FFY 2020 -2024 STP – Shared Fund Recommended Program
Public Comments received July 18 – August 19, 2019
Comments from partner agencies and federal elected officials
Comments from applicants
Comments in support of specific projects
Burnham Avenue Grade Separation
CTA Green Line Austin Station Accessibility Improvements
Plainfield – 143rd St. East Extension
Homewood Station Renovations (included in separate files)

Comments from partner agencies and federal
elected officials

August 15, 2019
CMAP
ATTN: Transportation Program Public Comment
233 S. Wacker Dr., Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60606

CMAP STP Project Selection Committee:
The South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association respectfully submits the following
comments on CMAP’s FFY 2020-2024 Surface Transportation Program (STP) Shared Fund:
1. We are thrilled that five (5) south suburban projects scored well and rose to the top of a
very competitive project list. The South Council projects that have been recommended
for programming over the next four years are:
• Homewood Metra Station Reconstruction: $9,250,212
• Burnham Avenue Grade Separation: $3,800,000
• Joe Orr Road Extension: $2,500,000
• University Park Metra Reconstruction: $2,500,000
• Cottage Grove Avenue Grade Separation (Dolton) $2,000,000
We fully support these projects and agree they warrant FFY 2020-2024 STP Shared Fund
funding.
2. SSMMA is concerned about the scoring related to Project Readiness. For communities
applying for Phase 1 funding, the scoring methodology needs to be changed. Please
consider that Cohort 4 communities asking for Phase 1 funding and use of Transportation
Development Credits have not had the funding or local match to complete any studies for
the data required. The requirement or points based upon this “readiness” handicaps and
reduces the ability for Cohort 4 communities to compete with Cohort 1 communities. This
is the antithessis of an inclusive growth agenda.
3. Further, CMAP’s Inclusive Growth points model appears to be faulty. Communities in the
South Suburbs that are Cohort 4 communities are not qualifiying for a maximum
number of these points. When Cohort 2 suburbs receive 10 points and Cohort 4
communities receive fewer points, the Inclusive Growth points system that CMAP
developed doesn’t work to provide Cohort 4 communities any real benefit; thus it is not
advancing Inclusive Growth strategies via policy implementation. Going forward, SSMMA
strongly recommends that all Cohort 4 communities should receive 10 points in this
catergory.

4. SSMMA has concerns that the Transportation Impact scores appear to reward areas with large
populations. Many South Sububran communities have lower population numbers and limited ability
to grow as they have long been built out as inner ring suburbs. Others have suffered disinvestment
and depopulation. We know transportation improvements provide disinvested areas with options
for reinvestment and improved quality of life so favoring larger communities with Transportation
Impact points hinders the ability of smaller communites’ projects to compete and spur reinvestment.
These are specific issues and concerns that we believe need to be addressed before the next call for projects.
In addition, we want to comment on the potential to allow for partial funding of project applications. SSMMA
does not support this at this juncture as it deviates from the consensus process for selection of FFY 20202024 STP Shared Fund projects. CMAP should not consider changing the rules developed for this round of
the STP Shared Fund to allow for consideration of partially funded projects at this time. This would introduce
a change in the way projects are evaluated AFTER the application deadline. As this is the first year of the STP
Shared Fund, there will be opportunities in the future to consider changes to the program, including allowing
partial funding, after more regional dialog and assessment.
You may be aware that SSMMA members and staff had raised concerns over the plan for redistribution of
STP funds starting in 2020 which reduced the amount of funding available to the South Council by nearly
$900,000 per year. We challenged CMAP on this policy change, partcularly as it impacts the most resourced
challenged area in the region—the South Suburbs. We were assured CMAP would formulate an inclusive,
robust process to evaluate FFY 2020-2024 STP Shared Fund projects for funding that would be developed
with regional consensus. We believe it has done so.
But, if CMAP considers any change to the process for FFY 2020-2024 STP Shared Funds, ALL processes should
be reevaluated, especially as relates to Inclusive Growth, Transportation Impact, and Project Readiness points
as noted above. Moreover, opening up the concensus derived points system jeapardises other aspects of the
STP program. SSMMA and the other COGs agreed to follow the process set forth by this Committee, including
having funds swept if we do not follow the Active Program Management process. We must feel confident
that CMAP will follow the policies they have set forth, including no partial funding, until such time as the
region considers future changes to the STP program. There will, and should, be a full assessment and analysis
done following the first round of STP Shared Fund funding allocation to determine if any change is needed.
Thank you for you consideration. We look forward to the successful implementation of the FFY 2020-2024
STP Shared Fund program as recommended, including the five South Council projects, in the near future.
Sincerely,

Mayor Tyrone Ward
SSMMA President
Mayor, Village of Robbins

Kristi DeLaurentiis
SSMMA Executive Director
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August 6, 2019

Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
Transportation Program Public Comment
233 S. Wacker Dr., Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60606

Project Selection Committee:
The Will County Governmental League writes today to express
support for the STP-Shared Fund, including both the
development of the application process and of this specific
recommended five-year program. We fully recognize the
diﬃculty of devising an equitable process which allows
regionally significant projects to receive the funding needed to
advance a project from idea to letting.

In order to get to this point, numerous stakeholders have
invested over two years of their time to develop the processes
for the call. This included everything from project eligibility to
program development. Throughout this entire process, CMAP
has been transparent in the manner in which the program is to
unfold. Numerous presentations from CMAP staﬀ, both at CMAP
as well as across the region, included facts ranging from the
application materials to the program’s annual fiscally
constrained limit. As a result, this new program includes an
excellent cross-section of road, bridge, and transit projects from
all across the region.

815.254.7700

www.wcgl.org

The Project Selection Committee established and voted on all of the processes for the
STP-Shared Fund before the first call for projects in January 2019. Will County
Governmental League is opposed to any potential changes to the approved
methodology and project selection criteria used for the STP-Shared Fund for this
round of funding. This is especially due to the fact that the recommended program
has been published and is open for public comment.

Overall, we believe CMAP staﬀ, as well as all involved committees and key
stakeholders have acted in an equitable, transparent manner in producing this
program, which will ultimately prove an enormous benefit to the entire region. With
this in mind, the Will County Governmental League fully supports the STP-Shared
Fund process as well as the recommended five-year program.

Sincerely,

Hugh O’Hara
Executive Director
Will County Governmental League

815.254.7700

www.wcgl.org

August 16, 2019
TO: Erin Aleman, Executive Director, Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP)
FROM: Melody Geraci, Interim Executive Director, Active Transportation Alliance
RE: FFY 2020 – 2024 STP Shared Fund Staff Recommended Program
Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the proposed program for the STP Shared Fund.
It’s exciting to see the agency, local councils of government, and municipalities working together to
invest federal surface transportation program (STP) funds more efficiently and effectively. We
appreciate the transparent process CMAP led to develop and implement the program in its first year.
The new program has the potential to advance the regional goals outlined in ON TO 2050 and our
mission at the Active Transportation Alliance to promote walking, biking and public transit to create
healthy, sustainable and equitable communities.
Please let me know if you have any questions on the following feedback or would like to discuss further.
EQUITY
Including inclusive growth as part of the shared program scoring criteria is a step in the right direction,
but it doesn’t guarantee that STP funds are prioritized for the highest need communities. Points from
other categories could potentially overwhelm any points awarded for inclusive growth, resulting in
mostly projects in higher resource communities getting funded. For example, many South Suburban
communities score poorly in the jobs and households category because they’ve suffered from decades
of disinvestment. These areas should be investment priorities.
•

Recommendation: Set aside at least 25% of STP shared funds for communities that meet CMAP’s
definition of high-need communities for the LTA program.

Allowing low-income communities to use credits to cover the 20% local match is another critical step,
but the financial commitments category still awards more points to communities that cover more than
20% or include other funding sources.
•

Recommendation: Award all possible points (5) in the financial commitments scoring category
for communities that meet the LTA definition of high-need and are using credit to meet the local
match requirement.

