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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The I&M Canal Trail Feasibility Study is a joint effort between the Chicago Metropolitan
Agency for Planning (CMAP), the Villages of Justice, Willow Springs, Bedford Park and Summit,
and TERRA Engineering Ltd., an engineering consultant group. The purpose of this project is to
develop feasible alternatives to complete the gap in the existing Centennial Trail / I&M Canal
Trail / Des Plaines River Trail system that exists between Willow Springs Road in the Village of
Willow Springs and the Chicago Portage National Historic Site in the Village of Lyons. This
Corridor Report provides a summary of the alternatives that were developed and reviewed, as
well as the final recommendation for the I&M Canal Trail Extension.
An Existing Conditions Report (ECR), dated September 2018, was previously prepared for the
corridor that proposed potential options for the trail. The ECR also provided a description of
the current land use, topography, transportation network, environmentally sensitive areas,
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impediments and other aspects of the study area that would affect the location of a proposed
trail within the project corridor. Information and analysis provided in the Existing Conditions
Report were utilized in the development and evaluation of the recommended trail alignments
described in this Report.

Visions and Goals
Over 20 years ago a Phase 1 Preliminary Design Report for this same connection was completed
and an alignment was identified that would extend the Centennial Trail between the existing
trail at the Will / Cook county line and the Chicago Portage Historic Site. This alignment ran
along the north side of (most of) the waterways. However, due to a number of major
constraints, the segment between Willow Springs Road and the Portage Site was never able to
be completed. The vision and goal of this study is to reassess and reevaluate this segment of
the I&M Canal Trail Corridor to determine and explore new potential alignments that are
feasible and that would provide pedestrians and cyclists a way to travel along and to access the
corridor. The routes will need to be sustainable, able to be funded, and supported by the
communities and key stakeholders in order for the construction to occur.
Open lands along the canals, which the municipalities own or control, should be preserved as
open space, in anticipation of a future trail(s) and/or trail connections from adjacent
neighborhoods, as well as for future recreational uses (parks and water-related activities) and
as a means to preserve the environmental and historic resources that the undeveloped land
represents.

Corridor Alternatives
The project corridor was examined and analyzed with the goal of providing as much separated,
off-street trail as possible over the length of the corridor. Other important objectives were to
provide an aesthetically pleasing experience for all trail users, while at the same time providing
connectivity to the adjacent neighborhoods. Key aspects of the corridor review and
establishment of possible alternatives included;
• Alignments meeting IDOT and FHWA design requirements
• Maximizing the amount of off-street trail
• Providing connectivity to adjacent residential neighborhoods, commercial districts,
public buildings, and transit stations
• Opening up currently inaccessible areas to public use
• Minimizing construction cost as much as possible
Based on the review and criteria, two potential alternatives were identified and evaluated; a
Red and a Green Alternative. Both alternatives begin at the current northeast end of the John
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Husar I&M Canal Trail at LaGrange Road and continue northeast to their ending at the Chicago
Portage site. With input from the project stakeholders, both alternatives were judged feasible.
However, it should be noted that both alternatives have significant constraints that will need to
be addressed, negotiated, and in some instances, approved by outside parties and agencies
before the project can be moved forward to construction.

Recommended Alternative
After initial identification and evaluation, presentation, further refinement, and re-presentation
of the two alternatives to the core project team and key stakeholders, consensus emerged that
both the Red and the Green Alternatives were desirable and feasible but that the Green
Alternative should be advanced through further study first. Both alternatives meet the primary
goal of the project. However, the Green Alternative was seen as better achieving the range of
objectives for the project, including staying as close to the waterways and open, undeveloped
lands along them as possible while simultaneously providing connectivity to the adjacent
neighborhoods.

