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Watershed-Based Planning
The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) has engaged in a number of
watershed-based planning activities during the program year of 2012-13. Summaries of these
activities are described in this report.

Watershed Management Coordination
Throughout the year, staff provided technical assistance, guidance, and/or regional
coordination to water quality related planning and management activities led by others in the
region. As funding allows, and consistent with the water quality management planning work
approved by Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA), staff directs efforts at those
entities either undertaking watershed planning initiatives, implementation of an-IEPA
approved plan, or an activity related to evolving issues and the Clean Water Act. Such entities
include those funded through the Clean Water Act or those focused on addressing CWA
Section 303(d) listed (i.e., impaired) waters.

Fox River Basin Watershed Planning
In an effort to implement recommendations outlined in the Silver Creek and Sleepy Hollow
Creek Watershed Action Plan, CMAP, through its Local Technical Assistance Program, engaged
in a comprehensive plan and ordinance assessment for four communities within the watershed.
The communities included the Cities of Crystal Lake and McHenry and the Villages of Prairie
Grove and Oakwood Hills. One of the central recommendations of the original Action Plan was
to update municipal policies and ordinances to better protect natural areas and open space, as
well as surface water and groundwater quality and quantity in the region’s watersheds.
This project recommended changes to municipal comprehensive plans as well as subdivision,
zoning, landscaping, and stormwater ordinances in order to ensure that they complement each
other and lead to improvements in water quality and overall watershed health. An example of
the types of questions considered during this process may be found in Table 1. The
recommended changes are strongly encouraged and have the potential to provide significant
protection and improvement for the Silver Creek and Sleepy Hollow Creek Watersheds as well
as the Fox River.
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Table 1. Best management practices recommendations from Silver Creek and Sleepy Hollow
Creek comprehensive plan and ordinance assessment
Checklist question

Current standard

Recommendation

Encourage narrower street
widths to reduce the
amount of impervious
surface?

Low volume, local streets are
required to have 28 foot width
curb to curb.

Design streets for minimum
required width to support travel
lanes, emergency access, and onstreet parking (if applicable)

Encourage or require the
use of natural drainage
practices?

Curbs and Gutters shall be
provided on all new streets.

Curb and gutters are not required
except where the average distance
between driveways is less than
100 feet and there are on-street
parking needs.

Allow shared parking
arrangements to reduce
parking requirements?

Required parking spaces for
different uses may be provided
collectively, however no space
shall serve as the required
space for more than one use.

Allow uses to share parking, even
when there is some temporal
overlap.

Source: Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning.

As part of this effort, CMAP conducted a one day workshop (Figure 1) designed to engage
individuals who are directly or indirectly involved with establishing and/or implementing
municipal policies in the Silver Creek and Sleepy Hollow Creek watersheds in a conversation
about better aligning municipal practices with water quality goals. It covered the major
findings of the plan and ordinance review. During the workshop, attendees also learned of the
unintended consequences of current ordinances, the emerging field of best practices, and ways
to update ordinances to meet water quality objectives.
Recommendations and language updates for comprehensive plans and codes were also
conducted for the City of Elgin as Part of the Ferson-Otter Creek Watershed Plan as part of this
effort. Recommendations for this review were summarized and presented to representatives
from the City of Elgin.
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Figure 1. Aligning Municipal Policy with Water Quality Objectives workshop

Source: Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning.

Total Maximum Daily Load Implementation
CMAP focused 2013 watershed planning efforts on developing the Nine Lakes Total Maximum
Daily Load (TMDL) Implementation Plan that was initiated in mid-2012. Figure 2 depicts the
Nine Lakes TMDL Planning area. Expectations of CMAP and the Nine Lakes Plan evolved
during the year such that a very robust resource inventory was produced and approved by
IEPA. Among the requests for new data, CMAP was asked to estimate pollutant load reduction
targets for each of the 14 subunits that comprise the 29 square mile planning area.
The most tractable pollutant for which an estimation of load reduction has been made so far, is
total phosphorus (TP). Using a combination of models and given that there is a water quality
standard for lakes with a surface area greater than 20 acres – 0.05 mg/L – average annual
epilimnetic TP was calculated for each of the eight lakes where TP has been identified as a
source of designated use impairment. A predicted TP average depends on such data inputs as
lake morphometrics and an estimate of pollutant load from the contributing land area.
Resultant values allowed staff to determine the degree to which annual loads from surface
runoff might be responsible for impairment once predicted averages were compared to data
from recently collected samples.
Chicago Metropolitan
Agency for Planning

Page 3

Water Quality
Activities Report

Figure 2. Nine Lakes planning area: Municipalities

Source: Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning.

