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AGENDA

•Brownfield redevelopment

•Clean Energy Opportunities for 
Economic and Racial Equity



Ecosystem Assessment

Workforce

Site Inventory

Case studies

Deep dive

Tools

Complement. Co-Create. Catalyze.

Stakeholders      

Promote green 

economic 

development in the 

Chicago region 

through strategic 

community driven 

services that expand 

forward looking eco-

friendly businesses 

and develop a highly 

skilled workforce 

talent pool that is 

prepared for these 

opportunities



BROWNFIELD 
REDEVELOPMENT TOOL



BROWNFIELD 

REDEVELOPMENT



http://www.calumetcollaborative.org/crmt.html

Calumet Reinvestment Mapping Tool



CRMT Demonstration



CLEAN ENERGY 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

RACIAL AND ECONOMIC 
EQUITY



Clean Energy Jobs Act (CEJA)

• Creating Clean Jobs Workforce Hubs, a network of frontline organizations that 
provide direct and sustained support for minority and disadvantaged 
communities, including job opportunities

• Prioritizing companies that implement equity actions to ensure equitable 
representation in Illinois’ clean energy workforce

• Creating a Contractor Incubator program that focuses on the development of 
underserved businesses in the clean energy sector

• Creating Clean Energy Empowerment Zones to support communities and 
workers who are economically impacted by the decline of fossil fuel 
generation



Just Transition

“An intentional shift 
toward a society in which 
the economy and the 
environment can thrive 
simultaneously, with social 
structures in place to make 
sure equity takes priority 
in the process as well as 
the outcome.”



2020 US Energy and Employment Report

Employers in Illinois gave the following as the top three 
reasons for their reported hiring difficulty: 

1. Lack of experience, training, or technical skills 

2. Competition/ small applicant pool 

3. Insufficient non-technical skills (work ethic, dependability, 
critical thinking) 

https://www.usenergyjobs.org/



O-NET Green Jobs 







Contact Janet Smith at janets@uic.edu 