Public Discussions
Over the course of the study, meetings and discussions have taken place with core team
members and key stakeholders for the project. Input has been obtained on initial potential
alignments, any areas of concern, opportunities for connectivity between the trail and
adjacent or nearby neighborhoods and other public facilities and destinations, and on final
recommendations for preferred alignments. Near the completion of the study, a public
meeting was held to present the findings and the recommendations. A summary of the
meetings is included in Appendix E.

Next Steps
The goal of this study, as previously mentioned, was to identify and explore the feasibility of
various alternative alignments for completing the gap in the I&M Canal Trail from Willow
Springs to the Chicago Portage site. This study establishes the preferred alternative and
identifies key design considerations used in the establishment of the preferred alternative.
Anticipating that federal funding will be needed to advance the project, the next major step
will be to prepare a Phase I Engineering Study in order to develop detailed design and perform
required activities, including environmental coordination, public coordination and agency
review and permitting. Funding requests for federal, state and local funds will need to be
prepared to assist the local agencies in the design and construction of the project.
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INTRODUCTION
The I&M Canal Trail Corridor study area spans four municipalities; the Villages of Justice,
Summit, Bedford Park, and Willow Springs. Along the canal there are two major, private
industrial businesses; Kinder Morgan Liquid Terminals, and Ingredion Inc. In addition, the
study corridor contains Metropolitan Water Reclamation District (MWRD) properties and
facilities, the McCook Reservoir and a ComEd owned corridor with high voltage wires. There
are also the waterways that define the corridor: the I&M and the Sanitary and Ship Canals,
and the Des Plaines River, as well as multiple rail lines running along and across the corridor.
South of 71st Street, the dominant land use along the corridor is residential. North of 71st
Street, the dominant land use is industrial. However, there are numerous commercial
establishments along the entire length of Archer Avenue, as well as with residential
neighborhoods east of Archer in the Villages of Bedford Park and Summit.
The Illinois and Michigan (I&M) Canal, which defined the project
corridor, was constructed in 1848 to link the Illinois River and Lake
Michigan. The canal played a large role in securing Chicago’s
mercantile future since it connected Chicago to both New York
and to New Orleans. From 1848 to 1900 the canal was a major
source of and conduit for commerce. Once the railroads arrived,
the need for passenger – and to a lesser extent, freight - canal
boats lessened. Then in 1933, the canal was replaced with the
Illinois Waterway (Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal). Subsequently
in 1955 portions of the canal were buried underneath the
Stevenson Expressway. Today, outside of the City of Chicago and
within the study area, portions of the I&M Canal still exist. To the
south, the I&M Canal Trail follows the canal’s old tow path. In
1964, the I&M Canal was designated a National Historic Landmark
and in 1975, the State of Illinois created the I&M Canal State Trail.
The newer Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal runs parallel to the historic I&M canal and
functions as the main route for ships navigating between the Chicago River and the Des
Plaines and Illinois Rivers.
The Centennial Trail project began more than twenty years ago with an agreement between
the Cook County Forest Preserve District and the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District to
construct a trail along the Des Plaines River from the Cook-Will County border to the Portage
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Site at Harlem Avenue. This project would connect to two major regional trails. The Will
County Centennial Trail begins at the county line and runs southwest to Romeoville, where it
merges with the I&M Canal Trail, which follows the canal and Des Plaines River to the
confluence of the Kankakee River, where it becomes the Illinois River. The I&M Canal Trail
follows this river all the way to Peru, Illinois, where it joins the Hennepin Canal Trail, which
runs west to the Mississippi River. The south end of the Des Plaines River / Salt Creek
Greenway Trail begins at the Chicago Portage Site. The Sal Creek Greenway Trail continues
north and west to the Busse Woods Forest Preserve in Elk Grove Village. The Des Plaines
River Trail is planned to run north along the river, where it will link the existing Des Plaines
River Trail, which follows the river north to the Wisconsin border. An engineering firm was
awarded Phase I and Phase II contracts to plan and design the Centennial Trail. A Phase I
Study and Project Report were prepared for the proposed trail along the corridor identified by
the Forest Preserve and the MWRD. Design Approval was received from IDOT and the FHWA
for that alignment almost twenty years ago. The alignment began at the existing trail at the
Cook-Will border and followed along the strip of land between the Des Plaines River and the
Sanitary and Ship Canal. At Willow Springs Road, the trail would cross over to the north side
of the Des Plaines River and continue northeast adjacent to the Burlington Northern/Santa Fe
rail yard. At I-294, the trail transitioned to an on-street marked bike route along River Road.
At the east end of River Road, the trail once again became an off-street path that followed
along the north bank of the Des Plaines River. Once reaching the Portage Site, the trail was to
cross the Des Plaines River on a new bridge that would bring it into the Portage Site, where it
would connect to the southern end of the Des Plaines River / Salt Creek Greenway (known
locally as the Cermak-Ottawa Woods Trail).
There were two major barriers that needed to be overcome as part of this proposed alignment.
The first was the BNSF rail yard between Willow Springs Road and I-294. It was identified
during the Phase I studies that an easement or lease would be necessary from the railroad since
it appeared that they owned up to the water’s edge of the Des Plaines River. During initial
discussions undertaken as part of Phase I, the railroad indicated that they did not have
objections to the alignment since it would be located immediately adjacent to the river, away
from their facilities. However, during subsequent negotiations, the railroad's requirements
were unable to be met by the Forest Preserve.
The second issue was an existing landfill located along the north side of the Des Plaines River
between the MWRD site at the east end of River Road and the IHB Railroad. At that time, it was
owned by a company called American Grading. They also owned up to the edge of the river.
Therefore, an easement was needed from the landfill to allow the proposed trail to be able to
gain elevation to bridge over the IHB Railroad tracks. Once again, during negotiations, the
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landfill owner’s requirements were unable to be met by the Forest Preserve.
Approximately five years ago, several meetings occurred, including an on-site field visit that
looked at possible alternate alignments to avoid the railroad and the landfill but still complete
the gap in the trail. Searching for an alignment that would allow the trail to be located entirely
on either MWRD or Forest Preserve property, the team identified one possible alignment. That
alignment called for the trail to continue northeast from Willow Springs Road on the land
between the Des Plaines River and the Sanitary and Ship Canal. This would bring the trail into
the area of the MWRD drying beds and the McCook Reservoir, where work was ongoing to repurpose the quarry for stormwater. There were several benefits to this alignment such as the
ability to utilize existing underpasses under I-294, LaGrange Road, the IHB railroad tracks, Route
171 and I-55. In addition, no major bridge or structure would be needed for this alignment.
However, there was one major drawback to this alignment and that was the ongoing work at
the McCook Reservoir. There would be significant conflicts between the heavy equipment
being used in the work at the reservoir and the trail users. In addition, this alignment provided
no connections to the adjacent communities.
Therefore, although Phase I approval
was received for the entire length of
the project from the Cook-Will border
to the Portage Site, only the segment
between the Cook-Will border and
Willow Springs Road was constructed.
The John Husar I&M Canal Trail runs
parallel to the Centennial Trail
although for a much shorter length.
This trail begins at Illinois Route 83
and continues northeast along the
historic I&M Canal to LaGrange Road,
approximately 5.5 miles. There is a
direct connection to the Centennial Trail at Illinois Route 83. However, at LaGrange Road, the
trail loops back to Willow Springs Road, forming a narrow loop on the land between the I&M
and the CSS Canals.

