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1.0

Call to Order and Introductions – Mayor Schielke

George Van Dusen
Mayor, Village of Skokie
North Shore Council

2.0

Agenda Changes and Announcements

Karen Darch
President, Village of Barrington
Northwest Council

3.0

Approval of Minutes – October 24, 2017
Action Requested: Approval

4.0

STP Project Selection Committee Update
Staff will brief the committee on the initial December STP Project
Selection Committee meeting
ACTION REQUESTED: Discussion

5.0

Transportation Programming Updates/Action Items
5.1 IDOT Bureau of Local Roads Update
Current topics and updates from IDOT Local Roads will be
shared.
ACTION REQUESTED: Information

Al Larson
President, Village of Schaumburg
Northwest Council
Jeffrey Sherwin
Mayor, City of Northlake
North Central Council
Joseph Tamburino
Mayor, Village of Hillside
North Central Council
James Discipio
President, Village of LaGrange Park
Central Council
Alice Gallagher
President, Village of Western
Springs
Central Council
Dave Brady
President, Village of Bedford Park
Southwest Council
John Mahoney
Mayor, Village of Palos Park
Southwest Council

5.2 Surface Transportation Program – Locally Programmed (STP-L)
Expenditure Report
Staff will provide an update on Federal Fiscal Year 2018 STP-L
expenditures.
ACTION REQUESTED: Information

Michael Einhorn
President, Village of Crete
South Council
Len Austin
President, Village of Clarendon Hills
DuPage Council
Eric Spande
President, Village of Winfield
DuPage Council
John Skillman
President, Village of Carpentersville
Kane/Kendall Council
Glenn Ryback
President, Village of Wadsworth
Lake Council
Richard Mack
President, Village of Ringwood
McHenry Council
Robert Nunamaker
President, Village of Fox River Grove
McHenry Council
Roger Claar
Mayor, Village of Bolingbrook
Will Council
Jim Holland
Mayor, Village of Frankfort
Will Council

6.0

Unified Work Program (UWP)
The Planning Liaison (PL) program is funded with Federal
Metropolitan Planning funds, as allocated in the Unified Work
Program. Local matching funds are provided by each local Council.
The PL program receives funds to assist CMAP, as the Metropolitan
Planning Organization for northeastern Illinois, in meeting federal
transportation planning requirements. The draft scope of services and
FY 2018 funding proposal are included for your consideration.
ACTION REQUESTED: Approval

7.0

Regional Strategic Freight Direction (RSFD)
Staff will present the RSFD. The report provides near term direction for CMAP and key
partners in its freight planning, policy, and programming work. The Freight Committee
and other CMAP working committees have helped develop these recommendations
over the past year. The document is supported by the ON TO 2050 Freight Snapshot,
which reviews data and trends in the region’s goods movement system.
ACTION REQUESTED: Discussion

8.0

Legislative Update
The draft 2018 CMAP Federal Agenda and State Legislative Agenda and Principles were
discussed by the CMAP Board on January 10, 2018. Staff will update the council on
these matters.
ACTION REQUESTED: Information

9.0

Other Business

10.0

Public Comment
This is an opportunity for comments from members of the audience. The amount of
time available to speak will be at the chair’s discretion.

11.0

Next Meeting
The next regular meeting is scheduled for May 15, 2018.

12.0

Adjourn
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Executive Committee and Elected Officials Present
Mayor Jeffery Schielke, Chairman, Mayor Leon Rockingham Jr., 1st Vice Chair,
President Dave Brady, President Karen Darch, President Michael Einhorn (via
phone), President Alice Gallagher, President Al Larson, President Glen Ryback,
Mayor Jeffrey Sherwin
Other Present
Mark Baloga, Jennifer Becker, Ryan Bigbie, Clayton Black, Susan Borucki, Elaine
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CMAP Staff Present
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John Mahoney
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1.0

Call to Order and Introductions
Chairman Schielke called the meeting to order at 9:37 a.m.

2.0

Agenda Changes and Announcements
Ms. Dixon announced that the RTA Strategic Plan was added to the
agenda as item 6.0.

3.0

Approval of Minutes – September 12, 2017
Vice Chairman Rockingham made a motion, seconded by President
Ryback, to approve the minutes of the September 12, 2017 meeting. With
all in favor, the motion carried.

4.0

Transportation Programming Updates/Action Items
4.1 IDOT Bureau of Local Roads
Mr. Riddle reported that there were only three STP projects let in August
and September and one in November. In January, there are 19 STP
projects targeting letting with a potential for spending $64 million. He
explained that large projects that use a smaller percentage of federal
funding take up a large portion of the IDOT appropriation. Chairman
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Schielke asked if IDOT is in a position to commit state funds on projects. Mr. Riddle
stated if a local agency has a letter of intent for state participation from IDOT, the will
be available.
4.2 Surface Transportation Program – Locally Programmed (STP-L) Expenditure Report
Mr. Pietrowiak distributed a summary of FFY 2017 STP-L expenditures. He reported
$120,685,611 was obligated for 196 projects throughout the region in federal fiscal year
2017, $64 million of which was from the suburbs and $57 million from Chicago. He also
discussed the types of construction projects that used STP-L funds, with resurfacing at
44% the most common. The January 2018 letting has $64 million in suburban projects
scheduled, which is as much as the suburbs typically obligate in an entire year. He noted
that there are a number of major construction projects planned for 2018.
5.0

Surface Transportation Program (STP) Update
5.1 Agreement
Ms. Dobbs announced the STP Agreement was signed on October 11, 2017. She noted
the agreement is primarily what the committee saw at the meeting in September but
with the addition of the smoothing of the distribution and a slower ramp up of the
shared fund.
5.2 Next Steps
Ms. Dobbs explained that the agreement contains a list of tasks and deadlines for the
committee over the next 2-3 years and the first one is to establish a project selection
committee. Chairman Schielke suggested the three committee officers, Chairman
Schielke, Vice-Chairman Rockingham, and Vice-Chairman Williams, serve as the
Council of Mayors representatives for the foreseeable future. Ms. Dobbs noted that staff
plans to convene the committee by early December so that a meeting schedule and
logistics can be established. Once established, one of the first tasks will be, by the end of
June 2018, to develop a robust active program management system that will serve to
keep both the shared fund projects and the local programs on track to ensure that or
region takes full advantage of the federal funds that are apportioned to us and that we
minimize our vulnerability to rescission or lapse of these funds. With help from this
committee, the city, and IDOT, the project selection committee will look at best practices
in the region and throughout the country and will examine inclusion of deadlines for
projects to be initiated and for project phases to reach federal obligation. Appropriate
grace periods for reprogramming of funds within local councils, the city, and the shared
fund will be looked at. Finally, policies for project and phase eligibility and for the redistribution of unobligated funds will be considered. At the same time the committee
will be developing a project selection methodology for the shared fund that should
include consideration of the type and scale of projects appropriate for a regional fund,
what the application process will entail, how projects will be ranked and selected and
what the timeframe will be. The methodology must be established before the first call
for shared fund projects, which is planned for about a year from now so that project
implementation can begin at the start of FFY 2020 in October of 2019. As part of the
methodology discussions, the committee will also be asked to develop parameters for
providing assistance to disadvantaged communities and to define eligibility for this
assistance. Continuous back and forth engagement with the Executive Committee will

be critical to the success of developing the active program management system and
project selection methodology, therefore there will be a standing agenda item for
discussion going forward.
Ms. Dobbs continued to report that concurrent with the project selection committee
activities, CMAP will be working to collect more complete data for the five measures
that will be used to distribute funding to individual councils and the city and is
currently moving forward from a request for information for development of a
pavement management system to the development of an RFQ or RFP. CMAP will
actively be soliciting feedback from the councils and will likely be seeking willing
partners for pilot programs. More discussion of pavement management system
development is expected at the committee’s next meeting in January. Over the next year
or so there will also need to be discussions at each individual council to modify project
selection methodologies to determine how each council will incorporate the six regional
priorities their individual methodologies, along with the active program management
system developed by the project selection committee. The first concurrent call for local
program projects is anticipated to occur in late 2019/early 2020 for new or continuing
projects to being implementation at the start of FFY 2021 in October of 2020.
The process for implementation of current council programs was explained by Ms.
Dobbs. She reported that CMAP will monitor programming and obligations against a
single regional mark in FFY 2018, 2019, and 2020 that will allow projects to move
forward on a “first ready, first funded” basis. This means that funds will not be reserved
in a particular year for individual projects. Instead, as project phases meet the necessary
milestones to move forward to federal obligation, they will be accommodated, as long as
the region has funding available. Since funding is still limited in the region, it will not
be possible to add new projects to a council’s program that would cause the council to
exceed three times their 2017 allotment. The same is true for accommodating cost
increases. Staff will work closely with the planning liaisons to provide as much
flexibility as possible while still honoring the commitments each of your councils has
made to your member communities. Just like in the past, moving projects forward or
adding funding to projects may require other projects with equivalent costs to move
back. When necessary, staff will review requests and bring them forward to this
committee for consideration, similar to how advance funding requests were handled in
the past. Ms. Dobbs concluded by stating that existing projects should continue to
proceed as normal and that it will be critical to everyone to keep council planning
liaisons and CMAP staff up-to-date on the status of projects. Chairman Schielke
commented that there is a need for CMAP to go out and meet with individual councils
to make sure everyone understands how the new STP process will work. Ms. Dobbs
stated that staff will continue to participate in council meetings to provide guidance and
answer questions. Ms. Becker asked if CMAP staff could provide a comprehensive
program of projects from all councils. Ms. Dobbs noted that staff is working to develop
this program and will provide that to the planning liaisons.

