Jeffery Schielke, Chairman
Mayor, City of Batavia
Kane/Kendall Council

Council of Mayors Executive Committee
Annotated Agenda
July 18, 2017 – 9:30 a.m.
CMAP, 233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 800
Cook County Conference Room

Leon Rockingham, Jr., 1st Vice
Chair
Mayor, City of North Chicago
Lake Council
Eugene Williams, 2nd Vice Chair
Mayor, Village of Lynwood
South Council
Sandy Frum
President, Village of Northbrook
North Shore Council

1.0

Call to Order and Introductions – Mayor Schielke

George Van Dusen
Mayor, Village of Skokie
North Shore Council

2.0

Agenda Changes and Announcements

Karen Darch
President, Village of Barrington
Northwest Council

3.0

Approval of Minutes – May 23, 2017
Action Requested: Approval

4.0

Transportation Programming Updates/Action Items
4.1 IDOT Bureau of Local Roads Update
The IDOT Bureau of Local Roads & Streets status sheets will be
distributed at the meeting.
Action Requested: Information

Al Larson
President, Village of Schaumburg
Northwest Council
Jeffrey Sherwin
Mayor, City of Northlake
North Central Council
Joseph Tamburino
Mayor, Village of Hillside
North Central Council
James Discipio
President, Village of LaGrange Park
Central Council

4.2 Surface Transportation Program – Locally Programmed (STP-L)
Expenditure Report
Staff will provide an update on Federal Fiscal Year 2017 STP-L
expenditures.
Action Requested: Information

Alice Gallagher
President, Village of Western
Springs
Central Council
Dave Brady
President, Village of Bedford Park
Southwest Council
John Mahoney
Mayor, Village of Palos Park
Southwest Council

4.3 Advanced Funding Requests
a) The North Shore Council is requesting advanced funding for
three projects totaling $2,776,384. If approved, the Council
will have a positive balance in Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2018.
b) The South Council is requesting advanced funding for three
projects totaling $1,206,000. If approved the Council will have
a positive balance in FFY 2018.
Action Requested: Approval

Michael Einhorn
President, Village of Crete
South Council
Len Austin
President, Village of Clarendon Hills
DuPage Council
Eric Spande
President, Village of Winfield
DuPage Council
Vacant
Kane/Kendall Council
Glenn Ryback
President, Village of Wadsworth
Lake Council
Richard Mack
President, Village of Ringwood
McHenry Council
Robert Nunamaker
President, Village of Fox River Grove
McHenry Council
Roger Claar
Mayor, Village of Bolingbrook
Will Council
Jim Holland
Mayor, Village of Frankfort
Will Council

5.0

Surface Transportation Program (STP) Agreement
The working group of stakeholders, including the Council of Mayors
Executive Committee officers, met on June 29th to consider a draft
proposal for allocating and programming STP-L funds. An update on
the progress of the working group will be presented.
Action Requested: Discussion

6.0

Update on LTA Call for Projects
Staff will provide an update on the 2017 Local Technical Assistance program Call for
Projects. The call ended on June 29; staff will brief the committee on the applications
received.
Action Requested: Information

7.0

ON TO 2050 Preview Report
As part of development of ON TO 2050, staff drafted a report to synthesize major initial
findings and recommendations of research, analysis, and strategy development efforts
completed thus far. The report introduces the guiding principles of the plan: resilience,
inclusive growth, and prioritized investment. Staff will present the draft report, which
was released for public comment on June 19.
Action Requested: Discussion

8.0

Bi-Monthly ON TO 2050 Report
The current status report on the progress of ON TO 2050 analyses is included in the
meeting materials.
Action Requested: Information

9.0

Other Business

10.0

Public Comment
This is an opportunity for comments from members of the audience. The amount of
time available to speak will be at the chair’s discretion.

11.0

Next Meeting
The next regular meeting is scheduled for October 24, 2017.

12.0

Adjourn
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Executive Committee and Elected Officials Present
Mayor Jeffrey Schielke, Chairman, Mayor Leon Rockingham Jr., 1st Vice Chair,
Mayor Eugene Williams, 2nd Vice Chair, President Karen Darch, President
Michael Einhorn, President Alice Gallagher, Mayor Jim Holland, President Glenn
Ryback, Mayor Jeffrey Sherwin, President John Skillman, President Erik Spande,
Mayor George Van Dusen, President Mary Werner
Others Present
Pat Barker, Jennifer Becker, Susan Borucki, Bruce Christensen, John Donovan,
Jackie Forbes, Mike Fricano, Pat Higgins, Tom Kelso, Mike Klemens, Dennis
Latto, Kelsey Mulhausen, Ed Paesel, Brian Pigeon, Chad Riddle, Mike Walczak
CMAP Staff Present
Alex Beata, John Carlisle, Anthony Cefali, Kama Dobbs, Jesse Elam, Leroy Kos,
Tom Kotarac, Tim McMahon, Tom Murtha, Ross Patronsky, Kevin Peralta,
Russell Pietrowiak, Gordon Smith, Joe Szabo, Barbara Zubek
1.0

Call to Order and Introductions
Mayor Schielke called the meeting to order at 9:34 a.m.

2.0

Agenda Changes and Announcements
Mayor Schielke welcomed President John Skillman of the Village of
Carpentersville and President Mary Werner of the Village of Worth. He
announced that Bruce Christensen is retiring at the end of June and
thanked him for his many years of service and dedication to the planning
liaison program.
Mayor Schielke announced the US DOT MPO Coordination and Planning
Area Reform rule was repealed. He thanked all of the councils and
municipalities that lobbied Congress on the region’s behalf and Senator
Duckworth, Representative Lipinski, and the entire Illinois delegation for
their bi-partisan leadership on the passage of the law to repeal the rule.

3.0

Approval of Minutes – January 10, 2017
President Ryback made a motion, seconded by President Einhorn, to approve the
minutes of the January 10, 2017 meeting. With all in favor, the motion carried.

4.0

Transportation Programming Updates/Action Items
4.1 IDOT Bureau of Local Roads Update
Mr. Riddle stated distributed a summary of the lettings. He announced that John Baczek
is the new Program Development Engineer in District 1. He announced the IDOT
District 1 Local Roads Letting Schedule and the Project Programming Information Form
have been updated. He gave a quick overview of the Local Roads Project Administration
Seminar that was held on May 16 and 17 and stated that the PowerPoint slides and
handouts are available of the IDOT website. Of particular note, quality-based selection
of engineering firms is now required.
4.2 Grant Accountability and Transparency Act (GATA)
Mr. Riddle announced that Grant Accountability and Transparency Act (GATA)
requirements will be in place for construction projects targeting the September 22, 2017
state letting and for any new agreements for engineering and right of way effective July
1, 2017. He stated that the processing of GATA agreements will follow the same
submittal and review procedures as the BLR 5310.
4.3 Surface Transportation Program – Locally Programmed (STP-L) Expenditure
Report
Mr. Pietrowiak announced that the suburban councils have obligated about $51 million
in STP-L funds in federal fiscal year 2017. If all projects go as planned, the amount
obligated at the end of the federal fiscal year will be about $81 million. He explained that
the suburban councils are allotted about $69 million every year and the unobligated
balance would be going down for the third year in a row.
4.4 Advanced Funding Requests
Mr. Pietrowiak provided a summary of the advanced funding requests and reported
that due to updated letting information provided by IDOT, the Will Council needs to
amend item c to request additional advance funding.
a) Mr. Pigeon requested advanced funding on behalf of the North Shore Council for
three projects totaling $292,907. The North Shore Council will have a positive balance in
Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2018. President Ryback made a motion to approve the request,
seconded by Mayor Sherwin; the motion carried.
b) Mr. Latto requested advanced funding on behalf of the South Council for twelve
projects totaling $5,276,984. The South Council will have a positive balance in FFY 2018.
Mayor Van Dusen made a motion to approve the request, seconded by Mayor Sherwin;
the motion carried.
c) Mr. Klemens stated the packet contained an informational letter about projects that
were granted advanced funding at the January meeting. He explained two project

phases are moving out of the current fiscal year and into FFY 2018 and three project
phases are moving into FFY 2017. He added that there is a new request based on
updated information from IDOT for $1 million in advanced funding for the Weber Road
at I-55 interchange construction project. He explained there are two contracts, one under
IDOT Local Roads that is moving forward, and one under the IDOT Division of
Highways, that total around $140 million. The $5.5 million in STP funding for both
contracts is leveraging a larger project for the region. The Will Council will have a
positive balance in FFY 2019. Mayor Van Dusen made a motion to approve the request,
seconded by President Darch; the motion carried.
5.0

Surface Transportation Program (STP) Agreement
Mr. Kotarac gave an update on the history of the STP agreement between the city of
Chicago and the suburban councils, the need to revisit the agreement, the schedule for
having a new agreement in place, and the composition of the working group discussing
the agreement.
Mr. Elam provided an overview of the progress of the working group, noting that the
group has agreed on Principles for Programming. He reported that the working group
heard about the programming practices of peer MPOs and briefly discussed that likely
options for our region range from a regional program, similar to CMAQ, to replacing the
negotiated city-suburban split and sub-allocation by council population with a more
performance-based allocation method. At the working group’s next meeting in June,
staff will present a proposal for discussion based on comments and ideas from the
working group and those heard today.
Mayor Sherwin stated that the CMAQ model for selecting projects is not a good idea
and that the local councils should select projects. President Spande commented that
needs-based allocation could be a reverse incentive, since locations that successfully
maintain their facilities will receive less funding. In response to a question from
President Spande, Mr. Elam noted that a CMAQ-like regional program would likely
include strong participation from the councils in the selection of projects. Mayor Van
Dusen stated that he agrees with Mayor Sherwin that local control is desired. In
response to a question from President Einhorn, Mr. Elam explained that the current
agreement calls for 5% of the approximately $135 million allocated to the region to be
programmed by the City of Chicago for projects benefiting both the City and suburbs,
and for 55% of the remaining funds to be allocated to the councils and 45% to the City of
Chicago. Mayor Schielke noted that at one time the City/suburban split was reversed.
Mayor Rockingham stated that although regional projects are necessary, they shouldn’t
take funding from locals, especially smaller municipalities that have maintenance needs.
Mr. Kotarac stated that as much as this process is a challenge it is also an opportunity
because the federal highway program sees growth in STP funding, which could bring
more STP funds to metropolitan regions. He also noted that this process provides an
opportunity to establish an agreement with IDOT on the true balance of funds for the
region.

President Darch agreed with the other mayors about the importance of the local
councils. She stated the councils have refined their own methods to ensure that local
projects that benefit the entire sub-region are considered. She stated that the local
programming element should be maintained in the process. Mayor Van Dusen asked if
there would be a meeting in September before the agreement is finalized. Mayor
Schielke replied that there is not currently a meeting scheduled, but one could be added.
President Einhorn asked about the status of functional classification changes by IDOT
and if the eligibility of projects for STP funding can be narrowed. Mr. Riddle replied that
functional classification changes are independent of this process and that all routes
classified as collectors or higher are eligible for funding but that currently each
individual council can determine specific eligibilities. President Einhorn stated that STP
funding should be used exclusively for roads, not for lighting and landscaping. He
added that considering pavement conditions when programming is a good idea because
roads that actually need work will be addressed. Mr. Riddle noted that all surface
transportation modes are eligible for federal funding and that some sources, like the
Transportation Alternatives Program, are specifically targeting enhancements, such as
lighting and landscaping. Mayor Sherwin added that these enhancements should not
use STP funding, and that local matching funds should pay the differential cost for
upgrades such as brick pavers in place of concrete.
6.0

LTA Project Profile
Mr. Carlisle gave a presentation about the ongoing Local Technical Assistance (LTA)
project to develop a comprehensive plan in Franklin Park. He highlighted the
transportation aspects of the project and explained how the LTA program can assist
with planning and implementation. He announced the LTA call for projects is currently
open and applications are due June 29. He noted that staff is available to discuss project
ideas before applications are submitted.

7.0

ON TO 2050: Financial Plan for Transportation Update
Mr. Beata provided an update on the development of the financial plan. He stated the
current forecast draft indicates that the region faces a $45.2 billion shortfall between the
forecasted core revenues and the forecasted cost to operate and maintain the system in
the current state over the planning period. As such, he discussed five proposals for
reasonably expected revenue sources for the ON TO 2050 financial plan, which include
increasing the state Motor Fuel Tax (MFT), indexing the rate to an inflationary measure,
and later replacing it with a vehicle miles traveled (VMT) fee; expanding the sales tax
base to include additional services; introducing a cost of freight service fee, developing a
regional revenue source such as a vehicle registration fee; and expansion of priced
parking.
President Einhorn asked how a VMT fee could be implemented and how out-of-state
drivers would pay for using Illinois facilities. Mr. Beata talked about the pilot program
in Oregon which uses a combination of strategies including transponders, manually
tracking and entering mileage, and a flat fee in lieu of tracking. He stated that a VMT

fee would benefit from a national approach, but transponders would be able to detect
location and charge accordingly.
8.0

Regional Expressway Vision
Mr. Murtha explained that IDOT and the Tollway requested that CMAP lead a project to
develop a multi-jurisdictional vision to guide future capital investments, coordinate
transportation operations, and recommend policy and management strategies for the
existing expressway system in northeastern Illinois. Mr. Murtha stated that the vision
only includes existing expressways and will be multi-modal in its approach, including
an emphasis on freight and transit. Mr. Murtha presented draft vision goal statements
and stated that staff will be coming out to the individual councils seeking feedback this
summer and fall. He welcomed additional feedback.

9.0

Other Business
There was no other business.

10.0

Public Comment
There was no public comment

11.0

Next Meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for July 18, 2017.

