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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
To:    Economic and Community Development Working Committee 
 
Date:    5/20/08 
 
From:    Andrew Williams‐Clark 
 
Re:    Go To 2040 ‐ Regional Indicators 

 

 

Please find a “crosswalk” document attached to this memo that demonstrates how each of the 
indicators proposed by the committee appears on the draft list of regional indicators and fits 
into the GoTo 2040 vision themes.  The right column, entitled “clarification”, highlights those 
indicators that will require some clarification before submission to consultants for 
investigation.  We would like to facilitate a discussion to make those clarifications at the May 
committee meeting. 

 

ACTION REQUESTED: CLARIFY INDICATORS WITH A QUESTION MARK.   

http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/


Economic and Community Development Indicators: 5/20/2008

ECD-Identified Themes and Indicators ECD Indicator Theme GoTo 2040 Vision Themes Indicators Proposed to Consultants Clarification Sources

Number of hard to employ participants in workforce development 
programs Education/Workforce Development and Job Training Economic Competitiveness

Number of hard to employ participants in workforce development 
programs ?

Success rate of State of Illinois’ Critical Skill Shortages Initiative (CSSI) Education/Workforce Development and Job Training Economic Competitiveness Success rate of State of Illinois’ Critical Skill Shortages Initiative (CSSI) ?
Support system for existing businesses (number of hours given to support 
businesses) Inward Investment Economic Competitiveness Business Infrastructure(?) ?
Government dollars spent in business development (loan programs, 
technical assistance programs) Inward Investment Economic Competitiveness

Government dollars spent in business development (loan programs, 
technical assistance programs) ?

New construction: business and residential Balanced Economy and Land Economic Competitiveness New Construction: Business and Residential

Redevelopment construction Balanced Economy and Land Reinvestment Value of total investments in vacant/underutilized/previously used land
Vacancy rates** Balanced Economy and Land Economic Competitiveness Non-Residential Vacancy Rates (commercial and industrial)
Unemployment rate Balanced Economy and Land Economic Competitiveness Workforce Participation
Median income Balanced Economy and Land Economic Competitiveness Median income
Cost of living** Balanced Economy and Land Economic Competitiveness Cost of Living

Total acres of agricultural land Balanced Economy and Land
Economic Competitiveness & 
ENR H20 Supply Agricultural Land Preserved & Acres of Prime Agricultural Land 

Tons of solid waste recycled Balanced Economy and Land ENR H20 Supply Waste in landfills versus amount recycled (and per capita)

Number of acres dedicated to open space Balanced Economy and Land ENR H20 Supply
Acres parks and protected land (perhaps per capita ) & Recreational 
trail miles

Annual number of permits to fill wetlands Balanced Economy and Land ENR H20 Supply Annual number of permits to fill wetlands
Maximum pollution standard index Balanced Economy and Land ENR H20 Supply Maximum pollution standard index
Number of historic preservation properties Balanced Economy and Land Culture Historic Landmarks

Number of brown fields cleaned/ remediation letters issued Balanced Economy and Land ENR H20 Supply
Unused capacity of brownfields (i.e. with potential for use, remediation 
letter issued)

Business friendly environment, taxation on businesses Balanced Economy and Land Economic Competitiveness
Cost of Doing Business (business friendliness - perhaps days of delay 
before a business can open)

New housing starts Balanced Economy and Land Housing New Construction
Income Spread/equity Balanced Economy and Land Economic Competitiveness Income Spread
Grants received both public and private Capacity Building Civic Involvement Number and Value of Grants Received (Public and Private)
# of NPO’s, NGO’s other Community Based Organizations. Capacity Building Civic Involvement Community Organizations (participation, per capita, etc.)

Community participation Capacity Building Civic Involvement
Voter Registration, Voter Turnout, Open Meetings, Volunteerism, 
Charitable Donations, Use of Public Facilities

Access to information and communication technical equipment – internet, 
pc networks, internet access Capacity Building Civic Involvement

Opportunities for civic information (newspapers?, internet traffic to civic 
information sites)

Broadband Connectivity Capacity Building Civic Involvement
High school graduation rates Education/Workforce Development and Job Training Education Drop Out/Graduation Rate by cohort
Post-secondary school enrollment rates Education/Workforce Development and Job Training Education School Enrollment (K-12, Higher Education)
Higher education degrees awarded Education/Workforce Development and Job Training Education Quality of Higher Education - Degrees Awarded
Literacy and numeracy rates Education/Workforce Development and Job Training Education Adult Literacy Rate & Adult numeracy Rate
Employment rate of workforce development program participants Education/Workforce Development and Job Training Economic Competitiveness Workforce Development - Placements Resulting from Programs
Participation in workforce development program Education/Workforce Development and Job Training Economic Competitiveness Workforce Development - Participation in Programs

