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 Replicable model  

 Diverse partnerships 

 Citizen-centered – voice of flood victims 

 Community-wide + integrated 

 

 

APPROACH 
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APRIL 2013 
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RESEARCH 
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FLOODING IN MAJOR U.S. CITIES 

Flash flooding warning: “imminent” or “in progress” 

between 2007-11 in the counties of 10 major U.S. cities. 
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Percentage of Aggregated Flood Payouts by 
Payer 

Private Insurance

National Flood Insurance Program

FEMA Disaster Relief

FEMA Public Assistance Program

SBA Disaster Loan
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Urban flooding 



Defined 
The inundation of property in a built environment, 

caused by rainfall overwhelming the capacity of 

drainage systems 
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The many ways that water can enter your home… 
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KEY FINDINGS 



 Problem that is private + hidden from public view 

 Prevalent, widespread + repetitive  

 Chronic impacts:  raw sewage, mold, foundation 

cracks, stress 

 Evidence: foreclosures, businesses re-locating  

 Low income communities worst affected and most 

vulnerable 
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A GROWING CRISIS 
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http://www.greenwayhealth.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Coordinated_Care_v2.jpg




29 

RAINREADY COMMUNITY 
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• One of 12 homes with 
repeat flooding 
• Reaches 3 foot 
• Over 15 year period  
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Photo Credit: www.GlynLowe.com/Flickr, Creative Commons License 
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RAINREADY HOME 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/centerforneighborhoodtechnology/sets/72157645638644863/
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RainReady Home: $4,850 
  

Cumulative flood 

damage: $17,000  

 

Upgrades:  

 Backwater valve  

 Disconnected 

downspout 

 Re-routed gutters 
 Rain garden 
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RAINREADY ALERT 

Photo Credit: Nikki Pugh/Flickr, Creative Commons License 



LEGISLATION 

Photo Credit: www.GlynLowe.com/Flickr, Creative Commons License 
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 Workforce training 

 Complete streets and placemaking 

 Brownfield + industrial site development 

 Ecological restoration 

 Restore tree canopy and urban forestry 

 

 

BENEFITS 
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Build a sustainable business model to 
aggressively retrofit residential, commercial 
and public buildings and adjacent public rights-
of-way in Cook County. 

 
 Information 
 Financing 

 Workforce training 

 Risk analysis + accreditation models 

 

RAINREADY STIMULUS 



THANK YOU 
Harriet Festing 

harriet@cnt.org  

www.rainready.org 