12.0

Adjournment
On a motion by Mayor Van Dusen, seconded by President Ryback, the meeting
adjourned at 11:17 a.m.
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The federal Surface Transportation Block
Grant Program (STBG) provides financing
for projects and is funded through Fixing America’s
Surface Transportation (FAST),
the federal transportation authorization bill.
As part of the STBG program, STP-L is
programmed locally and administered through
the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
(CMAP) and the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT). The City of Chicago
and each of the 11 subregional councils have a
self-determined method for selecting the most
beneficial projects. During development of the
method of project selection, the councils consider
policies from the GO TO 2040 comprehensive
regional plan. Each of metropolitan Chicago’s 11
subregional councils and the City of Chicago has
a Planning Liaison who coordinates the project
selection process with each council’s approval.

FFY 2017 STP-L summary
• 8
 3 project phases have been obligated in FFY
2017 using STP-L funds.
• $
 71.58 million or 27 percent of the region’s
programming mark has been obligated in FFY
2017. There are two more opportunities for
obligating funds in this federal fiscal year.
• T
 he region needs to continue to obligate
more than the new allotment to reduce the
unobligated balance, which was just over
$122 million to start FFY 2017.
• T
 he Council of Mayors Executive Committee
has approved advanced funding in FFY 2017
for 129 projects totaling $27.24 million or 10
percent of the region’s mark.
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FFY 17 Advance Funding Requests (7/18/17)
New Requests

TIP ID

Council

02-16-0014

North Shore

02-13-0004

North Shore

Location

Type of Project

Northfield Rd from
Willow Rd to Winnetka Rd
Central Ave from Green
Bay Rd to Sheridan Rd

Road
Reconstruction
Road
Reconstruction
Reconstruction,
Intersection &
Signal
Improvement

02-13-0002

North Shore

07-11-0055

South

Austin Ave from Lincoln
Ave to Oakton St
84th Ave from 159th St to
171st St

07-15-0018

South

Van Dam Rd at 162nd St

LAFO
Intersection
Improvement

South

Oak Park Ave from 159th
St to 167th St

Reconstruction

07-15-0006

Phase

Advance
Funding
Request

Scheduled
Project
Letting

Council
Balance
(if approved)

Council
Pay Back
FFY

E2

$89,687

N/A

($574,554)

18

E2

$372,414

N/A

($946,968)

18

C/CE

$2,314,283

11/17/2017

($3,261,251)

18

C/CE

$1,030,000

9/22/2017

($5,757,541)

18

E2

$116,000

N/A

($5,873,541)

18

E2

$60,000

N/A

($5,933,541)

18

New Requests Total
North Shore's annual STP allotment = $3,968,555
South's annual STP allotment = $6,327,698

$3,982,384

Notes

Summary of Local Technical Assistance (LTA) Applications
July 12, 2017
CMAP has established the Local Technical Assistance (LTA) program to direct resources to
communities to pursue planning work that helps to implement GO TO 2040. In conjunction
with the RTA’s Community Planning program, CMAP held a call for LTA projects in spring
and summer 2017. Applications were due on June 29, 2017.
The remainder of this document provides basic statistics about the applications received,
describes the project selection process, and includes short summaries of each project submitted.
CMAP’s understanding of some of these projects may change through discussions with the
applicants, so the descriptions and figures in this document should be considered preliminary.

Basic application statistics and comparisons to previous years
In total, 80 applications were submitted by 69 different applicants to the LTA program. An
additional 13 applications were submitted to the RTA for consideration through their
Community Planning program. Details of the projects being reviewed by the RTA are available
on their website.
This is the sixth year that CMAP has offered the LTA program, so comparisons to the first five
years of the program may be useful. (The 2016 program year was cancelled due to the State
budget impasse). The number of applications received was roughly comparable to the average
from past years.

Projects submitted
Applicants

2017

2015

2014

2013

2012

80
69

72
61

104
77

67
58

109
88

Average,
2012-17
86
71

Project types this year showed some variation from past years. Subarea or corridor plans were
the most common types of plans this year, with 27 applications. 15 transportation-related plans
were submitted this year, a decline from 24 in the previous application round, but many of the
corridor plans included significant transportation components. Very few environmentallyfocused plans were submitted as stand-alone projects, although many other applications did
have environmental components.
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Project type or topic

2017

2015

2014

2013

2012

Subarea or corridor plan
Transportation plan
Comprehensive plan
Zoning
Sustainability or other
environmental focus
Housing
Other

27
15
13
11

17
24
13
6

18
17
14
20

14
14
12
7

20
16
22
12

Average,
2012-17
19
17
15
11

2
4
8

5
3
4

11
0
24

6
2
21

19
6
14

9
3
14

Applicants were from across the region, from all Counties. The chart below shows applications
received by geography, using County and Council of Mayors boundaries. Projects were placed
in multiple geographies if they crossed geographic boundaries. (For example, applications from
the City of Aurora, which is partially within DuPage, Kane, Kendall, and Will, is counted in the
totals of all four of these Counties.) This year, more applications were received from Will
County than any other geography (16), followed by applications from the City of Chicago (14).
Geography

2017

2015

2014

2013

2012

Chicago

14

9

17

7

14

Average,
2012-17
12

North / Northwest Cook
West Cook
Southwest Cook
South Cook

7
9
5
12

7
9
5
16

9
4
8
23

4
10
1
7

17
13
7
18

9
9
5
15

DuPage
Kane
Kendall
Lake
McHenry
Will

10
9
6
8
10
16

6
3
0
8
8
13

20
10
4
8
14
13

7
5
4
10
7
4

11
16
4
14
7
4

11
8
4
10
9
10

Regional

0

1

2

1

9

3

Some applicants have had past experience with the LTA program. Of the 69 applicants, 40 have
already submitted at least one successful application in past years; some of them have
submitted follow-up projects, and others have submitted entirely new ideas. The remaining 29
are new to the LTA program. Some (11) have submitted before but have not yet been
successful, and the others (18) are entirely new applicants, although some of these have
participated in past multijurisdictional projects.
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Local match requirements
Match rates vary between 5% and 20%, depending on community need. Based on initial
analysis, it appears that 37 applications, or slightly fewer than half of the total, were determined
to have “low” or “very low” need, meaning that they would pay the full match of 20%.
Between 12 and 17 applications are classified in each of the remaining categories – “moderate”,
“high”, and “very high” need – with match rates of 15%, 10%, and 5%, respectively. This
distribution of match rates is similar to past years, and demonstrates that the local match rates
have not precluded higher-need communities from applying.

Selection criteria
Criteria for the LTA program include alignment of the project with the recommendations of GO
TO 2040 and ON TO 2050; local need for assistance; feasibility and ability to implement;
collaboration with other groups, including neighboring governments and nongovernmental
groups; input from relevant Counties and Councils of Government (COGs); and geographic
balance. CMAP will continue to pay particular attention to the criteria involving feasibility and
ability to implement, in line with the overall focus on directing resources to plans that will be
implemented.

Review process and timeline
Applications for the LTA program were due on June 29, and will be presented to the CMAP
Board and MPO Policy Committee for approval in October. In July and August, a summary of
applications received will be shared with CMAP’s working committees for discussion and
comment. The same will occur with other stakeholder groups, including technical assistance
providers, transit agencies, Counties, the City of Chicago, COGs, and others. Comments can
also be sent directly to CMAP; please email Tony Manno at tmanno@cmap.illinois.gov or call
312-386-8606 with direct comments on any projects. All stakeholders are requested to provide
comments to CMAP by Friday, August 25.
Recommendations will be discussed with CMAP’s Transportation committee on September 29.
Recommendations will be brought to the CMAP Board and MPO Policy Committee at their
meetings in October. The Programming Coordinating Committee will discuss the
recommendations immediately prior to the Board meeting on October 11, and also may have a
special meeting to review the applications in more detail in mid-September (scheduling TBD).
Following the Board and MPO meetings, CMAP will work closely with the sponsors of selected
projects to handle any needed administrative work, develop full project scopes and schedules,
and get projects started. It is expected that newly selected projects will be initiated on a rolling
basis beginning in late 2017 and early 2018.

3

2017 Project descriptions
Projects are organized by geography. Please note that not all projects below are entirely
consistent with the purpose of CMAP’s local programs, and more information is needed to fully
understand many of them; project proposals are described regardless of eligibility and
completeness. Any suggested edits to these descriptions should be sent to Tony Manno at
tmanno@cmap.illinois.gov. Full applications are available on CMAP’s LTA webpage.

City of Chicago
Bridgeport and Canaryville Community Plan Group
 Develop a comprehensive plan that promotes sustainable business, retail, and economic
development, strengthens local educational and cultural institutions, and builds on area
assets including housing stock, access to public transportation, and resident population.
Chicago Office of Budget and Management (OBM)
 Assist with the development of the 2020-2025 Consolidated Plan required by U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The City requests assistance in
conducting a needs assessment and market analysis in affordable housing, community
development and homelessness, creating community area maps to highlight identified
needs, and improving public and stakeholder engagement in the Plan development.
Coalition for a Better Chinese American Community (CBCAC)
 Conduct a parking management study in line with the 2015 Community Vision Plan for
Chinatown. With limited space available for growth in Chinatown and few
opportunities for development, it is increasingly important to fully determine the
amount and type of metered, restricted, and unrestricted parking, and identify
opportunities for shared parking.
Far South Community Development Corporation
 Develop a Comprehensive Plan for the Roseland Medical District. The plan will focus
on strategic partnerships and developments on land use and zoning, economic
development, transportation assets including CTA rail and bus terminals, Roseland
Community Hospital, nearby business corridors, and housing.
Greater Chatham Initiative (GCI)
 Creation of a ‘Downtown Chatham’ Retail Corridor Revitalization and Economic
Development Plan. CMAP assistance is specifically requested for: (1) planning for a
new creative identity for an ethnically distinct retail corridor similar to Chinatown and
Pilsen; (2) identifying, attracting and sustaining a diversity of businesses for a familyfriendly area; (3) creating a place-based business incubator to support local businesses in
Downtown Chatham; (4) improving Downtown Chatham safety for younger families,
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older residents, local customers, employees and tourists; and (5) developing a business
attraction and retention approach.
Greater Ravenswood Chamber of Commerce (GRCC)
 Assistance conducting a corridor study to understand demographics and retail market
demand in order to produce recommendations related to economic development, land
use, and quality of life improvements along Lawrence Avenue from Clark Street to
Leavitt.
Illinois International Port District (IIPD)
 Create a Comprehensive Port Study that would explore the advancement of existing
plans for area transportation, land and water conservation, recreation and regional
tourism, and other infrastructure issues that would simultaneously advance the interests
of IIPD and the community.
Lakeview Citizens Council
 Develop a Comprehensive Community Plan for Chicago’s Lakeview neighborhood.
The committee’s goal is to create a plan for Lakeview that will help guide real estate
development, business development, and open space by articulating a clear vision for
the community’s future. LCC is specifically interested in incorporating more transitoriented development and better open/green space within the neighborhood.
McKinley Park Development Council
 Assistance developing a neighborhood plan to help craft development guidelines to
promote transit-oriented development, job creation, enhanced walkability, ongoing
affordability, and services and amenities to the neighborhood. This plan would focus on
maximizing the existing transit and transportation network, reinvigorate the central
manufacturing district, revive/reimagine the 35th Street retail corridor, and engage the
community to create both common ground and a shared vision for the future.
North Avenue District (also West Cook County)
 The North Avenue District, in partnership with the Village of Oak Park, seeks assistance
developing an economic development plan for the North Avenue corridor to guide and
coordinate new development and business recruitment efforts by the Village and 29th
Ward Economic Development Committee. The plan will focus on ways to improve the
corridor streetscape/branding, provide guidance on potential financial incentives to
attract development, and inform the upcoming CDOT transportation study.
Northwest Side Housing Center (NWSHC)
 The NWSHC would like to develop a business and economic development plan for the
Belmont-Cragin neighborhood that implements their 2016 LISC Quality of Life plan.
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Roseland, Ninth Ward Greater Roseland Community Coalition
 Develop a Corridor and Pedestrian Improvement Plan which aims to redesign the 107th
and Dr. Martin Luther King Drive intersection, enhance walking and pedestrian
amenities, and improve access to the Metra via a pedestrian improvement plan that
addresses pedestrian safety, beautification and parks, and business improvements.
University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC)
 UIC proposes to launch a collaborative planning process focused on developing an
environmentally friendly industrial corridor plan for the Lake Calumet region. This
effort will be coordinated by the recently designated Economic Development
Administration University Center at UIC. This center provides technical assistance,
capacity building, and research assistance to initiatives that enhance green development
in Cook County with a focus on the Calumet region. With coordinated efforts, this plan
aims to bring new jobs to the region, meet the needs of industry, and provide economic
stimulus for the region – all with an emphasis on the green economy.
Uptown United
 Develop an affordable housing plan that utilizes comprehensive data on housing
affordability in Uptown and evidence-based best practices from other communities to
develop guiding policy for Uptown United to use when evaluating development
proposals.

