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Project Study Area



Process + Outreach

Public Participation

 366 Metroquest responses (904 

visitors)

 50 hardcopy survey responses

 150 attendees at public workshop 

 4 Steering Committee meetings

Outreach Appearances

 2 NEIU classes

 5 neighborhood/block group 

meetings

 CTA Kimball/Kedzie development 

visioning meeting

 Territory Albany Park (After 

School Matters)

 North River Commission 

“Environment Night”

 Albany Park Worldfest



Scott Berman | LADCOR

Joel Bookman | NRC

John Friedmann | NRC

Brian Sobolak | Albany Park Neighbors

Mark Jones | Horner Park West NA

Jim Peters | Ravenswood Manor IA

Jim O’Reilly | North Mayfair IA

Chris Lambesis | Mayfair Comm. Assoc.

Roya Mehrnoosh | West River IA

Misha Mann | Residents of Irving Park

Sylvia Asllani | Peterson Park IA

Nathan Gumley | People of E. Albany Park

Dan Luna | Brynford Park Comm. Assoc.

Andrew Levin | Special Service Area #60

Hannah Saayad-Moses | Jaafer Sweets

Marcelo Sztainberg | NEIU

Maxine Chaikouang | Café Chien

Natalie Ramos-Castillo | Albany Park CC

Inchul Choi | Korean American Comm. Svc.

Kompha Seth | Cambodian Association

Jenise Celestin | Swedish Covenant

Marilyn Winters | Heartland Health Ctr.

Steering Committee



Issues + Opportunities

 Issue: Community safety

 Opportunity: Neighborhood Diversity

 Issue: Perception and potential of Lawrence Avenue

 Opportunity: Transit oriented development

 Issue: Threats to housing affordability, diversity, and quality

 Issue: Stormwater and flooding

 Opportunity: Rivers, parks, and trails



Guiding Principles

 Build on past accomplishments and current efforts of NRC, 

community organizations, local businesses, residents, and institutions

 Preserve affordability and diversity

 Activate and enhance existing assets

 Provide safe and healthy places to live

 Promote clean, accessible rivers

 Cultivate and communicate a distinct sense of place
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Priority|Housing Affordability



Priority|Housing Affordability

Key Strategies

 Convene collaborative network of 

community partners

 Preserve affordable family housing

 Create new affordable units near transit



Priority|Lawrence Avenue Experience



Key Strategies

 Consider expanding SSA

 Create plazas and gathering places

 Enhance streetscaping

 Focus on key nodes

 Develop diversity-focused branding 

campaign

 Leverage historic buildings and 

landmarks

Priority|Lawrence Avenue Experience



Race and Ethnicity, 2010 Source: 2000 and 2010 U.S. Census
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Priority|Promoting Diversity



Key Strategies

 Support and strengthen local 

businesses

 Develop stronger inclusion of Latino 

community within NRC

 Market the neighborhood’s diversity

 Preserve housing choices

Priority|Promoting Diversity



What is the most important need for recreation in the neighborhood?

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

More new parks

More playgrounds

Completing the Weber Spur and North Branch Trail

Bike Trails/lanes through center of neighborhood

Enhancing gateways and wayfinding

Improving access to the rivers

Clean rivers

Priority|Park and River Connections



Key Strategies

 Advocate for completion of Weber 

Spur

 Enhance gateways and wayfinding

 Connect and improve neighborhood 

bikeways

 Open parks and preserves to rivers

Priority|Park and River Connections



Each weekday, 64,000 people ride the 

Brown Line. 

Almost 8,000 of them board at Kimball, 

Kedzie, or Francisco.
Priority|TOD



Key Strategies

 Pursue equitable TOD through cross-

sector partnership

 Encourage new housing for seniors 

and small households

 Advocate for location of ARO units 

on site

 Promote reduced parking

 Coordinate with CTA

Priority|TOD



Priority|Stormwater Solutions



Priority|Stormwater Solutions

Key Strategies

 Monitor implementation of stormwater 

diversion tunnel

 Advocate expansion of green 

stormwater infrastructure

 Create new affordable units near transit

 Pursue partnerships



Priority|Community Safety



Key Strategies

 Pursue design improvements in 

commercial corridors

 Pursue design improvements in 

public parks

 Enhance the pedestrian experience

 Partner with existing programs

Priority|Community Safety



Next Steps

 Coordinate public input event with ULI

 Continue participating in CTA Kimball/Kedzie study

 Complete draft plan

 Incorporate input from DPD, CTA, Steering Committee, and other 

groups

 Public open house


