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CREATE Program UpdateCREATE Program UpdateCREATE Program UpdateCREATE Program Update

Chicago Metropolitan Agency For Planning

Mayor’s Council MeetingMayor’s Council MeetingMayor’s Council MeetingMayor’s Council Meeting
November 18, 2014November 18, 2014November 18, 2014November 18, 2014
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Chicago Terminal Operation and RailroadChicago Terminal Operation and RailroadChicago Terminal Operation and RailroadChicago Terminal Operation and Railroad

Daily Activity:
•1,300 trains (500 freight, 800 passenger)

•37,500 rail cars in route to Chicago every day

•20,000 truck moves through intermodal gates 

Chicago Rail Infrastructure:
•16,000 acres

•78 yards, including 19 intermodal (rail-truck)

•2,800 route-miles of track

•12 commuter rail routes

•1,100 viaducts and bridges
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Top Global Container Ports, 2010Top Global Container Ports, 2010Top Global Container Ports, 2010Top Global Container Ports, 2010

Source: Chicago – Chicago Metropolitan Agency for 

Planning Freight Snapshot; World Shipping Council for 

other data
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5. Memphis
243,000 railcars

BNSF, CSXT, CN, NS, UP

4. Kansas City
478,000 railcars

BNSF, CPRS, KCS, NS, UP

3. New Orleans
602,000 railcars

BNSF, CN, CSXT, KCS, NS, UP

2. St. Louis
645,000 railcars

BNSF, CSXT, CN,KCS, NS, UP

Source – U.S. DOT Freight Analysis Framework 3, 2010; includes freight 

originating and terminating at gateways – does not include through-freight

1. Chicago
1,343,000 railcars

BNSF, CN, CPRS, CSXT, NS, UP

EastEastEastEast----West Freight Rail GatewaysWest Freight Rail GatewaysWest Freight Rail GatewaysWest Freight Rail Gateways
Ranked by Loaded Railcars per year, 2010Ranked by Loaded Railcars per year, 2010Ranked by Loaded Railcars per year, 2010Ranked by Loaded Railcars per year, 2010
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CREATE Program CREATE Program CREATE Program CREATE Program –––– 70 Projects70 Projects70 Projects70 Projects

• 25 road/rail grade separations

• 6 passenger/freight rail grade 

separations

• Railroad projects to improve rail 

infrastructure and upgrade 

technologies

• Viaduct improvement program

• Grade crossing safety enhancements

• Rail operations and visibility improvements 

6

CREATE

Projects

Map
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CREATE Funding ReceivedCREATE Funding ReceivedCREATE Funding ReceivedCREATE Funding Received

Federal

• $110.4 million - TIGER I & TIGER IV Grants

• $100 million - SAFETEA-LU PNRS Grant

• $126.5 million - ARRA High Speed Rail Grant

• $1.9 million - Railroad Relocation Grant

State

• $410 million - Illinois DOT (Illinois Jobs Now!, PNRS/TIGER match, grade separations)

Local

• $10.1 million - Chicago DOT (viaduct improvements, grade separations, land acquisition)

Other

• $234 million - Railroad partners (railroad infrastructure, grade separations)

• $236.6 million - Pre-CREATE funding (various sources)
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Project StatusProject StatusProject StatusProject Status

Completed Projects 22

Under Construction 9

Final Design 5

Environmental Review 14

Remaining Projects 20

TOTAL 70
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Program SummaryProgram SummaryProgram SummaryProgram Summary
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CREATE CREATE CREATE CREATE Construction UpdateConstruction UpdateConstruction UpdateConstruction Update

Fall 2014
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GS7GS7GS7GS7

Belmont Road/BNSF Grade SeparationBelmont Road/BNSF Grade SeparationBelmont Road/BNSF Grade SeparationBelmont Road/BNSF Grade Separation

Downers Downers Downers Downers GroveGroveGroveGrove

$$$$60M60M60M60M

Complete: Oct 2012Complete: Oct 2012Complete: Oct 2012Complete: Oct 2012

12
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GS14GS14GS14GS14

71717171stststst Street/CSXStreet/CSXStreet/CSXStreet/CSX----IHB Grade SeparationIHB Grade SeparationIHB Grade SeparationIHB Grade Separation

BridgeviewBridgeviewBridgeviewBridgeview

$32M ($25M TIGER)$32M ($25M TIGER)$32M ($25M TIGER)$32M ($25M TIGER)

Complete: Nov 2013 Complete: Nov 2013 Complete: Nov 2013 Complete: Nov 2013 
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BeforeBeforeBeforeBefore AfterAfterAfterAfter

