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Cook DuPage Corridor study may
survive

Web Extra!
l

CMAP survey finds broad support for rapid transit

Click here to read more about
the CMAP survey.

By BILL DWYER
Staff Reporter
First reported 12/11/2009 4:30 p.m.
In the wake of survey that shows broad support for transit alternatives to roads, there's word of a concerted effort to salvage the
third phase the stalled Cook DuPage Corridor Study.
The threemonth survey was conducted by the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning, or CMAP, which is the regional
planning agency tasked with comprehensive planning for the Chicago area. More than 20,000 responses were gathered on a
variety of issues, including transportation and land use. Those results indicate Chicago area residents "tend to share
consistent priorities for the region's future." Expressed priorities include "more transit options, compact land development,
reduced energy and water consumption, and more parks and open space," according to CMAP.
Among the findings are that fully 90 percent of respondents favor transportation policies that encourage transportation
alternatives to roads. One percent favored more roads and 9 percent favored the current mix of rail and road options.
The survey, titled "Invent the Future," invited people to comment both online and at area meetings this summer. Questions
were predicated on a projected additional 2.8 million residents in the northeastern Illinois region by 2040.
The first of 50 public presentations was held in June at Oak Park's historic Unity Temple.
Under state and federal law, CMAP is the comprehensive regional planning organization for the northeastern Illinois region. The
agency is formally charged with land use and transportation planning in Chicago, Cook County and the six other collar
counties.
The survey process is intended to develop a broad regional vision of what Chicagoarea residents want to see 30 years from
now. It was launched in conjunction with the 100th anniversary of Daniel Burnham's historic Plan of Chicago.
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The survey is part of the preparation process for the 2010 release of a comprehensive report titled Go To 2040. That document
will constitute the region's official comprehensive plan recognized by the state and federal governments to "guide development
and infrastructure decisions across the region for decades to come."
Rob Cole of the Oak Park Village Manager's Office sits on CMAP's land use committee and has been involved with
transportation issues for a number of years. "The public voice was clear: 90 percent of those who responded expressed strong
support for alternative forms of transportation," Cole said.
Oak Park Village President David Pope, who has served on the Cook DuPage Corridor Study's policy committee, lauded the
findings of the CMAP study, saying the survey has clearly shown a preference for transit alternatives, particularly rail. "They've
begun to outline parameters as they undertake their Go To 2040 planning process," Pope said. That process, he said, will
"highlight opportunities for transit expansion and specifically rail expansion, in locations where land use plans would support
that."
Pope noted that the West Cook Municipal Conference and the DuPage Mayors & Management Conference are two key
councils already working closely with CMAP.
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It appears these two groups will also be central players in an effort to resuscitate the Cook DuPage Corridor Study.
Sources familiar with the Cook DuPage study, speaking anonymously, say responsibility for the final phase will be divided
between CMAP and the West Cook Municipal Conference and the DuPage Mayors & Management Conference. CMAP will
function as a "strong partner," providing essential modeling for the alternative transit models, which CMAP is already doing as
part of its Go TO 2040 process.
The two councils would handle the procedural and administrative aspects of the third phase. Sources say $600,000 remains
from the "unified work plan" in the RTA budget, available for use on the reformulated third phase of the corridor study process.
Tammy Wierciak, planning coordinator for West Cook Municipal Conference, confirmed Monday that her organization and the
DuPage Mayors & Managers Conference "feel strongly enough" about the Cook DuPage planning process that they're forming
a partnership. She said that both her 36member group and the DuPage Mayors & Managers need to take the proposal back
to their respective executive boards for final approval.

The two councils would handle the procedural and administrative aspects of the third phase. Sources say $600,000 remains
from the "unified work plan" in the RTA budget, available for use on the reformulated third phase of the corridor study process.
Tammy Wierciak, planning coordinator for West Cook Municipal Conference, confirmed Monday that her organization and the
DuPage Mayors & Managers Conference "feel strongly enough" about the Cook DuPage planning process that they're forming
a partnership. She said that both her 36member group and the DuPage Mayors & Managers need to take the proposal back
to their respective executive boards for final approval.
"We're still working toward what that will be, but we're definitely interested in seeing the study completed," Wierciak said.
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