6.0

RTA Strategic Plan

Ms. Leary presented an overview of the 2018-2023 RTA Strategic Plan. Adoption of the
plan is expected in 2018. Chairman Schielke commented that there are some home
delivery services that are not charging the RTA sales tax and asked how the RTA is
handling the issue. Ms. Leary responded that the RTA is working with the Department
of Revenue to address the issue and explained that the sales tax is used for operating
costs, while the strategic plan is focused on capital investment. Mayor Rockingham
asked if a part of the vision will include planning expansion outside of Chicago. Ms.
Leary responded that the focus is trying to maintain the current system but at the plan
does consider possible service expansion such as Pace’s express bus services.
7.0

ON TO 2050: Municipal Capacity Strategy Paper
Mr. Day presented an overview of the draft strategies in the Municipal Capacity
Strategy Paper that will assist municipalities with the future implementation of ON TO
2050 and requested committee feedback. The strategy paper will be published in late
November. President Gallagher said the near term priority for the region should focus
on infrastructure improvements. The committee discussed the uncertainty in funding
levels in Illinois and how that has been impacting municipal capacity. Mayor Schielke
requested that CMAP staff keep the committee engaged as this topic evolves.

8.0

Proposed Meeting Schedule
Chairman Schielke announced the February meeting date listed in the meeting agenda
will be changed to January 23, 2017 in order to meet before UWP proposals are due.
President Larson made a motion to approve the proposed meeting schedule, seconded
by President Darch. The motion carried.

9.0

Other Business
There was no other business.

10.0

Public Comment
There was no public comment.

11.0

Next Meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for January 23, 2018.

12.0

Adjourn
On a motion by President Ryback, seconded by Mayor Rockingham, the meeting
adjourned at 10:58 a.m.

Agenda Item 6.0
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To:

CMAP Council of Mayors Executive Committee

From:

Mike Walczak, Transportation Director,
Northwest Council of Mayors Liaison, on behalf of Planning Liaisons

Date:

January 16, 2018

Subject:

Unified Work Program Funding Request

Introduction

In anticipation of submitting a proposal for FY 2019 Unified Work Program (UWP)
funding, the Council of Mayors Planning Liaisons present this summary document
describing the proposal process and the relevance of UWP funding to the Council of
Mayors Executive Committee.
Background
Federal legislation requires that the planning and programming of federal
transportation funding in metropolitan areas be conducted as a continuing, cooperative
and comprehensive process. To facilitate this process, the federal government
mandates the establishment of decision-making boards called Metropolitan Planning
Organizations (MPOs) and provides planning funds to staff and house them. In
Northeastern Illinois, the CMAP MPO Policy Committee serves this role. Federal
planning funds are catalogued annually in the CMAP Unified Work Program (UWP)
and are known locally as UWP funds. UWP funding supports the activities of multiple
agencies including CMAP, CTA, the City of Chicago, Metra, Pace, RTA, county
DOTs, as well as other agencies that may compete for the funding.
Most relevant to this committee, UWP funding supports the Regional Council of
Mayors Planning Liaison (PL) Program. The PL program includes the cost of staff
(called Planning Liaisons or PLs) and overhead for each Council, with the intention of
fostering strategic participation by local officials in the region's transportation process.
A major component of this work is the administration of the local Surface
Transportation Program (STP). This program gives to each Council of Mayors project
selection and programming authority over an annual allocation of federal
transportation funds.
General UWP Process
The distribution of UWP funding is administered by the CMAP UWP Committee.
Committee membership includes representation from the City of Chicago, CTA,
CMAP, Council of Mayors, Counties, IDOT, Metra, PACE, RTA, FHWA, FTA and
IEPA.
Currently, Mayor Eugene Williams of the Village of Lynwood represents the Council
of Mayors on that body. On an annual basis, the UWP Committee opens a call for

projects and accepts proposals for funding. Proposals are considered for both a core
and a competitive program. The core program funds all projects that are required to
meet federal requirements. Any funding that remains after these needs are met is
distributed on a competitive basis to projects that support regional priorities. The UWP
priorities followed for the last five years align with the regional priorities described in
the GO TO 2040 Plan. The approved priorities for FY 2019 are:
Modernization of the Public Transit System. GO TO 2040 recommends an enhanced
focus on prioritizing planning work for the modernization of the existing transit
system. Actions include work on coordinating services and fares, including pursuit of
a universal fare payment system, work on traveler information systems, and
technological improvements including transit signal priority and ART. Project
proposals, especially from the transit agencies, should feature these elements as a
primary component.
Financial Planning Including Innovative Financing Strategies. GO TO 2040 also
stresses an array of recommendations related to transportation finance, including
improved financial planning. Actions include strengthening transit financial oversight,
planning for efficiencies that reduce transit operating costs, the identification of
funding sources for CREATE, and continued planning/policy work on other important
issues of fiscal policy to improve the transportation system.
Improving Decision-Making Models and Evaluation Criteria for Project Selection.
GO TO 2040 also emphasizes improving decision-making processes for transportation
projects, as well as the overarching importance of prioritization for making
investments given constrained funding. This includes constructing improved models
for answering the most pressing questions about major projects and designing
appropriate and regionally-vetted evaluation criteria for judging projects.
Planning Work Toward Implementation of GO TO 2040 Major Capital Projects,
Including Supportive Land Use. The continuation of near-term work to further GO
TO 2040’s short list of fiscally constrained major capital projects is also a high
priority. Potential work includes planning for the inclusion of transit components as
part of major highway projects, advancing recommended transit projects through the
New Starts program or other discretionary funding programs, and planning for
supportive land use around transportation, including active technical assistance to
local governments.
Local Technical Assistance and the Formation of Collaborative Planning Efforts. A
major emphasis area of GO TO 2040 is providing targeted technical assistance to
local governments, information sharing, and formal planning efforts that focus on
transportation and other interconnected issues of livability.
Schedule
The schedule for the development of the FY 2019 UWP is as follows:


January 2, 2018 - Call for Proposals












January 29, 2018- FY 2019 UWP Proposals Due
February 14, 2018 - Presentation of Proposals
February 23, 2018 - UWP Committee members rank proposals
March 2, 2018 - CMAP prepares committee ranked proposals with funding
allocation
March 14, 2018 - UWP Meeting - Adoption of FY 2019 Program
April 27, 2018 - Transportation Committee considers approval of FY 2019
UWP to MPO Policy Committee
June 13, 2018 - Programming Committee considers approval of FY 2019 UWP
to CMAP Board
June 13, 2018 - CMAP Board considers approval of proposed FY 2019 UWP
June 14, 2018 - MPO Policy Committee considers approval of proposed FY
2019 UWP
June 30, 2018 – FY 2019 UWP Document Released

PL Grants
Each year, on behalf of the Councils of Mayors, the Planning Liaisons develop a
proposal for the Planning Liaison (PL) Program to be considered for inclusion in the
core program. This is presented to the Council of Mayors Executive Committee for
approval prior to submitting it to the UWP Committee. The proposal includes a scope
of work and a funding request. The FY 2019 proposal is attached.
Historically, the “PL grants” have supported the equivalent of one or two Planning
Liaisons for each Council of Mayors. As with most federal transportation grants, they
require a local match. In previous years, two grants were available to each Council: an
“80/20 grant” and a “50/50 grant”, so called because they require a 20% local match or
a 50% local match, respectively. For FY 2019, the Councils are recommending all PL
positions be funded at the 80/20 level.
The exact grant amounts for each Council are determined according to the following
formula: Approximately 70% of the federal funding total is divided evenly among the
11 Councils. 10% of the total federal funding is then distributed proportionately to the
Councils based on their 2010 population. These two distributions comprise the federal
portion of the main PL position. The remaining 20% of the federal funding total is
split between the Councils that opt to receive a second PL grant. The amount of
funding for the second PL positions identical for all participating Councils. The
spreadsheet documenting the distribution is included in the UWP proposal.
Today’s Action
As noted above, the UWP Committee opened a call for proposals between January 2,
2018 and January 29, 2018. The Planning Liaisons discussed their anticipated scope of
work and funding needs among themselves and with their Councils. They have
developed a draft FY 2019 proposal and today present it for approval to the Council of
Mayors Executive Committee. Upon approval, the proposal will be submitted to the
UWP Committee.

