


GOALS 



PROMOTE THE GOALS OF THE GOTO 2040 PLAN 

GOALS 



PROMOTE THE GOALS OF THE GOTO 2040 PLAN 

GOALS 



OVER 4 MILLION RESIDENTS LIVE WITHIN ONE HOUR OF THE MIDEWIN 

Galena 



TOURISM  

EXAMPLES OF WEEKEND DESTINATIONS 

Galena 



Door County, Wisconsin 

One Identity, 
Many Stops 

 
 
Tourism Amenities 
• 53 Public beaches 
• 5 State Parks 
• 11 Lighthouses 
• 300 miles of shoreline 
• Miller Art Museum 
• Washington Island Ferry 
• Washington Island Art and Nature Center 
• Guenzel Gallery 
• 3 Wineries 
• Anderson Store 
• Door County Maritime Museum 
• Door County Historical Museum 

 

EXAMPLES OF WEEKEND DESTINATIONS 



“A SINGLE IDENTITY”  

 

UNIFYING A 

COLLECTION OF 

UNIQUE  

DESTINATIONS 



HISTORIC ROUTE 66 

OVER 30,000  
TOURISTS DRIVE THE  

MOTHER ROAD  
 EVERY YEAR  



THE MIDEWIN 

 

THE FIRST NATIONAL TALLGRASS PRAIRIE 



THE MIDEWIN 

AT 19,000 ACRES, THE LARGEST  

CONTIGUOUS OPEN SPACE IN NE ILLINOIS 



ABRAHAM LINCOLN NATIONAL CEMETERY 

 400,000 BURIAL SPACES WHEN COMPLETED   



THE KANKAKEE RIVER  
ONE OF THE MOST PRISTINE WATERWAYS IN THE REGION 



THE COUNTRY’S LARGEST   

 INLAND PORT 



RACING 

CHICAGOLAND SPEEDWAY ALONE BRINGS OVER 60,000 PEOPLE TO EACH 

RACING EVENT 
 
 

 

CHICAGOLAND SPEEDWAY 

ROUTE 66 RACEWAY 

AUTOBAHN COUNTRY CLUB 

LEISURE HOURS RACEWAY 





Following pages highlight some of the major assets in the corridor 
with brief descriptions of the existing features and amenities. 





THIS LAND HAS SO MANY STORIES THAT NEED TO BE SHARED 

The story of how the mighty Kankakee Torrents formed this 
land after the great glacial meltdown. 
 
How paleontologists have found many fossils in nearby Sand 
Prairies and coal mines, like the Tully Monster, the State 
Fossil of Illinois. 
 
Stories of exploration - LaSalle’s expedition of 1679 through 
Illinois country to the Kankakee River and then on to the 
Mississippi. 
 
Stories of Route 66, one of the most legendary roads in the 
world, as highlighted by the Byway Enhancements 
underway. 
 
Stories of how a prairie became an arsenal,  
and a prairie again 
 
 
And much more. 
 
 
 

 



Opportunity 

Areas 

 
1. North End 

2. Sports Arenas 

3. Elwood 

4. Midewin and Natural Areas 

5. The Riverfront 

6. Wilmington & Braidwood 

7. Manhattan 
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1. HICKORY CREEK BRIDGE 

2. RAILROAD BRIDGE 

3. FORMER QUARRY  

4. NOWELL PARK 

 

5. BRANDON DAM AND LOCK 

6. WATERFRONT SITE 

7. WAUPONSEE TRAIL 

8. I & M CANAL TRAIL 
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OPPORTUNITY AREAS  NORTH END 



JOLIET QUARRY NORTH END 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE THE 

QUARRY A 66 STOP 



JOLIET QUARRY NORTH END 

Ziplining in Morrison's Quarry, Canada 1953 Joliet Illinois Chicago Mountaineering Club 

Climb Quarry Wall Wire Photo 

 

QUINCY QUARRY, MA 

 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE THE 

QUARRY A 66 STOP 

CLIFF JUMPING . . ZIP LINING . CLIMBING 

 

 



