Application form:
Community Planning Program and
Local Technical Assistance Program
DEADLINE: Noon on Thursday, June 26, 2014
This application form is online at www.rtachicago.com/applications. You may submit the form by email
to applications@rtachicago.com.
Upon receipt of application, you will receive an e-mail verifying that your application has been received.

1. Name of Applicant:
The Village of Calumet Park Il
2. Main Contact for Application (please include name, phone number and email):
Robin Streets
Alternative: Mary Ryan
708 389-0861 ext 148
708 388-8072
rstreets@calumetparkvillage.org
mryan@calumetparkvillage.org
3. Type of Applicant (please check any that apply):
__X__ Local government
____ Multijurisdictional group*

Please list the members of the group (including
government and nongovernmental organizations):
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

____ Nongovernmental organization*

Name of local government partner(s):
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

*Applications submitted by multijurisdictional groups and nongovernmental organizations must include
a letter indicating support from each relevant local government. See the FAQs for more information.
Nongovernmental applicants are strongly encouraged to contact CMAP or the RTA prior to submitting
their application to discuss their project and the demonstration of local support.

4. Project Type (please check any that apply):
Please check all statements below that describe characteristics of your project. (This will help us
determine whether your project is best handled by CMAP or RTA.)
__X__ My project involves preparation of a plan.
____ My project helps to implement a past plan.
__X__ My project links land use, transportation, and housing.
__X__ My project has direct relevance to public transit and supports the use of the existing transit
system.
____ My project is not directly related to transportation or land use, but implements GO TO 2040 in
other ways.
5. Project Location:
Please provide a brief description of the location of your project. You may include a map if that helps to
describe location, but this is not required. If your project helps to implement a past plan, please include
a link to that plan.
This project will be located entirely within the city limits of Calumet Park Illinois

6. Project Description:
Please tell us what you would like to do in your community, and what assistance is needed. If you
have more than one idea, please submit a separate application for each project. Please be specific, but
also brief (less than two pages per project idea)—we simply want to have a basic understanding of what
you want to do. CMAP and RTA staff will follow-up with you if we need any additional information to
fully understand your proposed project.
(Please include any additional information that is relevant, preferably by providing links to online
documents.)
As a municipality whose current comprehensive plan was adopted back in 1989, the Village of Calumet
Park is seeking assistance updating our comprehensive plan through your Local Technical Assistance
Program. Although our village lies adjacent to the southwestern border of the city of Chicago and has a
population of 7800, we have a relatively small tax base. Still recovering from the housing market crash
of 2008, our median household income is almost ten thousand dollars less than the Illinois state
average.
Our current comprehensive plan is severely antiquated and does not account for current economic
conditions, housing and demographic changes or regional projects underway. For instance, our
comprehensive plan from 1989 did not anticipate the current construction of our 911 Regional
Communications Center (which is being built on a former brownsfield site and is slated to be the anchor
of our Ashland avenue corridor as well as create at least 25 new jobs), the Raceway Park Shopping

complex on Ashland Ave, the major shopping center on 119th Marshfield or the proposed development
of a regional rowing center at Fays Point through a partnership between Calumet Park, Blue Island and
several other cities and private stake holders. An up to date comprehensive plan would provide a
number of benefits for the Village of Calumet Park and the region as a whole. For instance it will let
potential developers know exactly what we plan to develop in our city and what our time line is. This
plan will also serve as the foundation for decision making within the entire village and would be the
launching pad for further action such as changes in codes or ordinances. Funding efforts for community
projects would be strengthened as a result of having a current comprehensive plan as well as the
establishment of consensus within the community.
Even under our current constraints we have been able to implement some of the recommendations set
forth by the regional comprehensive plan such as preparing to enhance our only public park – Veterans
Park, rehabilitating the community recreation center, installing green infrastructure in the community as
an energy efficient and sustainable waste water management practice and maintaining our current
housing stock while increasing walk-ability.
It is imperative that we create and implement a plan that will allow us to deal with issues the village
currently faces while allowing us the flexibility to address future situations we may encounter. The
proposed Chicago Transit Authority Red Line South expansion project to 130th street and the new
Lakeside neighborhood that is currently being developed on southeast side of Chicago along the
lakefront has forced us to acknowledge that we simply cannot ignore changes within the region and the
various effects they will have on our community. The Lakeside development alone is anticipating at least
50,000 new residents over a 25-45 year time period. Both projects are expected to strengthen economic
development, enhance educational opportunities, retain current residents while attracting new ones
and upgrade connectivity within the region. The Calumet River connects us to these locations as well as
Park No. 564 – Marsh Park which is expected to begin construction in 2015 and will draw visitors from
different states throughout the midwest and possibly the country. We need to address the
environmental impact, new transportation needs, housing & development as well as our economic
strategy. An up-to-date comprehensive plan will provide us with an identity and the frame work
necessary to operate an efficient government that utilizes sustainable practices.

