
Soooo…what do you think?

Yeah:
Thedefense played well again

— Stephen Paea, hello! — and
the offense came to life in the
second half, but for crying out
loud it was Tampa Bay. And last
week it wasMinnesota.
Bad andbad.

The road to .500:
If the Bears beat the Lions,

it’ll probably say more about
Detroit than the Bears. But it sure would be
interesting, wouldn’t it?

Riveting:
That split-screen shot of Lovie andTrestman

midway through the game was
brought to youbySominex.

Sad to see:
Lance Briggs walking slowly

off the field with an injury.Then
again, Briggs pretty much does
everything slowly these days.

Kudos:
To the game clock for

rebounding nicely from last
week’s debacle.

Good riddance:
Sure, it’s for a great cause, but can’t wait ’til

December when all those cheesy mustaches
disappear.
Yeah,DavidDiehl, I’m talking to you.

BEARS 21, BUCCANEERS 13

MIKE SPELLMAN’S
BEARS BITES

iN SPoRtS

IMREM: The
Bears didn’t
dodge a bullet
Sunday ... more
like a spitball.

ROZNER:
The bad Bears
weren’t as bad
as the bad
Buccaneers.

LeGERE: Offense
didn’t do much,
but it did capitalize
on the short fields
it was given.

a win is a win
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Would you pay 25 cents
more on a $100 purchase
to put a bridge over the Fox
River? Or repair a CTA line?
Or build a road nearO’Hare to
relieve congestion?
The Chicago Metropolitan

Agency for Planning hopes
youwill and is set on persuad-
ing lawmakers to raise the
regional sales tax by a quarter-
cent to generate $300million a
year for transportation, water
and open-space projects in
northeastern Illinois.
After unveiling the concept

this month, CMAP Executive
Director Randy Blankenhorn
acknowledged Chicago and
the suburbs need billions to
replace, repair and improve
our dilapidated infrastruc-
ture but thinks “$300 million
is enough tomake adifference
at the regional scale.”
“In the old days, when we

had infrastructure problems,
we went to Washington and
they gave us money,” Blan-
kenhorn said. Now, state aid

sales tax
hike?
CMaP
takes a
chance

J o h n s t a r k s / jstarks@dailyherald.com

By Matt Arado
and Charles Keeshan
marado@dailyherald.com
ckeeshan@dailyherald.com

The scene repeated itself
again and again on Sunday
morning: People walked up,
tears streaming down their
faces, and put their arms
aroundAmber Bauman.

Bauman is the owner of Val-
ley View Acres, a family-run
horse-boarding business in
unincorporated McHenry
CountynearCrystal Lake. Afire
broke out in her barn late Sat-
urday night, authorities said,
killingmore than 30 horses.
“I’m devastated,” Bauman

said Sunday, close to tears her-
self. “This is every barn owner’s

worst nightmare.”
Investigators from the Crys-

tal Lake Fire Rescue Depart-
ment, state firemarshal’s office
and McHenry County Sher-
iff’s Office were on the scene at
5116Mt.ThaborRoad through-
out the day Sunday, trying to
piece together what caused the

‘i’m devastated’
More than 30 horses die in suburban barn fire

Amber
Bauman,
owner of
Valley View
Acres, hugs a
friend Sunday
morning after
a barn fire
on the farm
near Crystal
Lake killed
32 horses
overnight.
Investigators
were on
the scene
Sunday trying
to determine
what sparked
the blaze.

