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Suburbs collaborate to rehab abandoned
and foreclosed housing
BY ART GOLAB Staff Reporter/agolab@suntimes.com December 13, 2012 8:36PM

Updated: December 14, 2012 2:35AM  

Suburbs typically fight it out with each other in the battle for federal and state dollars, but now
some towns have banded together to get money to rehab abandoned and foreclosed housing,
according to a report issued Thursday by a coalition of area planning agencies.

Two such “housing collaboratives,” in western and southern Cook County, started with $660,000 in
seed money and have so far pulled down $35 million to redevelop more than 200 foreclosed
properties and demolish 40 blighted properties, the report says.

Maywood, Bellwood, Forest Park, Berwyn and Oak Park make up one of the groups, the West
Cook County Housing Collaborative. Yet, so far most of the investment from the initiative has gone
to Maywood and Bellwood.

But the towns believe they all will benefit from a healthier real estate climate in their region.

“When the mayors of our five communities came together four years ago to talk about how we
could best address affordable housing issues, we determined that the best chance we had to
improve our local economies was to work together,” Oak Park Village President David Pope said in
a statement. “And now we are seeing the successful results of that collaboration. We did not do it
alone; we did it together.”

In Maywood, the collaborative spent $3.25 million to rehab a foreclosed and abandoned 26-unit
apartment building. Also, three foreclosed single family homes in Bellwood have been rehabbed and
sold, and last week seven more homes went on the market in Bellwood, Maywood and Forest Park
— with 21 more in the pipeline.

The homes will be sold at market value, most for less than what they cost to rehab. And qualified
lower-income buyers are eligible for $10,000 grants toward the cost of the homes, making them an
even better deal.
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even better deal.

When the collaborative bought the homes out of foreclosure, they were in terrible shape, many
vandalized and stripped of their copper plumbing.

“These were not the kind of properties that an individual homebuyer could purchase because there
was so much construction work to be done, said Kate Ansorge, senior project manager of IFF
Housing, a nonprofit hired by the collaborative to run its projects.

Ansorge said she hopes that as funds come in from the properties that are sold, some of the
money will go toward projects in Berwyn and Oak Park, the towns that have not yet directly
benefitted from the collaborative.

Similar work is going on in south Cook County, where 27 towns have formed the Chicago Southland
Housing and Community Development Collaborative. And another collaborative in northwest Cook is
focusing on foreclosed condos. The report on the collaboratives was issued by the Chicago
Metropolitan Agency for Planning, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus and the Metropolitan Planning
Council.

Show / Hide CommentsShow / Hide Comments

LATEST NEWS VIDEOS

© 2011 Sun-Times Media, LLC. All rights reserved. This material may not be copied or distributed without permission.
For more information about reprints and permissions, visit www.suntimesreprints.com. To order a reprint of this
article, click here.

Special Home Delivery Offer

Advertise Here

The Watchdogs

 

PHOTO GALLERIES More

Pot smokers
celebrate as
Washington
marijuana
legalization takes
effect

Last call for
Twinkies: Chicago
shoppers buy up
last shipment

FEATURES
Crossword

Horoscopes

Sudoku

Lottery

Obituaries

HS Sports

Videos

Photos

RENTERS: We have more
listings than anyone else

Everyone's car shopping - you can, too, with our handy
search tools

Betting on a fun weekend?
Get your tips here

Advertise Here

Advertise Here

Homes Autos Casinos

Search GO

suntimes.com

Blogs

Send Feedback

Contact Us

About Us

Advertise with Us

Newsletters/Alerts

Text Alerts

Subscribe

Reader Services

E-paper

Licensing

Reprints

Affiliates

High School Sports

Broadcast High School

RogerEbert.com

Public Record Search

SearchChicago - Homes

New and Used Cars from
ToDrive.com
I Want It: Directories

Centerstage

Express Links

Obituaries

Blogs

Video

Yellow Pages

Partners

Legacy.com

Zip2Save

nbcchicago

BGA

http://www.suntimesreprints.com
http://www.suntimesreprints.com
https://register.suntimesnewsgroup.com/clickshare/selectDeliveryPublication.do 
http://www.suntimesmediaholdings.com/media-kit
http://www.suntimes.com/news/watchdogs/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/news/watchdogs/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/photos/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/photos/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/news/16847013-455/pot-smokers-celebrate-as-washington-marijuana-legalization-takes-effect.html
http://www.suntimes.com/news/16847013-455/pot-smokers-celebrate-as-washington-marijuana-legalization-takes-effect.html
http://www.suntimes.com/news/16936952-455/last-call-for-twinkies-chicago-shoppers-buy-up-last-shipment.html
http://www.suntimes.com/news/16936952-455/last-call-for-twinkies-chicago-shoppers-buy-up-last-shipment.html
http://www.suntimes.com/lifestyles/crossword/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/lifestyles/horoscopes/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/sudoku/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/lifestyles/lottery/index.html
http://legacy.suntimes.com/obituaries/chicagosuntimes/
http://highschoolsports.suntimes.com/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/video/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/photos/index.html
http://www.crwnchicago.com/
http://searchchicago.suntimes.com/homes/index.html
http://www.todrive.com
http://specialsections.suntimes.com/casinos/index.html
http://www.crwnchicago.com/
http://www.suntimes.com
http://blogs.suntimes.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/contactus/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/contactus/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/index.html
http://www.crwnchicago.com/
http://register.suntimes.com/register/index/
http://www.suntimes.com/stayconnected/index.html#alerts
https://register.suntimesnewsgroup.com/clickshare/checkDelivery.do
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/service/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/epaper
http://www.suntimesreprints.com
http://www.suntimesreprints.com
http://highschoolsports.suntimes.com/
http://www.highschoolcube.com/
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com
http://consumer.public-record.com/suntimes/
http://searchchicago.suntimes.com/homes/index.html
http://www.todrive.com
http://iwantit.suntimes.com/directories/
http://www.centerstagechicago.com
http://legacy.suntimes.com/obituaries/chicagosuntimes/
http://blogs.suntimes.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/video/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/yellowpages/index.html
http://legacy.suntimes.com/obituaries/chicagosuntimes/
http://www.zip2save.com/
http://www.nbcchicago.com/
http://www.bettergov.org/
http://www.suntimesmediaholdings.com
http://www.suntimesmediaholdings.com
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/terms/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/privacypolicy/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/submissionguide/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/privacypolicy/index.html#yahoo
http://www.suntimesmediaholdings.com/media-kit
http://www.suntimes.com/consumerservices/faq/index.html