After determining the loads that would be necessary to result in recent sample values, the last
step in modeling TP was to predict an annual TP influx threshold that if exceeded would result
in a lake failing to meet the water quality standard. The difference in these two values
represents the average reduction in annual TP influx needed of which the surface runoff
contribution was previously determined.
Methods employed to arrive at nitrogen and sediment load reduction targets will be developed
without the benefit of being informed by numeric water quality standards. The watershed plan
will be presented to IEPA in draft form on April 1, 2014, and finalized by the following June 1.
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Thorn Creek Watershed Based Plan
CMAP is developing a “Watershed-wide Summary of Best Management Practices (BMPs)
Recommended for Implementation” table to update and supplement the recommendations of
the Thorn Creek Watershed Based Plan that was produced by CMAP in 2005. This effort will
involve updating nonpoint source pollutant load estimates based on more current (2010) land
use data than was used in the 2005 plan, identifying a preferred suite of best management
practices (BMPs, such as bioretention areas, extended detention basins, filter strips, streambank
stabilization, etc.) to be evaluated for inclusion within the analysis, and validating the
appropriate pollutant removal efficiencies of each practice based on the most current research.
BMP designs at the site scale will then be extrapolated to the implementation of BMPs at the
subwatershed and watershed scales. A preferred BMP implementation scenario for each
subwatershed will be identified based on estimated pollutant load reductions. A draft BMP
implementation summary table is due to IEPA in June 2014, with a final table due in December
2014.
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Wastewater Quality Planning and
Management Activity
Facility Planning Area Amendment Review Process
CMAP revaluated its role in executing the Facility Planning Area (FPA) process to determine
how it might better fulfill the role of water quality management in northeastern Illinois. As
such, CMAP has revised the existing FPA Process and Procedures Manual to align the FPA
process to implement GO TO 2040. The draft manual modifies the review procedures for
Criteria 2, 4, 7, and 8 to reflect GO TO 2040 priorities and eliminates the remaining criteria. It
also streamlines the review process to avoid duplication of efforts between CMAP, IEPA, and
other agencies.
Specifically, the manual states that an FPA amendment request should be consistent with
CMAP’s regional forecasts. Its aim is to ensure that wastewater and other “gray infrastructure”
expansion does not come at the expense of the regional green infrastructure network and that
water conservation efforts are implemented throughout the region. It addresses criteria that
would assist CMAP in maintaining its role in helping local governments resolve disagreements
over their responsibilities for providing wastewater service and encourage intergovernmental
cooperation. Lastly, the manual considers whether an amendment request is consistent with
other county and regional plans, namely GO TO 2040.
Thus far, CMAP has solicited comments from the IEPA, CMAP’s Land Use Committee, CMAP’s
Environment and Natural Resources Committee, and numerous designated management
agencies and interested parties on the revised manual. CMAP anticipates finalizing the
document in 2014.

Facility Planning Area Map Updates
Under a contract with IEPA, CMAP prepares FPA base maps and point source tabular accounts
for amendments to the Illinois Water Quality Management Plan.
With the recent decline in development due to current economic conditions, the amount of FPA
map updates has been reduced. During the program year of 2012-13, CMAP completed
revisions to the FPA maps that incorporated all of the recent FPA boundary amendments. In
addition to FPA boundaries, these maps also include the location of municipal National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit discharges as well as tabular
descriptions of each municipal discharge. These maps provide more information to municipal
units of government, planners, engineers, and the general public.
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Figure 3. Facility Planning Areas and national pollutant discharge elimination system points in the
northeastern Illinois region, 2012.