North / Northwest Cook
Cook County Department of Planning and Development and Zoning Board of Appeals (also
West Cook, South Cook, and Southwest Cook)
 Update the Cook County Comprehensive Land Use and Policies Plan to address new
challenges brought on by change in demographics, development expansion,
environmentally sensitive areas, and annexation of unincorporated areas.
Des Plaines
 Conduct a Downtown Parking and Traffic Circulation Study. The study will assess the
feasibility of reintroducing two-way streets in the downtown and identify parking
problems and parking management strategies to spur development in the downtown
area.
Evanston
 Assistance developing a multi-modal transportation corridor plan along Chicago
Avenue to build upon the recommendations and action steps identified in the 2014
Evanston Bike Plan update, the 2000 Evanston Chicago Avenue Corridor Plan, the 2010
Northwest Municipal Conference Bicycle Plan, and the 2014 Evanston Main Street TOD
Plan. This plan would link these past efforts to improve the streetscape to accommodate
bicycles, identify funding mechanisms, establish best practices for collaborating with
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transit agencies to connect/expand/improve service, and build consensus for
implementation.
Hanover Park (also DuPage County)
 Assistance updating the Comprehensive Plan. The update will focus on four areas: (1)
identify alternative funding options to construct the I-390 extension; (2) address
economically disconnected areas and identify strategies to bring higher income, jobs,
and education opportunities; (3) incorporate policies to implement strategies in the
Village Center Plan and TOD plans to revitalize downtown and plan for future growth;
and (4) assess and provide linkages between all plans affecting Hanover Park developed
by overlapping jurisdictions to help holistically connect regional issues, eliminate
conflicts and present an overall plan for the entire community.
Mount Prospect
 Create an updated Comprehensive Subarea plan for the South Mount Prospect subarea.
The plan will build off of the original South Mount Prospect Subarea Plan adopted in
2009, as well as the Public Transportation System Plan adopted in 2009, both of which
originally hinged on a Star Line Station development project in the area, which is no
longer active. The Village has annexed around 220 acres of land within the subarea since
2009, which provides new opportunities to address some of the outstanding needs in the
area, including completing sidewalks, providing and improving access to recreation,
and identifying key sites catalyst projects and creating third places in the community.
Northwest Municipal Conference (NWMC) (also DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry)
 The NWMC is looking to produce a multi-modal transportation plan that includes
bicycle and pedestrian planning, as well as improving access to transit throughout the
region. Building on previous bicycle planning work and relying on the work of the
Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee, municipal staff and elected officials, this new plan
will act as a guide for planning and implementing a multi-modal network in the NWMC
service area.
Skokie
 The Village of Skokie and the representatives of the Westfield Old Orchard Shopping
Center would like assistance with a Site Specific Development Plan. Already a mixeduse, the plan will consider alternate futures, including incorporating residential housing
and broader entertainment uses into its mix of uses. In addition, consideration will be
given to transportation alternatives, and implementing Skokie’s new Complete Streets
Policy. The proposed plan will examine the implementation of mixed-use development
in the area, and greater integration of and enhancements to this major public
transportation hub.
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West Cook
Berkeley
 Update the corridor plan for St. Charles Road, which was first adopted in the 1999
Comprehensive Plan. The city requests technical assistance with developing an updated
plan that reflects current economic development and retail trends for their community,
including enhancing accessibility to transportation and transit modes for businesses and
residents.


Update the zoning code to reflect the character of the community as well as short and
long term plans of the Board related to the Village’s industrial areas, St. Charles Road
Corridor, and aging infrastructure.

Cook County Department of Planning and Development and Zoning Board of Appeals (also
North/Northwest Cook, South Cook, and Southwest Cook)
 Update the Cook County Comprehensive Land Use and Policies Plan to address new
challenges brought on by change in demographics, development expansion,
environmentally sensitive areas, and annexation of unincorporated areas.
Cook County Forest Preserves
 Conduct a feasibility study for Des Plaines River Trail-South to determine future
alignment alternatives for an extension of the Des Plaines River Trail from North
Avenue to Ogden Avenue and to build a Des Plaines River Trail coalition. The project
will fill the gap in the trail system where the Union Pacific Railroad runs through the
Forest Preserves and bisects the Des Plaines River Trail. Seeks CMAP assistance
specifically to: convene an advisory committee of local municipalities, major
stakeholders, and transportation agencies; identify a timeline, budget, and
implementation plan for the trail; and help stakeholders determine short, medium and
long range tasks for their agencies.
Forest Park
 Assistance with a feasibility study for a Cultural Music and Art Park on 8.5 acres of
village-owned land adjacent to the CTA Blue Line terminus and a multi-unit
condo/townhome development.
Indian Head Park
 The Village of Indian Head Park seeks to review and update its existing zoning
ordinance to include more commercial land use. The village would like to see a 10 acre
commercial corridor converted into a Transit Oriented Development, which would
ideally attract more mixed-use development. The village would like to be completely
transparent with the local community, which they wish to actively involve in the major
policy change decision.
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Maywood
 The Village of Maywood requests access to Sketchup diagrams (similar to what CMAP
developed for the City of Berwyn) to make their recently adopted Zoning ordinance user
friendly. This can be a library of sorts – allowing Maywood to access and modify (via
Sketchup) and use the models, either in an official capacity as an adopted part of the
zoning ordinance, or simply as handouts illustrating the ordinance for residents and
developers.
North Avenue District (also City of Chicago)
 The North Avenue District, in partnership with the Village of Oak Park, seeks assistance
developing an economic development plan for the North Avenue corridor to guide and
coordinate new development and business recruitment efforts by the Village and 29th
Ward Economic Development Committee. The plan will focus on ways to improve the
corridor streetscape/branding, provide guidance on potential financial incentives to
attract development, and inform the upcoming CDOT transportation study.
Summit
 The Village of Summit requests assistance with a village-wide zoning ordinance update
to incorporate recommendations from the CMAP-funded Comprehensive Plan, adopted
in 2015.

South Cook
Calumet Park
 Develop a comprehensive plan that specifically addresses flooding, economic
development, housing, and transportation. Since the November 2016 planning priorities
report conducted by CMAP, the Village has passed or completed a Complete Streets
Policy, CNT’s RainReady Plan, and a Capital Improvement Priorities Workshop.
Cook County Bureau of Economic Development
 Assistance in completing Phase 2 of the South Suburban Economic Growth Initiative
(SSEGI). Phase 1 of the SSEGI has been completed with 2015 LTA, and Phase 2 seeks to
expand stakeholder engagement, refine strategies identified in Phase 1, and begin
implementation of programs that are quick to launch, high-impact, and relatively low
cost. Specific CMAP roles include: creation of a "Development Authority,"
transportation and freight planning, land use analysis, and stakeholder engagement.
Cook County Department of Planning and Development and Zoning Board of Appeals (also
North/Northwest Cook, West Cook, and Southwest Cook)
 Update the Cook County Comprehensive Land Use and Policies Plan to address new
challenges brought on by change in demographics, development expansion,
environmentally sensitive areas, and annexation of unincorporated areas.
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Lynwood
 Create a Downtown Development Plan along a segment of the new Joe Orr Road that
was recently constructed, and continues to be extended throughout the region. The
downtown development plan would ideally address economic development, zoning
ordinances and building codes in the downtown area of Lynwood. The Village currently
has an ‘in-house’ plan for the downtown corridor, but is interested in further developing
this plan.
Matteson
 The Village of Matteson is interested in creating a Streetscape Improvement Plan that
will address potential streetscape enhancement for two arterial streets, U.S. Route 30 and
Cicero Avenue. The Streetscape Improvement Plan was recommended in the Village’s
Master Plan, and seeks to improve transportation infrastructure, green space, lighting,
and other visual elements of public roads.
Midlothian
 Develop a long term Capital Improvement Plan for Stormwater Management. The
Village has already identified critical projects that should be included in the capital plan.
The Village has involved a number of strategic partners and will receive support from
CNT on community engagement and education. The plan is a necessary next step to
capitalize on the momentum within the community, ready to see flood relief projects
result from many years of planning work.
Richton Park
 Develop a comprehensive Strategic Economic Development Plan that will provide
guidance for the Board of Trustees and staff with its marketing, business attraction and
business retention efforts. The plan will include a market feasibility study for
commercial retail and services, industry, housing, etc.; plan recommendations for
assisting with business retention and attraction for commercial retail and services uses
and industrial uses; identification of economic development strategies used in smaller
urban/suburban areas; and financing and implementation strategies related to economic
development activities.
Robbins
 The Village of Robbins has partnered with the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District
of Greater Chicago (MWRD) to develop a stormwater, TOD, and clean energy plan to
address flooding along Midlothian Creek. The proposed stormwater solutions will
remove approximately 140 acres from the floodplain, freeing the area for potential
transit-oriented development.
Sauk Village
 Update the Village’s Comprehensive Plan to integrate key objective of the Southland
Parkway Plan which calls for major transportation changes to Sauk Trail and an
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interchange. Additionally, the plan can help connect Forest Preserves and recreational
areas to planned bike pathways. This will also allow the village to obtain future grant
funds and assistance from the Cook County Forest Preserve District to plan for
recreational needs.
South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association (also Will County)
 SSMMA requests assistance to initiate a Circuit Rider Pilot Program, meant to provide
technical assistance to communities to advance plan implementation. The purpose of the
initiative is to facilitate seasoned technical assistance providers to be embedded in local
municipalities to help support and increase municipal capacity and provide direct
implementation assistance. The SSMMA initiative can bridge the gap that exists between
local government goals, objectives, and strategies that are necessary to enhance the
effectiveness of local program or project delivery. Services that are anticipated to be
included are specialized deliverables such as transportation or community planning,
grant writing, request for proposal preparation, grant administration, funding
identification, project coordination, project management, and local priority setting.
Steger (also Will County)
 Develop a Downtown Mixed-Use Development Plan. Steger wants to further advance
the Planning Priorities Report that was completed recently, which consisted of a market
analysis, review of taxing impacts resulting from mixed-use developments and
recommended various redevelopments in its downtown including the underutilized
“Steger Center Development Area” into mixed-use. The goal is to provide equitable
TOD (around a proposed Metra station) which can benefit the entire community,
including low-income households by reducing the cost of living, and creating more
vibrant, healthier neighborhoods.
Thornton
 Develop a comprehensive plan that supports its tradition of mixed land uses, expands
housing options, and provides a framework for planning and development decisions.
This plan should promote inclusive growth for residential, commercial, and industrial
development while creating a sense of place and community character.

Southwest Cook
Cook County Department of Planning and Development and Zoning Board of Appeals (also
North/Northwest Cook, South Cook, and West Cook)
 Update the Cook County Comprehensive Land Use and Policies Plan to address new
challenges brought on by change in demographics, development expansion,
environmentally sensitive areas, and annexation of unincorporated areas.
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Justice
 Assistance with an I&M State Trail Extension Feasibility Study, to explore the creation
of a bike path that will connect to the current Illinois & Michigan State Trail in Willow
Springs and run through Justice, Bedford Park and into Summit. The village is looking
for technical assistance with the planning process of feasible routes and access points for
continuing the bike trail. The I&M State Trail Extension Feasibility study will align with
three past plans within the Village of Justice: The Village of Justice Transit Improvement
Study (2007), the Village of Justice Strategic Plan (2016-2020) and the Village of Justice
2030 Vision Plan.


The Village of Justice, in conjunction with the Village of Bedford Park, is seeking
assistance to perform a study of potential land use and future development
opportunities along the Illinois & Michigan Canal Corridor. The Village of Justice
received assistance for a Transit Improvement Study from RTA in 2007, which allowed
Justice to make many improvements to the area.



Update the existing Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance, as well as create a Unified
Development Ordinance. This proposal would review and assess the current
development regulations within the community to find opportunities for unified
development standards and guidelines, and establish better infrastructure and
transportation options that would ultimately assist with new development and
retention/attraction of businesses.

Oak Lawn
 Develop and design a Corridor / Interchange Plan to reduce congestion, provide access
for pedestrians, improve motorist and pedestrian safety, and encourage new
development. In addition, previous studies had recommended improving gateways
with landscaping, art and painted medians; a single point urban diamond; a bus transfer
station; and redevelopment of commercial and multi-family residential around the 95th
St. and Harlem Ave. intersection.

DuPage County
Aurora (also Kane, Kendall, and Will counties)
 Four projects submitted by Aurora (two involving partnerships with Naperville) are listed only
in the Kane County section for space reasons. Please see the Kane County section for a complete
description.
Carol Stream
 Update the zoning code, in response to the recommendation by the 2016
Comprehensive Plan completed by CMAP’s LTA staff. The Village wishes to use a
Unified Development Ordinance, to include an update to parking requirements,
design/development regulations, update to zoning district standards/bulk regulations,
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industrial district standards, permitted/special uses, definitions, and establish stronger
subdivision regulations.
DuPage County
 DuPage County is seeking to update the Unincorporated Land Use Plan for the Illinois
Route 83 corridor. The update will provide a land use plan that incorporates current
land use trends and the most recent transportation activity associated with Western
Access to O’Hare Airport and to combine the development goals of unincorporated
DuPage County with those of the stakeholder municipalities.
Glen Ellyn
 Seeks assistance to update the Comprehensive Plan. The plan will serve many
purposes, including integration of all existing studies and strategic plans, addressing
gaps in current plans regarding open space and recreation, assessing current conditions
of the community, and addressing the challenges and needs in multi-modal
transportation, stormwater management in the northern area, equitable workforce
development, public outreach, and economic development in disinvested areas in the
Central Business District.
Hanover Park (also North/Northwest Cook)
 Assistance updating the Comprehensive Plan. The update will focus on four areas: (1)
identify alternative funding options to construct the I-390 extension; (2) address
economically disconnected areas and identify strategies to bring higher income, jobs,
and education opportunities; (3) incorporate policies to implement strategies in the
Village Center Plan and TOD plans to revitalize downtown and Plan for future growth;
and (4) assess and provide linkages between all plans affecting Hanover Park developed
by overlapping jurisdictions to help holistically connect regional issues, eliminate any
conflicts and present an overall plan for the entire community.
Naperville (also Will County)
 Develop a Building Design Guidelines Update to create a single consolidated
document that provides consistent guidance for all properties located in the City,
streamline the format and recommendations to achieve good building, site design, and
walkability; reduce the overall document length/redundancy and increase userfriendliness; and reflect current design best practices, including sustainability, energy
efficiency/LEED, environmental considerations, new technology, new building material
options, creating a sense of place, and other architectural goals for the City of
Naperville.


Please see two projects submitted by Aurora that also include Naperville as a partner.
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Northwest Municipal Conference (NWMC) (also Northwest Cook, Kane, Lake, McHenry)
 The NWMC is looking to produce a multi-modal transportation plan that includes
bicycle and pedestrian planning, as well as improving access to transit throughout the
region. Building on previous bicycle planning work and relying on the work of the
Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee, municipal staff and elected officials, this new plan
will act as a guide for planning and implementing a multi-modal network in the NWMC
service area.

