park and recreational corridor, surrounded by a host of Green development initiatives. 
6. Project Description:

Please tell us what you would like to do in your community, and what assistance is needed.  If you have more than one idea, please submit a separate application for each project.  Please be specific, but also brief (less than two pages per project idea)—we simply want to have a basic understanding of what you want to do.  CMAP and RTA staff will follow-up with you if we need any additional information to fully understand your proposed project. 

(Please include any additional information that is relevant, preferably by providing links to online documents.)
Sustainable Englewood Initiatives (SEI) and its partners seek assistance to update and coordinate intergovernmental assistance toward the planning, concept design and marketing of the NEW ERA Trail.  SEI worked closely with its partners, city departments and Norfolk Southern Railroad (NS)  to accomplish a community benefit agreement transfer the “Trail” for public use in exchange for other publicly owned land along the eastern portion of the Dan Ryan and NS 63rd Street Intermodal Station/Truck DePot. SEI is seeking to move to the next Phase of the Green Healthy Neighborhood Program as its relates to the NEW ERA Trail.  Openlands completed an concept design in FY 2009, however a planning and design phase is now necessary.  The city’s land  transfer of the trail is scheduled to go before the City Council in July 2014. 
The planning and design concept will need to include Chicago’s Solar Farm initiatives and the city’s green home models. We like to continue our collective work with openlands to bring diversify to our tree coverage, using the trail as a new urban model. The plan should include scheduled capital projects with the PBC for a Lindlom Park Field, stormwater strategy for CSX Railway property adjacent to Earle STEM Academy and reuse options for BonTemp Elementary. 