VISIONS AND GOALS
As stated, the goal of this study is to identify and describe a feasible route from the
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Centennial Trail / I&M Canal Trail from Willow Springs / La Grange Road to the Chicago
Portage Site, where it would connect to the major regional trails heading north and west.
Ideally, the route would continue along the I&M Canal bank, within green space, similar to the
context in which the I&M Canal Trail exists southwest of Lagrange Road. However, due to
right of way restrictions, the CN Railroad, and the limited space along the corridor for bridges,
underpasses, and other infrastructure, it appears certain that some segments of the trail
extension will need to be on-street bikeways, combined with sidewalks for pedestrians. Onstreet bikeways can include signed bike routes, marked shared lanes, and striped bike lanes.
These on-street segments will connect and complete off-street segments of the proposed
trail. Nevertheless, the goal is to maintain, to the greatest extent possible, an off-street
alignment within green space where trail users will have a connection to nature. While that
connection to nature will be lacking along on-street segments, (through more developed
areas), trail identity can be maintained through branded, high-quality wayfinding signage,
pavement markings, and safety improvements. Another stated goal of the project is to
promote connectivity between the proposed trail and adjacent residential neighborhoods,
commercial districts, employment areas, public facilities, and other key destinations.
Providing that connectivity will allow for multiple uses of and user types on the trail; including
commuters traveling to their places of employment and to transit facilities; access to schools,
libraries and other public buildings; and trips to restaurants and nearby retail areas.