For ourmonthly Caring in Action feature, we
take a closer look at a few of the churches, res-
taurants and service organizations in the sub-
urbs that give the lonely, the elderly, the poor,
the homeless and those in the military some
camaraderie and a great meal to be thank-
ful for on our uniquely American holiday of
Thanksgiving.
For a closer look at these events that cap-

ture the truemeaning of the holiday, and at the
people who make it happen, turn to today’s
Neighbor section.

helping hands
to be thankful for

Caring in action

By Bob Susnjara
bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

PADS Lake County plans to
move rental housing for chronically
homeless people with mental ill-
ness from a North Chicago hospital
campus to a single-family residen-
tial neighborhood just outside Lake
Zurich.
Under the plan, the nonprofit

homeless agency would lease the
14-unit Midlothian Manor build-
ing owned by the Lake County
Housing Authority. The structure,

at Midlothian Road and Lake-
wood Lane in unincorporated Lake
County, previously was operated by
the authority as senior housing.
PADSExecutiveDirector JoelWil-

liams said he’d understand if neigh-
borhood concern arises. He said
PADS intends to meet with Lake
Zurich-area residents to explain the
plan, answer questions and attempt
to quell any misinformation before
Midlothian Manor is occupied. No
date has been set for thatmeeting.

Plan would bring homeless
to facility near Lake Zurich

B o B s u s n J a r a / bsusnjara@dailyherald.com

PADS Lake County plans to house 14 chronically homeless people
who are mentally ill in this building just outside Lake Zurich.

r i C k w e s t / rwest@dailyherald.com

Bears inside linebacker Christian Jones, center, celebrates with his teammates after a fumble recovery during Sunday’s
game at Soldier Field.

See FiRE on PAgE 11
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See PLAN on PAgE 4

By Darlene
Superville
Associated Press

HENDERSON,Nev.—Pres-
ident Barack Obama is shrug-
ging off Republican criticism
of his actions to lift the threat
of deportation from millions
of immigrants living illegally
in theUnited States.
In an interview broad-

cast Sunday on ABC’s “This
Week,” Obama said it was
important that he act unilat-
erally to prioritize the depor-
tation of criminals and recent
arrivals and spare those who
have lived here illegally for at
least five years and have roots,
including children who are
American citizens.
“Whywewould prefer a sys-

tem in which they’re in the
shadows, potentially taking
advantage of living here but
not contributing?” Obama
said in the interview, which
was taped Friday in Las Vegas
after Obama delivered an
immigration speech there.
The president pointed to

executive orders issued by
Democratic and Republican
predecessors and said presi-
dents exercise “prosecutorial
discretion all the time.”
Obama’s executive actions,

which he announced Thurs-
day, have drawn a withering
response from Republicans,
but also has laid bare divisions
within the GOP over how to
dealwith immigration.

obama
defends
border
action
unilateral steps
necessary, he says

See iMMigRAtioN on PAgE 9

Weather
Snow ...

in some ’burbs. 47.
See the back of Neighbor.
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Horse owners gathered Sunday morning at Valley View Acres
farm northwest of Crystal Lake, where a massive barn fire
sparked Saturday night killed 32 horses. A firefighter suffered
a minor neck injury battling the blaze.

fire.
The blaze was reported at

10:45 p.m. Saturday, Crystal
Lake Fire Rescue Chief Paul
DeRaedt said.
When the first fire crews

arrived, the chief said, they
found fire had consumed
most of the barn and was
making its way to a nearby
riding arena.
Five horses in the barn

escaped, but 32 were
reported dead, mostly as a
result of smoke inhalation,
DeRaedt said.
Thick smoke continued to

rise from the wreckage of the
barn late Sunday morning. A
few small fires could be seen
burning, as well.
“It’s going to take some

time to put all those out and
piece together what hap-
pened,” DeRaedt said.
In the meantime, Bau-

man’s family and friends
gathered at the farm to show
their support.
“The horse community is

really like a family,” Bauman
said. “Everyone supports one
another. It’s pretty amazing.”
Bauman said she and her

husband were at an Illinois
Hunter Jumper Association
awards banquet when the fire
broke out.
Her sons, ages 15 and 9,

were home at the time, and
the older son called the fire
department, she said.
“I’m so proud of him,” Bau-

man said. “I can’t imagine
what it was like to see that.”
Malory Schall of Round

Lake, a friend of the Bau-
mans, said horse farms and
owners from all over Illinois
and Wisconsin had been
expressing their sympathy
and support via Facebook on
Sunday.
“This is a close-knit com-

