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 Outline of Discussion 

ÅWhat is a Comprehensive Plan? 

ÅTypical Sections 

ÅHow does Zoning support Comprehensive Plans? 
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 What is a Comprehensive Plan? 

ÅLong-term plan to help guide communities growth and 

development 

ÅOften is written to guide for 10-15 years 

ÅFlexible and adaptive 

ÅIncludes plans and recommendations to reach the 

desired vision of the community 
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 What is a Comprehensive Plan? 

ÅIn-depth Analysis helps to anticipate future issues and 

trends. 

ÅAssists both the municipality and the private sector in 

making land use decisions 

ÅBenefits the community with most grant applications 
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 What is a Comprehensive Plan? 

ÅMuch more than just a ñFuture Land Use Mapò 

ÅNow includes all areas of the community including:  

ÅLand Use 

ÅTransportation and Circulation 

ÅParks and Open Space 

ÅResidential Areas 

ÅCommunity Facilities, etc. 
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 Illinois Definition of a Comprehensive Plan 

ÅUnder the Illinois Municipal Code (65 ILCS 5/11-12-5(1)), a 

city or village plan commission is charged with preparing and 

recommending ña comprehensive plan for the present and 

future development or redevelopment of the municipality. 

ÅSuch a plan may be adopted as a whole or in separate 

geographical or functional parts, each of which, when 

adopted, shall be the official comprehensive plan, or part 

thereof, of that municipality.  
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 Illinois Definition of a Comprehensive Plan 

ÅThe comprehensive plan covers the entire incorporated area 

of the municipality, and can extend to land up to 1.5 miles 

beyond the corporate limits of the municipality, as long as 

that land is not incorporated by another municipality.  

ÅIf this unincorporated territory is within 1.5 miles of two or 

more corporate authorities, the communities should adopt a 

boundary agreement to decide which municipality has 

planning jurisdiction over that territory (65 ILCS 5/11-12-9). 
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 Typical Planning Process   

ÅOften a 10-12 month planning process 

ÅShould include multiple opportunities for Public 

Involvement 

ÅTypically guided by the Planning Commission or a 

Steering Committee  

ÅPlan Commission holds the Public Hearing 

ÅCouncil/Board Final Review and Adoption 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OVERVIEW  





 Typical Sections  

ÅExisting Conditions 

ÅCurrent Zoning 

ÅExisting Land Use 

ÅDemographics/Market 

ÅCurrent Transportation 

ÅExisting Community Facilities/Infrastructure 

ÅCulture/Image 
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 Typical Sections   

ÅCommunity Outreach 

ÅPublic Workshops 

ÅQuestionnaires 

ÅWebsite/Twitter 

ÅSurveys 

ÅFocus Groups 
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 Typical Sections   

ÅVision Statement 

ÅIn the next ten to fifteen yearsé 

ÅGoals and Objectives 

ÅLand Use 

ÅTransportation 

ÅEconomic Development 

ÅCharacter, etcé 
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 Typical Sections   

ÅPlans and Recommendations 

ÅFuture Land Use 

ÅResidential Areas 

ÅBusiness/Industry/Commercial Areas 

ÅTransportation and Circulation 

ÅVehicular 

ÅPedestrian/Bikes 

ÅPublic Transit 
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 Typical Sections   

ÅPlans and Recommendations 

ÅCulture, Image and Identity 

ÅUrban Design/Design Guidelines 

ÅPublic Art 

ÅHistorical Preservation 

ÅSustainability 

ÅParks and Environment 
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 Typical Sections   

ÅImplementation 

ÅFunding 

ÅStrategies 

ÅResponsibilities 

ÅNext steps 
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