TRANSIT
Boosting transit ridership is a priority in ON TO 2050 but none of the projects in this year’s program are
likely to contribute to progress in this area. Station rehabilitations are needed but unlikely to
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significantly impact ridership. In CMAP’s Transit Ridership Growth Study, improving stations had no
impact on transit modeshare, finishing last among the evaluated factors.
•

Recommendation: Work with stakeholders across the region to assess ways to better use STP
and other funding sources to fund projects that enhance the frequency of transit service, speed,
and reliability, and thereby increase transit ridership.

COMPLETE STREETS
Illinois Complete Streets law requires IDOT to include safe walking and bicycling facilities in all projects
in urban areas. Yet many STP Shared Fund applications don’t meet this basic requirement.
•

Recommendation: Require all applicants to include context appropriate Complete Streets
facilities in their projects, rather than having a Complete Streets set-aside in the scoring criteria.
Establish a standard for what projects qualify as meeting the Complete Streets requirement. If
this change isn’t made, at a minimum, more points should be awarded for Complete Streets
given the proven safety benefits for all users.

When applications are rewarded for Complete Streets elements, often they don’t include enough detail
to effectively evaluate impact. If they are funded, often land acquisition costs or other issues result
Complete Streets elements getting eliminated from the final design.
•

Recommendation: Ensure that funded projects that propose Complete Streets elements are
feasible, and that there are no costs (e.g. land acquisition, utilities) or other issues that will result
in the elimination of the facility from the final design.

Walking and bicycling projects are in high demand across the region and have proven to make our
streets safer for all users while boosting community health, equity, and sustainability. High-impact bike
ped projects that generate significant mode shift and crash reduction are particularly difficult for
communities to fund – yet they are not eligible for STP shared funds. Existing programs that fund
walking and bicycling projects rarely fund on-street facilities.
•

Recommendation: Add walking and bicycling projects as an eligible project type for the STP
Shared Fund.

ROAD RECONSTRUCTION AND EXPANSION
Road widening and expansion projects can often create uncomfortable environments for pedestrians
and bicyclists. These projects should be designed to ensure that people of all ages and abilities are able
to safely travel along and across. New roadways should be built to include Complete Streets now so that
communities do not have to do expensive retrofits in the future.
•

Recommendation: Require all road expansion and road widening projects to include context
appropriate Complete Streets facilities.
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August 16, 2019

Erin Aleman
Executive Director
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
233 South Wacker Drive, Suite
800 Chicago, Illinois 60606
Dear Ms. Aleman:
We applaud CMAP’s use of transparent criteria for the new STP Shared Fund to
prioritize investments so that our regional investments will generate the greatest
benefits for our region. The Metropolitan Planning Council is currently in the
process of conducting research on how metropolitan planning organizations
(MPOs) prioritize transportation projects using performance-based planning
methods. We have reviewed the methods of many of the largest MPOs in the
country as well as the criteria in use for the first time for prioritizing projects in
CMAP’s new STP Shared Fund. In the spirit of seeking that the criteria used are as
effective as possible at identifying projects that will deliver the most regional
benefits and align best with the ONTO 2050 goals, as well as avoiding unintended
consequences, we share these observations and recommendations about the
specific criteria and process for your consideration. While the criteria were
developed in 2018, now that we are seeing them applied for the first time, we can
take a practical view of their strengths and opportunities for improvement.
Eligibility
Given the extensive and urgent needs for better quality and safer bicycle and
pedestrian infrastructure in the region, we find the exclusion of bicycle and
pedestrian projects as eligible projects to be a major issue. There is no shortage
of significant bicycle and pedestrian needs in this region to connect significant
network gaps, including project that exceed the $5 million project cost threshold.
This is evidenced by the large number of network gaps identified in the Regional
Trails and Greenways Plan, the need for improvements identified in the Trail
Connect Chicagoland plan, and by the excellent new Regional Sidewalk
Inventory, which can now be used to identify pedestrian gaps such as the
significant number of bus transit stops that are not served by sidewalks.
Especially given that key performance indicators for the ONTO 2050 plan include
completion of projects in the Greenways and Trails Plan and population and
employment located in highly walkable areas, bicycle and pedestrian project
types should most certainly by eligible for this very flexible Surface
Transportation Program.

The existence of other funding programs that do fund bicycle and pedestrian projects is insufficient reason
to exclude these most basic and critical categories of transportation projects from eligibility for this
funding category.
Considerations for Current Criteria
Below we summarize some of the challenges or unintended consequences that may arise from application
of the criteria in their current form. We hope these observations can inform future iterations of the
criteria.


Financial Commitments: This criterion awards more points to projects with higher matching funds.
This disadvantages communities with limited resources to provide a local match. All sponsors must
provide a minimum of 20 percent match, and CMAP made an effort to mitigate the challenge of raising
local match by low-income communities by enabling use of toll credits as up to 20 percent match for
the lowest income communities. However, this does not fully mitigate the issue as communities
receive only 1 out of 5 points if they provide a 20 percent match, and those that can provide higher
than a 20 percent match can receive up to the full 5 possible points for this category.



Jobs/Housing Benefit: this criterion does not make the distinction of increased access for jobs and
households from economically disconnected areas; instead, it considers the total number of jobs and
households. To increase consideration of access to those who need improvements the most, this
measure could also consider the socioeconomic status of communities to which access is provided.



Freight Movement: The intention of this criterion is to account for the need for the transportation
system to address freight demand and therefore considers truck counts in awarding points. However,
this criterion does not appear to consider the population impacted by the increase in heavy vehicles
(keeping in mind the Environmental Justice Executive Order 12898 aimed at avoiding
disproportionately high and adverse effects on minority and low-income populations). Measures
could be considered that would reduce or subtract points for projects that negatively impact sensitive
populations, as some other MPOs have done. Additionally, lower resource communities that do not
have the capacity to provide a count of heavy vehicles to submit as part of their application may not
get any points if state data is not collected routinely for that facility, which CMAP can access.



Inclusive Growth Category: While inclusive growth is a major focus of ON TO 2050, the maximum
value of this criterion represents only 10% of the total score. Projects with 0 points in this field can
still be top scoring projects if they did well in the other categories or receive a lot of bonus points.
This category considers only the percentage of people of color below the poverty line. CMAP may
wish to consider other disadvantaged groups that are considered in some other regions for similar
efforts such as people with disabilities, people over age 65, zero vehicle households, single parent
families, and people with low English proficiency (although there might be some overlap of groups).



Complete Streets: Half of the potential points for this category (5 of 10 points) may be awarded for a
project in a community having a complete streets policy in place, even if the project itself does not
include any complete streets elements. This approach will not actively advance implementation of
on-the-ground improvements for safe biking and walking through projects funded with STP-L. In a
review of more than 20 of the largest MPOs in the country, none awarded any complete streets points
only based on the community having a policy in place – all considered actual complete streets

elements of the project. We suggest that all these points be linked to actual complete streets project
elements.


Bonus points: The Council Support points that can be awarded by any Council of Governments for
any project can make a significant difference in the current ranking. As shown by the way projects
ranked in this first round of project evaluation, the top scoring projects are not those with more points
for the CMAP-defined evaluation categories (Project Readiness, Transportation Impacts and Planning
Factors) but the ones with more bonus points. If bonus points were not considered, the ranking would
be different: except for the lowest scoring proposals, projects with the highest scores for inclusive
growth would rank higher (transit stations and bus speed improvement projects). Most of these
projects have zero bonus points for Council Support. If bonus points (Council Support) are retained,
the process could ensure that sponsors submit justification of the reasons for awarding the points due
to benefits not contained in the other categories, given this was the intended purpose of this category.

Key Factors not Fully Addressed with Current Criteria


Safety – every dollar we invest has the potential to benefit or degrade the safety of people using our
transportation system. In this process, safety is considered only as a one potential project category,
and not as a factor on which all projects should be evaluated. We encourage CMAP to consult the
MPO Guidebook for Using Safety as a Project Prioritization Factor, which highlights how the safety
impact of every project type and all projects should be considered in terms of their contribution to an
overall safe transportation system. For example, any project that reduces vehicle miles traveled and
shifts users to the safest modes should receive safety points. That is, any project that shifts
transportation system users to transit or separated bicycle or pedestrian infrastructure should get full
safety points. The current structure does not give the safest modes any credit for their role in moving
people safely through the region.



