
Email 4: Capacity Analysis 

 
Homes for a Changing Region is a project of the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus, in partnership with CMAP’s Local 

Technical Assistance (LTA) program with support from the Metropolitan Planning Council. The project provides 

technical assistance to municipal leaders to chart future demand and supply trends for housing in their communities. 

Your community is currently participating in the Homes for a Changing Region planning process and the following 

information is part of a series of emails to keep stakeholders informed and engaged during the planning process. 

 
Capacity Analysis refers to the process by which CMAP determines how many more housing 

units your community could accommodate in the future. This includes the construction of 

additional housing through both the development of vacant land and the redevelopment of 

underutilized land. Homes for a Changing Region presents the results of this analysis in two forms 

– the number of additional housing units broken down by housing type (single-family, 

multifamily, townhome, etc.) and the number of additional units broken down by zone. Zones 

are areas of your community designated for different uses (residential, commercial, industrial, 

etc.) and are determined by your community’s zoning ordinance. 

 

In order to determine the future housing capacity of your community, CMAP uses the existing 

zoning regulations in your community to determine what level of density is permitted in a 

specific area. Different zones have varying density levels based on the presence of single-family 

homes, townhomes, or multifamily buildings. Breaking down the future housing capacity by 

zone allows stakeholders to understand where new development can take place and whether 

your community’s current zoning regulations are steering development in an appropriate way. 

The capacity for additional housing units can then be compared to the future demand for 

housing to determine what types of housing will be in short supply in the future. 

 

http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/moving-forward/livable-communities-in-detail/-/asset_publisher/Q4En/content/homes-for-a-changing-region?isMovingForward=1