Kane County
Algonquin (also McHenry County)
 Develop a health assessment to determine existing barriers to health equity that prevent
residents in Algonquin from engaging in healthy lifestyles and physical activity,
especially related to the use of the community’s bicycle and pedestrian facilities. The
public health data that is collected would also help give a health-based perspective
when considering new land use and transportation policies and codes.
Aurora (also DuPage, Kendall, and Will counties)
 Develop a comprehensive set of neighborhood plans for each ward of the city. Each
neighborhood plan is envisioned to be a comprehensive plan that encompasses land use,
transportation, quality of life, and economic development. Aurora seeks to partner with
Invest Aurora, CMAP, and a private consultant. Aurora currently already has several
pieces of the total plan, including a Sustainability Plan, Homes for a Changing Region
Plan, Countryside Vision Plan, Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, and several neighborhood
plans: Riverfront Vision, Countryside Vision, RiverEdge Park, several Downtown and
Riverwalk plans, and several Aurora Neighborhood Planning Initiative (ANPI) Plans.


Update and amend its Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy Area plan, which was
previously amended in 2011. The city wishes to include evaluation of effectiveness, as
well as adhering to the Consolidated Plan which calls for an annual review of the NRSA,
and to remove Census Block Group(s) which no long qualify as Low-Moderate Income
and add eligible Census Block Groups.

Aurora and Naperville (also DuPage, Kendall, and Will Counties)
 Improve upon Aurora’s 2007 Homes for a Changing Region plan, in order to include
the change in the housing landscape as a result of the economic downturn, look
regionally to include Naperville, and include recommendations on giving senior
residents the opportunity to age in place. The plan seeks to comprehensively and
strategically address the needs of the aging population.
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Aurora, Algonquin, Elgin, McHenry, Naperville, South Elgin (also DuPage, Kendall,
McHenry, and Will Counties)
 Develop a regional bicycle and pedestrian program, to be called Regional Active
Mobility Program (RAMP), for both recreational and commuter users. The program will
include three main components: expansion of Aurora’s bike share program through the
region, incorporating comprehensive wayfinding and user-experience, and growing
mobility-based tourism and commerce.
Geneva
 Assistance for completion of the East State Street Tax Increment Financing
Redevelopment Project and Plan (TIF 2). This project will focus on studying the
barriers to redevelopment, including required approval processes, existing development
controls, market conditions, and the impact and timing of right-of-way takings
associated with the pending IL Route 38 reconstruction project. The plan will formulate
recommendations for better utilization of the East State Street TIF District prior to its
expiration in 2022 and examine the feasibility as well as the pros and cons of gaining
support to extend the expiration date of the TIF district.
Kane County
 Kane County would like to partner with Openlands and CMAP to create a Farmland
Protection Research & Guidance plan that will examine the potential of expanding
revenue streams for the purpose of additional farmland protection and local food
investment. The plan would address Kane County and also be broadly regionally
relevant, looking at appropriate areas for farmland protection, urban development, and
local foods production. It will explicitly include investigation of Transfer of
Development Rights, a technique that can advance both land preservation and
reinvestment goals.
Montgomery (also Kendall County)
 The Village of Montgomery desires assistance to conduct a comprehensive Zoning
Ordinance Update. The zoning ordinance is out of date and no longer achieves the goals
of the Village set forth in the Village's Comprehensive Plan. The Village would like to
pay particular attention to the Business and Manufacturing Districts Sections of the
zoning ordinance. A form-based approach with a comprehensive land use matrix is
desired in these areas.
Northwest Municipal Conference (NWMC) (also Northwest Cook, DuPage, Lake, McHenry)
 The NWMC is looking to produce a multi-modal transportation plan that includes
bicycle and pedestrian planning, as well as improving access to transit throughout the
region. Building on previous bicycle planning work and relying on the work of the
Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee, municipal staff and elected officials, this new plan
will act as a guide for planning and implementing a multi-modal network in the NWMC
service area.
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Oswego, Montgomery, and Yorkville (also Kendall County)
 Conduct a Joint Study of Governance Structure for a Shared Water Treatment Plant to
guide the three communities to provide a sustainable future water supply which is
efficient and cost-effective. The study should explore issues such as structure, funding,
schedule, decision making process, dispute resolution and other issues that must be
decided by intergovernmental agreement in order to make a joint facility work.

Kendall County
Aurora (also DuPage, Kendall, and Will counties)
 Four projects submitted by Aurora are listed only in the Kane County section for space reasons.
Please see the Kane County section for a complete description.
Montgomery (also Kane County)
 The Village of Montgomery desires assistance to conduct a comprehensive Zoning
Ordinance Update. The zoning ordinance is out of date and no longer achieves the goals
of the Village set forth in the Village's Comprehensive Plan. The Village would like to
pay particular attention to the Business and Manufacturing Districts Sections of the
zoning ordinance. A form-based approach with a comprehensive land use matrix is
desired in these areas.
Oswego, Montgomery, and Yorkville (also Kane County)
 Conduct a Joint Study of Governance Structure for a Shared Water Treatment Plant to
guide the three communities to provide a sustainable future water supply which is
efficient and cost-effective. The study should explore issues such as structure, funding,
schedule, decision making process, dispute resolution and other issues that must be
decided by intergovernmental agreement in order to make a joint facility work.
Sandwich
 The city seeks to update its Comprehensive Plan to a 'workable' plan that can be
implemented, unlike its predecessor adopted in 2005. The staff needs leadership
training, direction, and assistance in its development to prove that the exercise is a
worthy endeavor to give the city a clear direction. They also aim to expose current
council members to the merits of planning ahead rather than reacting to development
proposals.

Lake County
Beach Park
 Develop a regional bicycle plan to develop a cohesive vision for regional trails and
access in partnership with North Chicago, Waukegan, Zion, Winthrop Harbor, Lake
County Forest Preserve District, and Lake County Health Department. The communities
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wish to identify ways to enhance recreational access to the lakefront and nearby open
spaces, as well as promote trail connections between communities for both recreation
and commuting purposes.
Lake Zurich
 Lake Zurich is interested in creating a Corridor Redevelopment Plan for the IL Route 22
Corridor. The corridor is a regional arterial and serves a number of different land uses
and demographic segments of the community, while linking Lake Zurich to its
neighboring communities. The corridor suffers from high vacancy and outdated
infrastructure, which the Village would like to see redeveloped and updated.


The village of Lake Zurich seeks to complete a Zoning Code Update, given that the
codes were last comprehensively updated in 2004, immediately following the updates to
the village’s 2003 Comprehensive Plan. The village is currently working towards
updating its 2003 Comprehensive Plan, so the village believes that the logical next step is
to update its zoning and land development codes to implement the policies and
guidance provided in such updated plan. The Village already receives a large number of
amendments to the zoning code on an annual basis, and has been experiencing an
increase in certain types of development that warrant a more flexible approach to
zoning.

Lakemoor (also McHenry County)
 Develop an updated Zoning Code Subdivision Ordinance that promotes
conservative/traditional neighborhood design standards, while also suggesting best
practices in street design. Although the Village adopted a successful Complete Streets
policy in 2014, its Subdivision Ordinance (adopted 1990), is outdated and does not
promote the Village’s new vision and development philosophy.


Develop a Masterplan for the Town Center area as an implementation strategy of the
Village’s Comprehensive Plan which was developed as an LTA project by CMAP in
2012. This plan aims to transform underutilized properties, incompatible land uses, and
outdated structures into a mixed use development that promotes civic events and
community pride. The plan must also include sustainable components such as green
infrastructure and complete streets.

Lincolnshire
 Develop a cohesive corridor study for a 2-mile segment of Milwaukee Avenue. The goal
is to develop an overall vision for the corridor, focusing also on two subareas – the
Downtown node, north of Illinois Route 22, and the southern Aptakasic Road node.
Lincolnshire wishes to build upon the corridor's strong visibility, mix of land uses, and
opportuntiies for development/redevelopment, while also enhancing pedestrian and
vehicular connectivity.
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Northwest Municipal Conference (NWMC) (also Northwest Cook, DuPage, Kane, McHenry)
 The NWMC is looking to produce a multi-modal transportation plan that includes
bicycle and pedestrian planning, as well as improving access to transit throughout the
region. Building on previous bicycle planning work and relying on the work of the
Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee, municipal staff and elected officials, this new plan
will act as a guide for planning and implementing a multi-modal network in the NWMC
service area.
Zion


The City of Zion would like assistance with a Zoning Ordinance update to support the
proposed land uses discussed in Chapter Seven of the City's Comprehensive Plan. The
main goal of this update would be to clarify the purpose and function of the City's
zoning districts, to streamline the code, and eliminate inconsistencies and confusion.
The end result should improve and upgrade design standards in the zoning ordinance
to improve the character, quality and performance of development on the City.

McHenry County
Algonquin (also Kane County)
 Develop a health assessment to determine existing barriers to health equity that prevent
residents in Algonquin from engaging in healthy lifestyles and physically active pursuits
in order to address the use of the community’s walkability and bike-ability features. The
public health data that is collected would also help give a health-based perspective
when considering new land use and transportation policies and codes.
Algonquin-Cary
 Develop a land use sub-area plan along the Route 31 corridor between villages of
Algonquin and Cary for parcels of land that will soon become suitable for development
as mining draws to a close. Cary is also considering building out the 265-acre Hoffman
Park. The villages would like the area to develop with strong bicycle and pedestrian
connections, with linkages to the downtown business districts.
Aurora, Algonquin, Elgin, McHenry, Naperville, South Elgin (also DuPage, Kane, Kendall,
and Will Counties)
 Develop a regional bicycle and pedestrian program, to be called Regional Active
Mobility Program (RAMP), for both recreational and commuter users. The program will
include three main components: expansion of Aurora’s bike share program through the
region, incorporating comprehensive wayfinding and user-experience, and growing
mobility-based tourism and commerce.
Crystal Lake
 Develop an Active Transportation Plan that builds on the current city-wide
Transportation Plan that is in development with CMAP assistance. The current Plan in
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development mainly identifies areas of need for pedestrian and bicycle mobility and
specific projects for those areas. The proposed Active Transportation Plan will serve as
the master plan unifying the vision for active transportation projects and provide more
detail on prioritization of projects, potential funding sources, and how to fill in gaps in
pedestrian and bicycle networks,
Lake in the Hills
 Requests assistance developing a new, updated comprehensive plan, which will do the
following: help the Village understand the big picture, act as a framework for local
decision making, provide guidance for landowners and developers, inform and engage
the public, and help mobilize for action. Lake in the Hills’ last comprehensive plan was a
10 year plan created in 2002, which is now nearly five years expired and no longer
reflects the current conditions of The Village. A new comprehensive plan would act as a
guiding document that will inform future investment, growth, development, and
redevelopment of the community.
Lakemoor (also Lake County)
 The Village of Lakemoor is interested in developing an updated Zoning Code
Subdivision Ordinance that promotes conservation or traditional neighborhood design
standards, while also suggesting best practices in street design. Although the Village
adopted a successful Complete Streets policy in 2014, its Subdivision Ordinance
(adopted 1990), is outdated and does not promote the Village’s new vision and
development philosophy.


Develop a Masterplan for the Town Center area as an implementation strategy of the
Village’s Comprehensive Plan which was developed as an LTA project by CMAP in
2012. This plan aims to transform underutilized properties, incompatible land uses, and
outdated structures into a mixed use development that promotes civic events and
community pride. The plan must also include sustainable components such as green
infrastructure and complete streets.

McHenry County Council of Governments
 Produce a Shared Services Plan to streamline intergovernmental cooperation, increase
efficiencies and expand better and reliable services to residents. This study would
implement GO TO 2040’s intent of efficient government, as well as foster regional
cooperation. Focal areas will include integrating and pooling transportation resources
and opportunities, sharing inspectors, police and fire collaborations, and others.
McHenry County, Department of Planning and Development
 Develop a Fox River Corridor Plan to build upon the previous and current Fox River
planning efforts to extend upriver, touching multiple municipalities, conservation areas,
and parks over a distance of about 10 miles until reaching the Dutch Creek inlet. Goals
include multijurisdictional planning which includes review of existing plans to identify
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common goals and potential connections. The plan also aims to study opportunities for
transit, intermodal connections, public access and recreation, environmental
sustainability, commerce and tourism.
Northwest Municipal Conference (NWMC) (also Northwest Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake)
 The NWMC is looking to produce a multi-modal transportation plan that includes
bicycle and pedestrian planning, as well as improving access to transit throughout the
region. Building on previous bicycle planning work and relying on the work of the
Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee, municipal staff and elected officials, this new plan
will act as a guide for planning and implementing a multi-modal network in the NWMC
service area.

Will County
Aurora (also DuPage, Kane, and Kendall counties)
 Four projects submitted by Aurora (two involving partnerships with Naperville) are listed only
in the Kane County section for space reasons. Please see the Kane County section for a complete
description.
Beecher
 Develop a comprehensive plan by updating the 2005 land use plan. Since the last
comprehensive plan, adopted in 1996, major changes to the community include a
population that has doubled in size as well as capital projects such as a new regional
airport, intermodal center, major expressway, and new railway are in various stages of
planning and development. The community wishes to engage the residents in the
planning process and allow them opportunity for input and collaboration with local
leadership.
Channahon
 Update the comprehensive plan adopted in 2008 to reflect the changed demographic
and economic conditions since the recession, including major population growth.
Frankfort
 Update the Frankfort Bike Trails Plan. The new plan will incorporate pedestrian
facilities, update the trail inventory and data, identify new trails funded but not
constructed, and identify key connection points and destinations. The updated plan will
identify gaps and offer a framework for prioritizing capital improvement projects,
serving as a base document for evaluating future plans and projects including the cyclist
and pedestrian mobility plan.