Environmental impacts of a project do not seem to be fully considered in this evaluation besides
green infrastructure, which is water-specific. A category could be added that would consider whether
improvements would result in decreased emissions. The consideration of the environmental impacts
of transportation investments should not be limited to only the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality
(CMAQ) program but is an important facet of consideration funding for every transportation project,
given that 29 percent of greenhouse gas emissions come from the transportation sector and that
share has been rising.



Holistic consideration of transportation factors - For certain project types, only some of the planning
factors are considered. The only planning factors considered for all project types is inclusive growth
and complete streets (although for many this relates to the existence of a complete streets policy in
the community and not that complete streets elements are included in the specific project seeking
funding). To ensure transportation projects are being considered holistically, it is worth considering if
more criteria should be considered for certain project types. For example, a safety project cannot be
awarded green infrastructure points; however, it is very possible that traffic calming projects with a
safety benefits would include green infrastructure and there is currently no way to capture this
benefit.

Additional Recommendations


In addition to awarding points to projects that directly serve disadvantaged populations, the process
could be modified to provide points directly based on the overall economic condition of the sponsor.
This could be based on CMAP’s definition of community cohorts, so that communities rated as level 4
would get the most points.



While the current structure awards points for serving/benefiting disadvantaged populations, the
process could be structured to also penalize projects (subtracts points) that create a burden for
disadvantaged populations in the spirit of environmental justice considerations, as has been done by
some other MPOs.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Audrey Wennink
Director of Transportation
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To Staﬀ and Commi ee members,
This is just a quick note to thank you for your work in crea ng the STP shared fund program. As a leader of a community with a highly
ranked project , I write to aﬃrm that the process worked well to reveal projects that are of regional transporta on signiﬁcance,
enjoy broad based regional support, and will posi vely aﬀect transporta on outcomes for thousands of (mul modal) users. Those of us
who par cipated in the process feel that it is important to follow the established parameters through this ﬁrst round and, as discussed
throughout
the process, adjust, if necessary, in the next project call for this fund.
Thank you for your eﬀorts,
Karen Darch
Village President, Barrington
200 S. Hough St.
Barrington, IL 60010
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organiza on. Do not click links or open a achments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

Village of Northfield -- STP Shared Fund Public Comment
Joshua Klingenstein <JKlingenstein@nwmc-cog.org>
Tue 8/6/2019 4:56 PM
To: Transportation

<transportation@cmap.illinois.gov>;

Cc:Kendra

Johnson <kjohnson@nwmc-cog.org>; Mark Fowler <MFowler@nwmc-cog.org>; Sigman, Stacy <ssigman@northfieldil.org>; Cebulski, Jarrod
<jcebulski@patrickco.com>; McDonald, Holly <hmcdonald@northfieldil.org>;

 1 attachments (639 KB)
Ltrto NWMCre CMAP STP-Shared Fund.pdf;

Hello,
As part of the public comment process for the STP Shared Fund recommended program, I am submi. ng the a ached le er on behalf of the Village
of Northﬁeld. Please contact me or Village Manger Stacy Sigman at (847) 446-9200 should you have any ques�ons.
Thank you,
Josh Klingenstein
Joshua Klingenstein
Program Associate for Transportation
Northwest Municipal Conference
1600 E. Golf Road
Suite 0700
Des Plaines, IL 60016
Ph: 847-296-9200 ext. 128
Fax: 847-296-9207
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organiza�on. Do not click links or open a achments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

Comments in Support of Burnham Avenue Grade
Separation project

Burnham's Grade Separation
Robert Polk <RPolk@villageofburnham.com>
Fri 8/2/2019 12:21 PM
To: Transportation
Categories:

<transportation@cmap.illinois.gov>;

STP-SF

To whom it may concern:
As a resident of Burnham for 23 years, I am grateful that this opportunity has arisen to eliminate a safety hazard not just for Burnham residents, but
the
traveling public. At mes, pedestrians have been climbing across the trains. A few years ago, I had some free me and I just waited to see how long
the train would block Burnham Ave and it was (65) minutes over an hour.
The Burnham Grade Separa on is much needed project and is proposed on the Surface Transporta on Program and we will welcomed it very
much.
Robert Polk,
Mayor

AVG logo

This email has been checked for viruses by AVG an virus so ware.
www.avg.com

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organiza on. Do not click links or open a achments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

Comments in support of CTA Green Line Austin
Station Accessibility Improvements project

Kama Dobbs
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pam Berman <pamelacberman@gmail.com>
Tuesday, August 13, 2019 12:05 AM
Transportation
Austin Station CMAP Funding

Importance:

High

Categories:

STP-SF

August 13, 2019
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
ATTN: Transportation Program Public Comment
233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60606
I am writing to support the Chicago Transit Authority’s (CTA) Surface Transportation Program Shared Fund application for
the Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project. The ADA Advisory Committee provides CTA with recommendations
on compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, facilitates dialogue between the CTA and the disability community,
and supports increased use of the CTA’s services by people with disabilities. CTA’s project advances the ADA Advisory
Committee’s goal to increase transit use by people with disabilities by bringing expanded travel options for people with
mobility impairments and supporting regional goals for accessibility, travel safety, and inclusive growth.

The Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project is critical to the City of Chicago and the Village of Oak Park. Serving
the border of these municipalities, Austin station has not received substantial upgrades since it was last rebuilt in 1962
and is currently not accessible to people with disabilities. In 2018, CTA’s roadmap for achieving system- wide accessibility
over the next 20 years, the All Stations Accessibility Program (ASAP) Strategic Plan, identified Austin Station as a priority
station for accessibility improvements.
Investments at Austin station will provide not only a more equitable travel option but will also transform the surrounding
environment. The station will be modernized and accessible, with a new elevator and platform renovations that improve
clearances and remove obstructions for users with mobility impairments. Beyond the station, new crosswalks, signage,
new security cameras, and LED lighting will improve the area’s overall sense of safety and comfort. Wider sidewalks will
provide an enhanced environment for pedestrians. Where today there is only a set of stairs, a new ramp will be built that
extends from the sidewalk to the station’s interior that provides equal access to all.
CTA’s Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project expands travel options for people with disabilities and it is
needed to advance CTA’s ongoing efforts towards a rail system that is 100% accessible in 20 years.
Sincerely,
Pamela Berman
ADA Advisory Committee
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Kama Dobbs
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Larry Biondi <lbiondi@progresscil.org>
Thursday, August 15, 2019 4:54 PM
Transportation
FW: Chicago Action Alert: Letters of Support Needed For Accessible Austin CTA Green Line Stop

Categories:

STP-SF

Access Living friends and allies,

We have shared info with you in the past on the Chicago Transit Authority's
(CTA) All Stations Accessibility Program (ASAP) plan. This is their plan to
make 100% of CTA rail stations vertically accessible in 20 years or less. We
are excited to announce an opportunity to support a grant for one of the first
stations on the slate, the Austin Green Line stop. This project is a finalist for
federal Surface Transportation Program (STP) Shared Funds administered
by the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP). CMAP is
accepting public comment and letters of support for the finalists.

Comments and letters of support for STP Shared Funding for the Austin
Station Accessibility Improvements Project must be made by 4:00pm on
Friday, August 16th. For your convenience, below is a sample letter which
you can edit as needed. Scroll down to see the template.

Send your comment directly to the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for
Planning (CMAP) via email: transportation@cmap.illinois.gov

Thanks for sending this important message in support of a more accessible
CTA rail system. If you have questions, contact Adam Ballard at
aballard@accessliving.org. Please share this request to Chicagoans,
especially on the West Side!
1

--

[DATE]

Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
ATTN: Transportation Program Public Comment
233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60606

I am writing to support the Chicago Transit Authority's (CTA) Surface
Transportation Program (STP) Shared Fund application for the Austin
Station (Green Line) Accessibility Improvements Project. This project
advances the disability community goal to increase transit use by people
with disabilities by bringing expanded travel options for people with mobility
impairments and supporting regional goals for accessibility, travel safety,
and inclusive growth.

The Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project is critical to the City
of Chicago and the Village of Oak Park. Serving the border of these
municipalities, the Austin Green Line station has not received substantial
upgrades since it was last rebuilt in 1962 and is currently not accessible to
people with disabilities. In 2018, CTA's roadmap for achieving system-wide
accessibility over the next 20 years, the All Stations Accessibility Program
(ASAP) Strategic Plan, identified Austin Station as a priority station for
accessibility improvements.

Investments at Austin station will provide not only a more equitable travel
option but will also transform the surrounding environment. The station will
be modernized and accessible, with a new elevator and platform
renovations that improve clearances and remove obstructions for users with
mobility impairments. Beyond the station, new crosswalks, signage, new
security cameras, and LED lighting will improve the area's overall sense of
safety and comfort. Wider sidewalks will provide an enhanced environment
for pedestrians. Where today there is only a set of stairs, a new ramp will be
built that extends from the sidewalk to the station's interior that provides
equal access to all.
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CTA's Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project expands travel
options for people with disabilities and it is needed to advance the ASAP
plan, CTA's ongoing efforts towards a rail system that is 100% accessible in
20 years. Using STP funding allows CTA to better leverage other sources of
funding, such as other federal transportation grants and funds forthcoming
from the State of Illinois' recent capital investment plan, to stay on track to
complete the ASAP plan in 20 years or less. This will expand transportation
options for people with disabilities in a significant way, increasing access to
jobs and other opportunities.

Please include the Austin Green Line project in the final list of funded
projects.

Sincerely,

[YOUR NAME]

Unsubscribe

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Kama Dobbs
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Tabitha Boshears <tabitha@drcjoliet.org>
Thursday, August 15, 2019 11:22 AM
Transportation
STP Shared Funding Letter of support
Austin Green Line Letter of Support.docx

Hello,
I have attached my STP Shared Funding Letter of support for the Austin Station Accessibility
Improvements Project.
Thank you for the opportunity to share my thoughts.
Tabitha
Tabitha Boshears, Independent Living Advocate
Disability Resource Center
77 N. 129th Infantry Drive
Joliet, IL 60435
815-729-0162 Voice
www.drcjoliet.org
This message (including any attachments) may contain confidential, proprietary, privileged and/or private information. The information is intended to be for
the use of the individual or entity designated above. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, please notify the sender immediately, and delete the
message and any attachments. Any disclosure, reproduction, distribution or other use of this message or any attachments by an individual or entity other than
the intended recipient is prohibited.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.
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8/16/2019
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
ATTN: Transportation Program Public Comment
233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60606
I am writing to support the Chicago Transit Authority's (CTA) Surface Transportation
Program (STP) Shared Fund application for the Austin Station (Green Line)
Accessibility Improvements Project. This project advances the disability community goal
to increase transit use by people with disabilities by bringing expanded travel options for
people with mobility impairments and supporting regional goals for accessibility, travel
safety, and inclusive growth.
The Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project is critical to the City of Chicago
and the Village of Oak Park. Serving the border of these municipalities, the Austin
Green Line station has not received substantial upgrades since it was last rebuilt in
1962 and is currently not accessible to people with disabilities. In 2018, CTA's roadmap
for achieving system-wide accessibility over the next 20 years, the All Stations
Accessibility Program (ASAP) Strategic Plan, identified Austin Station as a priority
station for accessibility improvements.
Investments at Austin station will provide not only a more equitable travel option but will
also transform the surrounding environment. The station will be modernized and
accessible, with a new elevator and platform renovations that improve clearances and
remove obstructions for users with mobility impairments. Beyond the station, new
crosswalks, signage, new security cameras, and LED lighting will improve the area's
overall sense of safety and comfort. Wider sidewalks will provide an enhanced
environment for pedestrians. Where today there is only a set of stairs, a new ramp will
be built that extends from the sidewalk to the station's interior that provides equal
access to all.
CTA's Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project expands travel options for
people with disabilities and it is needed to advance the ASAP plan, CTA's ongoing
efforts towards a rail system that is 100% accessible in 20 years. Using STP funding
allows CTA to better leverage other sources of funding, such as other federal
transportation grants and funds forthcoming from the State of Illinois' recent capital
investment plan, to stay on track to complete the ASAP plan in 20 years or less. This
will expand transportation options for people with disabilities in a significant way,
increasing access to jobs and other opportunities.
Please include the Austin Green Line project in the final list of funded projects.
Sincerely,
Tabitha Boshears, Independent Living Advocate

Kama Dobbs
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

carson C <oliver71708@gmail.com>
Thursday, August 15, 2019 8:50 AM
Transportation
Green Line Surface Transportation System

Categories:

STP-SF

Hello, I am writing to support the Chicago Transit
Authority's (CTA) Surface Transportation Program
(STP) Shared Fund application for the Austin Station
(Green Line) Accessibility Improvements Project. This
project advances the disability community goal to
increase transit use by people with disabilities by
bringing expanded travel options for people with
mobility impairments and supporting regional goals for
accessibility, travel safety, and inclusive growth.
The Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project
is critical to the City of Chicago and the Village of Oak
Park. Serving the border of these municipalities, the
Austin Green Line station has not received substantial
upgrades since it was last rebuilt in 1962 and is
currently not accessible to people with disabilities. In
2018, CTA's roadmap for achieving system-wide
accessibility over the next 20 years, the All Stations
Accessibility Program (ASAP) Strategic Plan,
identified Austin Station as a priority station for
accessibility improvements.
1

Investments at Austin station will provide not only a
more equitable travel option but will also transform the
surrounding environment. The station will be
modernized and accessible, with a new elevator and
platform renovations that improve clearances and
remove obstructions for users with mobility
impairments. Beyond the station, new crosswalks,
signage, new security cameras, and LED lighting will
improve the area's overall sense of safety and
comfort. Wider sidewalks will provide an enhanced
environment for pedestrians. Where today there is
only a set of stairs, a new ramp will be built that
extends from the sidewalk to the station's interior that
provides equal access to all.
CTA's Austin Station Accessibility Improvements
Project expands travel options for people with
disabilities and it is needed to advance the ASAP
plan, CTA's ongoing efforts towards a rail system that
is 100% accessible in 20 years. Using STP funding
allows CTA to better leverage other sources of
funding, such as other federal transportation grants
and funds forthcoming from the State of Illinois' recent
capital investment plan, to stay on track to complete
the ASAP plan in 20 years or less. This will expand
2

transportation options for people with disabilities in a
significant way, increasing access to jobs and other
opportunities.
Please include the Austin Green Line project in the
final list of funded projects.
Sincerely,
Nancy Curran

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Kama Dobbs
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Angela Davis <angeladavis77@gmail.com>
Tuesday, August 13, 2019 2:38 PM
Transportation
Funding CTA's Austin Station Accessible Improvements Project

Categories:

STP-SF

Dear Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning,
I am writing to support the Chicago Transit Authority’s (CTA) Surface Transportation Program Shared Fund
application for the Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project. The ADA Advisory Committee provides
CTA with recommendations on compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, facilitates dialogue
between the CTA and the disability community, and supports increased use of the CTA’s services by people
with disabilities. CTA’s project advances the ADA Advisory Committee’s goal to increase transit use by people
with disabilities by bringing expanded travel options for people with mobility impairments and supporting
regional goals for accessibility, travel safety, and inclusive growth.
The Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project is critical to the City of Chicago and the Village of Oak
Park. Serving the border of these municipalities, Austin station has not received substantial upgrades since it
was last rebuilt in 1962 and is currently not accessible to people with disabilities. In 2018, CTA’s roadmap for
achieving system-wide accessibility over the next 20 years, the All Stations Accessibility Program (ASAP)
Strategic Plan, identified Austin Station as a priority station for accessibility improvements.
Investments at Austin station will provide not only a more equitable travel option but will also transform the
surrounding environment. The station will be modernized and accessible, with a new elevator and platform
renovations that improve clearances and remove obstructions for users with mobility impairments. Beyond
the station, new crosswalks, signage, new security cameras, and LED lighting will improve the area’s overall
sense of safety and comfort. Wider sidewalks will provide an enhanced environment for pedestrians. Where
today there is only a set of stairs, a new ramp will be built that extends from the sidewalk to the station’s
interior that provides equal access to all.
CTA’s Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Pr oject expands travel options for people with disabilities and
it is needed to advance CTA’s ongoing efforts towards a rail system that is 100% accessible in 20 years.
Sincerely,
Angela Davis, Chairperson
ADA Advisory Committee
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
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Kama Dobbs
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Julia Gerasimenko <gerasimenko.julia@gmail.com>
Thursday, August 15, 2019 10:12 AM
Transportation; aballard@accessliving.org
Support for Austin Green Line Accessibility STP project

Categories:

STP-SF

8/15/2019
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
ATTN: Transportation Program Public Comment
233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60606

I am writing to support the Chicago Transit Authority's (CTA) Surface Transportation Program (STP)
Shared Fund application for the Austin Station (Green Line) Accessibility Improvements Project. This
project advances the disability community goal to increase transit use by people with disabilities by
bringing expanded travel options for people with mobility impairments and supporting regional goals
for accessibility, travel safety, and inclusive growth.

The Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Proje ct is critical to the City of Chicago and the Village
of Oak Park. Serving the border of these municipalities, the Austin Green Line station has not
received substantial upgrades since it was last rebuilt in 1962 and is currently not accessible to
people with disabilities. In 2018, CTA's roadmap for achieving system- wide accessibility over the next
20 years, the All Stations Accessibility Program (ASAP) Strategic Plan, identified Austin Station as a
priority station for accessibility improvements.

Investments at Austin station will provide not only a more equitable travel option but will also
transform the surrounding environment. The station will be modernized and accessible, with a new
elevator and platform renovations that improve clearances and remove obstructions for users with
mobility impairments. Beyond the station, new crosswalks, signage, new security cameras, and LED
lighting will improve the area's overall sense of safety and comfort. Wider sidewalks will provide an
enhanced environment for pedestrians. Where today there is only a set of stairs, a new ramp will be
built that extends from the sidewalk to the station's interior that provides equal access to all.

CTA's Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project expands travel options for people with
disabilities and it is needed to advance the ASAP plan, CTA's ongoing efforts towards a rail system
that is 100% accessible in 20 years. Using STP funding allows CTA to better leverage other sources
of funding, such as other federal transportation grants and funds forthcoming from the State of Illinois'
1

recent capital investment plan, to stay on track to complete the ASAP plan in 20 years or less. This
will expand transportation options for people with disabilities in a significant way, increasin g access to
jobs and other opportunities.

Please include the Austin Green Line project in the final list of funded projects.

Sincerely,
Julia Gerasimenko
Chicago resident

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Kama Dobbs
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Matthew Gilboy <mg.moodindigo@gmail.com>
Thursday, August 15, 2019 9:16 AM
Transportation
STP Public Comment

Categories:

STP-SF

Hello,
I am writing to support the awarding of resources to TIP# CFP01-19-0018 606 Trail Extension to Elston +
Clybourn (Metra UP North/NW) Station Relocation, and CFP16-19-0033 CTA Green Line Austin Station
Accessibility Improvement .
I think it is incredibly important that we provide safe and thorough access for the people of the West side to get
across the city. The green line is an essential part of that. To that effect, if access doesn't include wheelchair
access, then it is not really access.
Investments at Austin station will provide not only a more equitable travel option but will also transform the
surrounding environment. The station will be modernized and accessible, with a new elevator and platform
renovations that improve clearances and remove obstructions for users with mobility impairments. Beyond the
station, new crosswalks, signage, new security cameras, and LED lighting will improve the area's overall sense
of safety and comfort. Wider sidewalks will provide an enhanced environment for pedestrians. Where today
there is only a set of stairs, a new ramp will be built that extends from the sidewalk to the station's interior that
provides equal access to all.
Additionally, to further offset health and climate issues, continuing to invest in the 606 by extending its reach
will provide opportunities for both access to work further east, and capacity for people enjoying the trail.
Please include the 606 Trail Extension and the Austin Green Line project in the final list of funded projects.
Thanks
Matthew Gilboy
60647
-CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Kama Dobbs
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Debbie Gleason <misshuganah@gmail.com>
Thursday, August 15, 2019 8:21 AM
Transportation
Austin Green Line stop

Categories:

STP-SF

Our older daughter, who is now 23, is severely disabled. Back in the late '90s when CTA was starting to put in
elevators at various stops, I thought more progress would have been made.
Back when I was taking her to various appointments, I used to have to carefully bump her up and down in her
stroller.
We lived in Lincoln Square right off the Brown Line at the time. I used to get off at Western where there was
an elevator and walk further to avoid steps.
As I get older and more unsure of myself (I got married late and I am now 61), going up and down stairs makes
me anxious.
Regardless of the fact that I rarely use the Green Line, this all will come in handy.
Right now I would like to see more of this on the Blue Line especially right at Daley Center and City Hall.
Debra S. Gleason
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Kama Dobbs
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rob Judd <rwjudd@gmail.com>
Thursday, August 15, 2019 9:51 AM
Transportation
STP Shared Funding for the Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project

Categories:

STP-SF

8/15/19

Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
ATTN: Transportation Program Public Comment
233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60606

I am writing to support the Chicago Transit Authority's (CTA) Surface Transportation Program (STP)
Shared Fund application for the Austin Station (Green Line) Accessibility Improvements Project. This
project advances the disability community goal to increase transit use by people with disabilities by
bringing expanded travel options for people with mobility impairments and supporting regional goals
for accessibility, travel safety, and inclusive growth.

The Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Proje ct is critical to the City of Chicago and the Village
of Oak Park. Serving the border of these municipalities, the Austin Green Line station has not
received substantial upgrades since it was last rebuilt in 1962 and is currently not accessible to
people with disabilities. In 2018, CTA's roadmap for achieving system- wide accessibility over the next
20 years, the All Stations Accessibility Program (ASAP) Strategic Plan, identified Austin Station as a
priority station for accessibility improvements.

Investments at Austin station will provide not only a more equitable travel option but will also
transform the surrounding environment. The station will be modernized and accessible, with a new
elevator and platform renovations that improve clearances and remove obstructions for users with
mobility impairments. Beyond the station, new crosswalks, signage, new security cameras, and LED
lighting will improve the area's overall sense of safety and comfort. Wider sidewalks will provide an
enhanced environment for pedestrians. Where today there is only a set of stairs, a new ramp will be
built that extends from the sidewalk to the station's interior that provides equal access to all.

CTA's Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project expands travel options for people with
disabilities and it is needed to advance the ASAP plan, CTA's ongoing efforts towards a rail system
1

that is 100% accessible in 20 years. Using STP funding allows CTA to better leverage other sources
of funding, such as other federal transportation grants and funds forthcoming from the State of Illinois'
recent capital investment plan, to stay on track to complete the ASAP plan in 20 years or less. This
will expand transportation options for people with disabilities in a significant way, increasin g access to
jobs and other opportunities.

Please include the Austin Green Line project in the final list of funded projects.