GS14 GS14 GS14 GS14 –––– 71717171stststst Street Grade SeparationStreet Grade SeparationStreet Grade SeparationStreet Grade Separation
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GS14 South looking North 24 hour shutdown GS14 South looking North 24 hour shutdown GS14 South looking North 24 hour shutdown GS14 South looking North 24 hour shutdown 
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GS15aGS15aGS15aGS15a

130130130130thththth St/St/St/St/TorrenceTorrenceTorrenceTorrence Ave/NSAve/NSAve/NSAve/NS

Grade Separation, ChicagoGrade Separation, ChicagoGrade Separation, ChicagoGrade Separation, Chicago

$$$$175M175M175M175M

Under ConstructionUnder ConstructionUnder ConstructionUnder Construction
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22

Before (August 2011)Before (August 2011)Before (August 2011)Before (August 2011) During (May 2014)During (May 2014)During (May 2014)During (May 2014)

GS15 GS15 GS15 GS15 –––– 130130130130thththth Street & Street & Street & Street & TorrenceTorrenceTorrenceTorrence Ave. Grade SeparationAve. Grade SeparationAve. Grade SeparationAve. Grade Separation

23

24

GS15 GS15 GS15 GS15 –––– 130130130130thththth Street & Street & Street & Street & TorrenceTorrenceTorrenceTorrence AveAveAveAve. Grade Separation. Grade Separation. Grade Separation. Grade Separation

Before (June 2011)Before (June 2011)Before (June 2011)Before (June 2011) During (May 2014)During (May 2014)During (May 2014)During (May 2014)



12/31/2014

9

25

August 2014August 2014August 2014August 2014

26

27

September 2014September 2014September 2014September 2014
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GS16GS16GS16GS16

Irving Irving Irving Irving Park Park Park Park Rd/York Road/CPRd/York Road/CPRd/York Road/CPRd/York Road/CP

Grade Separation, Chicago/BensenvilleGrade Separation, Chicago/BensenvilleGrade Separation, Chicago/BensenvilleGrade Separation, Chicago/Bensenville

$69M$69M$69M$69M

Under ConstructionUnder ConstructionUnder ConstructionUnder Construction
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GS16 GS16 GS16 GS16 –––– Irving Park Road & York Irving Park Road & York Irving Park Road & York Irving Park Road & York RoadRoadRoadRoad

BeforeBeforeBeforeBefore In progress In progress In progress In progress 

32

33

September 2014September 2014September 2014September 2014
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GS25GS25GS25GS25

Roosevelt Rd/Roosevelt Rd/Roosevelt Rd/Roosevelt Rd/KautzKautzKautzKautz Rd/Rd/Rd/Rd/UPUPUPUP

Grade Separation, Grade Separation, Grade Separation, Grade Separation, West Chicago West Chicago West Chicago West Chicago 

$33M$33M$33M$33M

Under Under Under Under ConstructionConstructionConstructionConstruction
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BeforeBeforeBeforeBefore

GS25 ILGS25 ILGS25 ILGS25 IL----38 38 38 38 (Roosevelt (Roosevelt (Roosevelt (Roosevelt RoadRoadRoadRoad) & Kautz ) & Kautz ) & Kautz ) & Kautz RoadRoadRoadRoad

In progress In progress In progress In progress 

36
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38

August 2014August 2014August 2014August 2014

39

August 2014August 2014August 2014August 2014
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P1P1P1P1

Englewood Flyover Englewood Flyover Englewood Flyover Englewood Flyover –––– Metra/NSMetra/NSMetra/NSMetra/NS

63636363rdrdrdrd and and and and State, ChicagoState, ChicagoState, ChicagoState, Chicago

$140M$140M$140M$140M

Under ConstructionUnder ConstructionUnder ConstructionUnder Construction

41

Plan Plan Plan Plan ViewViewViewView

Profile View Profile View Profile View Profile View (flyover section is (flyover section is (flyover section is (flyover section is 2150215021502150’ long)’ long)’ long)’ long)

42

P1 P1 P1 P1 –––– Englewood FlyoverEnglewood FlyoverEnglewood FlyoverEnglewood Flyover

Before (October 2011)Before (October 2011)Before (October 2011)Before (October 2011) During (July 2014)During (July 2014)During (July 2014)During (July 2014)
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57

WA2WA2WA2WA2

CSX Blue Island SubdivisionCSX Blue Island SubdivisionCSX Blue Island SubdivisionCSX Blue Island Subdivision

Capacity Expansion, Capacity Expansion, Capacity Expansion, Capacity Expansion, ChicagoChicagoChicagoChicago

$31M$31M$31M$31M

Under ConstructionUnder ConstructionUnder ConstructionUnder Construction
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B2B2B2B2