Update the Historic District Revitalization Strategies (HDRS) plan. Many of the
recommendations in the previous 2007 Plan have been implemented. The new plan will
address new challenges in current context and define the future vision of the downtown
20



Seeks assistance for Planning Commissioner training to enhance the collective
knowledge, skill and effectiveness of our commissioners, regardless of their level of
experience.



Develop a Frankfort Subarea Plan for the 577 acre site located west of I-57 and north
and south of Stuenkel Road as an update to the overall comprehensive plan. The Plan
will assess future development and infrastructure needs in the area as a result of IDOT’s
new interchange at the intersection between Stuenkel Road and I-57, which transforms
Stuenkel Road from a minor gravel road into a major transportation corridor connecting
Harlem Avenue (Route 43) and Cicero Ave with I-57.



Seeks assistance in identifying a Residential Tear Down Management Strategy to
document attributes of downtown residential structures that contribute to its character
and offer strategies to manage market demand for modern housing while preserving the
character of the neighborhood.

Homer Glen
 Create a Land Use and Economic Development Plan, which will serve as an addendum
to the Comprehensive Land Use Plan (last amended in 2007) to allow for meaningful
development and implementation strategies. The community’s major commercial
corridors, as well as primary development areas, have the potential to be enhanced and
transformed based on the current and near future economic conditions. The overall goal
of the plan will be to develop land use concepts, economic development initiatives, and
zoning/procedure amendment recommendations to create a unified Land Use and
Economic Development Plan.
Joliet
 Create a Downtown Bicycle Plan, which would examine Joliet’s connections and
linkages to regional trails. The goals of the project are to reconcile bike travel issues in
the downtown area, establish a network of bike pathways that will serve as a node for
regional trail connections, and provide multi-modal access to transit, services,
recreation, tourism, and commerce. This project will coordinate and link with other local
and regionally significant area plans that champion bike and pedestrian transportation
options.
Mokena
 The Village of Mokena requests assistance with a comprehensive plan update. Certain
areas of the Village, including the Western Basin, downtown area, and the 191st Street
Corridor, would benefit from a update/revision based on current market trends, needs
of local businesses, and commuters.
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Naperville
 Develop a Building Design Guidelines Update to create a single consolidated
document to provide consistent guidance for all properties located in the City;
streamline the format and recommendations to achieve good building, site design, and
walkability; reduce the overall document length/redundancy and increase userfriendliness; and reflect current design best practices, including sustainability, energy
efficiency/LEED, environmental considerations, new technology, new building material
options, creating a sense of place, and other architectural goals for the City of
Naperville.


Please see two projects submitted by Aurora that also include Naperville as a partner.

Steger (also South Cook County)
 Develop a Downtown Mixed-Use Development Plan. Steger wants to further advance
the Planning Priorities Report that was completed recently, which consisted of a market
analysis, review of taxing impacts resulting from mixed-use developments and
recommended various redevelopments in its downtown including the underutilized
“Steger Center Development Area” into mixed-use. The goal is to provide equitable
TOD (around a proposed Metra station) which can benefit the entire community,
including low-income households by reducing the cost of living, and creating more
vibrant, healthier neighborhoods.
Wilmington
 Develop a regional bikeway plan in partnership with Elwood, Joliet, Will County, Will
County Forest Preserve District, Island Park District, USDA Midewin National Tall
Grass Prairie, IDNR, and Illinois Route 66 Association. This partnership wishes to
develop new bike connectivity along Route 66, linking to regional amenities and trails.
This plan would identify and recommend optimal location of new routes, cost estimates,
funding sources, signage, linkages to transit, and other ancillary amenities along the
new routes.

Regional
While all projects can be assigned to a particular set of geographies, several affect numerous
geographies or have regional implications. These include the projects submitted by Councils of
Government (NWMC, SSMMA, and MCCOG); the Kane County farmland protection and
Transfer of Development Rights project; and the bicycle and pedestrian project sponsored by
Aurora, in partnership with numerous Fox Valley partner communities.
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RTA Community Planning Program Applicants
The following projects will be reviewed by the RTA, rather than CMAP, due to their focus on
public transit:
Bartlett
Brookfield
Chicago DPD
Cicero
La Grange Park
Maywood
Mundelein
Niles
North Chicago
Pace Suburban Bus
Schiller Park
Wheaton
Winthrop Harbor

TOD Zoning Code Overlay
Developer Panel
Corridor Study
Zoning Code Update
Corridor Study
TOD Plan Update
Corridor Study of NCS
New Metra Station Feasibility Study
New Metra Station Feasibility Study
Corridor Study
TOD Plan
Corridor Study
Developer Panel
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Introduction
The Chicago metropolitan region’s transportation infrastructure, highly trained workforce,
natural resources, and livable communities represent fundamental assets, but the region is also
challenged by complex factors that require careful analysis and decisive action. These include
our lackluster recovery from the recession, increasingly insufficient funding for infrastructure
improvements, worsening flooding from development patterns and climate change, and a
structural mismatch between costs and revenues at the state and local government levels. Such
challenges limit the region’s resources and threaten its long term prosperity, but its
constellation of actors -- from nonprofits to transportation agencies to governments to residents
– can take collaborative action to change the course of negative trends. We need strategies for
overcoming obstacles, capitalizing on the region’s assets, and achieving our regional vision: an
enviable quality of life and economic vitality for all residents.
ON TO 2050, the region's next comprehensive plan, will recommend a suite of actions to
achieve sustainable prosperity for all of metropolitan Chicago. This report is a preview of major
recommendations in advance of the draft plan’s release for public comment in summer 2018. It
is organized according to three overarching principles that support the regional vision and will
be relevant across the ON TO 2050 plan's strategies:
Resilience. A strong region requires communities, infrastructure, and systems that can
thrive in the face of uncertain future economic, fiscal, and environmental shifts.
Inclusive Growth. Long-term regional economic prosperity requires increased economic
opportunity and improved quality of life for all residents.
Prioritized Investment. Achieving regional goals in an era of limited resources requires
coordinated prioritization of investments across sectors, including infrastructure, land
use, and economy.

Each principle supports the others. Resilience will depend on robust investments and planning
that make sense both now and in a variety of plausible future scenarios. In turn, achieving
resilience will require Inclusive Growth to provide opportunity and strong quality of life for all of
the region’s residents, enabling their full participation in the economy and civic life. And the
need for inclusive growth will likewise necessitate Prioritized Investment that ensures our
resources are carefully targeted to achieve local and regional goals while broadening economic
participation to increase and sustain prosperity. The three principles will inform every ON TO
2050 recommendation, cutting across CMAP’s core areas of regional economy, land use, natural
systems, governance, and mobility.
This report's preliminary recommendations build on GO TO 2040 policies (adopted in 2010) and
synthesize the initial policy development, analysis, and engagement completed for ON TO
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2050. Each recommendation complements CMAP’s core roles as a land use and transportation
planning agency. This report also expands on the Emerging Priorities Report, adopted by the
CMAP Board in October 2016, which identified 11 priority areas for further exploration in the
development of ON TO 2050. That earlier report reflected an extensive engagement process that
is still going strong, with more than 15,000 residents reached in person and thousands more
through interactive kiosks since launch of the planning process in February 2016 and on
through an April-August 2017 period of public input on five "Alternative Futures."
CMAP continues analyzing current conditions and trends, working with stakeholders to
research and develop strategies, and making substantial progress to identify regionally
significant projects and develop the Financial Plan for Transportation, while completing the
regional socioeconomic forecast of population, households, and jobs. Although a limited
number of new recommendations may emerge from these ongoing activities, the ON TO 2050
Preview Report establishes major directions for the plan, a draft of which will be released for
public comment in June 2018 prior to anticipated adoption the following October.
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Context
Over the last decade, the metropolitan Chicago region has experienced significant economic,
demographic, technological, environmental, and fiscal changes, and the future promises even
more substantive shifts. Recent federal and state fiscal trends and entrenched inequality pose a
particular challenge to the region’s economic vitality. To succeed, we must face today’s
problems, build on the region’s many resources, and prepare for anticipated changes to come.
CMAP forecasts that the region will add 2.3 million new residents and 920,000 new jobs by
2050. But population has recently tilted toward stagnation and even slight decline, with
increased outmigration to other regions and a lack of new residents from the rest of the nation
and world. Employment has grown, but at a slower rate than our peers. At the same time, the
region’s transportation providers and local jurisdictions are working within an increasingly
constrained fiscal environment. Initial forecasts for the ON TO 2050 Financial Plan for
Transportation indicate that the region will have insufficient revenues to operate and maintain
the system unless new revenues are raised at the local, state, and federal levels. This dynamic
leaves no revenue for achieving a state of good repair, modernization, or expansion.
Recent patterns of land development have exacerbated funding constraints. While the region’s
population grew 4.6 percent from 2000-15 and total jobs remained essentially flat, our
developed area expanded by nearly 12 percent. At the same time, opportunities for infill
development remain untapped. This has affected how we get around: Residents traveling by car
can reach two percent fewer destinations (like shopping, doctor’s offices, etc.) within 15 minutes
than in 2000, and transit riders can reach 13 percent fewer destinations within a 30-minute trip.
Expansion of the region’s developed area also brings new infrastructure and service costs, yet
we struggle to maintain our existing infrastructure.
Nevertheless, the region has successes to build upon. Employers here have access to a diverse
and well educated workforce. The region’s unemployment rate continues to improve, and our
labor force and gross regional product continue to grow. Our region’s economy is also diverse
and specialized across numerous service-based and goods-producing industries. Anticipated
technological advances offer opportunities to continue to attract and train talent and grow new
industries in the future. From 2001-15, an estimated 61,500 acres of conservation open space
were permanently protected, representing 22 percent of the total protected areas of the region.1
The region also has proven its ability to collaborate on addressing complex problems. Our
stakeholders have created new workforce training initiatives to connect workers with growing
industries, prioritized transportation modernization and reconstruction projects to speed
commutes and address our worst bottlenecks, and built stormwater solutions across

CMAP defines conservation open space using the CMAP Land Use Inventory. Conservation open space could have
a variety of land cover types and likely does not include lands protected specifically for agricultural production.
1
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jurisdictions to reduce persistent flooding. Communities are beginning to reduce
interjurisdictional competition, with a focus instead on promoting the region’s assets.
To succeed in a changing future, the region will need to coalesce around initiatives that promote
strong communities, a good quality of life, and economic opportunity and success.
Population growth in the Chicago region lags peer regions, 2005-16
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Source: Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning analysis of U.S. Census Population Estimates Program data, 2005-16

ON TO 2050 core revenues will not be sufficient to operate and maintain the transportation
system, let alone achieve a state of good repair, modernize, or expand
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Alternative Futures Engagement
As part of ON TO 2050 engagement, CMAP has created five “Alternative Futures,” each
exploring macro-level economic, technology, environmental, and other trends that will shape
the region in the decades to come. Each future features strategies for CMAP and partners to
capitalize on related opportunities or to mitigate negative impacts. While public engagement on
the five futures is still taking place, strategies relevant to each are emphasized across the three
major sections of this report. The five futures are:
Changed Climate. By 2050, our climate will differ from today's in significant ways, causing
widespread flooding, extreme temperatures, and extended periods of drought. These
impacts will strain the region’s infrastructure, natural systems, and communities,
disproportionately affecting our most vulnerable residents. Shifting habitats and
agricultural zones, drought, and water supply and quality issues will also present economic
and environmental challenges. There may also be economic growth as residents and
industries from areas more severely affected by climate change move to the Chicago region.
These changes will force us to rethink how infrastructure, neighborhoods, and cities are
built. (Climate resilience strategies are highlighted in the Resilience section.)
Walkable Communities. If today's trends continue, more people will want to live in
walkable communities by 2050. To meet the demand, reinvestment will occur in many of the
region’s existing downtowns and commercial cores, and some communities will create new
walkable, mixed-use centers. Residents in these areas will increasingly be able to bike, walk,
and use transit and on-demand ride sharing services, leading to improved mobility and a
decreased need for parking. But, as demand for these areas rises, affordable housing may
become more scarce, particularly in communities with many amenities and good transit
access. (Strategies supportive of fostering walkable communities are in both the Resilience and
Prioritized Investment sections.)
Innovative Transportation. In 2050, innovative transportation technologies, such as
accurate real-time information, smart infrastructure, and automated vehicles, will be widely
available. These innovations will make travel for people and goods faster and more
seamless across all modes. Goods movement in particular may benefit from increased use of
on-demand services, driverless trucks, and high-tech coordination across modes such as rail,
trucking, and shipping. Not all residents, however, would be able to afford new
transportation technologies, resulting in disparities of access. (Strategies related to
technological advancements in transportation are included in the Prioritized Investment section.)
Constrained Resources. By 2050, state and federal resources to fund infrastructure
improvements and vital public services are likely to continue to stagnate or diminish. This
will increase the financial burden on local governments, which may need to institute new
tolls, taxes, and fees to make ends meet. In particular, low capacity communities and
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disinvested areas may have even more difficulty providing adequate services,
infrastructure, and maintenance. (Strategies to strengthen municipal capacity are in the Resilience
section, while strategies to increase transportation revenues at all levels are included in the
Prioritized Investment section.)
Transformed Economy. The economy has already shifted from primarily producing goods
to providing services. In the future, artificial intelligence, machine learning, advanced
materials, automation, and digitalization will transform the goods and services we produce
and how we produce them. Most occupations, at all skill levels, should anticipate
widespread changes as technological advancements require workers to have more training
to enter and stay in the workforce. Historically marginalized communities will continue to
suffer without enhanced educational and job opportunities. (Strategies to provide more
opportunities for upward mobility with adequate wages are included in the Inclusive Growth
section.)
Through August 2017, the public is weighing in on the five futures via in-person workshops,
interactive kiosks stationed around the region, online MetroQuest surveys, and topical forums.
CMAP staff will use this feedback to refine ON TO 2050 recommendations and identify
strategies that are especially important across a range of different futures.
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Resilience
A strong region requires communities, infrastructure, and systems that can thrive in the face of uncertain
future economic, fiscal, and environmental shifts.
Resilience is the ability of our region and its communities to prepare for and recover from acute
shocks and chronic stresses by transforming its infrastructure, natural systems, and social
structures to be more durable. In addition to recovering quickly from unanticipated shocks and
stresses, a resilient region should be able to “build back better” by capitalizing on opportunities
that might arise from challenges or shocks. For instance, if extreme heat causes pavement to
buckle, reconstruction can yield not only a road more resilient to future climatic changes, but
also stormwater infrastructure to help mitigate flooding and alternative modes of transportation
to give residents more options for getting around in good weather and bad. Resilience is about
more than adapting to climate change. ON TO 2050 will use the same approach across many
topic areas to think proactively about uncertain future conditions and how the region and its
communities might prepare for or respond dynamically to them.
The Alternative Futures process embodies the concept of resilience, as each future considers
trends likely to affect our region and the possible steps that could better prepare for impacts or
capitalize on opportunities, with the ultimate goal of building a region that is responsive and
flexible. For example, in a future where financial resources from the state and federal
governments continue to be constrained and even decline, local governments can adjust
revenue policies such as taxes, fines, and fees to tighten their belts now, helping ensure a
continued high quality of life. With potentially revolutionary transportation technologies on the
horizon, transportation agencies, the private sector, and county and local partners can lay the
regulatory framework and infrastructure improvements today and enable these technologies to
take root.
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Local governments are already adapting to constrained state and federal revenues and will likely
continue to shoulder more of the burden

Source: Maciag, Mike, and J.B. Wogan. "With Less State Aid, Localities Look for Ways to Cope." Governing: The States and Localities. Governing Magazine, 01 Feb. 2017. Web. 02 Feb. 2017.

