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MEMORANDUM
To:

Transportation Committee

From:

CMAP Staff

Date:

June 1, 2018

Re:

National Highway System Changes

CMAP and IDOT have been collaborating on revisions to the National Highway System (NHS).
The NHS is periodically revised as conditions change. Revisions proposed by IDOT are subject
to review by Counties and the Metropolitan Planning Organization. Final approval is by the
Federal Highway Administration. CMAP staff will have presented NHS changes to the Freight
Committee and to the Transportation Committee in anticipation of approval by the CMAP
MPO Policy Committee in June 2018.
The NHS consists of the Interstate System, highways functionally classed as freeways and
expressways, and other principal arterials, plus intermodal connectors. Intermodal connectors
link intermodal terminals to the remainder of the NHS. Changes in both functional
classifications and access to intermodal terminals are the primary sources of proposed changes.
IDOT approved changes in functional classifications in 2016. These changes, developed
collaboratively with CMAP staff, were reviewed by the Counties and the Councils of Mayors.
Many of the functional classification changes resulted from a close look at principal arterials,
which had not been reviewed prior to their addition to the NHS. Most of the changes now
being proposed for the mainline NHS follow directly from the 2016 changes in functional
classification. A few additional mainline NHS changes also arose in reviewing intermodal
connectors (e.g., Higgins Rd. in the vicinity of O’Hare) and in planning by the City of Chicago
for the Obama Presidential Center.
In addition, CMAP and IDOT reviewed the status of intermodal connectors. Many of the
changes are technical, to reconcile FHWA and IDOT records (based on prior approved
changes). Other changes are based on changes in connectivity or better information regarding
truck routing. Still more changes were based on changes and facility consolidation in the
intermodal industry.
The proposed changes are posted at http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/mobility/roads/cmp/NHS.
ACTION REQUESTED: Recommend approval to the MPO Policy Committee
###

