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Incentives to ease
. tl'-

traffic congestion
(':)t\ti

The Daily HeralCl's r,ec~nt
covet;age liasshed liglft on
new.ways being considered
to relievetrafflc congestion.
This is a chronic and growing
problem that costs our region
billions in wasted fuel, time,
and-productivity Each
person·traveling 'during peak
hours innorthea'stern.fllinois
pays an averageof'more than
$l.OOO~per.year in wasted
timeand fuel due to conges­
tion.~oseconunutes~

get 19l!ger asjhe region
grows, and-they could cause
serious economic harm
urlless steps are taken now.

As a -resident, would.you
rather buy more gas to .sit
longer.ln traffic or pay a'toll
that helps reduce'your rush­
hour commute time? Not
every trip taken during p,'eak
hO\lt'S1is-neee5sitrY-"Given
Incenttves-toftnd other.
alternatives - whether to,
travelat a-different-time or
to use altemative'traris­
portation~~ people may
avoid rush-hour travel'in
numbers great erioughito
silWificantly reduce conges­
tion.

The federalgovernment is
considering a $300~million ·,
grant for oiirregion.to see'if
itmakes sense to imple -'
ment'managed lane~, ane;!
other low-cost options that
are working elsewhere' The
Chicago Metropolitan-
Agency for PI~g
believes strongly that this .
public discussion is worth­
while. If funded.bythe...U.S.
Department of.Transporta­
p on , that proj~£t'~otpd , '~ " l I
provide 'significant' opp ortu -
nities f9~suchdebate to
occur.

Our a gency was created to
help decision makers and'
the public'take a long-term
~ppioa!=ht,9.D.1aintaining
the region's quality of-life.
Metropolitan Chicago's.a '
trcp1~por,tati.on system ~s the
erigine of.our economic
prosperity, but right now

,that engine needs fine- "
tuning to ensure that w,e're
getting the most out of our