UP Third Mainline Track andUP Third Mainline Track andUP Third Mainline Track andUP Third Mainline Track and

Flyover at Proviso Yard,Flyover at Proviso Yard,Flyover at Proviso Yard,Flyover at Proviso Yard,

Bellwood, Berkeley Bellwood, Berkeley Bellwood, Berkeley Bellwood, Berkeley & Maywood& Maywood& Maywood& Maywood

$83M$83M$83M$83M

Complete: September 2013 Complete: September 2013 Complete: September 2013 Complete: September 2013 
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B2 B2 B2 B2 –––– UP Third Mainline and Flyover at Proviso YardUP Third Mainline and Flyover at Proviso YardUP Third Mainline and Flyover at Proviso YardUP Third Mainline and Flyover at Proviso Yard

Before (Spring  2012)Before (Spring  2012)Before (Spring  2012)Before (Spring  2012) During (Fall 2012)During (Fall 2012)During (Fall 2012)During (Fall 2012)
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B2 B2 B2 B2 –––– Pedestrian Tunnel at Bellwood StationPedestrian Tunnel at Bellwood StationPedestrian Tunnel at Bellwood StationPedestrian Tunnel at Bellwood Station

During (Fall 2012)During (Fall 2012)During (Fall 2012)During (Fall 2012) After (Fall 2013)After (Fall 2013)After (Fall 2013)After (Fall 2013)
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B2 B2 B2 B2 –––– UP Mainline UP Mainline UP Mainline UP Mainline Connection to Connection to Connection to Connection to IHBIHBIHBIHB

During (Winter 2013)During (Winter 2013)During (Winter 2013)During (Winter 2013) After (Summer 2013)After (Summer 2013)After (Summer 2013)After (Summer 2013)
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B2 B2 B2 B2 ---- UP Third Mainline & Proviso Yard, UP Third Mainline & Proviso Yard, UP Third Mainline & Proviso Yard, UP Third Mainline & Proviso Yard, Melrose ParkMelrose ParkMelrose ParkMelrose Park
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B2 B2 B2 B2 ---- UP Third Mainline & Proviso Yard, UP Third Mainline & Proviso Yard, UP Third Mainline & Proviso Yard, UP Third Mainline & Proviso Yard, Melrose ParkMelrose ParkMelrose ParkMelrose Park

Before ImprovementBefore ImprovementBefore ImprovementBefore Improvement

Improvement nearing completionImprovement nearing completionImprovement nearing completionImprovement nearing completion
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B16B16B16B16

CSX Thornton Junction, CSX Thornton Junction, CSX Thornton Junction, CSX Thornton Junction, South HollandSouth HollandSouth HollandSouth Holland

$8M$8M$8M$8M

Complete: June 2014Complete: June 2014Complete: June 2014Complete: June 2014
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B16 B16 B16 B16 –––– Thornton JunctionThornton JunctionThornton JunctionThornton Junction

BeforeBeforeBeforeBefore AfterAfterAfterAfter

69

B16 B16 B16 B16 –––– Track Construction Track Construction Track Construction Track Construction ---- Looking NorthLooking NorthLooking NorthLooking North

Before After
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WA4WA4WA4WA4

BNSF BNSF BNSF BNSF –––– Connecting tracks between Connecting tracks between Connecting tracks between Connecting tracks between 

Chicago Sub & Chillicothe Sub, Chicago Sub & Chillicothe Sub, Chicago Sub & Chillicothe Sub, Chicago Sub & Chillicothe Sub, ChicagoChicagoChicagoChicago

$48M$48M$48M$48M

Under Construction Under Construction Under Construction Under Construction 
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Viaduct Improvement ProgramViaduct Improvement ProgramViaduct Improvement ProgramViaduct Improvement Program

Before

After

Before

After

Example: 1530 S Loomis Street Example: 1530 S Loomis Street Example: 1530 S Loomis Street Example: 1530 S Loomis Street 
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Viaduct Improvement ProgramViaduct Improvement ProgramViaduct Improvement ProgramViaduct Improvement Program

Before

After

Before

After

Example: 1530 S Example: 1530 S Example: 1530 S Example: 1530 S Racine AvenueRacine AvenueRacine AvenueRacine Avenue
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Next StepsNext StepsNext StepsNext Steps

•Advocate for freight funding in Federal 

Transportation Authorization

•Complete remaining Rail Corridor Projects

•Complete remaining Passenger-Freight Rail 

Flyover Projects

•Complete remaining Grade Separation Projects

•Continue cooperation and integration

with Midwest High Speed Rail initiatives
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Contact UsContact UsContact UsContact Us

info@createprogram.org

www.createprogram.org


