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_ . - GOTO 2040 PLAN
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( propoges a green infrastructure network
 tha follows waterway cornidors, expanda exisring
 preperves, and creates new pregerves in the region,
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PROMOTE THE GOALS OF THE GOTO 2040 PLAN

While our econamy has langbeen
the envy of othermetropolisan reglons;
we cannot take it forgranted.
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Toachieve sustainable p mj;:edtg, ourseven-
county region needsto i.n;-faloment an aggressive
but nuanced compmhg,a’siva planchac scrategically
aligns public pouc‘i‘ea!md investments.
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EXAMPLES OF WEEKEND DESTINATIONS



Door County, Wisconsin

Tourism Amenities

. 53 Public beaches

. 5 State Parks

. 11 Lighthouses

. 300 miles of shoreline

. Miller Art Museum

. Washington Island Ferry
. Washington Island Art and Nature Center
. Guenzel Gallery

. 3 Wineries

. Anderson Store

. Door County Maritime Museum
Door County Historical Museum

EXAMPLES OF WEEKEND DESTINATIONS



“A IDENTITY”

UNIFYING A
COLLECTION OF

UNIQUE

DESTINATIONS

The 53 corridor contains some of Chicage’s most
pnzed naturaf assers and autdoordmenhes The

reg . Thrstan isan opportumtyto showcase
these unique assets.



MOTH = ROAD
EVERY YEAR
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AT 1 9,000 ACRES, THE LARGEST

CONTIGUOUS OPEN SPACE IN NE ILLINOIS
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CHICAGOLAND SPEEDWAY ALONE BRINGS OVER 60,000 PEOPLE TO EACH
» RACING EVENT

CHICAGOLAND SPEEDWAY
ROUTE 66 RACEWAY
AUTOBAHN COUNTRY CLUB
LEISURE HOURS RACEWAY




The Northern part of the corridor is
anchored by the historic City of Joliet
offering many cultural and recreational
venues. Two major destinations are
right on IL 53, just south of the I-80
Interchange: the Chicago Speedway
and the Route 66 Raceway. Other
regional recreational venues are also
easily accessible from IL 53, including
the Autobahn Club and the CPX Sports
facility.



MAJOR ASSETS AND DESTINATIONS

Five miles to the west of IL 53 lies the
Village of Manhattan anchoring the
northwest corner of the Midewin.

The Wauponsee Glacial trail runs right
through the Village, connecting the last
Metra station on the Metra Southwest
line to the rest of the corridor. The Historic
Round Barn and other beautiful preserves
stretching all the way down to the
Kankakee River offer quaint and charming
stops waiting to be discovered.
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HISTORIC ROUTE 66
Launching Pad Drive-in
Geminl Giant statue
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Von Helndecke's Chicago Festival & Ballet
Joliet Area Historical Museum

Joliet Area Sports Hall of Fame

P. Seth Magosky Museum of Victorian Life
& Jollet History

Slovenian Woman's Heritage Museum
Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery
Joliet Union Station

Manhattan Metra Station

Mar Theatre

Briscoe Burial Mounds

MANY LOCAL ANCHORS
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Autobahn Country Club
Bicentennial Park Theatre
Chicagoland Speedway
CPX Paintball Park Raceway
Haunted Tralls Famlly Entertainment and
Amusement Park

Hollywood Casino Jallet

Inwood lce Arena

Joliet Motorsports

Jollet Slammers Professional Baseball Team
Joliet Splash Station Waterpark
Leisure Hours Raceway

Route 66 Racoway

Town and Country Bowling Lanes

MAJOR ASSETS AND DESTINATIONS

IL 53 CORRIDOR

{ Billle Limacher Bicentennial Park
Birdhaven Greenhouse and Conservatory
Braidwood Dunes & Savanna Preserve
Channahon State Park

Des Plaines Dolomite Prairles Reserve
Des Plaines Fish & Wildlife Area

Des Plaines River

Dresden Cooling Lake

Forsythe Woods County Forest Preserve
Fossll Rock Recreation Area

Goose Lake Prairie State Park

Grant Creek Prairle Nature Preserve
Heldecke Lake

Hitts Siding Prairie Nature Preserve
Winois River

TRAILS

Wauponsee Glacial Teall

| & M Canal Trall

Old Plank Road Trall

Kankakee River Trail

Planned Route 66 Trall

Midewin Tralls

Forest Preserve District of Will County Tralls
LOCAL TRAILS

Kankakee River

Kankakee River State Park

Laughton County Forest Preserve
Mazonia State Fish and Wildlife Area
McKinley Woods County Forest Preserve
Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie
Pilcher Park Nature Center

Rock Run Rookery

Round Barn Park

Route 66 Park

Sand Ridge Savanna Nature Preserve
Sugar Creek County Forest Preserve
The Children's Garden Project of Elwood
Wilmington Island and Dam ‘
Wilmington Shrub Prairle Nature Preserve

& %
& 5
(e}

k)

Intermodal Port

Joliet Quarry

Three Rivers Marine Service
Harborside Marina

Tammen Treeberry Farm
Dollinger Family Farm
Exotic Deer Farm

Restored Train Depot

Junk Yard Sculptures
Petting Zoo

Diamaond Mine Monument
Dresden Generating Station
Braldwood Generating Statlon
Glasscock Farm '



The story of how the mighty formed this
land after the great glacial meltdown.