Scope of Service/Responsibilities
FY 2019 Planning Liaison Scope of Services

The Planning Liaison (PL) Program is funded with Federal Metropolitan Planning funds, as
allocated in the Unified Work Program (UWP). Local matching funds are provided by each local
Council. The PL Program receives Core Supplemental funds to assist CMAP, as the
Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Chicago region, in meeting Federal transportation
planning requirements including development of a Long Range Transportation Plan,
Transportation Improvement Program, and Congestion Management System. The PL Program
includes five general task areas described below that will be completed using the Core
Supplemental budget as allocated in the FY 2019 UWP.
Communication & Public Involvement
The PL program will be the basic communication link between CMAP and the suburban mayors.
PL staff will attend CMAP Transportation Committee, MPO Policy Committee, CMAP Board,
and other relevant meetings and provide information about CMAP transportation policies,
programs and initiatives to local officials and stakeholders, will provide feedback regarding those
issues to the CMAP staff, committees and Board and will ensure that CMAP is apprised of
regional and sub-regional issues of importance to their communities.
The PL program will be the primary public contact for local government projects in the eTIP
database. As such, the PLs are expected to keep abreast of project status and issues, and maintain
close contact with local project officials and project teams by facilitating the scheduling of project
phase kick-off meetings with IDOT and project sponsors, attending those meetings,
FHWA/IDOT project coordination meetings, and other project-related meetings and events.
The PL program will actively work to assist CMAP staff with the implementation of GO TO
2040 as well as the development and implementation of the ON TO 2050 regional comprehensive
plan through participation in the CMAP committee structure and facilitation of meetings, events,
and distribution of information throughout the subregional areas.
The PL program will be responsible for conveying information about council transportation
activities via either a council website or the CMAP website. At a minimum, an up-to-date
meeting calendar, meeting agendas and attachments, minutes of past meetings, and information
regarding the council’s STP program development and current status should be available.
General Liaison
The PL program will provide staff assistance as part of the GO TO 2040 and ON TO 2050
comprehensive regional planning effort. This includes being involved in the CMAP committee
structure and providing technical and other support to help achieve CMAP objectives. The PL
staff will participate in and provide input on local planning initiatives as well as regional and
subregional planning efforts surrounding the Transportation Improvement Program, Congestion
Management System, and GO TO 2040/ON TO 2050. The PL staff will represent the interests of
the subregional councils when attending and participating in advisory groups, committees, and
public meetings for regional or subregional planning efforts, and regionally significant projects.
The PL program will support the development and implementation of CMAP’s Local Technical
Assistance (LTA) program, the RTA’s Community Planning program, Invest in Cook, and similar
programs by providing program and funding opportunity information to local agencies,
facilitating outreach efforts, assisting CMAP, the RTA, or other program sponsors with the

Council of Mayors – Planning Liaison Program

FY 2019 Scope of Services

Scope of Service/Responsibilities
FY 2019 Planning Liaison Scope of Services
assessment of applications, and facilitating communication with project sponsors during the
implementation of projects.
Program Development – Surface Transportation Program
The PL program will support the region’s transition to new programming and management
methods for the local Surface Transportation Program (STP) while managing the implementation
of existing programs developed in prior years. PL staff shall actively participate in the
development of an Active Program Management (APM) system for the shared fund and local
programs, the development of a shared fund project selection methodology, data collection for
determination of funding distribution, and other related topics by attending STP project selection
committee meetings, participating in PL and other meetings, facilitating presentations at
subregional council meetings or events, and soliciting local government feedback and
communicating that feedback to CMAP and the STP project selection committee, throughout the
transition process. The PL program will, with support from CMAP staff and the STP project
selection committee, begin making modifications to local council STP methodologies to
incorporate the APM system and regional priorities.
During the transition period, PL staff shall closely monitor the implementation progress of STPfunded projects, and shall provide status updates to IDOT and CMAP on a schedule aligned with
TIP change deadlines or when requested by CMAP staff.
Program Monitoring and Active Program Management
The PL program will work with local officials, regional, state and federal agencies and
consultants to ensure the timely, efficient and effective implementation of transportation projects
from the project scoping phase through project completion and close out. This will include
providing regular project status reports and attending coordination meetings with CMAP and
IDOT staff for all locally sponsored projects, at least semi-annually, and more often when
requested. The PL program will be responsible for Active Program Management for locally
sponsored projects funded with federal Surface Transportation Block Grant (STP), Congestion
Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ), Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP), Safe Routes to
School (SRTS), STP-Bridge, Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP), and other federal
and state resources awarded to local governments through regional, statewide, or national
selection processes.
The PL program is responsible for initiating and updating local projects within the eTIP database
accurately and on time, including mapping projects and attaching related documents. Active
Program Management of these projects also includes reviewing and submitting to IDOT all
project forms completed by local agencies and their representatives. This includes, but is not
limited to, Project Program Information (PPI) forms and draft local agency funding and
engineering agreements. This requires that planning liaisons produce and submit to CMAP all
appropriate TIP changes for locally-sponsored projects in a timely manner to ensure timely
processing by IDOT and timely federal authorization, and assisting CMAP, IDOT, and FHWA
with ensuring timely invoicing and project close out for locally sponsored projects.
The PL program will assist local governments with accessing state and federal funds by
communicating funding opportunity information and assisting local agencies with the completion
of applications. For calls for projects issued through the eTIP database, the PL staff shall review
and release to CMAP all complete funding applications. The PL program shall communicate
project selection results and assist local governments with project initiation, including meeting
GATA requirements.

Council of Mayors – Planning Liaison Program

FY 2019 Scope of Services

Scope of Service/Responsibilities
FY 2019 Planning Liaison Scope of Services
Technical Assistance
The PL program shall maintain a high level of expertise on transportation planning topics by
attending and actively participating in local, regional, state, and national training, meetings, and
conferences. The training shall include, but not be limited to, CMAP eTIP training, CMAQ,
TAP, and other funding program information and training sessions, IDOT program administration
training, IDOT and State of Illinois GATA training, the annual IDOT Fall Planning Conference,
the annual John Noel Public Transit Conference, IML meetings and conferences, FHWA and
FTA training offered through NTI, and meetings and conferences by professional organizations
such as APA, ITE, ASCE, AASHTO, NARC, and others. PL staff shall encourage appropriate
local government participation in the same, and shall communicate procedural changes, new or
updated regulations, and other appropriate information from these sessions to local government
and transportation partners.
The PL program will provide technical support and assistance regarding transportation issues to
CMAP and local governments. It will provide data and analysis regarding issues of importance to
regional or sub-regional agencies.

Council of Mayors – Planning Liaison Program

FY 2019 Scope of Services

FY 19 Unified Work Program (UWP)
for Northeastern Illinois
Core Projects Proposal Form

State Fiscal Year (July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019)

Project Title

Subregional Transportation Planning, Programming and
Management

Sponsoring Agency

Council of Mayors

FHWA/FTA
Amount Requested

$1,628,372.88

Local Match Amount

$407,093.22

Total Project Cost (Local
Match Amount must be at least
20% of Total Project Cost)

$2,035,466.10

Description and Justification
Brief Description: To provide for strategic participation by local officials in the region's
transportation process as required by the FAST Act, the Regional Planning Act, and further
legislation. To support the Council of Mayors by providing program development, monitoring
and active management of projects utilizing STP, CMAQ, TAP, and other federal and state
funding programs as needed and directed by CMAP, IDOT, and/or FHWA, general liaison
services, technical assistance and communication assistance.
Major Tasks (up to 20)
1. Communication and Public Involvement
2. General Liaison Services
3. Program Development – Surface Transportation Program
4. Program Monitoring and Active Program Management
5. Technical Assistance
Core Justification (How are the tasks and products for this project aligned with core MPO
responsibilities? Does it serve to close any existing gaps in the process?)
The PL program provides a direct link between municipalities, counties, CMAP, IDOT and other
partner agencies working to accomplish core activities. PLs directly manage federally funded
projects sponsored by local governments in the TIP, actively participate in the implementation of
GO TO 2040 and the development of ON TO 2050, assist with air quality conformity and
provide/promote local government involvement in all CMAP activities.
Core Justification (please identify at least one principal of the regional priorities associated with
this project and/or the required MPO activities)
Planning work toward continual implementation of GO TO 2040 major capital projects,
including supportive land use. Local technical assistance and the formation of collaborative
planning efforts

FY 19 Unified Work Program (UWP)
for Northeastern Illinois
Core Projects Proposal Form

State Fiscal Year (July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019)
Is this project a continuation of previous work? If so, please explain.
The PL program is a continuous program.
Who will benefit from the interim or final products of this project?
The region's municipalities, counties and transportation agencies and the constituents of these
bodies.
What is the source of funds for the local match portion of this project?
Each Council provides matching funds from their operating budget. The Council budgets are
typically funded by local governments.

Products and Completion Schedule
Product

Product Type

Completion Date

Surface Transportation Program

Ongoing

Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality

Ongoing

Other Federal Funding Programs

Ongoing

Other State Funding Programs

Ongoing

Newsletters/Annual Reports

Ongoing

Quarterly Reports

Ongoing

Other Plans/Programs, as needed

Ongoing

Overall Program Management

Ongoing

Coordination with CMAP, IDOT, and
other agencies

Ongoing

Expense Breakdown
Staff (including overhead) cost
Note: Details of Overhead cost must be
provided

Core Projects Proposal Form

$2,035,466.10
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FY 19 Unified Work Program (UWP)
for Northeastern Illinois
Core Projects Proposal Form

State Fiscal Year (July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019)
Total Person Months

192

Consultant Cost

$

Other Costs

$

Total Project Cost

$2,035,466.10

Please specify the purpose of consultant costs and time line for expenditure

Please specify the purpose of other costs

Core Projects Proposal Form
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Council of Mayors FY 19 UWP Proposed Program Funding Distribution Table
For January 23 Council of Mayors Executive Committee meeting

