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By Editorial
What a difference seven years makes. Back in April 2006, Riverside was on the verge of accepting a
comprehensive plan for the village's central business district — one that called for increased multifamily
residential properties. The plan specifically called for four-story mixed-use buildings to create a bustling
downtown whose residents would use Metra —which paid for the plan — to commute to the Loop.
The ambitious plan even contemplated a parking structure and a boutique hotel where the old Youth Center
still sits. And to fund the implementation of the plan, the authors suggested a TIF district.
It was, in many ways, the embodiment of the real estate bubble economy. And the so-called transit-oriented
development plan burst along with the economy.
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A year ago, Riverside embarked on another comprehensive planning process for its downtown, this time led
not by a commuter rail agency with increased ridership in mind, but the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for
Planning as part of its Local Technical Assistance program.
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While some of the plan, which was on display yesterday evening at the township hall, is familiar to those who
remember the TOD — improving signage and leveraging the village's history to promote tourism, for example
— its touch is relatively light and fits more closely with CMAP's goal of creating sustainable communities.
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For one thing, the scale envisioned by the CMAP plan is nowhere near that imagined by the TOD. It supports
"context-sensitive redevelopment," bed-and-breakfasts instead of a hotel, a more pedestrian-friendly
business corridor and a green approach to both tourism and promoting commuting by train (something which
should still make Metra happy).
The plan is at its most ambitious in its support for developing tourism for the village by expanding support for
the Riverside Museum, the possibility of a water tower observation deck and the potential for constructing a
community/recreation center at the Youth Center site.
While those kinds of recommendations may seem pie in the sky at this point, they reflect the difference in
focus that the CMAP plan has compared to the TOD plan. While the TOD plan urged large-scale private
development, the CMAP plan focuses strongly on the role of public development to help revitalize the private
commercial district.
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It's the kind of development a community can more closely control and mold to its vision of itself instead of
having that vision imposed on the community. Of course, Riverside will forever debate exactly what its shared
vision is going to be, and not everyone is going to agree.
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The CMAP plan can at least serve as a new starting point for that discussion — without TIF districts, fourstory buildings, parking garages or Swan Pond gazebos getting in the way.
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I attended those mtgs. in 2008 and recall the Planners pushing condos. Four-story buildings are not so bad--we have
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them now. Replacing paved lots and substandard buildings with new buildings and covered parking would attract tenants
and small business to our downtown. I can quickly count 5 buildings that don't fit plus a couple large asphalt lots that could
stand to be redeveloped over time.

By Tax time
Posted: March 24th, 2013 11:29 PM

On: District 208 board member touts...

Contact us | Classifieds | Photo store | Real Estate | Comment Policy
To view any of the other publications owned and operated by Wednesday Journal, Inc., click on the appropriate title.

Wednesday Journal | Forest Park Review | Riverside Brookfield Landmark | Austin Weekly News | Chicago Parent Magazine
© 2013 Wednesday Journal Inc. | Developed by Zero Degree Production | Powered by Snowflake