Sincerely,

Rob Judd
-Robert W. Judd
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Kama Dobbs
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Barry Taylor <BarryT@equipforequality.org>
Thursday, August 15, 2019 3:01 PM
Transportation
Equip for Equality's Comments in Support of the Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project
Letter from Equip for Equality in Support of Austin Accessibility Project 8-15-19.pdf

Attached please find Equip for Equality’s comments in support of the Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project.
Please let me know if you have any questions or need any additional information.
Sincerely,
Barry C. Taylor
VP for Civil Rights and Systemic Litigation
Equip for Equality
312-895-7317
barryt@equipforequality.org
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.
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August 15, 2019
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
ATTN: Transportation Program Public Comment
233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60606
Dear Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning,
Equip for Equality (EFE) writes in support of the Chicago Transit Authority’s (CTA) Surface
Transportation Program Shared Fund application for the Austin Station Accessibility
Improvements Project (the Austin Station Project). By way of background, EFE is a non-profit
organization whose mission is to advance the civil rights of people with disabilities. Since 1985,
EFE has been the Governor-designated, federally-mandated Protection and Advocacy System for
people with disabilities in Illinois. EFE provides free legal advocacy services for people with
disabilities on a wide-range of issues, including accessible public transportation.
The Austin Station Project will be a critical step to increase accessible public transportation for
people with disabilities. People with disabilities depend extensively upon public transportation
for two reasons: 1) Many people with disabilities are unable to drive because of their disabilities;
and 2) Many people with disabilities are poor and do not have access to private transportation.
Without access to public transportation, people with disabilities are denied access to all aspects
of life, including employment, health care, social interaction and recreation activities.
For over 30 years, people with disabilities have advocated strongly for access to the CTA.
Before the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) passed in 1990, people with disabilities in
Chicago successfully sued to address a lack of lifts on CTA buses. In the late 1990’s, Equip for
Equality, Access Living and private attorneys brought a lawsuit to address many barriers people
with disabilities faced on those parts of the CTA’s buses and trains that were designated
accessible, but were in practice not accessible – such as broken bus lifts, out of service elevators
and the failure of CTA drivers to call out the stops as mandated by the ADA. That lawsuit
significantly improved access, but there were still many train stations that remained inaccessible,
including the Austin Station, because they had been “grandfathered” in by the ADA. The Austin
Station has not received substantial upgrades since it was last rebuilt in 1962 and remains
inaccessible to people with disabilities.

The Austin Station Project is critical to the City of Chicago and the Village of Oak Park, as well
as to the broader efforts to increase the accessibility of the CTA overall. In conjunction with the
25th anniversary of the ADA, the CTA made a pledge to make all of its train stations accessible
within the next 20 years through its All Stations Accessibility Program (ASAP) www.transitchicago.com/accessibility/asap/ The accessibility outlined in the Austin Station
Project is a crucial step to achieving this important commitment.
Making the Austin Station accessible will not only help people with disabilities, but benefit
others as well, including people with strollers, young children, bicycles and luggage.
Accessibility benefits us all. CTA is to be commended for making sure that ALL Chicago
citizens, including riders with disabilities, are able to access, and Equip for Equality
wholeheartedly supports this critical project.
Investments at Austin station will provide not only a more equitable travel option but will also
transform the surrounding environment. The station will be modernized and accessible, with a
new elevator and platform renovations that improve clearances and remove obstructions for users
with mobility impairments. Beyond the station, new crosswalks, signage, new security cameras,
and LED lighting will improve the area’s overall sense of safety and comfort. Wider sidewalks
will provide an enhanced environment for pedestrians. Where today there is only a set of stairs, a
new ramp will be built that extends from the sidewalk to the station’s interior that provides equal
access to all.
We strongly urge CMAP to approve critical funding for the Austin Station Accessibility
Improvements Project on CTA’s Green Line.
Sincerely,
Barry C. Taylor
VP for Civil Rights and Systemic Litigation
Equip for Equality

Kama Dobbs
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Missy Martin <missy@drcjoliet.org>
Friday, August 16, 2019 10:22 AM
Transportation
Letter of Support
Austin Green Line Letter of Support.docx

My letter of support is attached.
-Thank you,
Missy
Missy Martin, Executive Director
Disability Resource Center
A Center for Independent Living

77 N. 129th Infantry Drive
Joliet, IL 60435
815-729-0162
www.drcjoliet.org

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.
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8/16/2019
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
ATTN: Transportation Program Public Comment
233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60606
I am writing to support the Chicago Transit Authority's (CTA) Surface Transportation
Program (STP) Shared Fund application for the Austin Station (Green Line)
Accessibility Improvements Project. This project advances the disability community goal
to increase transit use by people with disabilities by bringing expanded travel options for
people with mobility impairments and supporting regional goals for accessibility, travel
safety, and inclusive growth.
The Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project is critical to the City of Chicago
and the Village of Oak Park. Serving the border of these municipalities, the Austin
Green Line station has not received substantial upgrades since it was last rebuilt in
1962 and is currently not accessible to people with disabilities. In 2018, CTA's roadmap
for achieving system-wide accessibility over the next 20 years, the All Stations
Accessibility Program (ASAP) Strategic Plan, identified Austin Station as a priority
station for accessibility improvements.
Investments at Austin station will provide not only a more equitable travel option but will
also transform the surrounding environment. The station will be modernized and
accessible, with a new elevator and platform renovations that improve clearances and
remove obstructions for users with mobility impairments. Beyond the station, new
crosswalks, signage, new security cameras, and LED lighting will improve the area's
overall sense of safety and comfort. Wider sidewalks will provide an enhanced
environment for pedestrians. Where today there is only a set of stairs, a new ramp will
be built that extends from the sidewalk to the station's interior that provides equal
access to all.
CTA's Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project expands travel options for
people with disabilities and it is needed to advance the ASAP plan, CTA's ongoing
efforts towards a rail system that is 100% accessible in 20 years. Using STP funding
allows CTA to better leverage other sources of funding, such as other federal
transportation grants and funds forthcoming from the State of Illinois' recent capital
investment plan, to stay on track to complete the ASAP plan in 20 years or less. This
will expand transportation options for people with disabilities in a significant way,
increasing access to jobs and other opportunities.
Please include the Austin Green Line project in the final list of funded projects.
Sincerely,
Missy Martin, Executive Director

Kama Dobbs
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Clare McDermott <clare.mcdermott@gmail.com>
Thursday, August 22, 2019 9:33 AM
Transportation
Austin Green Line accessibly improvements

Oak Park Resident Here!! Writing in support of the proposed Austin Green Line station improvements! They
are needed! Thanks
Clare McDermott
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Kama Dobbs
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Julee Opel <julee@drcjoliet.org>
Friday, August 16, 2019 11:59 AM
Transportation
STP Shared Funding for the Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project

Categories:

STP-SF

8/16/2019
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
ATTN: Transportation Program Public Comment
233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60606
I am writing to support the Chicago Transit Authority's (CTA) Surface Transportation Program (STP)
Shared Fund application for the Austin Station (Green Line) Accessibility Improvements Project. This
project advances the disability community goal to increase transit use by people with disabilities by
bringing expanded travel options for people with mobility impairments and supporting regional goals
for accessibility, travel safety, and inclusive growth.
The Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Proje ct is critical to the City of Chicago and the Village
of Oak Park. Serving the border of these municipalities, the Austin Green Line station has not
received substantial upgrades since it was last rebuilt in 1962 and is currently not accessible to
people with disabilities. In 2018, CTA's roadmap for achieving system- wide accessibility over the next
20 years, the All Stations Accessibility Program (ASAP) Strategic Plan, identified Austin Station as a
priority station for accessibility improvements.
Investments at Austin station will provide not only a more equitable travel option but will also
transform the surrounding environment. The station will be modernized and accessible, with a new
elevator and platform renovations that improve clearances and remove obstructions for users with
mobility impairments. Beyond the station, new crosswalks, signage, new security cameras, and LED
lighting will improve the area's overall sense of safety and comfort. Wider sidewalks will provide an
enhanced environment for pedestrians. Where today there is only a set of stairs, a new ramp will be
built that extends from the sidewalk to the station's interior that provides equal access to all.
CTA's Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project expands travel options for people with
disabilities and it is needed to advance the ASAP plan, CTA's ongoing efforts towards a rail system
that is 100% accessible in 20 years. Using STP funding allows CTA to better leverage other sources
of funding, such as other federal transportation grants and funds forthcoming from the State of Illinois'
recent capital investment plan, to stay on track to complete the ASAP plan in 20 years or less. This
will expand transportation options for people with disabilities in a significant way, increasin g access to
jobs and other opportunities.
Please include the Austin Green Line project in the final list of funded projects.
Sincerely,
Julee Opel, Independent Living Advocate
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

1

Kama Dobbs
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jerome Palliser <jeromepalliser@gmail.com>
Thursday, August 15, 2019 8:10 AM
Transportation
ATTN: Transportation Program Public Comment

Categories:

STP-SF

August 15, 2019

Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
ATTN: Transportation Program Public Comment
233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60606

I am writing to support the Chicago Transit Authority's (CTA) Surface Transportation Program (STP)
Shared Fund application for the Austin Station (Green Line) Accessibility Improvements Project. This
project advances the disability community goal to increase transit use by people with disabilities by
bringing expanded travel options for people with mobility impairments and supporting regional goals
for accessibility, travel safety, and inclusive growth.

The Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Proje ct is critical to the City of Chicago and the Village
of Oak Park. Serving the border of these municipalities, the Austin Green Line station has not
received substantial upgrades since it was last rebuilt in 1962 and is currently not accessible to
people with disabilities. In 2018, CTA's roadmap for achieving system- wide accessibility over the next
20 years, the All Stations Accessibility Program (ASAP) Strategic Plan, identified Austin Station as a
priority station for accessibility improvements.

Investments at Austin station will provide not only a more equitable travel option but will also
transform the surrounding environment. The station will be modernized and accessible, with a new
elevator and platform renovations that improve clearances and remove obstructions for users with
mobility impairments. Beyond the station, new crosswalks, signage, new security cameras, and LED
lighting will improve the area's overall sense of safety and comfort. Wider sidewalks will provide an
enhanced environment for pedestrians. Where today there is only a set of stairs, a new ramp will be
built that extends from the sidewalk to the station's interior that provides equal access to all.

CTA's Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project expands travel options for people with
disabilities and it is needed to advance the ASAP plan, CTA's ongoing efforts towards a rail system
1

that is 100% accessible in 20 years. Using STP funding allows CTA to better leverage other sources
of funding, such as other federal transportation grants and funds forthcoming from the State of Illinois'
recent capital investment plan, to stay on track to complete the ASAP plan in 20 years or less. This
will expand transportation options for people with disabilities in a significant way, increasin g access to
jobs and other opportunities.

Please include the Austin Green Line project in the final list of funded projects.

Sincerely,
Jerome Palliser
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Kama Dobbs
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Greg Polman <Greg.Polman@chicagolighthouse.org>
Wednesday, August 14, 2019 9:05 AM
Transportation
CTA Austin Green Line Accessibility Project

Categories:

STP-SF

To whom it may concern:
I am the Chair of the RTA/Transit Access Citizens Advisory Board.

AS Chair
I am writing to support the Chicago Transit Authority’s (CTA) Surface Transportation Program Shared
Fund application for the Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project. This project advances
CTA’s goal to increase transit use by people with disabilities by bringing expanded travel options for
people with mobility impairments and supporting regional goals for accessibility, travel safety, and
inclusive growth.
I and the members of the committee are strong supporters of this project and the goal of making The
City of Chicago the most accessible and inclusive city in the country.
This project will bring the City one step closer to this goal, along with making the station a safer and
more inclusive rail station for the surrounding community.
I thank you for the support to move this project forward for the citizens who use the Austin Green Line
Station.
.

Greg Polman
Senior Vice President/Public Policy | Independent Living
Phone: 312.997.3673
www.chicagolighthouse.org

The contents of this message are legally privileged and/or confidential. The information is intended only for use
of the intended recipient. If this message is received in error, please destroy it without reading and notify the
sender immediately. This message should not be forwarded or distributed without the permission of the author.
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Kama Dobbs
From:
Sent:
To:

Lyndsay Sullivan <sulli228614@gmail.com>
Thursday, August 15, 2019 8:48 AM
Transportation

Categories:

STP-SF

[DATE]

Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
ATTN: Transportation Program Public Comment
233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60606

I am writing to support the Chicago Transit Authority's (CTA) Surface Transportation Program (STP)
Shared Fund application for the Austin Station (Green Line) Accessibility Improvements Project. This
project advances the disability community goal to increase transit use by people with disabilities by
bringing expanded travel options for people with mobility impairments and supporting regional goals
for accessibility, travel safety, and inclusive growth.

The Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Proje ct is critical to the City of Chicago and the Village
of Oak Park. Serving the border of these municipalities, the Austin Green Line station has not
received substantial upgrades since it was last rebuilt in 1962 and is currently not accessible to
people with disabilities. In 2018, CTA's roadmap for achieving system- wide accessibility over the next
20 years, the All Stations Accessibility Program (ASAP) Strategic Plan, identified Austin Station as a
priority station for accessibility improvements.
When I lived near Cicero and wanted to come into the city I had to choose between taking a hour or
so bus ride to the city or taking a 15 minute trip trip in the opposite direction to get to the pink line so I
could get on the train which laughably got me to my destinations quicker.
Investments at Austin station will provide not only a more equitable travel option but will also
transform the surrounding environment. The station will be modernized and accessible, with a new
elevator and platform renovations that improve clearances and remove obstructions for users with
mobility impairments. Beyond the station, new crosswalks, signage, new security cameras, and LED
lighting will improve the area's overall sense of safety and comfort. Wider sidewalks will provide an
enhanced environment for pedestrians. Where today there is only a set of stairs, a new ramp will be
built that extends from the sidewalk to the station's interior that provides equal access to all.
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CTA's Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project expands travel options for people with
disabilities and it is needed to advance the ASAP plan, CTA's ongoing efforts towards a rail system
that is 100% accessible in 20 years. Using STP funding allows CTA to better leverage other sources
of funding, such as other federal transportation grants and funds forthcoming from the State of Illinois'
recent capital investment plan, to stay on track to complete the ASAP plan in 20 years or less. This
will expand transportation options for people with disabilities in a significant way, increasing access to
jobs and other opportunities.

Please include the Austin Green Line project in the final list of funded projects.

Sincerely,

Lyndsay Sullivan

Lyndsay Sullivan
"Be kinder than necessary for everyone you meet is fighting some type of battle"
-Socrates
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Kama Dobbs
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Grace Tsao <tingtsao@gmail.com>
Thursday, August 15, 2019 8:37 AM
Transportation
STP Shared Funding for the Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project

Categories:

STP-SF

August 15, 2019
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
ATTN: Transportation Program Public Comment
233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60606
I am writing to support the Chicago Transit Authority's (CTA) Surface Transportation Program (STP) Shared
Fund application for the Austin Station (Green Line) Accessibility Improvements Project. This project advances
the disability community goal to increase transit use by people with disabilities by bringing expanded travel
options for people with mobility impairments and supporting regional goals for accessibility, travel safety, and
inclusive growth.
The Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project is critical to the City of Chicago and the Village of Oak
Park. Serving the border of these municipalities, the Austin Green Line station has not received substantial
upgrades since it was last rebuilt in 1962 and is currently not accessible to people with disabilities. In 2018,
CTA's roadmap for achieving system-wide accessibility over the next 20 years, the All Stations Accessibility
Program (ASAP) Strategic Plan, identified Austin Station as a priority station for accessibility improvements.
Investments at Austin station will provide not only a more equitable travel option but will also transform the
surrounding environment. The station will be modernized and accessible, with a new elevator and platform
renovations that improve clearances and remove obstructions for users with mobility impairments. Beyond the
station, new crosswalks, signage, new security cameras, and LED lighting will improve the area's overall sense
of safety and comfort. Wider sidewalks will provide an enhanced environment for pedestrians. Where today
there is only a set of stairs, a new ramp will be built that extends from the sidewalk to the station's interior that
provides equal access to all.
CTA's Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project expands travel options for people with disabilities
and it is needed to advance the ASAP plan, CTA's ongoing efforts towards a rail system that is 100% accessible
in 20 years. Using STP funding allows CTA to better leverage other sources of funding, such as other federal
transportation grants and funds forthcoming from the State of Illinois' recent capital investment plan, to stay on
track to complete the ASAP plan in 20 years or less. This will expand transportation options for people with
disabilities in a significant way, increasing access to jobs and other opportunities.
Please include the Austin Green Line project in the final list of funded projects.
Sincerely,
Grace Tsao
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Kama Dobbs
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ellis Wills-Begley <EWillsBegley@myefski.com>
Thursday, August 15, 2019 10:32 AM
Transportation
ATTN: Transportation Program Public Comment

Categories:

STP-SF

Hello,
I am writing to support the Chicago Transit Authority's (CTA) Surface Transportation Program (STP)
Shared Fund application for the Austin Station (Green Line) Accessibility Improvements Project. This
project advances the disability community goal to increase transit use by people with disabilities by
bringing expanded travel options for people with mobility impairments and supporting regional goals
for accessibility, travel safety, and inclusive growth.
The Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project is critical to the City of Chicago and the Village
of Oak Park. Serving the border of these municipalities, the Austin Green Line station has not
received substantial upgrades since it was last rebuilt in 1962 and is currently not accessible to
people with disabilities. In 2018, CTA's roadmap for achieving system- wide accessibility over the next
20 years, the All Stations Accessibility Program (ASAP) Strategic Plan, identified Austin Station as a
priority station for accessibility improvements.

