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ModernPurpose of analyses





Regional Indicator

Hours of Delay per Weekday



Improve rail-system performance (speed up trains).
- CREATE Program, e.g., WA-11 on Dolton and Riverdale

- Additional track (e.g., UP West Line), sidings, and crossovers

- Terminal improvements (reduce switching and dead-heads)

Consolidate problematic crossings

Reroute highway traffic to better-performing crossings

Grade separations

How to Reduce Crossing Delay



Grade Separation 

Prioritization



ModernEstimating Crossing Delay



Estimate of Crossing Delay



Known Issues



New Method for Estimating Delay



Data Collection





Analysis



Results
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Crossings 174973G, 260541T - Washington St. UP/CN (West Chicago)
Gate-Down and Queue-Clearance Durations by Type (Minutes, 2017)

Freight Gate-Down Duration Freight Queue-Clearance Duration Metra Gate-Down Duration Metra Queue Clearance Duration

Freight trains are 
slower than 
expected.  

Queue-clearance 
times are 
substantial.

At this crossing, ICC-
estimated average 
gate-down times 
were 1:00 for Metra 
trains and 2:24 for 
freight trains.





Results: Motorist Delay per Crossing

Average of Old Estimates of 

Delay

46 hours 

per 

weekday
Range 2 - 182

Average of New Estimates of 

Delay

120 hours 

per 

weekday
Range 2 - 430

Percent Change

160%



Next Steps
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