Council

Population

% Total

Base Distribution

Population Distribution

Additional Staff

Local Match
Total

Total Federal

Total Federal and
Local

North Shore

326,078

5.71% $

91,799.55 $

8,690.98

$0.00 $

100,490.53

$25,122.63 $

Northwest

713,803

12.50% $

91,799.55 $

19,025.79

$0.00 $

110,825.34

$27,706.34 $

125,613.16
138,531.68

North Central

310,457

5.44% $

91,799.55 $

8,280.02

$0.00 $

100,079.57

$25,019.89 $

125,099.46

Central

257,867

4.51% $

91,799.55 $

6,864.51

$0.00 $

98,664.06

$24,666.02 $

123,330.08

Southwest

377,340

6.61% $

91,799.55 $

10,060.84

$0.00 $

101,860.39

$25,465.10 $

127,325.49

South

519,918

9.10% $

91,799.55 $

13,850.78

$93,274.30 $

198,924.63

$49,731.16 $

248,655.79

DuPage

926,125

16.21% $

91,799.55 $

24,672.65

$93,274.30 $

209,746.50

$52,436.63 $

262,183.13

Kane Kendall

667,392

11.68% $

91,799.55 $

17,777.70

$93,274.30 $

202,851.55

$50,712.89 $

253,564.44

Lake

699,057

12.24% $

91,799.55 $

18,630.05

$93,274.30 $

203,703.90

$50,925.98 $

254,629.88

McHenry

325,211

5.69% $

91,799.55 $

8,660.54

$0.00 $

100,460.09

$25,115.02 $

125,575.11

Will

588,735

10.31% $

91,799.55 $

15,692.47

$93,274.30 $

200,766.32

$50,191.58 $

5,711,983

100.00% $

1,009,795.05 $

152,206.33

466,371.50 $

1,628,372.88

Totals

$

$

407,093.22

250,957.90
$2,035,466.10

2018 CMAP Federal Agenda
Introduction
The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) is the comprehensive planning agency
for the northeastern Illinois counties of Cook, DuPage, Kane, Kendall, Lake, McHenry, and
Will; and CMAP’s policy committee is the metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for the
same region. CMAP’s Board membership reflects the region, with balanced membership from
the City of Chicago, suburban Cook County, and the collar counties of DuPage, Kane, Kendall,
Lake, McHenry, and Will. The Board’s governing by-laws are intended to generate regional
consensus.
CMAP developed and now guides the implementation of the GO TO 2040 comprehensive
regional plan, first adopted in 2010 and updated in 2014. GO TO 2040 builds on the region’s
assets, identifies shortcomings, and recommends actions to help sustain the region’s
economic vitality and global competiveness. To promote regional mobility, it calls on the
region to invest strategically in transportation, increase its commitment to public
transportation, and create a more efficient freight network. As required by federal law, CMAP
is developing the next comprehensive regional plan, ON TO 2050. This document first presents
CMAP’s positions on the implementation of new federal transportation policies. It then
describes CMAP’s broader principles to inform potential federal legislation across a wide
range of topics.
Building on the FAST Act
Sustainable, adequate funding for surface transportation, including both highways and
transit. The FAST Act fails to provide a sustainable source of revenue for transportation
improvements. Rather, the law relies on $70 billion in funding offsets transferred from the
General Fund to the Highway Trust Fund. CMAP continues to support transportation user fees
as a sustainable, effective source of funding. CMAP also reiterates the need for increased
funding for transportation investments, rather than financing. Finally, CMAP supports
loosening restrictions on tolling the existing Interstate system to help pay for looming
reconstruction needs on that critical piece of the nation’s highway network.
Implementation of performance-based funding across programs. The FAST Act does little to
advance performance-based funding, whether through the high-level apportionment of funds
among federal programs or the evaluation and prioritization of projects. CMAP remains
committed to transparent, data-driven approaches to program transportation funds.
Providing regions with appropriate tools to support the transportation system. The FAST
Act did not take any significant strides to empower MPOs to make strategic investment
decisions and allocate resources directly. CMAP supports a greater role for MPOs in
programming federal resources to better connect regional plans with investment decisions.
Harnessing the benefits of emerging technologies. The FAST Act established the Advanced
Transportation and Congestion Management Technologies Deployment program to provide
grant funding to model deployments of advanced transportation technologies, and called for
the U.S. Government Accountability Office to assess the status of autonomous transportation
technology policy. However, rapid developments in automated vehicle (AV) technology have
highlighted the need for additional policy development at all levels of government. Federal
automated vehicle legislation should address both passenger and commercial applications and
establish processes to ensure transparent public access to vehicle safety information.
Legislation should empower local jurisdictions to enact AV policies consistent with land use
and mobility goals. The federal government also has a critical role to play in convening a

