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Why Conserve Water?

• Cost savings

• Wastewater treatment and disposal benefits

• Environmental benefits

• Competing beneficial uses

• Water supply limitations

• Utility stewardship and sustainability

• Energy savings

• Improved supply reliability

• Customer benefits

• Regulatory compliance

• Public perception
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Managing Supply to
Meet Water Demand

Severity of Water Shortage

Complexity / 

Cost of 

Response 

Conservation          

BMPs

Conservation          

BMPs

Conservation          

BMPs

Conservation          

BMPs

gray H2O

waste H2O

new supplies

reuse
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Demand Management:
Conservation

Severity of Water Shortage 

Complexity / 

Cost of 

Response

Regional 

applicability

low

high

C-T1:  public information

School education

Conservation coordinator

C-T2: rate structures

Utility system leaks

Metering

Wholesale assistance

C-T3: residential programs

Audits, indoor / outdoor

Toilets, washers, showerheads

ordinances

C-T4: commercial / industrial

Indoor / outdoor

ordinances
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Regional Heterogeneity

• Urban Areas

• Older Suburban (1945-1970)

• Mid-age Suburban (1970-1993)

• New Development

• Rural / Agricultural