CURRENT PLANS AND PROJECTS
A number of studies and plans have recently been prepared for the communities along the
project corridor. Information from these plans was utilized in the development of the I&M
Canal Trail Extension Feasibility Study. Some of the more pertinent studies are listed as follows.
Summit Community Recreation Area
The Village of Summit, in partnership with the National Park Service, have prepared concept
plans for the improvement of the old Summit Boat Launch Area. The Village goal is to reopen
the area to public use including an updated boat launch, new concessions, public gathering
spaces and accommodation of a bike trail through the facility.
Summit Active Transportation Plan
This document was written by Active Transportation Alliance as part of the Healthy HotSpot
Initiative. The plan provides a blueprint for how Summit can update their existing
infrastructure to achieve Complete Streets goals and recommends specific pedestrian and
bicycle projects. This plan also suggests policies and programs to encourage more walking and
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bicycling within the community.
https://activetransportationmy.sharepoint.com/personal/heather_activetrans_org/_layouts/15/guestaccess.aspx?d
ocid=112f100d440d044eebb5bf9d6362300e0&authkey=ARXggHnRzXLlgVstrW7Cuug
Chicago Region Environmental and Transportation Efficiency (CREATE) Program
According to the CREATE Program Website: “It is the collective and shared responsibility of the
partners in the Chicago Region Environmental and Transportation Efficiency (CREATE) Program
to maintain and improve the freight gateway to our nation, as well as the world. The 75th Street
Corridor Improvement Project and Argo Connections (CREATE Project B9) is the preeminent
multimodal opportunity to Rebuild America, ensuring preservation and resiliency of one of our
nation’s most important transportation assets. The Illinois Department of Transportation
(IDOT), in cooperation with co-applicants the Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT), the
Cook County Department of Transportation and Highways (CCDOTH), and the Chicago
Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP), is pleased to submit this application for an
Infrastructure For Rebuilding America (INFRA) discretionary grant on behalf of the CREATE
Program for improvements to the Chicago Terminal (Terminal). The Terminal is a complex rail
hub where six Class I railroads converge. Currently, this hub handles one-fourth of the nation’s
freight rail traffic and half of all intermodal trains on their journey to market. This application
seeks Federal support to leverage significant local public and private funding commitments to
fix the most complex and congested segment of railroad in North America. CREATE’s 75th Street
Corridor Improvement Project (75th Street CIP) and Argo Connections (B9) comprise a network
of inter-related infrastructure improvements that will reduce travel time and expand railroad
capacity through the Terminal, resulting in a doubling of corridor capacity and operational
benefits that extend beyond the region to a national scale. As a result of reduced congestion
and additional capacity to accommodate anticipated growth in freight traffic through the
Terminal, the monetized benefits of the 75th Street CIP/B9 Project including travel time,
shipping costs, safety, and emissions- will greatly exceed its costs.”
Justice Vision Plan
This document lays out policy, design and implementation recommendations for the Village of
Justice’s 2030 Vision Plan. Based on public input and the findings that emerged from the Justice
State of the Community Report, the Vision Plan outlines and defines an achievable, shared
vision for the Village of Justice, which is forward-looking, focused, and implementable. The plan
explains the current physical conditions of the Village, transportation options, and market
opportunities. The plan then delves into planning and redevelopment opportunities along with
land use frameworks. The combined information led the Village to develop concepts to improve
Justice as a whole. The plan’s proposed improvements have been incorporated into this
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Corridor Report, including, most importantly, the recommendation to develop potential trail
alternatives to close the gap in the I&M/Centennial Trail.
http://www.villageofjustice.org/economic_development/docs/Jujstice%202030%20Visi
on%20Plan%20FINAL.pdf
Justice Transit Improvement Study
The Village of Justice, with assistance from HNTB developed the Transit Improvement Study in
August of 2007. The document was formally prepared under contract with the Regional
Transportation Authority. The study addresses bus service alternatives, the potential for a
Justice Metra Station and various recommendations and implementation actions. The
recommendations involved short-term and long-term initiatives as well as potential policy
changes for the Village of Justice as it moves forward in advancing Village vision and goals. The
overall goal of the study was to aid the Village of Justice in promoting the use of public
transportation and providing greater mobility for the community. The study was initiated as
part of the Regional Transportation Authority’s Community Planning Program which is aimed at
facilitating local community and economic development, as well as improved access and
connections to and nearby transit stations. The Village of Justice is one of the over fifty Chicagoarea communities to have received RTA assistance to undertake transit-oriented planning and
local transit improvement projects.
http://cms3.revize.com/revise/justice/economicdevelopment/docs/Transit%20Improvement%20Study%202007.pdf
Other plans utilized in the development of this study include;
1. Village of Justice: Strategic Plan:
http://cms3.revize.com/revize/justice/economic_development/docs/20162020%20Stra
tegic%20Plan%20Finalized%20Draft%20VII%20Updated.pdf
2. Village of Willow Springs: Report on Opportunities for Cargo Oriented Development:
http://chicago.uli.org/wpcontent/uploads/sites/16/2012/03/willow_Springs_Final_Report_from_printer.pdf
3. Village of Willow Springs: Complete Streets Policy: http://atpolicy.org/wpcontent/uploads/2016/05/willow-springs-il-complete-streets-policy-2016.pdf
4. Village of Summit: Comprehensive Plan:
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/10180/192105/FY150126%20SUMMIT%20COMPREHENSIVE%20PLAN_lowres.pdf/75515bdc-442c-4d7ea5d1-c9e30e526bed
5. Village of Summit: Complete Streets Policy: http://atpolicy.org/wpcontent/uploads/2017/08/Summit-CS-Policy-Adopted.pdf
6. West Central Municipal Conference / Central Council of Mayors: http://atpolicy.org/wp-
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content/uploads/2016/05/2012-WCMC-Bicycle-Plan.pdf
7. Southwest Conference of Mayors Bicycle Plan: http://atpolicy.org/wpcontent/uploads/2016/05/SCM_Bike_Plan_Jan29_Web_Res.pdf
8. Forest Preserve District of Cook County: Trail Master Plan & Policy:
http://fpdcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Trail-Master-Plan_FINAL.pdf
9. Great Rivers Chicago Vision Plan: http://greatriverschicago.com/index.html
10. Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning: Regional Greenways and Trails Plan:
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/mobility/walking-and-bicycling/greenways-and-trails
11. Illinois Department of Natural Resources: Illinois Bike Trails Map:
https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/publications/documents/00000642.pdf