Investments at Austin station will provide not only a more equitable travel option but will also
transform the surrounding environment. The station will be modernized and accessible, with a new
elevator and platform renovations that improve clearances and remove obstructions for users with
mobility impairments. Beyond the station, new crosswalks, signage, new security cameras, and LED
lighting will improve the area's overall sense of safety and comfort. Wider sidewalks will provide an
enhanced environment for pedestrians. Where today there is only a set of stairs, a new ramp will be
built that extends from the sidewalk to the station's interior that provides equal access to all.
CTA's Austin Station Accessibility Improvements Project expands travel options for people with
disabilities and it is needed to advance the ASAP plan, CTA's ongoing efforts towards a rail system
that is 100% accessible in 20 years. Using STP funding allows CTA to better leverage other sources
of funding, such as other federal transportation grants and funds forthcoming from the State of Illinois'
recent capital investment plan, to stay on track to complete the ASAP plan in 20 years or less. This
will expand transportation options for people with disabilities in a significant way, increasing access to
jobs and other opportunities.
Please include the Austin Green Line project in the final list of funded projects.
Sincerely,
ELLIS WILLS-BEGLEY, ASSOC. AIA
ARCHITECTURAL FELLOW

MYEFSKI ARCHITECTS, INC.
400 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE
SUITE 400
CHICAGO, IL 60611
1

P: 312.763.2400
WWW.MYEFSKI.COM
© Copyright 2019 Myefski Architects, Inc.
This electronic mail message was sent by Myefski Architects, Inc. and may contain information, photographs, graphics, and other material, collectively
"Content", that are protected by copyrights, trademarks, service marks, trade secrets, or other proprietary rights. The Recipient is not permitted to remove or
amend any trademark, copyright, or other proprietary notice and may not reproduce or distribute Content in any way without obtaining the permission of the
Owner. The Recipient may not modify, remove, publish, transmit, create derivative works from, or in any way exploit the Content, in whole or in part. While
Myefski Architects, Inc. makes all reasonable attempts to exclude viruses from its e-mail, it cannot ensure such exclusion and no liability is accepted for any
e-mail virus or resultant damage it may cause.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Comments in support of Plainfield – 143rd St. East
Extension project

Kama Dobbs
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Tasha Marsaglia <tmarsaglia@plainfieldchamber.com>
Tuesday, August 13, 2019 11:12 AM
Transportation
Transportation Program Public Comment
DOC081319-08132019111509.pdf

Categories:

STP-SF

Attached you will find our letter.
Thank you.

Tasha Marsaglia

Executive Director
Plainfield Area Chamber of Commerce
24109 W Lockport St. Plainfield IL 60544
P: 815-436-4431
F: 815-436-0520
Plainfield Area Chamber of Commerce Website

Chamber Upcoming Events:

August 14th: CNN with National Softwash & CertaPro Painters of Plfd
August 22nd: 2nd Annual Brews & BBQ Event Purchase Tickets Here

Sign up TODAY for the 2019 Plainfield Harvest 5k and Kidz Miler
www.plainfieldharvest5k.com

2nd Annual Brews & BBQ Event
Buy Tickets & Sponsorships HERE

Thank you to all who supported our 2019 Plainfield Giving Gala!
Grant Applications are available online
www.plainfieldgivinggala.org

1

Connect with the PACC www.facebook.com/plainfieldchamber
Stay up to date with the happenings at the PACC by going to www.plainfieldchamber.com
Events are subject to change!

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.
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August 12, 2019
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
Transportation Program Public Comment
233 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60606
Dear Project Selection Committee:
We would like to express our support for the 143rd Street East Extension project led by the Village of Plainfield
- CFP12-19-0017 - which connects Route 59 to IL Route 126, in Will County. We are pleased that this project
is highly ranked, and we support Plainfield’s request to receive Surface Transportation Program (STP) funding
for this greatly needed project.
Our organization has been impacted by the significant population growth in the region and we recognize the
importance of this project. The 143rd Street East Extension will lessen the strain on the area roadways that
struggle to accommodate the current and ever-increasing volume of traffic. This project will also improve the
quality of life by improving pedestrian and vehicular safety. It will also reduce traffic congestion and allow
motorists to avoid an at-grade Canadian National (CN) railway crossing.
We are aware that the Village has been working on this project for over fifteen years and the construction of this
new roadway is long overdue. This project will yield numerous dividends to the motorists in our region as well
as the pedestrians and cyclists that will utilize the pathway that will be constructed as part of this project.
We understand that the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) has developed an equitable
evaluation process in an effort to properly allocate STP funding. We have also been informed that the 143rd
Street East Extension project has received one of the highest rankings and we strongly encourage CMAP to
authorize funding for this project.
Accordingly, Plainfield Township Park District fully supports Plainfield’s request for STP funding as well as
CMAP’s current ranking of the projects in the Chicagoland region. We look forward to the day when the 143rd
Street East Extension is completed, and we fully support Plainfield’s efforts to keep this project moving
forward.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Respectfully submitted,
Carlo Capalbo, MPA, CPRE
Executive Director
Plainfield Township Park District

WESCOM
Western Will County Communications Center
24600 W. Presidential Ave.
Plainfield, IL 60544
815-267-8300
815-267-8319 (FAX)

Member Agencies:
Bolingbrook Fire Dept
Bolingbrook Police
Braidwood Fire District
Channahon Fire District #
Channahon Police #
Crest Hill Police
Custer Park Fire District
Elwood Fire Prot District
Elwood Police
Homer Twp Fire District
Lockport Twp Fire District #
Lockport Police
Minooka Fire District
NW Homer Fire District
Plainfield Fire District #
Plainfield Police #
Rockdale Fire District
Shorewood Police #
Troy Fire District #
Wilmington Fire District
Wilmington Police
# Members since 1992

Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
Transportation Program Public Comment
233 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60606

August 14, 2019

Dear Project Selection Committee:
We would like to express our support for the 143rd Street East Extension project led by the
Village of Plainfield - CFP12-19-0017 - which connects Route 59 to IL Route 126, in Will County.
We are pleased that this project is highly ranked, and we support Plainfield’s request to receive
Surface Transportation Program (STP) funding for this greatly needed project.
Our organization has been impacted by the significant population growth in the region and we
recognize the importance of this project. The 143rd Street East Extension will lessen the strain on
the area roadways that struggle to accommodate the current and ever-increasing volume of
traffic. This project will also improve the quality of life by improving pedestrian and vehicular
safety. It will also reduce traffic congestion and allow motorists to avoid an at-grade Canadian
National (CN) railway crossing. Response time for emergencies should greatly improve for
citizens and motoring public when calling 9-1-1.
We are aware that the Village has been working on this project for over fifteen years and the
construction of this new roadway is long overdue. This project will yield numerous dividends to
the motorists in our region as well as the pedestrians and cyclists that will utilize the pathway
that will be constructed as part of this project.
We understand that the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) has developed an
equitable evaluation process in an effort to properly allocate STP funding. We have also been
informed that the 143rd Street East Extension project has received one of the highest rankings
and we strongly encourage CMAP to authorize funding for this project.

Des Plaines Valley
MABAS Division 15

Accordingly, WESCOM fully supports Plainfield’s request for STP funding as well as CMAP’s
current ranking of the projects in the Chicagoland region. We look forward to the day when the
143rd Street East Extension is completed, and we fully support Plainfield’s efforts to keep this
project moving forward.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

ILEAS Region 3
Mobile Field Force

Respectfully submitted,

Stephen E. Rauter, Executive Director

…an excellent and stable example of Intergovernmental Cooperation since 1992.