% of high school age (16-20 yrs old?) students in school, training or work Education/Workforce Development and Job Training Economic Competitiveness
Education attainment of the current and future workforce Education/Workforce Development and Job Training Economic Competitiveness
Number of post secondary degrees awarded and % of the working age 
population Education/Workforce Development and Job Training Economic Competitiveness
Some measure of occupational,  licenses and certificates awarded that 
don’t require a BA Education/Workforce Development and Job Training Economic Competitiveness
Number of college graduates with degrees in science and math and 
population and % of the working age population Education/Workforce Development and Job Training Economic Competitiveness
Job vacancy rates by occupation and sector (hardest to fill) Education/Workforce Development and Job Training Economic Competitiveness
Full/Part-time employment Education/Workforce Development and Job Training Economic Competitiveness
Self employed population and wages Education/Workforce Development and Job Training Economic Competitiveness
Number and % of people who complete publicly supported workforce 
development and employment services. Education/Workforce Development and Job Training Economic Competitiveness
Percent of people who improve their employment after participating in 
publicly supported workforce development and employment services. Education/Workforce Development and Job Training Economic Competitiveness
Access of disadvantaged students to financial aid for post secondary 
education Education/Workforce Development and Job Training Economic Competitiveness
School business partnerships Education/Workforce Development and Job Training Economic Competitiveness
Cost of subsidies versus jobs provided Education/Workforce Development and Job Training Economic Competitiveness

School funding structure, property tax switching Education/Workforce Development and Job Training Education

Education (School) Funding, Cost of Education, Funding Referendum 
Success, & Private funding to education (private schools, private 
contributions)

Language Capacity, languages Education/Workforce Development and Job Training Education
Bilingual education programs, Speakers of multiple languages, 
Languages Spoken at Home

Cost of doing business Balanced Economy and Land Economic Competitiveness Cost of Doing Business
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Economic and Community Development Indicators: 5/20/2008

Trade flows Inward Investment Economic Competitiveness
Venture capital Inward Investment Economic Competitiveness Availability of venture capital
No of R&D facilities Inward Investment Economic Competitiveness # of R&D Facilities
Number of businesses retained Inward Investment Economic Competitiveness New Businesses Retained
Number of new business starts Inward Investment Economic Competitiveness New Businesses (starts)
Loans made to small businesses Inward Investment Economic Competitiveness Loans made to small businesses
Venture capital investment Inward Investment Economic Competitiveness Venture Capital Invested in the Region ($)
Volume of goods exported Inward Investment Economic Competitiveness Foreign Trade & Volume of Goods Exported
Net employment growth** Inward Investment Economic Competitiveness Jobs (opportunity, per capita, etc.)
FDI—foreign direct investments Inward Investment Economic Competitiveness FDI—foreign direct investments
Gross Regional Product (export-import) Inward Investment Economic Competitiveness Net exports/imports
Multinational banks and corporations. New, expanded etc Inward Investment Economic Competitiveness Multinational banks and corporations. New, expanded etc

Innovation Inward Investment Economic Competitiveness
Patents, Availability of venture capital, Investment in R&D, Venture 
Capital Invested in the Region ($)

Transit availability Transportation Transportation Available mode options (including pedestrian and bicycle)
Freight congestions Transportation Trans or Econ
Number of trucks on toll way (hourly, daily, peak times) Transportation Trans or Econ
Number of truck shipments through the region per year Transportation Trans or Econ
Delay times at intermodal yards, trucks, trains Transportation Trans or Econ
Number of freight trains through the region Transportation Trans or Econ
Intermodal volume, highway truckload volume, total loads Transportation Trans or Econ
Intermodal and highway revenues Transportation Trans or Econ
Logistics as percent of GDP or GSP Transportation Trans or Econ
Commodity flows Transportation Trans or Econ
Tonnage traveled to and from region by freight, truck, and air Transportation Trans or Econ

The Intermodal Advisory Task Force and its CMAP Staff Liason are 
researching a subset of freight indicators in terms of quality as well as 
data availability.  CMAP staff will keep the committee updated on the 

progess of that research at subsequent meetings.
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