DRAFT
Freight Committee Meeting Minutes
September 19, 2011
Offices of the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP)
Cook County Conference Room
233 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 800, Chicago, Illinois
Committee Members:

Absent:

Staff Present:
Others Present:

Randy Thomas – Illinois Trucking Association (Chairman), David Chandler –
CNT, Chalen Daigle – McHenry County Council of Mayors, Reggie Greenwood
– SSMMA, Pat Killinger – Will County Highway Department, Steve Lazzara –
Will County Land Use Dept., Dean Mentjes – FHWA, Floyd Miras – USDOT
Maritime Admin, Libby Ogard – Prime Focus, Laurence Rohter – IIT, Herbert
Smith – Norfolk Southern,
Wes Lujan – Union Pacific Railroad (Chairman), Joe Alonzo – City of Chicago,
David Grewe – UP/CTCO, Rob Hoffman – IIT, Lee Hutchins – AECOM, Earl
Wacker – URS Corporation
Brett Baden, Don Kopec, Tom Murtha, Dan Rice
Allison Bos – Southwest Council of Mayors, Bernardo Bustamante – FHWA,
Chris DiPalma – FHWA, Holly Lown – Metra, Marty Mueller – Knight E/A,
Michael Olson – IDOT (by phone), DeAnna Smith – IDOT, Erika Witzke –
Cambridge Systematics

1.0 Call to Order
Chairman Randy Thomas called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m.
2.0 Introductions
Committee members and other attendees introduced themselves.
3.0 Agenda Changes and Announcements
None
4.0 Approval of Minutes – March
The meeting minutes for March and July were approved.
5.0 Truck Routes
5.1 Local Government Reporting Requirement
Mr. Olson, from the Bureau of Operations at IDOT in Springfield, reported on IDOT’s plans to
implement recent legislation concerning truck routes. Mr. Olson explained that the legislation
requires local governments to report “designated” and “preferred” truck routes to the Illinois
Department of Transportation. The legislation further requires that IDOT post the routes on its web
site.

Mr. Olson explained that, to implement the legislation, IDOT is developing a web application
whereby local governments will be able to directly enter the routes onto a map. IDOT, then, would
be able to post these submittals directly to its web site.
Committee members asked about the schedule. Mr. Olson indicated that the application is
expected to be available in spring, 2012. Committee members also asked about restrictions. Mr.
Olson responded that the submittal system would not include restrictions, but added that bridge
postings, low clearances, and other restrictions were already available for truck route data
providers.
Mr. Olson and Mr. Murtha discussed how the MPO process can assist. Mr. Murtha noted that the
designated and preferred truck routes now approved were not necessarily the best routes, nor were
approved systems complete; CMAP might assist communities in their process to designate such
routes. Communities can prepare for the coming IDOT data request. Furthermore, Mr. Olson said
that communities can continue to submit designated truck routes using the old system until the new
system is in place. He indicated that the turn-around for posting current transmittals is usually
within a day.
Mr. Thomas thanked Mr. Olson for the information.
5.2 NHS Intermodal Freight Connectors
Mr. Murtha reported that CMAP had transmitted the latest update of NHS intermodal freight
connectors to IDOT. Mr. Greenwood was concerned about the de-designation of roads leading to
the now-closed gate north of 159th Street. Mr. Murtha responded that this was coordinated with
the railroad and with the local community, and that the route was not expected to be a major access
point for terminal-bound traffic in the future. He noted that, should the community wish to develop
industrial uses in the area, a local “Class II truck route” would be a more appropriate designation.
Mr. Murtha went on to state that field-data was being collected about several NHS routes assigned
to closed facilities and gates. The data would help determine whether these routes should be dedesignated or reassigned to other terminals. Mr. Murtha pointed to the map showing the data
collection completed to date.
5.3 Chicago DOT Truck Route Study
On behalf of Mr. Alonzo, Mr. Murtha reported that the City was reviewing the proposals for its truck
route study. The City hoped to announce the selected firm soon.
6.0 At-Grade Highway-Rail Crossing Motorist Delay Measurement
Mr. Murtha reported on discussions with BNSF Railway staff and ICC staff regarding motorist delay
at railroad crossings. Following the last meeting, Ms. Casler of the BNSF had explained to Mr.
Murtha that the improvement the rail industry had offered on motorist delay estimate by the ICC
was to measure the variation in gate-down time by time of day by the type of service (passenger or
freight-only). Mr. Murtha noted that the data collected was only for a limited number of crossings,
but could be applied more broadly given the line-based characteristics of the rail services (the points
of measurement are not statistically independent). Mr. Murtha said CMAP is intending to apply the
rail industry data to improve delay estimates.
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Mr. Murtha stated that another improvement was to apply measurements of traffic flow across the
rail crossings in delay estimates. These measurements would provide a better measure of how
quickly queues clear. Mr. Murtha said that the data collected so far indicated that the queues at
railroad crossings lasted far longer than the gates were physically closed. Mr. Murtha stated that
this data collection would wrap up soon and that the analysis would continue.
7.0 Project and Issue Updates
7.1 CMAQ Programming
Mr. Murtha reported that final approval of the CMAQ program was expected in October. He stated
that the proposed program included highway improvements along several corridors that would
improve travel conditions for the trucking industry.
7.2 CMAQ Diesel Emissions Reduction Projects
Mr. Murtha reported that all but one of the approved rail diesel projects were progressing. Mr.
Smith stated the Norfolk Southern Corporation had issues with the agreement IDOT had proposed,
but hoped to be able to resolve these issues.
7.3 Freight Cluster Drill-Down
Mr. Baden gave the committee an update of the freight cluster drill-down. He explained that the
intent of the drill-down was to identify opportunities for strategic investments and policy solutions
to promote economic growth. The analysis included data collection regarding employment and
work force analysis, economic multipliers, connections to other industries, and other economic data.
The process included validation by checking results with the industry. He stated that, to do so, 30
companies and organizations were interviewed.
Mr. Baden reviewed preliminary findings by industry and occupation with the committee. He
reviewed findings by industry and occupation.
7.4 Freight Snapshot
Mr. Murtha stated that staff was addressing comments about the draft freight snapshot material
posted at the Freight Snapshot site, http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/freight-snapshot. He stated that
comments and corrections are still welcome.
7.5 Chicago Area Waterway System
No new information was reported for the waterway system at this time.
7.6 CMAP Advanced Model Development
Mr. Murtha said that the contract for the meso-scale model was complete. A presentation was
expected in November.
7.7 CMAP Senior Freight Planner Recruitment
Mr. Murtha stated that recruitment for this position had ended, and that no “freight planner” would
not be hired. Other options were being pursued to meet CMAP needs in this area.
7.8 Illinois Transportation District Authority Act
Mr. Murtha stated that recruitment for this position had ended, and that no “freight planner” would
be hired. Other options were being pursued to meet CMAP needs in this area.
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8.0 Other Business
No other business was reported.
11.0 2011 Meeting Dates
The following meeting dates were established: November 14 [later changed back to November 21].
12.0 Adjournment
Mr. Thomas adjourned the meeting at approximately 11:30 a.m.
Respectfully submitted by Tom Murtha
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