How paleontologists have found many in nearby Sand
Prairies and coal mines, like the Tully Monster, the State
Fossil of lllinois.

Stories of - LaSalle’s expedition of 1679 through
lllinois country to the Kankakee River and then on to the
Mississippi.

Stories of , one of the most legendary roads in the
world, as highlighted by the Byway Enhancements
underway.

Stories of how a prairie became an

and a prairie again

And much more.
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HISTOR

STORIES

A PLAN THAT CELEBRATES THE HISTORY OF
THE LAND AND THE SETTLEMENT
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. Opportunity
Areas

North End
Sports Arenas

Elwood

Midewin and Natural Areas
The Riverfront

Wilmington & Braidwood
Manhattan

NooakRowbD~



NORTH END

HICKORY CREEK BRIDGE 5. BRANDON DAM AND LOCK
RAILROAD BRIDGE 6. WATERFRONT SITE

FORMER QUARRY 7. WAUPONSEE TRAIL
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AN OPPORTUNITY TO NIAKE 1,?
QUARRY A 66 sTop* b
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WITERA SIAN LINE -

= .' i TRANSPORTATION

Getting To the Corridor

Car,
Train,

| Bike, and
. Freight
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= The corridor can be reached by two major
///\8? interstate highways and three Metra Rail
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KAME COUNTY
KENDALL COUNTY



LACK OF IDENTITY ON INTERSTATE 80




OPPORTUNITIES
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TRANSPORTATION

Getting Around the
Corridor

Car

Many roadway expansions, extensions
and intersection reconfigurations are
planned

Historic Route 66 is currently the main

auto experience, can other scenic drive
loops through out the area be identified

LEGEND
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A Midewin National j
Tafigrass Prairie

A COMPLETE AND

CONNECTED

REGIONAL TRAIL
SYSTEM

OTHER WAYS OF GETTING
AROUND AND SEEING THE
CORRIDOR

HOT AIR BALLOON RIDES
DUCKS

ZIP CARS

BIKE SHARE
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DOWNTOWN
JOLIET

TODAY, MOST 66
TOURISTS PROBABLY

make onry THREE

STOPS AND MOVE ON
TO PONTIAC.

SPRINGTEIT m (@Y 5

WE NEED TO FIND WAYS TO

CAPTURE 66 TOURISTS
FOR LONGER PERIODS

OF TIME AND DIRECT THEM TO
OTHER ACTIVITIES IN THE AREA.



REENERGIZE HISTORIC ROUTE 66

DOWNTOWN
JOLIET

NORTH END

SPORTS

CREATE ©)

NEW MAJOR
= STOPS ON

GEMINI GIANT/
E LAUNCHING PAD
RESTAURANT

1 BRAIDWOOD PARK
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THE ISLAND



FUN FAMILY FRIENDLY
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BRAIDWOOD STOP

IDEAS: LARGE FISH SCULPTURE
— o

Husky The Musky Kenora, . i b TR
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BRAIDWOOD STOP
LARGE FOSSIL
SCULPTURE

IDEAS




BRAIDWOOD STOP
IDEAS: MACARONI CAPITAL OF THE WORLD

- NAVY PIER, CHICAGO
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Lincoln et ST J
National =i

Cemetely Midewin National
| Tallgrass Prairie
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EXISTING IL53 R.O.W.
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Imagine the Possibilities.

A family wakes up earty one Savoday and heads for the vain scacion. This s no

i

g » 72 » 3 T
oxdinary Satunday — today, the pasents will wmelnd tn ¢ ol Midwestern Prairie,

and the kids will learn abort food and kistory, while gerring some exercise. As the
Metra tmin reaches the last stop ac Manhattan, the kids jump doson and vun for the
bike shaw stagion, impatient to get on the Wanponsee Traul their friends have been
praising. The tvail is cool, with the swminer sin poking throwgh the thick e aves of the

tiees. The empey bike baskes fill evervone with anticipacion

Satisfied with thewr amazingaveekend, the famiby boards the last train at loliet’s

Union Station, coming home for a late dinner of fresh, locally produced food

N SR Py ——
every weekend should be like this one!
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