Increase the capacity of communities to achieve local and regional goals
The importance of municipal governments in providing for a high quality of life cannot be
overstated. While municipalities in the region largely wish to move local and regional goals
forward, some face substantial barriers, such as a lack of technical knowledge by staff or elected
officials, low staffing levels, poor fiscal condition, lack of political will, or constituent opposition
to plans and projects. These barriers can limit municipalities’ abilities to plan proactively and
make them reactive to shocks and stresses rather than resilient. While the CMAP Local
Technical Assistance (LTA) program has had success helping municipalities, ON TO 2050 will
identify more ways to ensure that all municipalities function effectively and efficiently, have
adequate staff and financial resources, and are able to define and fulfill long-term local and
regional goals. For example, CMAP should refine the LTA program’s offerings to include
related technical assistance and trainings and could also provide complementary guidance on
such subjects, such as economic development, coordinated investment, plan implementation, or
consolidation. ON TO 2050 will also propose strategies for municipalities to increase their
capacity, such as partnering with adjacent or overlapping jurisdictions to share services or
pursue joint purchasing, consolidating units of government or certain services to improve
services or gain efficiencies, and implementing planning strategies to improve investment
prioritization, such as capital improvement plans or more detailed and transparent budgeting.
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Address state and local tax policy
The State of Illinois and many local governments must address significant financial challenges
stemming from rising expenditures and outdated, inequitable revenue structures. Reforms will
be required to adequately fund infrastructure, services, and pension obligations. However, lack
of adequate solutions or action to date threatens the region’s economic resilience by deterring
households and businesses from making long-term investments. Businesses in particular have
to consider the uncertainty about long-term tax liabilities as they plan for large-scale
investments and expenditures. The lack of reliability creates a disincentive for major
investments and hinders the region’s ability to attract and retain businesses. While many
intractable issues at the state level are beyond the control of CMAP and partners, ON TO 2O50
will recommend that State of Illinois and local elected officials reform tax policies to ensure
adequate revenues, predictability and reliability, and improve equity across households,
businesses, and local governments. A future with decreased federal and state funding resources
requires stable and efficient tax structures that promote business investment and local
government resilience.
In particular, state and local tax structures affect the ability of the region’s governments to
promote land uses that are regionally beneficial and that meet local goals for quality of life.
Under the current tax structure, communities with land use that emphasizes retail may have a
stronger fiscal position than other communities in the region. Communities without sales taxgenerating businesses have fewer options to raise municipal revenues. Moreover, the retail
landscape is changing as consumers purchase more goods online and purchase more services,
neither of which is included in the local sales tax base. ON TO 2050 will recommend state tax
reforms, such as expanding the sales tax base, to ensure that communities can provide
municipal services and infrastructure regardless of their land use mix. CMAP and other
partners should also explore fiscal strategies to more fully support all land uses, particularly
industrial development. Balancing the fiscal outcomes between various land uses can support
regionally beneficial ones, as well as allow communities to pursue land uses that best support
their goals.
Support walkable, mixed-use communities
Walkable, mixed-use communities promote livability and also aid in regional resilience. For
instance, compact development patterns that provide supportive densities for transit service
also facilitate walking and biking; transit and non-motorized options that, in turn, improve
mobility and public health also reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Reinvesting in infill
communities also makes efficient use of existing infrastructure and helps to preserve natural
resources and agricultural land at the periphery of the region. ON TO 2050 will recommend
planning for and reinvesting in mixed-use and transit-served areas in particular, and will also
include placemaking strategies to apply in such locations. With increased demand for walkable
communities, it will also be necessary to ensure the addition or preservation of affordable
housing so residents with lower incomes don't get priced out of transit-served areas.
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Incorporate climate change considerations into planning and development
Anticipated climate impacts for our region include more extreme temperatures and more
intense and frequent storms and droughts. The sooner that planning efforts, infrastructure
design, and developments can integrate climate change considerations, the better prepared our
region will be in the long term. ON TO 2050 will emphasize the need for local planning efforts -such as comprehensive plans, capital improvement plans, and regulatory updates to zoning,
subdivision, and stormwater and floodplain regulations -- to assess climate risks and impacts
and provide strategies for mitigating or preparing to face what lies ahead. In particular,
planning efforts should seek to minimize impacts to lower-income residents, the elderly,
populations of color, and others disproportionately affected by climate change.
Through its LTA program, CMAP should directly promote inclusion of climate considerations
in local planning work and can also provide relevant data and other resources to partners. For
example, CMAP can identify high-quality natural lands in the region that are prime for
conservation (and essential to replenishing groundwater recharge areas and mitigating flooding
from climate change), which can then be used by conservation organizations, forest preserve
districts, and governments for land acquisition and protection. In addition, CMAP can identify
areas of intense flooding in the region while providing a toolbox of context-appropriate flood
mitigation solutions for municipalities, planners, developers, and others to apply in those
affected areas.
Flooding damage payments from federal programs totaled more than $900 million in the Chicago
region between 2003 and 2015, but covered only a fraction of total damages

Plan for the regional transportation impacts of major land use change
Municipalities are and will remain the primary decision makers for land use and development.
However, major stand-alone developments or cumulative smaller developments can have
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substantive impacts on the region’s transportation network, land use, or service and
infrastructure costs. For example, approval of many individual retail developments may lead to
expansion of a road, or addition of a major manufacturer may require the state or county to
upgrade a road to support related truck traffic. CMAP and stakeholders should evaluate
options to improve the assessment of long term impacts from major and cumulative changes
and refine subsequent allocation of infrastructure funds.
The region should pay particular attention to major freight facility developments, which can
have significant impacts on our transportation system and land use patterns, generating
substantial amounts of truck and rail traffic, affecting multiple jurisdictions, inducing major real
estate developments, and often requiring costly new public infrastructure. At the same time,
trends in freight technology, land use, and movement continue to change rapidly. Online
ordering of goods has led to new types of distribution facilities and resulted in more trucks on
roads throughout the region. ON TO 2050 could adopt principles to assist municipalities and
counties in planning for the impacts of these developments at the local scale. These principles
could also frame future CMAP analysis of the broader regional impacts that major freight and
other developments can have on regionally significant projects, land use patterns, the region's
economy, and high-priority natural areas.
Beyond freight, major shifts in transportation and technology are already affecting land use. For
example, residents' increasing preferences for biking, walking, and transit as well as living
within walkable areas may reduce demand for parking and increase transit needs. CMAP and
partners should identify best practices for communities to meet today’s needs, while also
designing for major changes in the region’s transportation system and built environment.
Coordinate across jurisdictions to promote collaborative action
In a future with limited public resources, collaborating across jurisdictions to plan, provide
services and infrastructure, and promote economic development will become increasingly
critical. The region’s local jurisdictions can leverage the expertise and capacity of each other to
improve services and create efficiency. Many infrastructure issues, such as water resources
coordination, can only be effectively addressed across jurisdictions. ON TO 2050 will highlight
new opportunities for coordination and emphasize the benefits to the region’s economy and
quality of life.
In addition, coordinating on economic development issues can minimize competition and
attract businesses to the state and region with less public cost. Recruitment should focus on the
region’s core infrastructure, human capital, and quality of life strengths. The region’s counties
have already begun discussing development of a coordinated regional entity to attract and
retain new businesses, instead of focusing on competition between counties. This and similar
efforts are critical to make the most effective use of the region’s limited resources, promote new
growth, and capitalize on our assets.
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Inclusive Growth
Long-term regional economic prosperity requires increased economic opportunity and improved quality of
life for all residents.
Today, high levels of economic inequality are limiting our region’s capacity to grow. Inequality
unfolds across a number of dimensions, limiting the ability of some residents to succeed due to
compounding factors such as the community they live in, their race or ethnicity, and/or their
socioeconomic status. Limited opportunity can extend across generations, circumscribing the
lifelong earnings and entrepreneurial potential of residents through decreased access to quality
education, employment, housing, community, or transportation choices. These residents are not
well connected to opportunities provided by the region’s economy. As a result, a substantial
portion of the region’s human capital — embodied in the talents and skills of these residents —
is being wasted.
To compete in the future, the Chicago region must make full use of all its resources, including
the full potential of its existing workforce, businesses, and infrastructure. Regions with lower
degrees of economic inequality — the gap between the highest and lowest wage earners —
experience stronger and more sustained economic growth, so decreasing inequality and
increasing connections to the region’s economy for under-engaged workers will provide
benefits across the economy. Paired with other strategies to promote the competitiveness of our
economic assets, inclusive growth strategies can help the region restart long-term economic
growth and increase the prosperity of all its residents.
To focus efforts to promote inclusive growth, CMAP has identified economically disconnected
areas (EDAs), which are places with concentrations of low-income residents who are also
persons of color or have limited English proficiency. As shown in the following figure,
outcomes — whether employment, income, housing status, or commute — for many residents
of these areas differ sharply from the outcomes for residents that call other parts of the region
home. ON TO 2050 may also define other vulnerable groups — such as the transit-dependent,
elderly, or people with disabilities — who may warrant special consideration for different
planning topics, such as climate change or transit access.
Negative effects associated with EDAs also extend to overlapping communities, which often
have lower property values and challenged commercial and residential markets. In turn, these
communities struggle to provide a strong quality of life and needed services with limited
resources. These compounding issues require a broad set of solutions to help economically
disconnected residents and their communities thrive.
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Consider disproportionate impacts in planning processes
As mentioned previously, in addition to those groups within EDAs, other populations may
experience disproportionate impacts for different issue areas. The Federal Highway
Administration requires metropolitan planning organizations, which includes CMAP, to assess
the impact of transportation investments on “Environmental Justice” (EJ) populations,
including low-income and residents of color, to ensure that the benefits and burdens of such
investments are fairly distributed. These criteria are included in CMAP’s evaluation of
regionally significant projects, but there is much room to expand the concept in the agency’s
work. ON TO 2050 will specifically consider strategies for disproportionately impacted
populations across topic areas, including inclusive growth, housing choice, land use planning,
transportation planning and programming, and climate change. In addition, the plan will
reinforce the importance of thoughtful and systematic inclusion of disproportionately affected
groups in planning processes to ensure that there are legitimate avenues for input and that
satisfactory and effective solutions are identified for all. In particular, the LTA program can
advance this through continued evolution of thoughtful and creative outreach and engagement
techniques.
Outcomes for economically disconnected areas and the remainder of the CMAP region

$37,823

Average Median Income*

$81,083
48%

Homeownership Rate

73%
33 Minutes
31 Minutes

Average Commute Time*

15.8%

Unemployment Rate

8.3%
18%

with a Bachelor's Degree

45%
74%

with a High School Degree

92%
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Economically Disconnected Areas

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Remainder of Region

Source: Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning analysis of U.S. American Community Survey 5-year data, 2010-14
*Note: Average median income is calculated across census tracts. The 2.3 minute disparity in commute time translates into an
additional 18.4 hours, or 2.3 working days, over the course of a year.
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Align priorities to target investments and technical assistance to economically disconnected
areas
The region has a wealth of actors with the potential to address issues integral to promoting
inclusive growth. These issues include transportation, K-12 education, job training, public safety
and crime, public health, housing, and other policy areas affecting economic mobility and
quality of life. Many organizations are already taking up this challenge, with substantive
inclusive growth efforts underway by civic and government stakeholders. To reduce disparities
and promote inclusive growth, CMAP and its partners should align priorities, strategies, and
geographic areas to focus investments and assistance. CMAP should direct technical assistance
and research within EDAs, as well as identify and support transportation projects that most
benefit these areas. CMAP partners should take the lead in advancing efforts related to
neighborhood safety, education, and public health, which are critically important to the vitality
and success of our region. These efforts can both spur inclusive growth and promote better
outcomes for resilience, transportation, housing, and economic growth.
Many EDA residents are dependent on transit or carpooling and do not have their own vehicle.
EDA residents are 1.7 times more likely to carpool and 1.4 times more likely to use transit to
reach their place of work. At the same time, these workers often commute to dispersed
destinations that are not easily reachable through transit. The map below highlights commute
destinations for a subset of EDAs compared to a subset of commuters living along Chicago and
Evanston’s lakefront. CMAP, the region’s transit providers, and other public agencies planning
for transit modernization should emphasize preserving these employment connections through
existing transit or emerging transit service types that may cost-effectively improve connections
between EDAs and jobs.
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Commute destinations for workers living in selected Chicago economically disconnected areas
compared with selected lakefront commuters
South and Westside economically disconnected
areas

Selected lakefront submarket

Source: Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning analysis of LEHD OnTheMap data, 2014.
Note: Each map shows destinations for 85 percent of workers commuting from the outlined area. South and West commuters are
located within a subset of EDAs in the city of Chicago, equaling approximately 175,000 workers. Lakefront commuters are located
within a “submarket 3” area in the joint CMAP and the DePaul Institute for Housing Studies analysis of regional housing markets,
equaling approximately 273,000 workers. This submarket type is characterized by higher incomes and densities, younger residents,
and higher cost housing.