broad range of stakeholders to establish technology standards that can enable long-range
infrastructure planning by local and regional jurisdictions.
Critical importance of highway safety. The FAST Act continues the Highway Safety
Improvement Program and the Section 402 education and enforcement programs, which are
critical as traffic deaths and injuries are climbing again after years of improvement. However,
federal aid should focus more than it does on behavioral programs, including financial
incentives to encourage state/local traffic enforcement and repeals of funding prohibitions
for automated enforcement. The U.S. Department of Transportation (U.S. DOT) should
redouble efforts to implement vehicle technology improvements that tie the operability of
vehicles to seat belt use, and consider similar efforts for impaired driving and additional
resources for the study and regulation of the causes of distracted driving.
Implementation of the FAST Act’s freight provisions
The FAST Act is the first new long-term transportation authorization in several years and for
the first time includes dedicated funding for freight improvements—a total of $10.7 billion
over five years. As the first truly new federal highway program in over two decades, it is
critical to establish good policies to implement the FAST Act’s federal provisions.
Freight funding is split between a formula program to the states and a national competitive
program administered by U.S. DOT, known as the Infrastructure for Rebuilding America
(INFRA) grants program. While the overall emphasis is on highway improvements, both freight
programs allow a portion of funds to be used for multimodal projects, including freight rail
improvements. It is important to ensure that these types of projects receive the funding set
aside for them, as Congress intended, and that the national competitive funds are awarded
through a transparent, performance-based process. To maximize public benefits, scarce
competitive funds should be steered toward the projects that meet the most important
national interests.
Unfortunately, U.S. DOT largely failed to achieve these objectives in its first round of
administering the competitive program. Most of the selected projects do not address major
congestion points in the nation’s freight system, and some have little to no nexus to goods
movement. While U.S. DOT demonstrated a willingness to invest in non-highway projects,
selected projects tend to be related to ports, rather than rail or other modes that play a
critical role in the national distribution of goods. CMAP encourages U.S. DOT to address these
shortcomings in the next round of the INFRA program.
Further, the FAST Act requires U.S. DOT to establish a multimodal freight network and
develop a multimodal freight plan. The new freight network would have bearing on the use of
the new federal freight funds. The development of the multimodal freight network and plan
through a collaborative, data-driven process, focused on true national priorities for goods
movement is critical. As part of these development processes, U.S. DOT solicited input—which
CMAP has actively provided—but has issued no final products.
Additionally, the FAST Act requires states to develop freight plans and encourages them to
establish freight advisory committees. It also provides responsibilities to states and MPOs to
designate portions of the national freight network. Federal regulations have done little to
ensure a collaborative, performance-based planning and programming process at the state
level, yet CMAP has actively coordinated with the Illinois Department of Transportation
(IDOT) to prioritize freight facilities. CMAP supports strategically directing the FAST Act’s new
freight resources to the most critical freight facilities.
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Lastly, given the critical role of metropolitan areas in goods movement and the responsibility
of MPOs in addressing freight needs, the U.S. DOT should strongly consider enlarging the role
of MPOs in the INFRA program by giving additional consideration to applications submitted by
implementing agencies in partnership with their MPO.
Legislative principles for resilient metropolitan regions
One of the nation’s few global economic centers, metropolitan Chicago is home to a diverse
mix of industries, vast physical infrastructure and open space, and preeminent educational,
cultural, and arts institutions. To support its long-term prosperity, as well as that of the state
and nation, the region requires prudent federal investment and policy. Using GO TO 2040 as a
guide, CMAP has developed a set of principles to inform federal legislators and other decisionmakers on national policy issues that can strengthen metropolitan regions. The following
describes GO TO 2040’s principles, which will direct CMAP’s support or opposition to specific
pieces of legislation over the course of the federal legislative calendar.
Pursue coordinated investments
Metropolitan regions drive the U.S. economy, and many of their policy issues transcend local
boundaries. Investing more in metropolitan areas and devolving more authority for funding
decisions to the regional level would address many issues at the appropriate scale and harness
the economic power of regions. Federal investment decisions should be guided by
comprehensive regional plans such as GO TO 2040 that identify regional priorities by linking
transportation, land use, the natural environment, economic prosperity, housing, and human
and community development.
Legislative principles
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that take a regional approach and foster
interjurisdictional collaboration. A greater investment by federal agencies such as the U.S.
DOT, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (U.S. HUD), U.S. Economic
Development Administration, and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in regional
comprehensive planning is central to this goal.
CMAP supports initiatives and programs that are competitive and based on comprehensive
evaluative criteria considering the interconnected topics of transportation, land use,
housing, the environment, and economic development. Examples include the former
Sustainable Communities Initiative and the Transportation Investments Generating Economic
Recovery funding program.
Invest strategically in transportation
GO TO 2040 recommends using existing revenue sources more wisely by implementing
performance-based criteria for both funding apportionments and project selection. These
metrics should include broader elements of livability along with traditional engineering
criteria and should be the hallmark of a more transparent decision making process.
As current revenues are insufficient to maintain, modernize, and expand the regional
transportation system, GO TO 2040 also recommends raising additional revenues, specifically
by increasing user fees such as the federal gasoline tax. Further, the existing motor fuel tax
should be indexed to inflation to keep pace with changes in construction costs over time.
However, GO TO 2040 recognizes that changes in travel behavior and vehicle technologies will
require a replacement for the motor fuel tax in the long term, and encourages continued
analysis, pilot projects, and implementation of options such as a vehicle miles traveled fee.
State initiatives to implement vehicle miles traveled fees would be enhanced by a federal
solution that helps account for travel across state borders.
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The implementation of new approaches to transportation funding, such as congestion pricing,
will better manage the transportation system by reflecting the broader costs of
transportation. The federal government can empower states and regions to provide adequate,
sustainable funding for transportation by allowing tolls on the existing Interstate system.
Financing mechanisms also must be modernized to mitigate congestion and generate revenue
for the existing system.
Legislative principles
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that increase the existing motor fuel tax and index it to
inflation to maintain and modernize the transportation system. Additionally, CMAP supports
legislation to permit and encourage innovative transportation funding measures predicated
on user fees, including for freight users.
CMAP supports implementing congestion pricing on new and existing infrastructure, and
removing federal restrictions on tolling the Interstate system.
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that empower MPOs to make strategic transportation
investment decisions and allocate resources accordingly.
CMAP supports efforts to improve project selection based upon performance criteria,
including those that reflect livable communities.
Create a more efficient freight network
The FAST Act advances national freight policy in significant ways, including by establishing a
more multimodal perspective and, for the first time, dedicating funding for freight
improvements. It also requires a national multimodal freight plan, the development of state
freight plans, and the designation of a National Highway Freight Network and Primary
Highway Freight System.
Metropolitan Chicago is the nation’s freight hub. The implementation of the FAST Act’s new
provisions should recognize the importance of critical hubs and chokepoints in the national
freight system, directing funds to the projects with the greatest benefit. It also should
recognize the many ancillary benefits of improvements to the freight system, such as
improved passenger rail services, and reduced emissions and highway congestion. CMAP
expects U.S. DOT will provide valuable guidance as metropolitan Chicago and other regions
attempt to confront freight challenges, many of which have national impacts.
Legislative principles
CMAP supports the implementation of a multimodal national freight plan and network,
focusing on truly national needs.
CMAP supports a transparent, performance-based approach to the implementation of the
FAST Act’s funding programs, including both the formula and competitive programs.
CMAP supports an engaged role for MPOs in enhanced freight planning and project selection.
CMAP supports securing federal funding to complete the CREATE program, a collection of 70
rail projects aimed at improving freight and passenger mobility in the Chicago region.
Increase commitment to public transit
Public transportation is essential to the future economic prosperity of our region. But after
decades of underinvestment, substantial funding is needed just to reach a good state of
repair, and even more funding will be needed to modernize the system to world-class
standards. Federal funding for public transit remains of vital importance. Neither the Moving
Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act nor the FAST Act made reforms to level the playing
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field between transit and highway for large expansion projects. For transit, the New Starts
program requires a substantial local match and the completion of significant engineering work
prior to consideration for federal funding. In contrast, a large highway expansion project is
subject to the lower, standard local match and has more flexibility in using federal funds for
engineering work. Additionally, federal agencies should support transit-oriented development
through their transportation, housing, and economic development investments. Finally, CMAP
recognizes the important role intercity passenger rail plays in the regional transportation
system, particularly its close connection with the provision of mass transit services and its
ability to link Midwestern economies.
Legislative principles
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that provide more resources for the maintenance and
modernization of transit systems, transit-oriented development, reasonable expansion of
transit systems, and intercity passenger rail.
CMAP supports revising federal requirements to eliminate the funding disparity between
transit projects and highway projects.
Achieve greater livability through land use and housing
The federal government has an important leadership role to play in helping communities
strive toward the principles of livability—healthy, safe, walkable communities that offer
transportation choices for access to schools, jobs, services, and basic needs. While the
federal government had taken steps in the past to support livable communities, in recent
years it has failed to provide funding for collaborative planning and grant programs, such as
the former Sustainable Communities Initiative. Federal agencies should prioritize funding to
communities engaging in intergovernmental planning, particularly those addressing the
interconnected relationship between transportation, land use, and housing. For example,
federal housing programs should focus on areas that provide multiple transportation options.
Legislative principles
CMAP supports adequate and reliable funding for comprehensive metropolitan planning.
CMAP supports funding for the implementation and expansion of programs such as the
former Sustainable Communities Initiative that link planning and investment decisions across
disciplines.
CMAP supports prioritizing federal funding to support communities engaged in
intergovernmental planning.
CMAP supports targeting housing programs and incentives toward the rehabilitation of
existing housing stock in areas with transit access and other infill development, and
redevelopment opportunities in areas already served by infrastructure.
Expand and improve parks and open space
Fewer than half the residents in the CMAP region have access to adequate parks and
recreation areas near their homes. Although most parks and open space are provided by state
or local jurisdictions, the federal government can still play an important role. The federal
government should support direct investment in open space, particularly to preserve large
sites. This can happen through formation of national wildlife refuges, like the Hackmatack
National Wildlife Refuge, or the transfer of surplus federal property to open space uses, as
occurred at Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie and Fort Sheridan.
Legislative principle
CMAP supports direct federal investment in open space preservation. This could include
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additional grant funding for the Land and Water Conservation Fund and Urban Park
Recreation Recovery programs, formation of national wildlife refuges, or transfer of surplus
federal property to open space.
Manage and conserve water and energy resources
One of CMAP’s major goals is to promote investment in water supply, stormwater
management, and wastewater infrastructure necessary to maintain and improve service for
residents, use water
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efficiently, and protect the environment. As a key player in providing funding assistance to
states and local governments, the federal government should use its programs to encourage
best practices, such as green stormwater infrastructure and full-cost pricing for water
service, wherein user fees pay the full cost of water service delivery. Flood insurance
programs should address urban flooding, which is more widespread and incurs greater
damages than riverine flooding, as well as provide stronger incentives for flood prevention
and mitigation.
The Great Lakes are of unique interest to northeastern Illinois, but they face numerous
threats including invasive species, water level fluctuations, and pollution. The federal
government can support protection and restoration of the Great Lakes through cleanup of
pollution, reduction of nonpoint-source contamination, promotion of green infrastructure,
restoration of coastal environs, and full implementation of the Great Lakes Compact. More
broadly, the federal government should encourage and facilitate water quality and volume
trading programs that achieve broad water resource management goals.
GO TO 2040 supports energy conservation efforts. The federal government can provide
funding for communities to reduce energy consumption in buildings through retrofits. It also
can redouble efforts through programs such as the Smart Grid Investment Program that
encourage a transition away from centralized electricity generation toward decentralized
generation and the “smart grid.” Doing so will enable more effective use of existing capacity.
The federal government also can invest in and provide incentives for research, production,
and transmission of clean energy technologies and alternative fuels to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.
Lastly, climate change is a critical issue at all levels of government. Comprehensive climate
legislation at the federal level that addresses greenhouse gas emissions across all sectors
would be the most efficient and effective way to combat the risks associated with a changing
climate. Additionally, communities need assistance to adapt to climate change effects that
are already occurring. Rules governing planning and design for federally funded projects may
need to be reviewed to ensure the nation’s infrastructure is more resilient to climate change.
Legislative principles
CMAP supports additional federal investment in water and sewer infrastructure, and
encourages the use of pricing to manage demand and recover the full cost of service through
water rates.
CMAP supports protecting the Great Lakes through a green infrastructure approach to
stormwater management, mitigating the spread of invasive species, and implementing the
Great Lakes Compact.
CMAP supports federal initiatives that encourage water efficiency through a Congressionally
endorsed WaterSense program.
CMAP supports regional funding assistance for communities to reduce energy consumption in
buildings through retrofits, as well as federal investment in smart grid applications.
CMAP supports national targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions and federal
involvement in strategies to achieve these goals, as well as funding and technical assistance
for local efforts to adapt to the effects of climate change.
CMAP encourages the federal government to allow regions latitude to implement the most
relevant local strategies to attain these targets.
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Promote sustainable local foods
There is growing concern about the environmental impacts, safety, and quality of food, as
well as the need for equitable access to fresh, nutritious, and affordable foods. Federal policy
should recognize the importance of local food production and support demonstration
programs to improve food access for disadvantaged communities.
Legislative principle
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that facilitate sustainable local food production and
increase equitable access to safe, fresh, affordable, and healthy foods.
Improve education and workforce development
The quality of the workforce is one of the most important factors in strengthening the
region’s economy, yet numerous employers in specific industries have difficulty finding
trained workers. To reverse these trends, the federal government can strengthen and expand
strategies that link employers, educators, and workforce development entities together. The
passage of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) represents a significant step
forward in reforming and streamlining federal workforce policies. It also emphasizes the
development of regional priorities and strengthens regions’ abilities to coordinate and align
workforce programs to support metropolitan economies. The federal government should
continue to increase flexibility and funding for workforce development programs, improving
their coordination with education and economic development efforts. It also should play a
continued role in monitoring impacts, communicating outcomes, and targeting resources
toward effective strategies and regional industry clusters.
Legislative principle
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that increase flexibility and streamline delivery of
workforce development services, as well as measure outcomes and improve data-driven
decision making.
Support economic innovation
Innovation is a key driver of economic growth, particularly within metropolitan regions. The
federal government can help spur innovation through a robust national policy agenda,
including incentives for regional collaboration across stakeholder groups, investment in
research, and support for regional clusters of innovation. Several federal initiatives to
promote innovation have emerged recently and involve significant coordination between
federal agencies and local applicants. Technical assistance would help regions organize and
successfully implement the federal government’s vision.
Legislative principle
CMAP supports reauthorizing and funding the America Creating Opportunities to
Meaningfully Promote Excellence in Technology, Education, and Science Act, which invests in
science, technology, engineering, and math education, supports basic research, and fosters
the development of new technologies.
Ensure a sustainable tax base
CMAP’s specific interest in tax policy is how the types and rates of taxation, which are
determined primarily at the state level, influence the overall economic well-being of the
region. Beyond this, larger economic trends in consumer behavior may require joint action by
the states and federal government. For example, an eroding sales tax base that is out of step
with the Internet economy imperils the fiscal well-being of communities. Under current law,
the State of Illinois cannot require out-of-state sellers to collect sales taxes on in-state
purchases, nor does it have the authority to provide a national solution. Only the federal
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government has the ability to enact the policy changes necessary to help ensure the
sustainability of the region’s sales tax revenues.
Legislative principle
CMAP supports legislative initiatives such as the Marketplace Fairness Act that ensure the
sustainability of the region’s tax base and allow states to require collection of sales taxes by
all sellers.
Improve access to information
Most federal agencies control large amounts of data and information, and the federal
government can make data transparency a requirement of states receiving federal funds. One
of the most critical data resources is the U.S. Census, which informs the allocation of billions
of federal dollars and provides social, demographic, and economic profiles of the nation's
population to guide policy decisions at each level of government. Policy challenges cannot be
solved without comprehensive, current, and accurate data resources. Further, residents
benefit from transparent data about the performance of government and expenditure of
public resources.
Legislative principles
CMAP supports the collection of comprehensive data by federal and state agencies as well as
initiatives that facilitate open exchange of data by applying best practices and technological
improvements.
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that improve transparency and facilitate data-driven
decision making.
CMAP supports legislative and administrative initiatives that ensure the U.S. Census Bureau
can conduct an accurate and complete count in the 2020 Census.

