


Retreat Professor Schniederman gave us all  
a lot to think about, and we began  

to understand how planning draws on 
many different subjects. Focusing on 

Chicago, he began with the  
story of the creation of the city, which  

at its origins had very few people. As he 
moved through the decades and  

the city grew he addressed the different 
industries that settled in the Chicago 
area to make it as powerful as we  

see it today. Then along came Daniel  
Burnham, one of the most influential 
people to help organize and lay out  
the region. Burnham, one of the first  

planners, pulled ideas from European 
cities to create a plan for Chicago. The 
courthouse, city hall, and museums all 
looked like they belonged in ancient 

Rome; Grant Park was supposed to be 
saved forever so that all citizens  

could enjoy the lake front.

Since 2008, FLIP has provided high school students  
the opportunity to learn about planning issues in our  

regions and to interact with community leaders.
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 What is the future of alternate transportation?
◦ High speed rails
◦ Walking, biking, 
◦ BRTs

 How can we achieve a unified transport 
system for Chicago?

 How can we acquire money for new projects?
 What improvements could be made to our 

current system?

 Attracts people to the area and provides 
goods and services to the community.

 Mixed use.

Wrap Up

Human Services is more than just one 
segment of planning for the city.  Many 
overlapping planning issues (environment, 
housing, economics, transportation) meet in a 
locus at Human Services.  The City Farm and 
Mercy Housing projects contribute to the 
Human Services of Chicago in multiple unique 
ways.  

Our Ideas

• More bike friendly/safer
• More grass/nature
• Cleaner transportation 

entrances
• Cleaner park (in general)
• More convenient 

transportation 
information

• More community 
involvement

Session One
At the retreat students chose which of the groups they wanted to join. The first  
week of splitting into our groups gave us each a chance to start learning about  
specific issues. Each group went out to individual sites that emphasized the need  
for urban planning in our communities. Guided tours and firsthand knowledge of  
what is happening behind the scenes was vital when trying to understand the  
different challenges that are presented to us. After each tour group was back in  
the Willis Tower (and of course after lunch) each group presented and taught their  
classmates what they learned on their tour 

Human Services - City Farm and Mercy Housing

Transportation - CTA Operations Control Room

Environment - Chicago Center for Green Techonology 
Economic Development - Bronzeville Community Market & Little Black Pearl

Housing and Land Use - The Polish Triangle

“Leaders of their 
own generation”

-Patrick T. Reardon  
Chicago Tribune
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Developments

1.   ProLogis Office Building ~
      AC Nielsen  BCD Travel  Billing Services Group-Thurston Communication 
      Corp.  International  Trading Group  Kelly Financial Services  Leukemia Research Foundation  
      Midwest Commerce Solutions, Inc.  MMA Investments  Nauman Wireless  Rappaport Reiches 
      Capital Management, LLC  Resources Global Professional  Solid Waste Agency
      of  Northern Cook County  SS/PR  Wachovia Mortgage  YKK USA
2.   Patriot Courtyards Office Condominiums~
      Avi Nematollahi, DDS  Chicago Center for Advanced Restorative & Implant Dentistry  Dotori 
      Academy  Family Smiles at the Glen  Horizon View Title  Magdelina Nikolov, DDS  Main Street 
      Home Mortgage  Oral Surgery at the Glen, Julie Beck DDS  Sabio Academy
3.   Prairie Glen Medical Office Center ~ (2551, 2591 Compass)
      Children's Gastroentrology Specialists  Digestive Disease Associates of  the North Shore  Glenbrook 
      Pediatrics  Medical Care Specialists LLC  Partners in Womencare  Titan Development  The Glen 
      Endoscopy Center  The Glen Orthodontics  The Pathways Center  The Skin Care Center  Quest 
      Diagnostics
4.   Prairie Glen Medical Office Center ~ (2501 Compass)
      Advanced Neurodiagnostics  Cardiovascular Association of  Glenbrook  Covenant Medical Group  Glen
      Medical Association  North Shore Podiatry  Physicians at The Glen  Prairie Glen Imaging Center
5.   Prairie Glen Medical Office Center ~ (2601, 2651 Compass)
      ACL Laboratories  Brodsky Dermatology  Cham’s Women’s Healthcare  Esthetique Spa LLC  Midwest 
      Vein Center  Pine Dental  Suburban Surgical Associates    
6.   Glen Professional Buildings~
      Hunken Agency  Northshore Associates OB/GYN  Prairie Glen Family 
      Medicine  Rockwood Construction  Top Realty  Trinty Life Advisors  Victoria 
      Bigg, DDS
7.   Creeden & Associates 
8.   Anixter
9.   Knowledge Beginnings
10. Creme de la Creme
11. TBD
12. Beltone
13. Opus North Office Building
14. Staybridge Suites Hotel
15. Family Video Headquarters
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TENANTS
A.   Costco
B.   Home Depot at The Glen
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D1. Fields Auto Group
D2. Fields Auto Group
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E2. La-Z-Boy
F.    Costco Gas
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Navy Housing