Develop structural solutions to promote reinvestment in disinvested areas
EDAs strongly overlap with disinvested areas — communities that experience a persistent,
long-term lack of market investment, leading to declining property values, taxes, employment,
and, frequently, population. This disinvestment often constrains the ability of any individual
community to respond effectively to these declines, and high tax rates and low market potential
limit private investment. Solutions for disinvested areas will differ substantially from typical,
market-based planning and investment practices. These communities have strong assets in their
residents, existing infrastructure, and businesses, but these are often insufficient to address the
systemic issues communities with significant disinvestment face. Among other solutions,
CMAP and partners should build on existing community assets, identify unique regulatory and
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tax solutions to persistent vacancy and abandonment, build municipal and private sector
capacity, and help communities establish strong partnerships with lending institutions. CMAP
should also explore new federal, state, and local solutions to address systemic barriers to
investment in these areas, as well as promoting local best practices.
Promote housing choice
Housing choice is the ability for all households in the region to find a quality affordable home
that fits each household’s preferences, including proximity to jobs, transportation, and other
amenities, throughout all stages of life. Currently, the region’s housing supply does not meet
demand for all housing choices, particularly demand by residents seeking housing in higher
opportunity areas (i.e., communities with good access to jobs, good schools, and transit). The
barriers to housing choice are broad and require a coalition of CMAP and stakeholders to
increase local capacity to address affordability or vacancy issues, revise building and zoning
ordinances, educate residents on the benefits of choice, and identify changes to federal
regulations.
Provide paths to jobs with meaningful economic opportunity
Not all employment is equal; workforce training efforts for lower-skilled residents, such as
workers living in EDAs, should focus on growing industries and jobs that offer potential for
increased earnings and skills over the long term. The region’s Workforce Investment Boards
already provide a national example of successful coordination with each other and the private
sector. CMAP, civic groups, and other stakeholders should identify growing industries with
potential for upward mobility to offer a refined focus for these job training efforts. Similarly,
municipalities, counties, and the state should reorient economic development efforts on clusters
that drive regional economic growth creating more and higher paying jobs, the types of jobs
with the potential to promote inclusive regional growth.
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Prioritized Investment
Achieving regional goals in an era of limited resources requires prioritization of investments across
sectors, including infrastructure, land use, and our economy.
Limited public resources require the public sector to carefully prioritize investments in
infrastructure, services, new development, technical and funding assistance, and other areas.
Transportation funding from the federal and state government has been stagnant or
diminishing while costs have continued to rise, and this trend shows little sign of reversing.
While this is one of the key challenges facing the region, there are a variety of funding solutions
that regional and local partners can move forward to ensure the high quality of our
transportation system. We can also maximize the potential of limited resources by prioritizing
investment decisions based on the benefits they bring to the metropolitan area.
Federal and state transportation revenue to northeastern Illinois compared to inflation and
operating costs, estimates for selected sources, percent change since 2007
50%
40%
30%

20%
10%
0%
2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

-10%
-20%
Federal revenues*

State motor fuel tax revenue

State motor vehicle
registration fee revenue
Selected transportation system operating costs

Consumer Price Index for all Urban Consumers

Source: Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning analysis of Illinois Department of Transportation data, Illinois Office of the
Comptroller data, Regional Transportation Authority data, and data derived from state/regional resources tables. Note: 2009 federal
transportation revenue excludes revenue from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. Transportation operating costs
include those incurred by Illinois Department of Transportation's District One, Illinois Tollway, Regional Transportation Authority, and
all transit service boards.

In addition, there are opportunities to take advantage of emerging transportation,
communication, and data processing technology to improve the operation of the region’s
transportation and infrastructure networks. Each of these technologies also has the potential for
far-reaching land use and economic impacts, both positive and negative. Infrastructure
investments that simultaneously solve multiple problems will be particularly valuable. For
example, a transportation improvement that simultaneously reduces congestion, increases
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bicycle and pedestrian access, improves public health, and supports local economic
development achieves multiple goals. Similarly, a stormwater solution that both provides
recreational opportunities, improves water quality, and reduces flooding is particularly
important. Other examples abound and will be highlighted throughout ON TO 2050.
While CMAP has a particular responsibility concerning transportation funding, using all public
resources effectively is crucial given current constraints. In fact, coordinating investment across
topical areas — for example, linking transportation investment with housing investment, and
using public investment to spur beneficial private investment — is especially valuable and is
necessary to achieve regional goals. For example, well-connected and frequent suburban transit
requires supportive land use change to increase density, particularly employment, in areas
where more transit is desired. Such coordination is explored further in the recommendations
offered below.
Increase transportation revenues at all levels
The federal, state, and local governments currently provide substantial funding to support the
region’s transportation system, but this revenue is insufficient to move the system to a state of
good repair or make significant enhancements. Certain revenues, such as those collected
through the state motor fuel tax, are forecasted to decline through 2050 as vehicle travel levels
off and fuel economy rises. Failure to increase the flat MFT has limited this source over time, as
revenues fall behind cost increases. CMAP projects a $30-45 billion shortfall of revenue by 2050
simply to maintain, operate, and administer the transportation system in the less than optimal
condition it is in today; the available funding will not allow for reaching a state of good repair,
or additional improvements, enhancements, or expansions to the system. While the region’s
transportation providers have embraced efficiencies of many types and delayed critical projects
for some time, the region’s transportation funding resources are increasingly inadequate.
Regional transportation, civic, and private sector stakeholders must take action to secure
sustainable transportation funding that will support economic competitiveness and a high
quality of life. The plan will call for both state and regional revenue sources. At the state level,
ON TO 2050 will echo GO TO 2040’s call to raise and index the state motor fuel tax to inflation
in the short term and will also recommend instituting a vehicle miles traveled fee over the long
term. The plan will also strongly advocate for a sustainable regional funding source that can
further augment state and federal sources. Finally, the plan will also advocate for expanding the
sales tax base, instituting a federal cost of freight service fee, and increasing parking pricing.
CMAP and transportation agencies should strongly encourage the state and federal
governments to implement these revenue streams following the adoption of ON TO 2050.
Even if these new sources are extensively adopted, most revenues will need to be used simply
to operate and maintain our current system. As such, ON TO 2050 will continue to allocate
revenues with an emphasis on the existing system. The proposed Financial Plan expenditure
categories will include first operating and maintaining the existing system in its current
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condition, then pursuing state of good repair, then implementing modernization efforts to gain
efficiencies and improve traveler experience. As with GO TO 2040, ON TO 2050 will identify a
very small number of expansion projects, weighing these projects against increasingly limited
funding resources. CMAP will emphasize projects across pedestrian, bicycle, transit, and auto
modes, as well as projects that provide a broad range of transportation, land use, economic, and
environmental benefits. Prioritized investment in a small set of projects — to ensure that every
dollar is used as effectively as possible — remains a top priority.
Prioritize regionally significant projects
As the region’s long-range transportation plan, ON TO 2050 has an explicit responsibility to
evaluate, prioritize, and generate a fiscally constrained program of major transportation
investments. These regionally significant projects must create as much regional benefit as
possible within the funding constraints that exist. Defining regional benefit is clearly an
important matter, and ON TO 2050 will use quantitative criteria to evaluate project benefits.
These criteria include:
Regionally significant project evaluation criteria

All Road Projects

Expressway Projects

Transit Projects

Addressing Existing Needs
Pavement & Bridge Condition Pavement & Bridge Condition
Congestion
Congestion
Reliability
Reliability
Safety
Safety

Asset Condition
Capacity constraint
Reliability
ADA deficiency

Achieving Regional Priorities
Degree to which project
serves economically
disconnected areas
Infill supportiveness
Economic impact
Freight benefits

Natural resources impact

Degree to which project serves Degree to which project serves
economically disconnected
economically disconnected
areas
areas
Infill supportiveness
Infill supportiveness
Economic impact
Economic impact
Freight benefits
Freight benefits
GHG emissions
GHG emissions
Emissions near economically
disconnected areas
Natural resources impact
Change in jobs accessible
Change in jobs accessible

Improving Travel
Congestion reduction for trucks
and autos
Commute time by auto
Potential negative impact on
transit ridership
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This process of project evaluation will be similar to what was conducted for GO TO 2040, but
there are some differences. First, a broader range of projects, including major arterial
expansions, Arterial Rapid Transit (ART) and Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) services, are now
considered regionally significant projects, while GO TO 2040 only considered expressway
expansions and rail improvements. Second, the fiscal situation for transportation since the
adoption of GO TO 2040 has worsened, primarily because the federal government, region, and
state have made no progress toward the new revenue sources recommended in GO TO 2040. It
is expected, therefore, that ON TO 2050 will have even tighter fiscal limitation than GO TO 2040
despite the expanded universe of projects.
Strengthen the performance basis for other transportation programming decisions
Use of performance measures is important for all transportation decisions, not just those
affecting large, regionally significant projects. CMAP has historically used performance
measures related to congestion reduction, air quality, and others to evaluate projects for
inclusion in the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) program and Transportation
Alternatives Program (TAP).
Furthermore, the federal transportation program has changed dramatically in recent years to
emphasize tracking performance and now requires MPOs and states to set targets for traffic
safety, pavement and bridge condition, travel time reliability, congestion, and transit asset
condition. As a result, efforts are already underway, and the plan will continue to recommend
increased use of performance measures for other programs, like the Surface Transportation
Program (STP) and funds programmed by the Illinois Department of Transportation, among
other agencies. The plan will also place new emphasis on strategies to improve performance on
these measures as well as link investment to those outcomes.
Finally, ON TO 2050 will explore using additional criteria that measure co-benefits and relate to
other regional goals, like health, infill and reinvestment, and the ability of all people to
participate in the regional economy. The plan will also recommend that municipalities develop
asset management systems to fully implement performance-driven investment and make the
best use of the region’s limited resources.
Plan for the transportation and land use impacts of emerging technologies
Emerging communications, data processing, and transportation technologies have great
potential to change the way that we live, work, and move around the region. Residents today
can already use technology to route and complete a multimodal trip, reducing dependence on
automobiles and fostering walkable places. Retail shopping is increasingly occurring online,
leading to new industrial development and more truck travel. New sensors and data processing
are allowing transportation providers to quickly inform and reroute travelers. There is growing
potential for connected and autonomous vehicles, which offer possible mobility benefits as well
as negative land use change as residents are able to live further from job opportunities and
amenities.
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Technology will continue to change the shape of the region; we must continue to plan for the
comprehensive impacts of these technologies. For example, communities may need additional
strategies to protect vulnerable road users, like bikes and pedestrians, if on-demand delivery
continues to place more trucks on the road or if autonomous vehicles proliferate. Transit may
need to focus on core routes or develop innovative solutions to serve low-density areas if
private ridesourcing continues to grow. To prepare, CMAP and other stakeholders should
continue to evaluate emerging technologies, establish principles and best practices to ensure
that implementation supports regional goals, and assist municipalities in planning for change.
Focus infill, capital, and assistance in priority areas
Prioritized investment extends beyond infrastructure to the types of communities we build and
the programs and policies that we pursue. Development within existing communities takes
advantage of existing infrastructure and provides significant regional benefits in terms of
transportation, environmental, and fiscal outcomes. However, infill on vacant and previously
developed land often faces substantial challenges such as difficulty in assembling parcels,
dealing with multiple jurisdictions, remediating previously used land, site preparation, and
coordinating with existing neighbors. ON TO 2050 will recommend effective and coordinated
investment by the public sector to reduce these barriers, increasing the viability of reinvestment.
Reinvestment efforts should coordinate related transportation and land use efforts. For
example, pursuing reconstruction of an intermodal truck corridor, while including green
infrastructure along the corridor to address localized flooding problems and remediating
nearby brownfields, would be more likely to spur successful industrial development than any
of these investments in isolation. Similarly, local transit-oriented development (TOD) efforts
should coordinate related transit and pedestrian improvements and plan for affordable housing
and equitable TOD.
In addition, ON TO 2050 will recommend focusing reinvestment efforts, funding, and technical
assistance in priority areas, particularly employment centers, transit-rich areas, downtowns and
main streets, and disinvested areas. Identification of priority areas will, to the extent practical,
build on local plans and goals, and help focus limited development, planning, and
infrastructure funding resources. CMAP will develop a definition of these areas in concert with
stakeholders and local governments, as well as encourage allocation of resources from housing,
community investment, workforce training, and other entities to priority areas.
Consider short- and long-term goals for development at the edge of the region
Recognizing the central importance of local governments to our region’s future, ON TO 2050
will have a particular focus on increasing municipal capacity, making fiscally sound
development decisions, and investing in infrastructure to support that development.
Development on agricultural, natural, and other open lands at the fringes of the region can be
important to achieving community goals, but may also result in decreased market viability for
agricultural uses, consumption and degradation of natural assets, and increased costs
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associated with constructing and maintaining new infrastructure and services. As a
complement to ON TO 2050’s continued emphasis on reinvestment in infill areas, ON TO 2050
will recommend that municipalities consider both the short- and long-term fiscal impacts of
development and infrastructure expansion at the edge of the region’s developed area. LTA may
target planning assistance toward rural locations with high potential for growth to help
communities strategically plan for conservation or sensitive development in these locations. The
plan will also promote the use of conservation design, water supply coordination, and other
environmentally sensitive practices when development occurs in such locations, as well as the
conservation of high quality natural areas across the region.
Much of the region’s infrastructure is owned and maintained by its local governments. The
plan will promote asset management by local governments to ensure sound management of
infrastructure over its lifecycle, widespread use of capital improvement plans (CIPs),
incorporation of mid- and long-term infrastructure costs into development decisions, and
similar actions, all seeking to help municipalities make investments that meet both short- and
long-term goals.
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Moving Forward with ON TO 2050
The region must take critical steps to renew growth and promote vitality through 2050. While
current funding, socioeconomic, and development trends offer significant challenges, the region
has many paths forward to achieve economic vitality and a high quality of life. Our strong
transportation network, economic diversity, well trained workforce, and vibrant communities
offer a solid foundation on which to build. ON TO 2050 will focus on principles of resilience,
inclusive growth, and prioritized investment to offer strategies to move the region forward.
The ON TO 2050 plan will primarily be presented on the web, with a companion print piece.
The online format will enable innovative approaches to illustrating the intersections between
the plan’s comprehensive recommendations, providing detailed implementation guidance to
key partners and improving the plan’s accessibility. The web presentation will use mapping of
key policy areas, along with locally relevant recommendations, to aid communities in
implementing key plan directions. This approach will help CMAP to better focus technical
assistance and communities to understand how major recommendations might interact at the
local level as well as identify and learn from peers who face similar challenges or opportunities.
CMAP has developed a substantive bank of research and analysis, public outreach, and
stakeholder input to cultivate the findings and recommendations within this document.
Strategy development will conclude in fall 2017, and this report represents the initial effort to
synthesize the most critical directions from work to date. Following completion of the
Alternative Futures engagement process in late summer 2017, CMAP will process the feedback
received and calibrate plan recommendations accordingly. In addition, CMAP will continue to
engage with stakeholders and the public as strategy development work concludes and the draft
plan is developed.
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Strategy Papers