About CMAP
The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) was created in 2005 by state statute
(70 ILCS 1707) and its Policy Committee is the federally designated Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) for the seven counties of Cook, DuPage, Kane, Kendall, Lake, McHenry,
and Will. Its state and federal mandates require CMAP to conduct comprehensive regional
planning, prioritize transportation investments, provide technical assistance for communities,
and compile data resources that enhance decision making.
CMAP developed and now guides implementation of the region’s GO TO 2040 comprehensive
plan, which was adopted unanimously in October 2010 by leaders from across the seven
counties and updated in 2014. The agency and its partners are now developing ON TO 2050,
which will build on GO TO 2040’s vision. Like its predecessor, ON TO 2050 will be an
innovative, policy-based plan that establishes coordinated strategies to help the region’s 284
communities address transportation, economic development, open space, water, energy,
housing, and other quality-of-life issues.
Implementation of GO TO 2040 and concurrent development of ON TO 2050 are the main
priorities for CMAP. The agency provides extensive support to communities through its Local
Technical Assistance (LTA) program. So far, CMAP has initiated more than 200 LTA projects in
which counties, municipalities, and nongovernmental organizations are planning for increased
livability, sustainability, and economic vitality. The program helps address significant demand
in the region for updating local comprehensive plans, ordinances, and related planning
activities. Though its three-year U.S. HUD grant expired in December 2013, CMAP has
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continued the LTA program with funding from IEPA and Cook County Community Development
Block Grants, among other sources. GO TO 2040 recommendations guide the allocation of
federal transportation dollars in northeastern Illinois through the following programs that
CMAP administers:






The Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement program supports surface
transportation improvements, with $622 million programmed over five years (federal
FY 2018-22) in the most recent call for projects.
The Transportation Improvement Program accounts for all federally funded and
otherwise regionally significant projects, totaling $13 billion from federal FY 2016-19.
The local Surface Transportation Program works with subregional Councils of Mayors to
allocate these funds, which totaled $121 million in federal FY 2017.
The local Transportation Alternatives Program supports non-motorized transportation
in the region, with $47 million approved in the most recent three-year cycle (federal
FY 2018-22).

CMAP conducts extensive, data-driven research and analysis related to policy objectives
contained in GO TO 2040, including diverse economic factors such as workforce, innovation,
and state and local tax policies. CMAP helps to coordinate efforts to build partnerships
involving the institutions that provide education and training and the industries that need a
reliable pool of middle- and high-skilled workers. CMAP’s research also has shed light on the
impacts of state and local tax policies.

Contact:
Tom Kotarac
Deputy Executive Director
Policy and Programming
312-386-8654
tkotarac@cmap.illinois.gov
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2018 CMAP Legislative Agenda and Principles
Northeastern Illinois is home to one of the world’s great economic centers, abundant natural
resources, and a vast multimodal transportation system that enables mobility of people and
goods. Among all these assets, the residents of Cook, DuPage, Kane, Kendall, Lake, McHenry,
and Will counties are themselves the region’s greatest resource. The Chicago Metropolitan
Agency for Planning (CMAP) works to maintain, nurture, and grow these resources through
collaborative, comprehensive regional planning.
The State of Illinois is key to implementing GO TO 2040, metropolitan Chicago’s current
comprehensive regional plan, and to setting the context for the next regional plan, ON TO
2050, due for adoption in October 2018. The state government allocates billions of dollars
each year across various program areas and plays a significant role in operating and
maintaining the transportation system, promoting economic development, and maintaining
and preserving natural resources. However, the state’s ongoing fiscal challenges continue to
overshadow these investment priorities. This document articulates the agency’s legislative
agenda and principles for the 100th General Assembly, and informs partners, the Governor,
legislators, state agency directors, and others of CMAP’s policy positions and priorities.
Legislative Agenda
Ensure reliable access to planning funds
State legislation to create CMAP included language pledging to fund the agency’s operations
and to match federal formula funds with state funding. The language in the enabling
legislation included a directive to the state that “additional funding shall be provided to
CMAP to support those functions and programs authorized by [the enabling legislation]” (70
ILCS 1707/62).
CMAP was charged with the responsibility to comprehensively plan for the Chicago region,
incorporating land use and transportation planning with work on housing, regional economic
growth, water resource management, community development, and environmental issues.
Funding from the state needs to support all of CMAP’s planning activities as mandated in the
state enabling legislation.
Federal law requires states to allocate the portion of Highway Trust Fund dollars set aside for
regional planning to Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs). In Illinois, this includes
CMAP and 15 other MPOs. States not fulfilling this requirement put all of their federal
transportation funding in jeopardy. The 2015-16 state budget crisis led to an interruption in
those payments, requiring unprecedented efforts by the Illinois Department of Transportation
(IDOT) and Federal Highway Administration to avoid suspension of CMAP’s essential planning
activities. Reliable access to planning funds would ensure that MPOs, including CMAP, can
meet their state and federal planning requirements and avoid jeopardizing billions of federal
transportation dollars.
CMAP supports ensuring dedicated planning revenues with continuous appropriation to
support all of CMAP’s comprehensive planning activities.
Secure sustainable and adequate transportation funding
Current transportation funding mechanisms in Illinois are inadequate to support
maintenance—let alone improvements—that are crucial to our economic competitiveness. The
traditional state revenue sources—the motor fuel tax and vehicle registration fees—have lost
significant purchasing power over the last 20 years. Further, the motor fuel tax faces longterm threats to its viability as vehicles become more fuel efficient and as vehicle miles
traveled continue to decline.

Home to the nation’s freight hub and one of its largest transit systems, Illinois needs
adequate multimodal investments to address metropolitan Chicago’s multifaceted
infrastructure challenges. The Chicago region’s transit system remains critically underfunded
and lacks a stable source of non-federal capital funding. Similarly, state capital programming
must better address freight infrastructure issues.
In November 2016, voters amended the Illinois Constitution to prevent sweeps or diversions at
all levels of government of transportation funds away from transportation purposes. However,
the provision did not result in increased funding available for infrastructure. Further, the
amendment’s language introduces considerable confusion about eligible expenditures.
Additional rules, guidance, and legislation will be required to ensure that transportation
revenues may be applied to support the state’s multimodal transportation system and
comprehensive planning.
Increased state and federal investment, while critical, will likely be insufficient to meet the
region’s significant needs. Metropolitan Chicago needs to create an infrastructure fund for
prioritized projects that support implementation of the GO TO 2040 regional plan.
Other U.S. metropolitan regions are far ahead of ours in raising local revenues for
infrastructure projects with long-term benefits to livability, mobility, and the economy.
These urban areas are using their regional revenues to make investments that give them a
distinct competitive advantage over metropolitan Chicago. Regionally raised and regionally
invested funds would help complete a significant number of prioritized projects and
modernize the system while leveraging private and public funding sources.
CMAP supports increasing the motor fuel tax and indexing it to inflation in the near term,
but recognizes the need to develop a sustainable, long-term revenue source— based on the
principle of transportation user fees—to replace the motor fuel tax.
CMAP supports new, sustainable revenues for transportation. CMAP also supports a dedicated
source of capital funding for transit and intercity passenger rail, and a greater focus on
improvements to the freight system.
CMAP supports state legislation clarifying the eligible uses of transportation revenues
described in the Constitution (Article IX, Section 11), including specific eligibility for CMAP’s
comprehensive planning activities, and eligibility for all administration, operational, and
capital expenses necessary to support a strong, equitable, multimodal transportation system.
CMAP supports state legislation enabling northeastern Illinois to secure sustainable and
substantial revenues to make performance-based investments that modernize roadway,
transit, and bike/pedestrian facilities, and coordinate transportation, water, stormwater,
and open space projects.