Source: Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning.
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Facility Planning Amendment Area Reviews
Under contract with the IEPA to implement the Northeastern Illinois Water Quality
Management Plan, CMAP reviewed requested amendments to wastewater FPA’s. A summary
of this fiscal year’s review actions involving FPA boundary changes and new or expanded
treatment facilities is represented in Table 2 and Table 3. A total of four requests were reviewed
during this one-year period. CMAP’s Wastewater Committee recommended support for
approximately 1193.15 acres of land transfer from a non-FPA to FPA or from one FPA to
another FPA and one plant expansion.
Table 2. Level I Water Quality Amendments
WQ
Review
Number

Applicant

Type of
Request

Acreage
Requested

CMAP
Recommendation

Acreage
CMAP
Supported

Illinois
EPA
Decision

HUC 8
Watershed

12-WQ106

Lakes
Region
Sanitary
District
Village of
Beach
Park

FPA
Boundary
Change-

987

Support

987

Approved

Upper Fox

FPA
Boundary
Change –

152.50

Support

152.50

Pending

Des
Plaines

13-WQ135
Total

1139.5

987

--

Table 3. Level II Water Quality Amendments
WQ
Review
Number

Applicant

Type of
Request

Acreage
Requested

CMAP
Recommendation

Acreage
CMAP
Supported

IEPA
Decision

HUC 12
Watershed

12-WQ003

Lakes
Region
Sanitary
District

FPA
Boundary
Change

28.41

Support

28.41

Approved

Upper Fox

12-WQ066
Total

Village of
Lemont

FPA
Boundary

25.24

Support

25.24

Approved

Des Plaines
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Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Activities
Natural Resources Conservation Services Best
Management Practices Inventory
CMAP fulfilled its obligation under Agreement 60412 and attempted to obtain an inventory of
Best Management Practices from local Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS). As
part of the agreement, CMAP was asked to work with NRCS in an effort obtain documentation
of nonpoint source pollution control accomplishments that have been achieved for CMAP led
watershed plans within northeastern Illinois. Relevant watersheds were to be aggregated into a
summary by 12-digit Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC) and included the following plans:










Upper Kishwaukee River Watershed Plan Technical Report
Lawrence Creek Watershed Plan-Technical Report
Beaver Creek Watershed Action Plan
Poplar Creek Watershed Action Plan
Hickory Creek Watershed Plan
Silver Creek and Sleepy Hollow Creek Watershed Action Plan
Ferson-Otter Creek Watershed Plan
Blackberry Creek Watershed Action Plan
Jackson Creek Watershed Plan-Technical Report

Applicable BMPs were required to be detailed in association with the NRCS and Farm Service
Agency funding programs including: the Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP); Grasslands
Reserve Program (GRP); Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP); Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP); the Conservation Reserve Program; and, the Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP).
Following a discussion between CMAP and NRCS staff, only a minimal amount of information
for EQIP and WHIP programs aggregated to a county level could be retrieved. However,
neither township level data nor total costs for said programs could be provided. On the other
hand, the total amount of dollars obligated into active and completed contracts for EQIP and
WHIP in northeastern Illinois counties is available for review. Lastly, NRCS stated that it could
provide an approximate number of total acres in active and completed contracts (EQIP &
WHIP) within northeastern Illinois counties. Data is available for fiscal year 2010-2013;
however, data is not available at a 12-HUC watershed level.
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Illinois EPA Funded Watershed Projects in
Watershed Plan Areas
IEPA funded several watershed projects based on watershed-based plan areas in northeastern
Illinois during 2012-13. The purpose of this funding is to allow local units of government and
other organizations to work cooperatively towards the goal of protecting the quality of Illinois’
waters by controlling NPS pollution.
The following list includes projects funded with Section 319 and Illinois Green Infrastructure
Grants (IGIG). The Section 319 Program supports several types of activities including
implementation of cost-effective corrective and preventive BMP) on a watershed scale;
implementation of demonstrative new and innovative BMPs on a non-watershed scale; NPS
pollution control information, education and outreach programs; NPS pollution control
research and monitoring projects; and development of watershed-based plans. The IGIG grants
are available to local units of government and other organizations in an effort to control
stormwater runoff through various best management practices to promote water quality
protection within Illinois. Table 4 includes projects that are in an area covered by a watershedbased plan and within the counties of Boone, McHenry, Lake, DeKalb, Kane, Cook DuPage,
Kendall and Will.
Table 4. Section 319 watershed program implementation projects
Project Name

Watershed

Project
Start – End
Date

Total
Budget

Total 319
Funds

IGIG
Funds

West Branch of the
DuPage River
Improvement Project
East Branch Kishwaukee
River Watershed-Based
Plan
DuPage River Salt Creek
TMDL Implementation
Program
Nippersink Creek
Watershed Plan
Implementation
Candlewick Lake
Watershed Plan
Woods Creek Watershed
Based Plan
Judson University Tyler
Creek Restoration
Nippersink Creek
Watershed Plan
Implementation