munity,” Schall said. “And
Amber will be back. I know

she’ll be back.”
Katie Mason of Crystal

Lake counted herself lucky
on Sunday. Her horse, Rylie,
was one of the five that were
saved from the fire.
“My mom actually came

by my house to tell me about
the fire,” Mason said. “I first
thought someone must have
died. When she told me, I
came right here, saying ‘no’
tomyself again and again.”
Mason said that as happy

and relieved as she is that
her horse is OK, she’s also
heartbroken for those whose
horses didn’t make it.
“I can’t imagine,” she said.

“This is such a tragedy.”
DeRaedt said the fire

caused an estimated $1 mil-
lion in losses.
He praised the work of his

firefighters, as well as that
of several nearby depart-
ments that assisted, who
quickly put down the fire
despite having access to just
one hydrant and a nearby
watermain.
“The crews did a real nice

job with the rural water sup-
ply,” he said.
One firefighter suffered a

minor neck injury battling the
blaze.
No other injuries were

reported.
The Bauman family has

been in the horse business
since 1992, and at the Mt.
Thabor Road location for
nearly 8 years.
As her barn smoldered

behind her, Bauman said
she’s not sure what the future
holds, but stressed that she
hasn’t given up hope.
“No, I’m not sure what

I’m going to do,” she said. “I
guess I’ll just have to put one
foot in front of the other. I
know the sun will rise tomor-
row like it always does. I know
the sky won’t be any less blue.
We’ll just have to keep mov-
ing ahead.”

Fire: Losses are
expected to be
around $1 million
Continued from Page 1

is almost nonexistent and the
federal government is ham-
strung without a long-term
transportation funding pro-
gram, planners say.
Cases in point:Metra is rais-

ing fares to pay for new train
cars and locomotives, money
to build a Route 53 extension
is in short supply, and the
O’Hare modernization pro-
gram is incomplete for lack
of a financial buy-in from
airlines.
Traffic jams, potholes and

service problems on Metra
and the CTA aren’t isolated
problems — they’re symp-
tomatic of a greater infrastruc-
ture malaise that’s undermin-
ing the region’s prosperity,
CMAPargues.
“We either help ourselves

or we’re not getting to where
we need to be,” Blankenhorn
said.
Since the summer, the

agency’s sought reaction
about the tax plan from 25
groups and individuals and
asked: “Does thismake sense?
Is it worth pursuing? Are we
crazy?” Blankenhorn said.
“The answer across the

board was ‘this is worth
doing.’” But, “it’s going to be a
heavy lift.”
The zoo-size lift includes

both donkeys and elephants
— tax-phobic Democratic and
Republican legislators and
Republican Gov.-elect Bruce
Rauner, whom CMAP will
lobby to embrace their idea in
2015.
Should CMAP succeed

against the odds, the new cash
wouldbe split using a compet-
itive process among transpor-
tation, water and open space
projects.
The winners must meet

multiple criteria, such as
a highway expansion that
makes room for bus rapid
transit and propagates endan-
gered turtles. (OK, I’m kidding
about the turtle part.)

But with such a big pot
of money, how does CMAP
evade the political interfer-
ence that dogged it with the
Illiana Expressway? This fall,
outgoingGov. Pat Quinn pres-
sured CMAP hard to endorse
the road that many consider a
boondoggle in-waiting.
The solution will lie in craft-

ing legislation that preserves
the agency’s autonomy to
administer the fund, Blanken-
horn said.
Stay tuned. To learn more

about the plan (dubbed Fund
2040), go to www.cmap.illi-
nois.gov/.