BIKE FACILITY DESIGN CRITERIA
Three different types of bike and shared use facilities are possible along this corridor; off-street
bike trails and sidepaths (both are shared use facilities), dedicated on-street bicycle facilities
such as bike lanes, and mixed-traffic facilities such as on-street signed bike routes. On a shared
roadway facility (on-street signed bike routes), bicyclists and motorists share the same travel
lanes without a striped physical or marked separation. The Illinois Department of
Transportation, the Federal Highway Administration, AASHTO, and NACTO have design criteria
and design guidance that are applicable to the design and construction of such facilities. Since
there is a strong likelihood of using federal funds for this project, these design criteria were
utilized in the analysis of the alternatives for this project. Some of the major design criteria for
each type of facility are as follows;
Off-Street Bike Trails or Sidepaths (Shared Use Paths)
• Recommended when adjacent to roadway with Average Daily Traffic greater than
15,000 vehicles per day and a posted speed limit greater than 35 mph
• Recommended when adjacent to roadway with Average Daily Traffic greater than 8,000
vehicles per day and a posted speed limit of 45 mph or higher
• Optional for all other roadways
• 5’ minimum separation between edge of path and face of curb of roadway
• 3’ clear zone from edge of path
• 10’ width
• 8’ vertical clearance
• 100’ minimum radius
• Maximum grade of 5%
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Bike Lanes
• 5’ striped bike lane adjacent to roadway travel lane for urban roadways with Average
Daily Traffic greater than 8,000 vehicles per day
• Not recommended for roadways with greater than 8,000 vehicles per day and a posted
speed limit greater than 35 mph
• Locate bike lane adjacent to curb and gutter
• Locate bike adjacent to parking lane where parking is allowed
• Design as one-way facilities; two-way bicycle lanes on one side of the roadway not
allowed (unless separated by a physical barrier).