Upper DuPage River

06/26/200903/31/2014

$1,422,744

$853,647

$0

East Branch
Kishwaukee River
Watershed
Upper DuPage River
Watershed

11/13/201207/15/2014

$114,955

$58,615

$0

09/10/201007/15/2013

$414,923

$227,814

$0

The Nippersink Creek
Watershed

06/01/201006/26/2013

$247,238

$98,436

$0

Beaver Creek
Watershed
Woods Creek
Watershed
The Tyler Creek
Watershed
The Nippersink Creek
Watershed

01/18/201307/15/2014
09/02/201101/07/2013
09/19/201112/15/2013
01/14/201201/31/2014

$83,333

$50,000

$0

$91,044

$52,806

$0

$265,688

$165,888

$0

$460,297

$267,539

$0

Chicago Metropolitan
Agency for Planning

Page 10

Water Quality
Activities Report

North Branch Chicago
River Watershed Project
Naperville Parks Water
Quality Improvement
Project
Long Run Creek
Watershed Based Plan
Nippersink Watershed
Social Evaluation-Phase 2
Agricultural BMPs
Technical Assistance
Program
Flint Creek Stream and
Floodplain Restoration
West Branch DuPage
River Corridor Restoration
Buffalo Creek WatershedBased Plan
Countywide Watershed
BMP Implementation
Program
Hobson Creek Corridor
BMPs at Caddie Corner
Park
2013 Green Campus
Initiatives
Phase 4 of Salt Creek
Streambank Stabilization
Village of Niles
Bioinfiltration Facility
Lord Street Basin CSO
Green Infrastructure
Retrofit Project
Milwaukee Avenue Green
Development Corridor
Sub-granting Program
Terada Park Green
Infrastructure
Improvements
Waukegan Road Urban
Rain Garden
Highland Park High
School Wolters Field
Permeable Parking
Improvements
Willow Stream Parking Lot
Renovation

North Branch Chicago
River Watershed
Lower DuPage River/
Upper DuPage River
Watershed
Long Run Creek
Watershed
Nippersink Creek
Watershed
North Mill Creek
Watershed

10/07/201112/31/2013
08/26/201109/19/2013

$946,844

$531,672

$0

$835,768

$493,606

$0

06/14/201207/30/2014
05/25/201212/15/2014
06/08/201207/15/2014

$163,200

$122,400

$0

$152,659

$88,939

$0

$36,000

$21,600

$0

Flint Creek Watershed

06/12/201207/31/2014
08/14/201209/30/2014
07/23/201312/31/2015
08/06/201305/30/2016

$235,727

$141,436

$0

$2,284,489

$1,370,693

$0

$204,854

$104,400

$0

$1,726,315

$907,850

$0

08/13/201307/15/2015

$118,054

$70,832

$0

$770,880

$462,528

$0

$187,000

$112,000

$0

North Branch Chicago
River Watershed
Jelkes Creek - Fox
River Watershed

07/18/201307/15/2016
08/03/201307/15/2015
08/30/201112/31/2013
09/28/201110/15/2014

$237,911

$0

$202,224

$751,900

$0

$634,000

North Branch Chicago
River

11/29/201111/30/2014

$293,334

$0

$220,000

Upper DuPage River

06/26/201207/31/2014

$150,000

$0

$75,000

North Branch Chicago
River Watershed
North Branch Chicago
River Watershed

06/14/201206/27/2013
11/01/201305/01/2016

$15,631

$0

$7,113

$526,955

$0

$368,869

Buffalo Creek
Watershed

11/01/201307/31/2015

$342,100

$0

$75,000

Upper DuPage River
Watershed
Buffalo Creek
Watershed
Indian Creek
Watershed /North
Branch Chicago River
Watershed
Upper DuPage River
Watershed
Upper DuPage River
Watershed