CDC
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Southgate
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Baird & Warner  Curves  
D'Agostino’s Pizzeria  Dr. Eric 
Bloom  Egg Harbor Cafe  Life 
Works Health Center  Prestige 
Cleaners  Smart Cycling  State 
Farm Insurance  Zingarella

Chase Bank  Century 21  Corner 
Bakery  Etched in Stone  French Nails  
Glenlake Cleaners  H &R Block  
Jackie's Hallmark  KaBloom  Lake 
Family Dental  Rosin Eye Care  
Scruples Day Spa  Supercuts  The Little 
Gym  Toucan Tan  Wachovia  Wildfire 

Amazing Gracies  Amdur Gallery of  Contemporary
Art  Ann Taylor Loft  Aria Grill  Artisan Shop 
AssureVision  Ben & Jerry's  Beverly Hills Girl  
Book Market at Hangar One  BRAVO! Cucina 
Italiana Restaurant  Cameron Mitchell's Fish Market 
Restuarant  Candy Crossing  Chocolates by 
Bernard Callebaut  Claire's Boutique  
Classique Homes  Color Me Mine  Cookies by 
Design  Crown Theatres (Glen 10)  Designs of  
the Interior  Dick's Sporting Goods  
Eggsperience Cafe  El Jardin Restaurant  
Figaro European Shoes  Flight Wine Bar   
Game Stop  Gold Coast Dogs  Hot Mama’s  
Jos. A. Bank Clothier  Justice  Kingaroos  
Koenig & Strey Realty  Laurens Cleaners  
Moda Nouvelle  Noodles & Company  Pascal 
Aveda Salon &Spa  Portrait Innovations  
Potbelly's Sandwich Works  RA Sushi  Red 
Star Tavern  Ritz Camera Center  Starbucks  
Strasburg Children  Suite 1224  Ted's Montana Grill  
Theatre Takes Flight  Ulta Salon & Spa  Via Gelato  
Vitamin World  Vibrato  Von Maur  Washington 
Mutual  Yard House Restaurant  Zales Jewelry

A

B
E1 D2

CD1

5

122

Sherm
er Rd.

Tow
er Dr.

Willow Rd.

Village of
Glenview

Police Department

F

Post Office

Ca
rd

in
al

Rd
.

Pa
tr

io
t B

lv
d.

Patriot Commons
at The Glen

Parcel 10

Tower Crossing 
at The Glen

E2

Proposed Youth Services
of  Glenview/Northbrook

Navy
Disposition

Current Youth Services
of  Glenview/Northbrook

Session Two
Amy Talbot, LEED Accredited  
Professional and Associate  
Environmental Planner, talked to  
us about the importance of  
conservation planning in the  
community of Prairie Crossing  
in Grayslake, Illinois. It was  
designed to incorporate four  
conservation principles including  
Site Design, Lot Size, Protection  
and Management of Natural  
Areas, Reduction of Impervious  
Surfaces, and Sustainable Storm  
Water Management. When we  
get to the actual site, we divided  
into five small groups to walk 
around the community and explore 
the different issues of Transportation, 
Environment, Housing/Land use,  
Human Services, and Economic  
Development in Prairie Crossing.