Snapshots

Climate Resilience
Emerging Transportation Technology
Energy
Highway Operations
Housing Supply and Affordability
Inclusive Growth
Integrating Green Infrastructure
Lands in Transition

Demographic Shifts
The Freight System
Infill and Transit Oriented Development
Regional Economy and Clusters

Natural Resources
The Transit Network
Travel Trends

Municipal Capacity
Public Health

Additional Research Topics
Asset Management

Reinvestment and Infill

Local Food
Highway System Performance
Non-motorized Transportation

Stormwater and Flooding
Tax Policies and Land Use Trends
Transportation System Funding Concepts
Water

Placemaking
Regional Economy
Traffic Safety
Transit Modernization

Items in italics are complete or in the final draft stage.

Page 25 of 25

ON TO 2050 Preview Report
DRAFT for Public Comment

233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 800
Chicago, Illinois 60606
312-454-0400
ONTO2050@cmap.illinois.gov
www.cmap.illinois.gov

FY17-0107

The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) is
our region’s comprehensive planning organization. The
agency and its partners are developing ON TO 2050, a new
comprehensive regional plan to help the seven counties and 284
communities of northeastern Illinois implement strategies that
address transportation, housing, economic development, open
space, the environment, and other quality-of-life issues. See
www.cmap.illinois.gov for more information.

MEMORANDUM
To:

CMAP Board and Committees

From:

CMAP Staff

Date:

July 1, 2017

Re:

ON TO 2050 Update

The CMAP Board and committees receive regular detailed updates on the various components
of ON TO 2050 plan development that are most relevant to them. Since the volume of work
associated with plan development is too large for every committee to learn about every
component individually, this bi-monthly memo provides a brief status update on all major
ongoing elements of plan development, including links to recent presentations and interim or
final products when available. Projects that appear in this document for the first time, or that
were recently completed, are noted and highlighted in italics.
ACTION REQUESTED: Discussion

Regional Snapshot Analyses
Timeline

Status and links

Regional economic clusters
(see website)

CMAP
lead
Simone
Weil

Jul. 2015 –
May 2016

Travel behavior trends (see
website)

Elizabeth
Irvin

Jul. 2015 –
Sep. 2016

Demographic trends
(see website)
Tax policy

Kristin
Ihnchak
Simone
Weil
Alex Beata

Aug. 2015 –
Mar. 2017
n/a

Project complete. The snapshot was published. Copies continue to be
disseminated at relevant meetings and shared via the website and social
media.
Project complete. The snapshot’s release coincided with a transportationrelated ON TO 2050 Big Ideas forum. Media coverage and promotion of the
report continue.
Project complete. The snapshot was published and has been disseminated at
relevant meetings and via the website.
This project has been removed from the work plan due to staffing changes.

Project

Freight system trends
(see website)
Highway system trends

Jesse Elam

Local food

Brian Daly

Infill and TOD trends
(see website)

Liz Schuh

Non-motorized
transportation (see website)
Transit network trends

Lindsay
Bayley
Martin
Menninger

Oct. 2016 –
Oct. 2017
June 2016 –
Nov. 2017

Natural resources

Jared
Patton

Oct. 2016 –
Jan. 2018
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Jul. 2015 –
May 2017
Jul. 2015 –
Aug. 2017
Jun. 2016 –
August 2017
Aug. 2015 –
Aug. 2017

Project complete. Published as “The Freight System: Leading the way” in
May 2017.
The draft snapshot has been reviewed internally. The draft will be
presented to Transportation Committee in September.
The draft snapshot continues to undergo internal review. Completed
document anticipated in August.
The draft snapshot has completed internal content review and is now
in the layout process. ENR Committee will receive a presentation in
July. Publication expected in August.
The draft snapshot is undergoing final internal review. Final draft
expected in August.
An initial draft has been completed, and staff have begun internal
review. Draft will be circulated to key partners. Layout and final
editing will begin in August.
The climate and emissions chapter has been reviewed and edited. A
preliminary draft of the land resources chapter has been completed
and is undergoing revisions. An annotated outline of the water
resources chapter is being developed.
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Placemaking

Ricardo
Lopez

Mar. 2017 –
Feb. 2018

Staff completed a process to define placemaking. Local case studies
highlighting successful placemaking efforts in the region collected.
Ongoing drafting of Introduction, ON TO 2050 and Placemaking, and
Case Studies sections.

Assessment of New Policy Directions
Project
Green infrastructure cobenefits (see website)
Transportation system
funding concepts
(see website)
Climate resilience
(see website)
Highway operations
(see website)
Tax policies and land use
trends (see website)
Housing supply and
affordability (see website)
Reinvestment and infill
strategies (see website)
Inclusive growth
(see website)
Lands in transition
(see website)
Water

CMAP
lead
Kristin
Ihnchak
Lindsay
Hollander,
Alex Beata
Kristin
Ihnchak
Claire Bozic
Lindsay
Hollander
Jonathan
Burch
Tony
Manno, Liz
Oo
Elizabeth
Scott
Nora Beck
Jason
Navota
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Timeline

Status and links

Sep. 2015 –
Apr. 2016
Jul. 2015 –
May 2016

Project complete. The strategy paper was finalized and posted on the web for
feedback.
The project is complete. The strategy paper is posted on the web for feedback.

Jul. 2015 –
Nov. 2016
Jul. 2015 –
Feb. 2017
Dec. 2015 –
Mar. 2017
Jan. 2016 –
May 2017
Oct. 2015 –
Jun. 2017

The project is complete and posted on the CMAP website. Communications
will leverage this report as we promote April’s climate change forum.
The project is complete and the document is posted on the CMAP website.

Oct. 2015 –
Jul. 2017
Jan. 2016 –
Aug. 2017
Sep. 2016 –
Aug. 2017

Strategy paper is undergoing final editing in advance of publication at
the July 19th forum on the Future of Economic Opportunity.
The draft paper has been reviewed internally and by communications;
awaiting publication.
Draft policy framework was presented to ENR Committee in June,
after which the draft strategy paper was distributed to ENR and other
external reviewers for review and comment. Internal review is
complete. Final strategy paper should be complete by August.

The project is complete. The strategy paper is posted on the web for feedback.
The project is complete. The strategy paper is posted on the web for feedback.
The project is complete and the document is posted to the CMAP website.
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Energy

Dan Olson

Regional economy

Simone
Weil

Jun. 2016 –
Sep. 2017
Nov. 2016 –
Sep. 2017

Transit modernization
(see website)
Transportation technology

Martin
Menninger
Elizabeth
Irvin

Jan. 2016 –
Oct. 2017
Jun. 2016 –
Oct. 2017

Municipal capacity

Patrick
Day

Jun. 2016 –
Nov. 2017

Stormwater

Nora Beck

Nov. 2016 –
Jan. 2018

Public health

Ricardo
Lopez

Jan. 2017 –
Jan. 2018

Asset management
(see website)

Tom
Murtha

Feb. 2016 –
Dec. 2017
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Final draft of Energy Strategy Paper complete and shared with CMAP
staff for review.
Completing stakeholder engagement and literature review. Sought
feedback from Economic Development Committee in June. Drafting
underway.
Potential recommendations are being reviewed by staff and
incorporated into a draft document.
The consultant report is being revised to expand on its
recommendations, provide clear direction for partners, and clarify
CMAP’s role in preparing for emerging technology. The strategy paper
will be released in late summer.
Potential strategies are currently being assessed by staff. A draft
Strategy Paper will be discussed at the final meeting of the Resource
Group on July 14 and presented to working committees in late
summer.
Draft regional flooding susceptibility indexes were shared with leaders
at each county stormwater agency or key staff as well as the City of
Chicago and the USACE. A policy framework for the paper is being
developed and will be shared with the ENR committee for review. The
draft strategy paper is anticipated to be complete in September.
The third Resource Group meeting took place on June 7 and project
team gave an overview of partners’ plans, presented drafts of the
health vision and mission statements, and led a discussion on health
barriers. An assessment of peer MPOs was prepared. An activity on
measuring health outcomes scheduled for the July 10 Human and
Community Development Committee meeting. Next Resource Group
meeting scheduled for July 19.
Policy discussions were re-initiated in the context of the Surface
Transportation Program. Follow-up memos on recommendations and
targets will be sent to Transportation Committee in August and
September.
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Other Plan Development Tasks
Project
Communications strategy

CMAP
lead
Tina
Fassett
Smith

Timeline

Status and links

Ongoing

Since June, communications staff has continued to execute
promotional strategy for Alternative Futures, which will continue
through August 2017. Usage of kiosks, workshop feedback, website
traffic, metroquest usage, social media interaction, and attendance at
forums are all being monitored and adjustments made to ensure
maximum engagement. Media outreach has particularly notable,
including meetings with both city and suburban newspaper editorial
boards and TV and radio media opportunities. In addition,
communications staff released and promoted multiple strategy papers.
The communications team continues to work with vendors and plan
managers to develop visual assets for the plan and to prepare for the
eventual web presentation of ON TO 2050.
Staff coordinated with snapshot manager to post Freight System
Snapshot data and prep Infill/TOD Snapshot data for the CMAP Data
Hub. Continued to develop analytical tools and data products to
inform topical research. Processed LEHD workflow data for
Economically Disadvantaged Areas.
Reasonably expected revenue options were presented to CMAP
committees for feedback. Revisions to the draft revenue and
expenditures forecasts are underway, as are efforts to develop
allocations to expenditure categories.
Feedback on LIMA layers and Conservation Areas collected through
municipal outreach workshops is being processed. Topic area
refinement of priority layers continues, and a template for metadata
details and transfer to data hub is under development. Conversion of
some layers for use in ON TO 2050 story maps is underway.
Public engagement to support development of the ON TO 2050 plan
focuses on Alternative Futures and uses multiple tools to broaden and
deepen the regional discussion and generate feedback. Three
Alternative Futures Forums have taken place and were well-attended;

Data and tool development

Zach
Vernon

Ongoing

Financial plan

Lindsay
Hollander

Ongoing

Layers

Lindsay
Bayley

Ongoing

Outreach activities

Jane
Grover

Ongoing
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Regionally significant
projects
Scenario development

Jesse Elam

Ongoing

Kristin
Ihnchak

Ongoing

Socioeconomic forecast

David
Clark

Ongoing
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the last two forums in suburban venues will focus on The Future of
Economic Opportunity (July in Homewood) and Doing More with
Less (August in Libertyville). Interactive kiosks are collecting input at
20 locations across the region, generating approximately 3,000
individual interactions per week. Four in-depth, online (MetroQuest)
surveys for four of the Alternative Futures are open and collecting
additional input; the fifth will go online soon. In-person public
engagement has included over 60 workshops and other events as of
June 30, reaching thousands of residents, with more events on the
calendar through August. The public engagement activities are
supported and amplified by coordinated print materials and extensive
social media output, using the #2050BigIdeas hashtag thread on
Twitter and Facebook.
Staff continues to evaluate projects.
Memos on changed climate, walkable communities, and constrained
resources were completed and draft memos on innovative
transportation and transformed economy are undergoing internal
review. Staff also launched the changed climate survey and walkable
communities survey, and continues to develop surveys for remaining 3
futures. Staff has presented at least one of the futures to all working
committees, as well as the Board, MPO Policy Committee, and the
Planning Coordinating Committee. Interactive kiosks have also been
completed for all five futures.
Revised regional forecast (with 2015 base-year updates) completed.
Regional summary totals and reports posted on the CMAP Data Hub.
###
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