Source: Illinois Environmental Protection Agency.
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Lake Monitoring and Management
Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program
The Year 2013 marked the 33rd season of Illinois’ Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program (VLMP).
Initiated by IEPA in 1981, this popular program brings together citizens, state agency staff, and
regional and local governmental staff to monitor and investigate the quality of Illinois’ lakes. In
northeastern Illinois, CMAP served as program coordinator for the counties of Cook, DuPage,
Kane, Kendall, McHenry, and Will, while the Lake County Health Department coordinated the
program in Lake County. Staff provides volunteer training, technical assistance, educational
materials, training material updates, data and equipment management, volunteer recognition
recommendations, and assistance in annual report preparation. All monitoring equipment, data
forms, instructional materials (including a comprehensive Training Manual), and other supplies
are provided to the volunteers. Volunteers need only have a boat and anchor to participate.
Volunteer monitors measure water transparency (clarity) in a lake of their choosing using a
simple device called a Secchi disk (an eight-inch diameter plate painted black and white in
opposite quadrants, attached to a calibrated rope or tape measure-Figure 4). The disk is lowered
into the water and the depth at which it is no longer visible is recorded. Volunteers also record
water color, aquatic plant growth, and several other factors relating to lake, weather, and
watershed conditions each time they monitor. Monitoring typically is done twice a month from
May through October at three, in-lake locations.
The Secchi measurements are used to document changes in
water transparency during the monitoring season as well as
from year to year (Secchi transparency is affected by the color
of the water and the amount of suspended sediment and
algae in the lake). Another useful bit of information the
Secchi measurement indicates is that about twice as deep as
you can see the Secchi disk in the water is the sunlit, or
“euphotic,” zone of the lake. This means that within this zone
there is generally enough sunlight for aquatic plants and
algae to live and grow.

Figure 4. Secchi disk

In addition to Secchi disk monitoring, a subset of the
volunteers (on a rotating basis) also have an opportunity to
collect water chemistry samples on a monthly basis that are
analyzed at an IEPA laboratory. The water chemistry data
provides important information on suspended material in the
.
lake (e.g., sediment, algae) as well as levels of nutrients
Source: Chicago Metropolitan
(phosphorus, nitrogen) that can promote nuisance aquatic
Agency for Planning.
plant and algae growth. Some volunteers also collect samples
for chlorophyll analysis and record dissolved oxygen and temperature data.
Chicago Metropolitan
Agency for Planning
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The chlorophyll data is particularly useful in
determining the amount of microscopic,
“planktonic” algae in the lake. Dissolved oxygen
and temperature data are useful for determining if
the lake stratifies during the summer (separates into
layers of warm, upper water and cool, bottom
water) and if there is adequate oxygen in the water
to support aquatic life.
Primary goals of the VLMP are to familiarize
volunteers with lake processes and to help them
learn about lake ecology and the cause-and-effect
relationships that exist between their lake, its
watershed, weather, and human activity. Through
the VLMP’s hands-on educational structure, the
data and information gathered can more effectively
assist in local lake and watershed management
decision-making. Lake scientists, planners, and
consultants also use the data for a wide variety of
purposes. Furthermore, the IEPA uses VLMP data
in its biennial assessment of the state’s waters as
required by the federal Clean Water Act.

Figure 5. VLMP Volunteers

Volunteers Neil O-Brien and Dennis Oleksy
(Lake Killarney, McHenry Co.) work together
to fill a sample bottle using a VanDorn
sampler.

In the six counties coordinated by CMAP, 19 lakes
were monitored at least once during the 2013
season, involving 48 volunteers. The Secchi
monitoring data can be viewed and downloaded
from Illinois EPA’s VLMP Web Application
(http://dataservices.epa.illinois.gov/waBowSurface
Water/Default.aspx).
Two new initiatives in 2013 that VLMP monitors
were asked to participate in involved keeping their
eyes open for potential harmful algal blooms
(HABs) and the invasive aquatic plant Hydrilla
verticillata (a.k.a. “hydrilla”).

Chicago Metropolitan
Agency for Planning

Volunteer Barb Schuetz (Longmeadow
Lake, Cook Co.) filters lake water for
chlorophyll analysis.
Source: Chicago Metropolitan Agency
for Planning.
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Harmful Algal Bloom Program
If a blue-green algae bloom was seen, VLMP participants were asked to fill out a Bloom Report
Form (http://www.epa.state.il.us/water/algal-bloom/forms/bloom-report-form.pdf) and e-mail it
to Illinois EPA-Springfield staff along with photos. CMAP’s or LCHD’s VLMP Coordinator or
regional IEPA staff then visited the lake to collect water samples for analysis of several lake
water quality parameters as well as the algal toxin microcystin. IEPA will be assessing such data
collected statewide for its potential use in issuing public-health advice for recreational or
drinking water uses, as well as for investigating predictive relationships between microcystin,
nutrient, and chlorophyll-a concentrations in selected eutrophic or hypereutrophic (nutrientrich) lakes or streams. For more information, visit IEPA’s Harmful Algal Blooms and Algal
Toxins web pages (http://www.epa.state.il.us/water/algal-bloom/index.html).
Figure 6. Examples of blue-green algae scums seen in two northeastern Illinois lakes during
summer 2013

Source: Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning.