The field trips continued as we went  
out and explored two suburban  
developments’, The Glen, and Prairie 
Crossing. After we all met up on the 
bus and received a guided tour 
from Nancy Firfer. She is  
currently a Senior Advisor at the  
non-profit Chicago Metropolis 2020,  
and was previously President  
of the Village of Glenview during 
the planning and implementation  
stages of The Glen Redevelopment  
Project. We learned how the site,  
which was an old Naval Air Base  
no longer in use by the U.S. Navy,  
was converted into residential,  
commercial, and public use,  
now 4,520 people call it home,  
and it is expected that 5,600 job  
opportunities will be created.The  
Glen emphasizes sustainable 
practices,through accessibility to  
mass transit, walk-ability, and LEED 
Certified buildings.
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The 5th of December began as all other FLIP sessions, with the gathering of students  
from the far reaches of the Chicago metropolitan region. The first subject addressed by  
Erin Aleman was about the preferred scenario for the GO TO 2040 plan. 

Session Three
All of the groups were given a chance to present a revised plan and then the city  
council was given time to deliberate. When the council came back and presented  
their new plan there was near riot as few were completely happy with  
the new plan. This activity provided an opportunity for our students to experience how  
difficult it is to satisfy every interest group in real life. In addition, our participantss  
get to practice their persuasion skills. By the end of the excercise the wave of  
arguments could only be stemmed by lunch.

After lunch the “theme teams” of housing, 
economic development, transportation, hu-
man services, and environmental broke up 
and started to talk about what ideas they 
had for their final project. Hours passed by 
as the teams propse ideas and began initial 
research. Finally as the end of the day drew 
near, each team presented their top two ideas 
to the rest of their colleagues.

Later, the Town Council of FLIPville was called to order and concerned 
people were able to voice their opinion about a new development that  
was taking over farmland within the city. In this activity, our future leaders 
were designated to represent different interest groups. The groups such  
as the environmentalists, the real estate developers, local business owners, 
citizens, and even a community activist group, were present and each  
voiced their concern about the plan.
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Session Four
The fifth session of FLIP took place  
in the Willis Tower in the CMAP 
offices. This session may not have 
been the most exciting but it was 
certainly better than being outside 
all day. A large portion of the day 
was set aside for preparing the  
students for the expert interviews. 
The expert interviews are during the 
sixth session of FLIP, this is where  
the students are able to ask  
questions of experts in the field  
of planning and gather information 
on their final projects but also  
build interview skills. The day  
started off with further explanation 
of the final project and also the  
vote by the students on what their 
group should pursue for the final 
project. Once everyone was  
decided and received feedback 
from their other colleagues a  
presentation was given on the  
skills of interviewing and how to 
avoid bad interview skills. Then 
the students created questions for 
the interviews and after lunch the 
day was finished off by creating  
a draft of the final project.

Session Five
One of the final sessions of FLIP (and a momentous one at that) started on February the 6th. 
It was the day of the expert interviews, and everybody arrived, dressed head to toe in 
business attire. The day started with a little more group time for work on the final projects 
and also a little relaxing and preparing for the expert interviews. Once 11:00 hit, it was a 
whirlwind of activity, between all the experts coming and going, conference rooms, and hour 
long interviews the time flew by. The day was dedicated to including the next generation  
of leaders in the planning process by having them interact with the current leaders and  
exchange ideas, about the FLIP participants’ projects as well as the projects the experts were 
working on. The pace was hectic until lunch and everybody had a chance to unwind. After 
sharing what went well and what could be improved upon the students had some time to  
apply the knowledge from the experts to their group projects and work on those for the  
remainder of the day. 
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Session Six
The final FLIP sessions were about the completion 

and practicing of the final presentations and  
projects. Each group had a chance to present to 
their classmates and receive valuable feedback  
on their presentations. They explained their final  
project, their desire and methods of starting it, 
and finally their intended goals for the project. 
Each group had used all of the knowledge and 
information presented to them over the past few 
months and created a project that they felt fills  
a need within their communities. Each group 
has a specific project aligned with their area 

of focus, transportation, housing and land use, 
economic development, human services, and the 
environment. This final project not only shows the 
students’ dedication to the FLIP program but also 

their dedication to helping their communities. They 
have taken what they learned, looked critically at 
it through teenaged eyes, and have produced a 

project that will have broad benefits to the region. 

While the FLIP staff is sad to see this  
group of intelligent young student leave  

the program, we are excited about 
what they have and will achieve.  
If just a small percentage of their  

dedication to this program is applied to 
whatever they choose to pursue in life,  
they will impact the lives of everyone 

around them. The FLIP staff, the experts, 
and everyone who participated this year 
 in the program wishes the best of luck for 
the students and expect big things from 

them in the future.

FLIP Farewell 
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