Promote performance-based transportation investments
Allocation of transportation funding in Illinois is governed largely by arbitrary formulas that
do not reflect the most pressing needs throughout the state. A more transparent,
performance-based approach would steer limited resources toward the most critical projects,
and shed light on how investment decisions are made. IDOT has made progress with a
performance-based project-ranking process used in the FY18-22 Multi-year Highway Program
for capacity projects, but additional efforts to support data-driven decision making and
transparency are needed.
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CMAP supports legislative initiatives and administrative efforts that encourage a
commitment by transportation implementers to use transparent, performance-based capital
programming.
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Advance innovative tools for transportation investment
While enhanced transportation revenue sources would do much to move Illinois in the right
direction, new tools are still needed to better manage the transportation system and develop
complex projects. These tools would focus on facility-specific approaches to raise revenues or
finance projects, ensuring a closer connection between benefits received and costs paid by
users of the transportation system.
Through congestion pricing, which IDOT is proposing for new capacity on I-55 between
downtown Chicago and I-355, toll rates rise and fall with traffic levels, encouraging more
efficient use of the system while also raising revenues. Value capture strategies, such as the
Transportation Facility Improvement Areas (35 ILCS 120/11) signed into law in 2016, recognize
that transportation investments increase property values and business activity, tapping into
these sources to pay for upfront construction costs.
New legislation establishing Transportation Facility Improvement Areas is a good start,
although these districts are limited to certain capital improvements in the city of Chicago and
suburban Cook County. Public-private partnership (P3) strategies can reduce costs and
accelerate project delivery by tapping into private-sector expertise and financing. However,
as GO TO 2040 explicitly states, such agreements must be carefully structured to protect the
public interest.
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that require IDOT and the Illinois Tollway to implement
congestion pricing on new highway capacity, and to allow them to strategically price
components of the existing highway network, including congestion pricing for new managed
lanes on I-55.
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that enable multijurisdictional value capture districts
for transportation, while also ensuring equity considerations for underlying jurisdictions and
the region’s taxpayers.
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that require increased transparency and safeguards to
protect the State of Illinois and other public agencies from undue financial risk in P3
projects.
Reform the state’s tax policies
Fiscal and tax policy decisions made at the state level significantly affect the Chicago region’s
ability to make infrastructure and community investments recommended in GO TO 2040.
CMAP is specifically interested in how tax policy influences the region’s overall economy,
including the commercial, industrial, and residential development of communities.
State tax policies can sometimes distort land use decisions rather than allow markets or
quality of life factors to guide them. These same policies can inadvertently foster
unproductive competition for economic development opportunities between local
governments, with little or no overall regional benefit.
The tax system also should reflect the region’s and state’s economies and demographics. The
state should modernize outmoded aspects of its tax system, ensuring tax policy changes
minimize economic distortions by broadening the tax base and potentially lowering rates.
The General Assembly should reform the tax system in a manner that helps achieve the goals
and recommendations included in GO TO 2040. Specifically, the General Assembly should
evaluate key revenue sources, such as the income and sales taxes, to determine whether, in
what manner, and how to reform those taxes’ structures.
4

CMAP supports comprehensive reforms of state tax policy to broaden the tax base in a
manner that may lower rates.
CMAP supports tax policy reforms that encourage effective local land use decisions, generate
sustainable economic development, and reduce the focus on intrastate and intraregional
competition over economic development, while ensuring adequate revenues for state and
local governments to invest in infrastructure and provide services.
Dedicate revenue for water supply planning and management
CMAP’s Water 2050 plan emphasizes the need for better management of the region’s water
resources. The Lake Michigan Water Allocation Program, which provides water for nearly 70
percent of residents in the region, has undergone revisions that require the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) and its regional partners, such as CMAP, to help
implement new allocation rules and provide technical assistance to water utilities. However,
the state currently does not have a dedicated revenue stream for a water supply planning and
management program. With new funds, the state could formalize water planning within IDNR,
support regional planning groups such as CMAP, and dedicate a portion to the Illinois State
Water Survey’s (ISWS) Illinois Water Inventory Program (IWIP).
CMAP supports new, sustainable revenues to support state and regional water planning by
IDNR, ISWS, IWIP, and regional partners.
Address flooding through improved stormwater management and watershed planning
Portions of northeastern Illinois suffer from chronic, destructive, and costly flooding.
Released in June 2015, the report that resulted from the Urban Flooding Awareness Act (PA
98-858) identified northeastern Illinois as particularly susceptible to the effects of urban
flooding, which occurs when local drainage systems are overwhelmed. The effects of both
urban and riverine flooding are expected to increase due to further urban development and
climate change. While there are many low-capital solutions to flooding, such as encouraging
watershed plans, updating risk mapping, and revising development standards, some problems
can only be solved by a commitment to retrofitting public infrastructure with stormwater
management solutions.
CMAP supports comprehensive watershed planning to identify the most significant water
resource problems and address flooding throughout the region.
CMAP supports policies that promote green infrastructure retrofits to better manage
stormwater on-site.
Improve government transparency and accountability
CMAP relies on other agencies’ data to complete its own work in planning, policy, and
transportation programming. Data sharing through transparent, open governance improves
efficiency and efficacy, and promotes accountability. By sharing their data in a timely
manner, usable format, and accessible location, public agencies also communicate clearly
how they make decisions to establish policies, prioritize projects, and administer funding.
CMAP supports legislation and administrative efforts to increase data and information
sharing by requiring state and local agencies to make their programs and policies more
transparent to the public.
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Legislative Principles
While CMAP’s agenda outlines the agency’s top legislative priorities, the Illinois General
Assembly will consider numerous other policy topics during the legislative session. The
remainder of this document describes CMAP’s legislative principles that guide the agency’s
policy positions. CMAP is interested in legislation that furthers the goals of GO TO 2040. This
section applies the 12 recommendations included in GO TO 2040 to overarching legislative
principles.
In general, CMAP is most interested in legislative initiatives that have regional or statewide
impacts, and those that can serve as precursors to broader, more comprehensive legislation.
Considering the recent state budget and looming crises in regional transportation funding—
from 2019-50, CMAP forecasts a $24 billion shortfall between expected revenues and the cost
of simply operating and maintaining northeastern Illinois’ transportation system in its current
state—CMAP strongly supports prioritized investment and regional collaboration.

Pursue coordinated investments
The GO TO 2040 comprehensive regional plan for northeastern Illinois emphasizes effective,
collaborative approaches to address resource, infrastructure, and investment needs, many of
which are felt most keenly at the metropolitan scale. With a region as large and diverse as
northeastern Illinois, implementation of GO TO 2040’s recommendations will require that
leaders recognize the interdependence of our communities and work across political
boundaries to address issues facing multiple jurisdictions. To support coordinated
investments, GO TO 2040 recommends taking a regional approach, promoting comprehensive
solutions, and increasing the coordination and consolidation of local services.
Legislative principles
CMAP supports efforts that invest more in metropolitan areas and their comprehensive
planning initiatives, and that grant greater decision-making authorities to regional-level
governance.
CMAP supports efforts that improve the coordination and alignment of programs,
regulations, and funding across state agencies, to ensure a comprehensive perspective in
decision making and to generate more efficient outcomes.
CMAP supports policies that enable local governments to evaluate and implement the
appropriate consolidation or coordination of local services, solve problems with innovative
solutions, and improve intergovernmental collaboration.
Invest strategically in transportation
The future prosperity of Illinois depends on strategic transportation investments, yet our
investments are often predicated on arbitrary formulas rather than measures of need or
impact. GO TO 2040 supports a more transparent, performance-driven approach for
programming transportation investments. Further, transportation implementers should
prioritize projects that maintain and modernize the existing system, while expensive new
capacity projects should be built only when the need is great.
In addition to emphasizing strategic transportation investments, GO TO 2040 recommends
increasing transportation funding through several new or expanded sources, and structuring
user fees to track with the inflation of construction costs over time. New revenues must be
generated through efficient, sustainable user fees that better reflect the broader social costs
of transportation and link costs paid with benefits received.
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While not representing a significant new source of revenue, the appropriate application of
public-private partnerships can reduce costs and accelerate project delivery by providing a
greater role for the private sector in project development and potentially in financing,
operations, and/or maintenance. Due to their complexity and potential risk, GO TO 2040
states clearly that such agreements must be structured carefully to protect the public
interest.
Legislative principles
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that create a transparent, performance-based funding
process for state transportation investments, and encourage collaboration with MPOs and
other stakeholders.
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that increase the existing motor fuel tax to support the
transportation system and index it to inflation.
CMAP supports efforts to develop a sustainable, long-term replacement to the motor fuel tax
based on transportation user fees.
CMAP supports legislative efforts to permit and encourage innovative transportation funding
sources such as congestion pricing and value capture. Further, CMAP continues to support the
judicious application of public-private partnerships that protect the public’s interest.
Increase commitment to public transit
Public transportation is essential to the future economic prosperity of the Chicago region.
After decades of underinvestment, substantial funding is needed just to adequately maintain
the system, and even more is required to modernize the system to world-class standards.
While the top priority of GO TO 2040 is to maintain and modernize the existing transportation
system, the plan also recommends a limited and conservative approach to expansion of
service in the region. Further, GO TO 2040 encourages the state to support transit-oriented
development through its transportation, housing, and economic development investments. It
also recommends securing new sources of revenue to support transit, including dedicating a
portion of any proposed motor fuel tax increase, as well as some portion of future congestion
pricing revenues, to transit.
Legislative principle
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that provide more resources for the maintenance and
modernization of our transit system, encourage innovative transit financing, and provide
dedicated capital funding to allow for reasonable expansion of the transit system.
Create a more efficient freight network
Metropolitan Chicago is the nation’s freight hub, and the state plays a vital role in
maintaining this position. In partnership with the federal government and the region, the
state should prioritize implementing the CREATE program, a collection of 70 rail projects
aimed at improving freight mobility in the Chicago region. Truck traffic also presents a major
challenge for the region. The state can take a leadership role in identifying opportunities for
dedicated freight corridors, streamlined truck permitting, better documented and
coordinated truck routes, and improved access to intermodal facilities. Further, GO TO 2040
supports better integration of freight needs into existing capital programming approaches.
The CMAP Board convened the Regional Freight Leadership Task Force as a group of public
and private stakeholders to investigate funding and governance issues facing the regional
freight system. Although the task force concluded in 2014, state action is needed to fulfill its
recommendations, which include comprehensive freight planning; new, dedicated funding
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sources for freight investment in northeastern Illinois; and an ongoing commitment and
capacity to implement freight plans.
Legislative principles
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that fund CREATE, provide regional trucking
improvements, and better integrate freight issues into existing capital programming
processes.
Achieve greater livability through land use and housing
The state has an important role to play in helping communities achieve the principles of
livability—healthy, safe, and walkable communities that offer transportation choices for
access to schools, jobs, services, and basic needs. More coordinated investment in the areas
of transportation, housing, environmental, and economic development is critical to promoting
sustainable, livable communities. Recognizing that they face common challenges, such as
preventing foreclosures or prioritizing investments in affordable housing, many of the region’s
communities have created collaborative approaches to address these problems. However,
state funding is often available only at the municipal level, limiting the ability of these
multijurisdictional partnership to receive funding and carry out coordinated strategies.
Legislative principles
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that align funding across various state agencies for
planning, ordinance updates, and capital investments that align with GO TO 2040’s livability
principles.
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that either expand eligibility for existing resources or
provide new funding or assistance to multijurisdictional partnerships seeking to address
shared housing and land use problems through coordinated strategies.
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that promote reinvestment in existing communities—
specifically initiatives that are competitive, offered on a statewide or regional basis,
allocate funds based on need, and use comprehensive evaluative criteria that considers the
interconnections between transportation, housing, the environment, and economic
development.
Manage and conserve water and energy resources
The conservation of water and energy is a top priority for GO TO 2040. Over the next 30
years, these resources will likely become more constrained, affecting the region’s economy
and quality of life. The energy priorities in GO TO 2040 are focused on reducing demand and
increasing efficiency, as well as the use of renewable energy options. The state can support
energy conservation by providing funding, financing mechanisms, and local technical
assistance.
Priorities for water efficiency and water supply planning are outlined in the Water 2050
regional plan. CMAP needs new, sustainable funding to support water supply planning and
investment in water infrastructure. Pricing can help ensure the prudent management of water
infrastructure, particularly through a shift toward user fees that cover the full costs of water
service delivery. Further, many communities lose a considerable amount of treated water
through leaks in their systems, wasting ratepayer and taxpayer dollars. This water loss should
continue to be addressed through technical assistance, audits, and infrastructure
improvements. Technical assistance also may be needed to help prepare local water suppliers
for drought.