BRANDON DAM AND LOCK  

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE A 

HISTORIC DAM AND LOCK  
A 66 STOP 



 
MAIN STREET 

KAYAKING 

BOATING 

FISHING 

CANOEING 

BEACHES 

MARINAS 

RIVERWALKS 

LODGING 

RESTAURANTS 

THE ISLAND CITY OF WILMINGTON 



Getting To the Corridor 
 

Car,  
Train,  
Bike, and  
Freight 
 
 

The corridor can be reached by two major 

interstate highways and three Metra Rail 

lines 

 

 

 

 

I-80 

I-55 

TRANSPORTATION 



ROUTE 66 LACK OF IDENTITY ON INTERSTATE 80 



 OPPORTUNITIES STRONGER SIGNAGE AND WAYFINDING 



OPPORTUNITIES UNIQUE LANDSCAPING THAT REFLECTS THE SURROUNDING  ASSETS  



Getting Around the 
Corridor 
 

Car 

TRANSPORTATION 

LEGEND 

Many roadway expansions,  extensions 

and intersection reconfigurations are 

planned  

 

Historic Route 66 is currently the main 

auto experience, can other scenic drive 

loops through out the area be identified 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

A COMPLETE AND  

CONNECTED 
REGIONAL TRAIL 
SYSTEM 
 

HOT AIR BALLOON RIDES 

DUCKS 

ZIP CARS 

BIKE SHARE 

 

OTHER WAYS OF GETTING 

AROUND AND SEEING THE 

CORRIDOR 



HISTORIC ROUTE 66 

OVER 30,000  
TOURISTS DRIVE THE  

MOTHER ROAD  
 EVERY YEAR  



TODAY, MOST 66 

TOURISTS PROBABLY 

MAKE ONLY THREE 
STOPS AND MOVE ON 

TO PONTIAC. 

 

WE NEED TO FIND WAYS TO 

CAPTURE 66 TOURISTS 

FOR LONGER PERIODS 
OF TIME AND DIRECT THEM TO 

OTHER ACTIVITIES IN THE AREA. 
 



CREATE 6 
NEW MAJOR  

 STOPS ON 

   66! 

NORTH END 

REENERGIZE HISTORIC ROUTE 66 

SPORTS 

ELWOOD 

THE ISLAND 

MIDEWIN 

BRAIDWOOD PARK 



FUN FAMILY FRIENDLY JOY OF EXPLORATION 

 



 

OBJECTS  

THAT MAKE YOU STOP! 
 

ICONIC 
 UNIQUE 

 

OVERSIZED 
 



 

ART 
THAT YOU DRIVE TO SEE 
 

ICONIC 
 UNIQUE 

 

OVERSIZED 
 



ROUTE 66 BRAIDWOOD STOP 

IDEAS: LARGE FISH SCULPTURE 

Husky The Musky Kenora, 
Ontario Canada  
 



ROUTE 66 BRAIDWOOD STOP 

IDEAS: LARGE FOSSIL 

SCULPTURE 

LAGUNA HILLS, CALIFORNIA 



ROUTE 66 BRAIDWOOD STOP 

IDEAS: MACARONI CAPITAL OF THE WORLD 

NAVY PIER, CHICAGO 



ROUTE 66 BRAIDWOOD STOP 

IDEAS: CELEBRATE COAL MINING LEGACY 

COAL MINING SCULPTURE, CARDIFF BAY 



CELEBRATE  

FREIGHT 
“BIG JIG RIG” SCULPTURE FROM TWO 18 
WHEELERS 



GOODWOOD FESTIVAL OF SPEED, SUSSEX 

CELEBRATE RACING 



AN ICONIC  

TOWER &  

 BRIDGE 



EXISTING  IL 53 R.O.W. 

AN ICONIC  

TOWER &  

  BRIDGE 



AN ICONIC  

TOWER &  

  BRIDGE 



EXISTING  IL 53 R.O.W. 
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A  

BIKE HIGHWAY & 

 A DIFFERENT KIND OF TRAIL 



AN INTENSE ENGAGEMENT OF  

     STAKEHOLDERS 



IMAGINE THE POSSIBILITIES 




