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Communities of color are filling out the census at much 

lower rates than majority white communities

Hispanic communities (in both Chicago and the suburbs) 

have the biggest drops in participation since 2010

CMAP estimated if the state’s population had been 5 

percent less —other factors held constant— Illinois would 

have lost $235.5 million in COVID-19 relief funding

Key findings



Regional average self-response rates are 

somewhat below final 2010 levels, but 

this masks significant disparities

Each of metropolitan Chicago’s seven 

counties has communities with below 

average response rates

Some areas are reporting self-response 

rates of 40 percent and lower

Large disparities in self-

response across region



Tracts with majority residents of color have much 

lower response rates than 2010



Average declines in majority Hispanic 

census tracts of more than seven 

percentage points

Declines likely exacerbated by the 

unsuccessful efforts to include a 

citizenship question in the 2020 Census

Overlap with areas disproportionally 

home to essential workers

Decline sharpest in majority 

Hispanic communities



Chicago region trends in line with other major 

metropolitan areas



Chicago region trends in line with other major 

metropolitan areas



More than $675 billion in federal funding 

distributed every year based on census 

numbers

If the state’s 2019 population estimate 

had been 5 percent less — and every 

other state’s population remained 

unchanged — Illinois would have lost 

$235.5 million in COVID-19 relief funding

Under the same scenario, this translates 

to the state losing $371 for every 

uncounted person

Undercount could cost region billions in funding



#CompleteTheCount social media toolkit



For more details on 
census analysis & 
social media toolkit, 
visit CMAP’s website
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