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Biannual TIP/RTP Conformity Analysis and TIP Amendments
In accordance with the biannual conformity analysis policy, CMAP staff asked programmers to
submit changes to non-exempt and exempt tested projects within the TIP. Programmers submitted
eighty-four revisions to seventy-five projects. Specific project information is attached.
Ten of the requested revisions included adding, changing, or removing work types. Work types
describe the work being completed in a project and determine if a project is exempt, exempt tested or
non-exempt. An exempt work type does not require an air quality conformity analysis. Examples of
exempt projects include road resurfacings and bus rehabilitation. Exempt tested work types do not
require a conformity analysis, but the region has chosen to include their impacts in the travel demand
model. Exempt tested projects include widening lanes to standard and continuous left turn lanes.
Non-exempt projects may have an effect on air quality and must be tested for conformity. Nonexempt projects include adding lanes to a road or extending a rail line.
Seven of the requested revisions were to change the conformity status from not conformed to
conformed. Federally funded phase 1 engineering can proceed on a non-exempt project not
conformed project, but federal authorization for further phases generally requires conformity.
There were fifteen limit changes. Limits are the cross-streets, mileposts or other boundaries that
define the extent of a project. There were six new projects and seventeen deleted projects.
Twenty nine projects had new completion years that triggered inclusion in the conformity analysis.
Completion years indicate when a project is anticipated to be in service to users. The conformity
analysis looks at selected years of the long range regional transportation plan (currently 2010, 2020
and 2030). When a completion year change crosses one of these years, the project must be included in
the conformity analysis.
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Type of Change

New Limits
18%
Completion Year
35%

New/Deleted
27%
Conformed
8%
Change in
Worktype
12%

Changes by Programmer
Tollway
1%
City of Chicago
DOT
1%

IDOT
19%

Counties
25%

Service Providers
5%

Councils
49%

The 2010, 2020 and 2030 highway and transit networks were coded to include the changes. CMAP’s
regional travel demand model was run using the updated networks. The resultant VMT by speed
and facility type for eight vehicle classes (including urban bus) was expanded to twenty-eight
MOBILE vehicle types for multiplication by regional emission rates developed using the USEPA’s
MOBILE model. The highway emission estimates are the sum of those calculations for each precursor
or direct pollutant in each scenario year. Reductions from the National Energy Policy Act Credit and
Clean Fuel Fleet Program have not been claimed.
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For ozone, emissions of the two precursors, volatile organic compounds and nitrogen oxides were
calculated. The results fell below applicable SIP emission budgets for the attainment year and
subsequent years; they were very similar to emission estimates from the conformity analysis
documentation for the 2030 RTP Update and FY 07-12 TIP approved in October, 2006.
For PM2.5 emissions were calculated for direct PM2.5 and the precursor nitrogen oxides. Emissions for
all scenario years remained below the baseline year values.
CMAP recommends that a determination be made that the region’s transportation plan and program
satisfy all applicable criteria and procedures in the conformity regulations and comply with all
applicable implementation plan conformity requirements.
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