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9,200+ CITIES

130+ COUNTRIES

800+ MILLION PEOPLE 

100+ GLOBAL PARTNERS (city 
networks, private partners, research 

institutions)

10+% OF THE GLOBAL POPULATION

(only 5 IL municipalities)

Global Covenant 

of Mayors 

for 

Climate and 

Energy



ENGAGEMENT OF US LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN CLIMATE CHANGE INITIATIVES
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Engaged
3%

Engaged
38%

Not engaged
62%

Not engaged
97%
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125 Municipalities

3 Counties

10 COGS

6 MILLION PEOPLE 

Supporting consensus goals 

of the GRC



Regional cooperation 
works in other countries

Chicago Region chosen as 
a pilot Regional and 
Metro-Scale Climate 

Leader to demo regional 
climate planning in US
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Denver/Boulder Region
48 municipalities (TBC)

(4 GCoM members)

Metropolitan Kanas City
119 municipalities

Chicago Metropolitan Region
275 municipalities

(5 GCoM members)

• Technical support 
• Knowledge exchange between US regions and other 

regions
• Promotion of regional case studies through GCoM

Metropolitan Washington DC
24municipalities

(5 GCoM members)
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GCoM Commitment 

 GHG emission inventory;

 An assessment of climate risks and 

vulnerabilities; 

 Ambitious, measurable and time-

bound target(s); 

 Ambitious climate change adaptation 

vision and goals; 

 A formally adopted plan addressing 

climate change mitigation, climate 

resilience and adaptation, and 

access to sustainable energy.
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To comply with GCoM 
commitment:

Already completed:

• GHG Inventory 

• Biz as Usual (BAU) Projections 

• GHG Reduction Targets 

• Emissions Scenarios 

• GRC to inform action development 

To be completed by October 2020:

• Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment 

• Climate Action Plan

Ongoing

• Utilize Common Reporting Framework 
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GHG emissions reporting

- GPC-compliant inventories 
for 2010 and 2015 

- Basic trends analysis

- Basic projections 

Not included

- Most aviation 

- Agriculture 

- Land use 
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Total emissions (2015)
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Per capita emissions (2015)
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7% reduction 2010-2015

8.5% reduction per capita

Waste: 50% reduction

Buildings: 8% reduction

Transportation: 1% increase
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Climate Risk and 
Vulnerability Assessment

- Basic assessment of the 
region’s risk 

- Relies on existing research

- Not location-specific
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Climate Risk and 
Vulnerability Assessment

- Basic assessment of the 
region’s risk 

- Relies on existing research

- Not location-specific
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Connect Local Strategies and Goals to Regional 
Climate Targets

1. GRC Compact

2. GRC Framework

3. Collaboration to address GRC goals



The Greenest Region Compact 

Consensus Sustainability Goals in 10 Categories

Climate

Economic Development

Energy

Land

Leadership

Mobility

Municipal Operations

Sustainable Communities

Water 

Waste

 



Goal - Use Energy for Public Facilities Efficiently

• Strategies Already Underway • Already Planned
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1 Land Preservation

2 Building Retrofits 

3

Stormwater Management & Green 

Infrastructure

4 Sust Com Outreach & Engagement 

5 Smart Growth & TOD

1 Access to Parks/Open Space 

2

Solid Waste Agency 

membership/Curbside Recycling

3 Energy Efficiency retrofits public bldgs

4 Urban Forest stewardship

5 Water Metering 

283 local governments
76.5 million lbs avoided CO2



GRC2 Framework Solar Energy Example

OBJECTIVE  

 > STRATEGY

+ ADVANCED STRATEGY 

E13
Support the adoption of renewable energy technologies in 

the community 

E13a
   >Adopt codes and permitting practices that support 

renewable energy systems in the community Y

E16
Develop renewable energy capacity targeting underutilized 

public properties (i.e. brownfields)

E+17  + Collaborate to provide access to community solar Y

E25

Facilitate the adoption of renewable energy technologies 

(i.e. solar, geothermal) by adapting building and zoning 

codes 

E+29
 + Negotiate franchise agreement with utilities to exercise 

lump sum payment option to finance clean energy 
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Advance renewable 

energy 
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y Enact policies that 
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Sol Smart – MMC Cohort = 

3000% growth in solar PV



Regional Climate Workshops

21

Using GRC Framework

1. What strategies are easy for munis? 
(rank difficulty) 

2. What strategies require regional 
collaboration?

3. Identify barriers and strategies
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OBJECTIVE  

 > STRATEGY

E13
Support the adoption of renewable energy 

technologies in the community 2 y *

E13a

   >Adopt codes and permitting practices that 

support renewable energy systems in the 

community 1 y ****

E25

Facilitate the adoption of renewable energy 

technologies (i.e. solar, geothermal) by adapting 

building and zoning codes 

2 y ****

E+29

 + Negotiate franchise agreement with utilities to 

exercise lump sum payment option to finance 

clean energy 

5 **

Advance renewable 

energy 
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Enact policies that 

support clean 

energy



What we’ve heard so far:

General Feedback

- Strong support

- Desire for climate action

- Empowering to all 
communities

- Priority strategies emerging

Regional Needs/Opportunities
- Build support and literacy

- Data, research, and dataset 
management 

- Education and advocacy

- Stronger unified voice, i.e. with 
utilities

- Coordination/facilitation, i.e. 
SolSmart
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1. Kickoff & GRC Workshop
– Oct. 8th – 80 people

• MMC Enviro Com workshops
– Dec 9 – Global Congress for Sustainabilty & Climate Change Professionals – 35 people

– Jan 21 – Village of Montgomery – join us!

2. Risk & Vulnerability Workshop
- April tbd

• General Outreach – National Association of Regional Councils – Feb, Washington DC

24

Regional Climate Plan Engagement
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2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Workshops

Climate Risk & 
Vulnerability 
Assessment

Regional Climate 
Action Plan

Socialize This Work

Additional Funding

Reporting & Tracking Framework

Project Future Needs

GRC

GHG

Present

ON TO 2050

Regional Follow-up Projects
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Discussion and questions

What topics are most important to address at the regional 
scale? How can these topics be addressed? 

What regional approaches are most important? Do you 
know of any examples of these approaches in action? 

How can we leverage this work to support future 
projects?
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Chicago Metropolitan Regional Climate Action

Edith Makra emakra@mayorscaucus.org
Jared Patton jpatton@cmap.Illinois.gov

@MayorsCaucus @IUC_NA      @ONTO2050

mailto:emakra@mayorscaucus.org
mailto:jpatton@cmap.Illinois.ogov