Signed On-Street Bike Route
• Not recommended for urban roadways with Average Daily Traffic greater than 8,000
and a posted speed limit greater than or equal to 30 mph
• 13’ – 14’ striped roadway outside lane for urban roadways without parking with Average
Daily Traffic between 2,000 and 8,000 vehicles per day and a speed limit less than 30
mph
• 25’ striped roadway outside lane for urban roadways with parking with Average Daily
Traffic between 2,000 and 8,000 vehicles per day and a speed limit less than 30 mph
• No width requirements for urban roadways with Average Daily Traffic less than 2,000
and a speed limit less than 30 mph
13

These criteria would need to be met in any detailed design of the facility. In rare instances,
Design Exceptions may be granted by IDOT and the FHWA if it can be shown that meeting the
design requirements is not practical or possible. However, clear and definitive reasons must be
given why the minimum design requirements cannot be met.
There is another manual to assist in the design of bike facilities and that is the Urban Bikeway
Design Guide prepared by the National Association of City Transportation Officials. This guide
has been supported and endorsed by the FHWA. This guide is more commonly used in dense,
urban settings and thus may not be accepted by IDOT for some parts of this particular corridor.
However, elements within this guide can be useful and have been utilized in the evaluation of
the alternatives within this corridor.

ALIGNMENT ALTERNATIVES
Three general corridors were initially investigated to determine their feasibility and whether
they would meet the goals of the project. They are shown on Figure 1. The north corridor
(shown in pink) follows the same alignment that was part of the initial Centennial Trail Project
(described above). It would follow the north bank of the Des Plaines River. However, the same
two issues that prevent completion of this alignment (the Burlington Northern Santa Fe rail
yard and the existing landfill) still exist. In addition, this alignment provides no connectivity to
the municipalities along Archer Avenue. Therefore, this general corridor was eliminated from
further consideration.
The second, middle general corridor (shown in blue) is located between the Des Plaines River
and the Sanitary and Ship Canal. Due to the ongoing construction of the McCook Reservoir and
the unknown future public access through the area once it is complete, this corridor was also
eliminated. In addition, this corridor also did not provide any connectivity to the municipalities
along Archer Avenue.
The south corridor (shown in green) was selected for further study since it appeared to be
feasible and met the goals of the project.
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North
Corridor