8

Legislative principles
CMAP supports initiatives that manage water and energy demand, rehabilitate existing
infrastructure, and incorporate more efficient, renewable energy options and technologies.
CMAP supports initiatives that establish new, sustainable funding for water infrastructure,
water supply planning, and flood protection, and that promote full-cost pricing of water
infrastructure.

Expand and improve parks and open space
A top priority of GO TO 2040 is to expand northeastern Illinois’ green infrastructure network,
an inventory of the most significant locations targeted for land conservation. To do so, CMAP
recommends making significant, prioritized investments in parks and open space. The state
can play a critical role in this effort through the IDNR open space acquisition and
management programs. Major benefits will follow from investing in the green infrastructure
network, including enhanced quality of life and property values, improved public health
through the promotion of active lifestyles, and the protection of ecosystem services such as
biodiversity, water supply, flood storage, and water purification. GO TO 2040 recommends
preserving an additional 150,000 acres of land by 2040 through a collaborative, multiorganizational, public-private approach.
Legislative principles
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that coordinate open space investment to create a
connected green infrastructure network and prioritize preservation of northeastern Illinois’
most important natural areas.
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that increase funding to conserve land, invest in the
establishment of new parks, and provide connections through greenway trails.
Promote sustainable local foods
Illinois has some of the most fertile soils in the country, yet most of the money spent on food
production feeds the economies of other states and nations. Indeed, a small fraction of the
region’s farms produce food directly for human consumption. The state can support the
economic and environmental benefits of local food production through its policies,
regulations, and direct procurement. Further, the state can support a variety of
demonstration programs to improve access to affordable, healthy food in disadvantaged
communities.
Legislative principle
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that facilitate sustainable local food production;
increase access to safe, affordable, and healthy foods; and improve local food-related data,
research, training, and information sharing.
Improve education and workforce development
The quality of our workforce is among the most important factors in maintaining a strong
economy. The state plays a critical role in workforce development by coordinating and
funding the public education system and workforce training. GO TO 2040 emphasizes the
importance of strengthening workforce development programs to ensure that the region’s
pool of workers is prepared to meet the needs of current and future employers. Better
information networks can help measure, track, and analyze performance to support this goal.
Legislative principles
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that align workforce development, education, and
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economic development initiatives, measure outcomes, and improve data-driven decision
making.
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that improve the flexibility and delivery of workforce
development services, including the strengthening of sector-based and community-focused
provision of services.
Support economic innovation
Innovation plays a major role in a sustainable, prosperous, and globally competitive regional
economy. The region’s propensity to innovate—develop new products, technologies,
processes, business models, and markets—results in goods and services that are faster,
cheaper, and better. However, numerous innovation metrics indicate that the region’s and
state’s innovative capacity is lagging behind that of peers. Serious action to increase
economic innovation will be necessary to keep the region thriving and globally competitive.
GO TO 2040 suggests that the state should use enhanced data to evaluate financial incentives
and programs, and target them toward the attraction and retention of innovative industries
that provide good jobs. The state can strengthen its focus on nurturing regional industry
clusters by working with industry coalitions to secure and leverage public and private funding.
Legislative principle
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that evaluate and monitor economic development
programs, identify successful approaches, and target investments toward the region’s
industry clusters.
Reform state tax policy
Metropolitan Chicago’s ability to make infrastructure and community investments
recommended in GO TO 2040 is significantly shaped by fiscal and tax policy decisions made at
the state level. CMAP is specifically interested in how tax policy influences the overall
economic well-being of the metropolitan region, including the commercial, industrial, and
residential development of our communities. State tax policies sometimes distort land use
decisions rather than allow markets or quality of-life factors to guide them. In particular, the
sales tax can foster competition among local governments for the attraction or retention of
sales tax-generating businesses, to little or no overall regional benefit. In Illinois, the sales
and income tax bases remain relatively narrow, stifling the ability of tax revenues to keep
pace with broader economic trends.
Legislative principle
CMAP supports legislative initiatives that reform state tax policy through careful expansion
of the sales and income tax bases, as well as careful modification of state revenue sharing
structures with local governments to encourage regional collaboration and broader GO TO
2040 development goals.
Improve access to information
Data sharing through transparent, open governance improves efficiency and accountability.
CMAP relies on other agencies’ data to complete its own work in planning and transportation
programming and policy; its work depends on the timely reporting of data in a usable format
and accessible location. Transparency in data is essential for understanding how government
operates, and helps policymakers at all levels of government make better and more informed
decisions.
Legislative principle
CMAP supports legislation to increase data and information sharing by requiring state and
local agencies to make their programs and policies more transparent to the public.
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About CMAP
The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) was created in 2005 by state statute
(70 ILCS 1707) and its Policy Committee is the federally designated Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) for the seven counties of Cook, DuPage, Kane, Kendall, Lake, McHenry,
and Will. Its state and federal mandates require CMAP to conduct comprehensive regional
planning, prioritize transportation investments, provide technical assistance for communities,
and compile data resources that enhance decision making.
CMAP developed and now guides implementation of the region’s GO TO 2040 comprehensive
plan, which was adopted unanimously in October 2010 by leaders from across the seven
counties and updated in 2014. The agency and its partners are now developing ON TO 2050,
which will build on GO TO 2040’s vision. Like its predecessor, ON TO 2050 will be an
innovative, policy-based plan that
establishes coordinated strategies to help the region’s 284 communities address
transportation, economic development, open space, water, energy, housing, and other
quality-of-life issues. ON TO 2050 will be considered for adoption by the CMAP Board and MPO
Policy Committee in October 2018.
Implementation of GO TO 2040 and concurrent development of ON TO 2050 are the main
priorities for CMAP. The agency provides extensive support to communities through its Local
Technical Assistance (LTA) program. So far, CMAP has initiated more than 200 LTA projects in
which counties, municipalities, and nongovernmental organizations are planning for increased
livability, sustainability, and economic vitality. The program helps address significant demand
in the region for updating local comprehensive plans, ordinances, and related planning
activities. Though its three-year U.S. HUD grant expired in December 2013, CMAP has
continued the LTA program with funding from IEPA and Cook County Community Development
Block Grants, among other sources.
GO TO 2040 recommendations guide the allocation of federal transportation dollars in
northeastern Illinois through the following programs that CMAP administers:
•

•
•
•

The Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement program supports surface
transportation improvements, with $622 million programmed over five years (federal
FY 2018-22) in the most recent call for projects.
The Transportation Improvement Program accounts for all federally funded and
otherwise regionally significant projects, totaling $13 billion from federal FY 2016-19.
The local Surface Transportation Program works with subregional Councils of Mayors to
allocate these funds, which totaled $121 million in federal FY 2017.
The local Transportation Alternatives Program supports non-motorized transportation
in the region, with $47 million approved in the most recent three-year cycle (federal
FY 2018-22).

CMAP conducts extensive, data-driven research and analysis related to policy objectives
contained in GO TO 2040, including diverse economic factors such as workforce,
innovation, and state and local tax policies. CMAP helps to coordinate efforts to build
partnerships involving the institutions that provide education and training and the
industries that need a reliable pool of middle- and high-skilled workers. CMAP’s research
also has shed light on the impacts of state and local tax policies.
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