Move over, Illinois
It’s been almost two years

since State Trooper Kyle
Deatherage was killed on
I-55 by a truck during a traf-
fic stop on Nov. 26, 2012. His
death caused such a sense of
outrage in suburbanite Kate
Olchawa, the wife of a trooper
who patrols the Tri-State, she
created a “Move Over Illinois”
page on Facebook.
The site raises funds for a

memorial and educates peo-
ple about Illinois’ Scott’s Law
(also called the “Move Over”
law). It requires drivers to
yield to a stopped emergency

vehicle with flashing lights
by reducing speed, chang-
ing lanes to give the stopped
vehicle room and being care-
ful. If it’s impossible to change
lanes, drivers should slow
down as they pass. The law
was named for a Chicago Fire
Department lieutenant killed
while helping at a crash.
Despite enactment in 2002,

fatalities continue, Olchawa
pointed out. On March 28,
2013, Trooper James Sau-
ter died when a truck rear-
ended his squad car on I-294.
And, on Jan. 27, 2014, toll-
way worker Vincent Petrella
of Wheeling was killed and
Trooper Douglas Balder was
seriously injured when a
driver struck their vehicles
stopped on I-88.
Olchawa’s next step is

obtaining nonprofit sta-
tus. To find out more, go
to www.facebook.com/
MoveOverIllinois?ref=aymt_
homepage_panel.

You should know
Here’s a shout-out to

some high school students
whose drawings depicting
the dangers of drowsy driv-
ing rose to the top of an Illi-
nois tollway art contest with

66 competitors. Winning first
place means New Lenox teen
Jessica Karlic’s artwork will
cover the 2015 tollway map,
distributed to more than
125,000 people. Runners-up
include Cassandra Flick of
Hoffman Estates and Claire
Kozik of Downers Grove,
whose work will be displayed
at tollway oases.

One more thing
Metra riders on the Union

Pacific North and West Lines
should watch for upcom-
ing schedule changes. On
the North Line, the addi-
tion of a Ravenswood stop
means tweaks for six week-
day and four weekend trains.
On theWest Line, three week-
day trains will be adjusted to
reflect actual conditions. To
find out if this affects you, go
to metrarail.com/metra/en/
home.html.

Transit: Plan dubbed ‘Fund 2040’
Continued from Page 1

C o u r t e S y I L L I n o I S
t o L L w a y

High school student Jessica
Karlic’s drawing will grace
Illinois tollway maps in 2015.
The contest-winning art de-
picts the dangers of tired
driving.

When/where not
to drive
The crack staff at Google
analyzed travel trends for
Thanksgiving and issued
the following warnings for
Chicago-area folks. The
avoid-at-all-costs drive
is between 3 and 5 p.m.
Wednesday. Coming second
in the You-Will-Be-Stuck-In-
Traffic category is Saturday
and Tuesday of this week.
What about Black Friday?
Supposedly, data crunched
from Google Maps shows it’s
no big deal. But wherever
you go, drive carefully. The National Safety Council predicts there
will be 418 traffic fatalities during the holiday weekend.

By Doug T. Graham
dgraham@dailyherald.com

Colder air, strongwinds and
possibly 3 to 5 inches of snow
will arrive in the area today,
according to the National
Weather Service,
The weather service in Chi-

cago issued a winter weather
advisory Sunday afternoon

forecasting snow and 20 to
30 mph winds, with gusts
nearing 40 mph, from 3 p.m.
today through midnight for
McHenry, Kane and Lake
counties.
The combination may cre-

ate areas of blowing snow and
reduced visibilities, mainly
in the afternoon through this
evening, the advisory states.

The weather service fore-
casts a high of 45 degrees and
a 90 to 100 percent chance of
precipitation at O’Hare Inter-
national Airport today. High
temperatures are expected to
only reach the 20s and 30s for
the rest of theweek.
This November has been

one of the coldest on record
in the Chicago area so far.

According to the weather ser-
vice, the average temperature
for the first three weeks of
November was 33.7 degrees,
which ties 1995 for the sec-
ond coldest first three weeks
of November on record.
The coldest first three

weeks came in 1951, when
the average temperature was
32.4 degrees.

Gusty winds, snow expected in some suburbs today