Middle
Corridor

South
Corridor

Initial Corridor Review
Figure 1
Once the general corridor was selected, more detailed design studies, stakeholder input, site
visits, and preliminary environmental review were carried out. As corridor review and detailed
study of existing conditions progressed, it became clear that two alignments were viable within
the broader corridor. See Figure 2.
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Green
Alignment

Red
Alignment

Feasible Alignments Within South Corridor
Figure 2
While preliminary investigations indicate that both alignments are feasible, further analysis is
needed to determine exact alignment and to better understand potential hurdles that would
need to be overcome such as easement or right-of-way acquisitions, environmental impacts
and mitigation, constructability, drainage impacts, construction costs and related funding
issues, and other design issues. Phase I Engineering will still be required to identify exact
alignments, detailed cost estimates and environmental constraints.
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The following is a description of the alternatives. Detailed aerial exhibits showing the
alignments and segments within each alignment along with a construction cost estimate for
each of the segments is included in Appendix A. Typical sections of the various segments are
included in Appendix B.
Green Alignment
Justice Segment – G1 to G2 (See Appendix A, Green Route - Sheet 1-2)
This alignment would begin at the northeast end of the existing John Husar I&M Canal Trail and
continue northeast along an existing gravel service drive to a point opposite Jocare Drive. The
existing gravel drive would be repaired and resurfaced with a new asphalt surface. Lease
agreements would need to be obtained from the MWRD for two currently vacant parcels;
Parcel No. 31.04 and 32.01.
Justice Segment – G2 to G3 (71st Street Bridge Alternate), (See Appendix A, Green Route - Sheet
2-4)
The trail would continue northeast along the existing gravel service drive to a point approaching
71st Street extended. At that point the trail would begin to rise on a new bridge and cross both
the I&M Canal and the CN Railroad (see Green Route – Sheet 3 and 4). After crossing the
tracks, the bridge would descend within the unimproved right-of-way of 71st Street to meet the
existing grade. Since an at-grade crossing of the tracks would never be approved by the
railroad, a bridge over the tracks will be necessary. It appears that there is enough vertical
clearance to locate such a structure under the ComEd high voltage lines paralleling the
northwest side of the tracks, however, this will need to be confirmed and approved by ComEd.
A lease agreement would be needed from the MWRD for parcel 32.01 which is currently
vacant. Approval from the current leaseholder of parcel 32.02 (Shell Oil Co.) would also be
required although the area of parcel 32.02 that is needed for the trail is unimproved. The trail
would also cross the existing IDNR lease of the I&M Canal. Finally, an agreement would be
needed with the CN Railroad for the new structure over their tracks.
Justice Segment – G2 to G3 (Culvert Alternate), (See Appendix A, Green Route - Sheet 2-4)
The trail would continue northeast along the existing gravel service drive to a point near Banks
Street extended. At that point the trail would turn and cross the I&M Canal on a new bridge
(see Green Route – Sheet 3) and then proceed under the CN Railroad tracks utilizing an existing
culvert. The existing culvert is approximately 8 feet wide and 8 feet high from the bottom of
the culvert. The culvert carries water from the area to the east including water in the drainage
ditch along the railroad. While the bulk of the normal water flow appears to be utilizing a
culvert under the railroad further to the northeast, some flow does utilize this culvert adjacent
to the apartment complex. This location is also in a designated floodway as per the FEMA
maps. The culvert would need to be modified to allow bicyclists and pedestrians to utilize the
culvert without having to traverse through water. A possible solution would be to modify the
existing culvert by installing a low depth culvert within the culvert. Normal water flow would
17

