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Build on existing plans and initiatives

Establish a shared vision

Help set priorities, coordinate decision-making, obtain 

grants/funding

Why a corridor plan?
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Comprehensive plan for the Fox River and 

its communities from Burtons Bridge to 

Johnsburg

Topic Areas:

• Economic development 

• Natural resources

• Parks and recreation

• Access and connectivity

Fox River Corridor Plan



1.  Algonquin and Carpentersville (2016)

2.  Fox Bluff to Burtons Bridge (2018)

Previous planning efforts

1

2



Project sponsors: McHenry County and the City of McHenry

Key stakeholders

Steering Committee:

Environmental Defenders of McHenry 

County 

Fox River Ecosystem Partnership 

Fox River Study Group

Fox Water Agency

Hermann’s Rest-A-While 

Illinois DNR

Lower Fox River Alliance 

McHenry Area Chamber of Commerce

McHenry County Bicycle Advocates

McHenry County Conservation District 

McHenry-Lake Soil & Water Conservation 

District 

Moraine Hills State Park

Village of Holiday Hills

Village of Johnsburg 

Village of Prairie Grove 

Visit McHenry County 



Communities

• McHenry

• Johnsburg

• Holiday Hills

• Prairie Grove 

• Unincorporated McHenry Co.

Protected open space

• Moraine Hills State Park

• Stickney Run

• Wheeler Fen

Plan study area

IL Route 176

North Chapel 
Hill Rd



Planning process

Dec ‘19 April ‘20 Jan ‘21 May ‘21 June ‘21Oct ‘20



Stakeholder 
Interviews

31 participants

Online Surveys

104 responses 
(traditional survey)

11 contributors 
(interactive map)

Open Houses

39 participants

Community outreach



What we’ve heard…

• Prioritize stakeholder coordination

• Improve stormwater management and flood control

• Balance environmental stewardship and recreation 

• There’s potential to make local economy stronger

Community outreach



Issues and opportunities

• Economic development

• Flooding and water resources management

• Open space and habitat

• Recreation

• Access and connectivity

Looking Forward

Existing conditions report
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Opportunities: 

• Fox River and surrounding open space 

attract visitors and generate business

• McHenry and Johnsburg are 

reinvesting in their downtowns

• Riverfront development prospects exist 

in downtown McHenry

Issue: 

• Reinvestment efforts may be 

interrupted by COVID-19

Economic development

Source: Robin F. Pendergrast Inc.
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Issues: 

• Flooding impacts residents and 

businesses

• Management of river and supporting 

infrastructure needs improvement

Flooding and water 

resources management

Source: Robin F. Pendergrast Inc.
Source: Village of Johnsburg



Issues: 

• Water pollution affects aquatic life and 

limits recreation

• Groundwater contamination is a threat 

to water supply and aquatic habitat

Opportunity:

• Citizen groups are working to improve 

water quality

Flooding and water 

resources management



Opportunities:

• Open space network provides 

ecosystem benefits and supports 

unique flora and fauna

• Strong network of stewardship and 

management organizations

Issue: 

• Management and restoration 

challenges heightened by COVID-19 

pandemic

Open space and habitat



Opportunities: 

• Potential to improve and expand 

recreational amenities and 

programming

• Recreational amenities could benefit 

from a coordinated marketing and 

communications strategy

Issue:

• Sedimentation limits motorized boating

Recreation

Sources: City of McHenry, NW Herald, Chicago Trib (top to bottom)



Opportunities:

• Local trails could benefit from stronger 

connections to region trail network

• Safety and circulation within the 

Corridor is improving

Issues: 

• Public river access is limited 

throughout the corridor

• Limited public transit options to 

boost local and regional tourism

Access and Connectivity



Are there particular issues/opportunities we should 

prioritize?

How can this plan look toward the future while also 

responding to the impacts of the pandemic?

Anything else we should consider as we finalize the ECR?

Discussion



Engagement opportunities:

• Public visioning workshops –

January 19 and 21 

• Online visioning survey: 
https://engage.cmap.illinois.gov/fox-river-

mchenry/survey_tools/visioning-survey

Next steps:

• Key recommendations memo

• Draft the plan

Visioning and plan 

development

https://engage.cmap.illinois.gov/fox-river-mchenry/survey_tools/visioning-survey


How can education play a role in our engagement efforts? 

What are some strategies? 

What else should we consider as we head into visioning 

and plan development?

Discussion



Thank you!
https://engage.cmap.illinois.gov/fox-river-mchenry

Kelsey Pudlock, Associate Planner 

kpudlock@cmap.illinois.gov

312-386-8631

https://engage.cmap.illinois.gov/fox-river-mchenry
mailto:kpudlock@cmap.illinois.gov