Hydrilla Hunt! Initiative
Hydrilla is recognized as one of the world’s worst weeds. It can grow an
inch per day and form dense mats of vegetation at the water surface,
seriously impacting our desirable native plants, sport fishing, native
wildlife, waterfront property values, and recreational uses. Within the
past few years, hydrilla has been discovered in Wisconsin and Indiana,
and so it could arrive in Illinois very soon. VLMP participants were asked to help keep an eye
out for this nasty invader. Through a collaborative effort with the Northeast Illinois Invasive
Plant Partnership, Chicago Botanic Garden, and Lake County Health Department – Lakes
Management Unit, hydrilla identification sheets were distributed to VLMP monitors statewide.
The volunteers were encouraged to take an especially detailed look at the aquatic plants in their
lake as well as in other lakes and rivers they might visit. Volunteers who suspected they may
have found hydrilla were asked to take several photographs and e-mail them to the Hydrilla
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Hunt! program for verification. Through 2013, no hydrilla has been discovered in Illinois. This
program will continue next year at a larger scale, with a media campaign expected to kick off in
early 2014. For more information including photos of hydrilla, see the Hydrilla Hunt! website
(http://www.niipp.net/hydrilla/).

Workshop
Partnering with the Lake County Health Department, CMAP staff also organized a VLMP
workshop to which all northeastern Illinois volunteers and their lake neighbors were invited.
Held on a Saturday in mid-November at the Biltmore Country Club near the shores of Lake
County’s Honey Lake (a long-time VLMP-monitored lake), more than 45 people attended to
learn more about the timely topics of harmful algae blooms, aquatic invasive species, and
sensible salting practices, along with a local lake community’s experience in implementing a
dredging project. Time also was allotted for viewing displays and an interactive question and
answer session on lake monitoring and management topics. Copies of the presentations and a
resource list are posted on the VLMP page on CMAP’s website. Positive feedback from the
attendees suggests that similar workshops would be of interest in the future.
For more information about the VLMP, contact Northeastern Illinois VLMP Coordinator Holly
Hudson at CMAP (hhudson@cmap.illinois.gov).

Full Cost Pricing
The long-range GOTO 2040 comprehensive regional plan specifically recommends full-cost
pricing to encourage residents to conserve water and to provide communities with adequate
revenues to address their water infrastructure investment needs and move forward with
sustainable water planning at the community level. Associated activities and products
undertaken include:





Distributed the Ensuring Sustainable Water Systems through Innovative, Full Cost
Water Pricing guidebook to local decision makers in 280 communities across the region.
Presentations on full cost pricing to Village of Campton Hills and DuPage Water
Commission Water Management Series as part of the CMAP Local Technical Assistance
(LTA) program.
Comments provided to Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) on proposed
Full Cost Pricing recommendation in revised conditions of Lake Michigan permit.
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Healthy Landscapes, Healthy Lakes
The long-range GOTO 2040 comprehensive regional plan specifically recommends CMAP make
the conservation of water a top priority. CMAP continued to participate in the Healthy
Landscapes, Healthy Lakes (Lawn to Lake) collaborative program led by Illinois-Indiana Sea
Grant (IISG) promoting healthy lawn and landscape practices to protect water resources in the
Great Lakes region, with an estimated water savings impact of 1 billion gallons/year along with
associated water quality impacts (reduced pesticide and nutrient loadings from non-point
sources). Lawn to Lake activities over the project period include:







Natural Lawn Care Workshop, Milwaukee Area Technical College (March 6).
Public Engagement Symposium Poster (Feb. 28) University of Illinois, Urbana.
Presentations: Northwest Planning Alliance Executive Committee (Feb. 14) and
Technical Advisory Committee (Jan. 22); Lake County Green May 22); Northwest Illinois
Audubon Society (May 3).
Tabling: Tinley Park Home and Garden Show (March 1 – 3); Hammond Environmental
Expo April 4).
Created an outreach manual titled: Lawn and Landscape Practices for Northwest Water
Planning Alliance Communities: Community Approaches to Sustainable Outdoor Water Use
2013.
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