be contained within the new low depth culvert while large event flows would flow through the
entire culvert. This would, however, reduce the clear height to below 8 feet which is the
minimum vertical clearance required by IDOT. A possible solution to this issue would be to
excavate the bottom of the culvert to lower the water elevation while still installing a new, low
depth culvert. Such a modification to the culvert, and even getting approval to locate the trail
through the culvert, would require approval from the CN
Railroad. Also, since this location is in a designated
floodway, a hydraulic study and mitigation will be
required. Once through the culvert, the trail would
continue a short distance to Blackstone Avenue where it
would then continue northeast as a signed on-street bike
route along Blackstone Avenue to the end of the
pavement beyond Oak Grove Avenue. At that point, the
trail would become an off-street path that would
continue within the unimproved right-of-way to the
unimproved right-of-way of 71st Street. A lease
agreement would be needed from the MWRD for parcel
32.01 which is currently vacant. The trail would also
cross the existing IDNR lease of the I&M Canal. Finally,
approximately 6,200 square feet of easement would be
needed from the apartment complex; parcel number 18Existing Culvert under CN Railroad
27-200-025.
Justice Segment – G2 to G3 (Jocare Alternate), (See Appendix A, Green Route - Sheet 2-4)
This segment is a possible alternative to routing the trail through the existing culvert. The trail
would cross the I&M Canal on a new bridge and then be on-grade to the northwest right-ofway line of the CN Railroad. Since an at-grade crossing of the tracks would never be approved
by the railroad, a bridge over the tracks will be necessary. With the presence of homes
immediately on the south side of the tracks around the Jocare Drive cul-de-sac, it is not possible
to construct a new bridge approach that would carry cyclists up and over the tracks on a new
structure. Therefore, the recommended design is to construct support towers on either side of
the railroad tracks with stairs and an elevator that would carry cyclists and pedestrians up from
the ground level to a new bridge spanning the tracks. It appears that there is enough vertical
clearance to locate such a structure under the ComEd high voltage lines paralleling the
northwest side of the tracks, however, this will need to be confirmed and approved by ComEd.
Once on the southwest side of the tracks, the trail would become a signed on-street route
down Jocare Drive and then northeast along Blackstone Avenue to the end of the pavement
beyond Oak Grove Avenue. At that point, the trail would become an off-street path that would
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continue within the unimproved right-ofway to the unimproved right-of-way of 71st
Street. A lease agreement would be needed
from the MWRD for parcel 32.01 which is
currently vacant. The trail would also cross
the existing IDNR lease of the I&M Canal. A
small easement of approximately 600
square feet would also be needed from a
homeowner on the Jocare cul-de-sac.
Finally, an agreement would be needed with
the CN Railroad for the new structure over
their tracks.

Jocare Drive CN Railroad Bridge Location

Justice Segment – G3 to G4 (See Appendix A, Green Route - Sheet 4-5)
The off-street path would then turn east along the unimproved right-of-way of 71st Street until
the roadway pavement begins again approaching 87th Avenue. It continues to 86th Avenue as
an on-street signed bike route. At 86th Avenue, the trail would then utilize the existing trails
around and through the Lipinski Community Center to Skyline Drive. At Skyline Drive, the trail
would then once again become an on-street signed bike route following Skyline Drive east to
Arbor Lane and then southeast along Heather Trail to Archer Avenue. At Archer Avenue, the
asphalt trail will become an off-street trail (sidepath) along the northwest side of the roadway
generally replacing the existing sidewalk heading northeast to 71st Street and the entrance
drive to the Kinder Morgan facility. Much of this segment along Blackstone Avenue and 71st
Street is located within floodway. To minimize the mitigation that would be required, the
proposed trail will need to be constructed close to existing grade as much as possible. A
portion of the segment along 71st Street is also located within an existing wetland. Impacts to
this wetland caused by the trail will require mitigation. No easements or lease agreements are
needed for this segment.
Bedford Park Segment – G4 to G5 (See Appendix A, Green Route - Sheet 5-7)
The off-street asphalt trail (sidepath) would continue northeast along the northwest side of
Archer Avenue to the ComEd High Voltage Line corridor just northeast of Roberts Road. A short
bridge or culvert will be needed across a creek. Signal modifications will be required at the
intersection of Archer / Roberts / Columbia to add pedestrian signal heads and pushbuttons at
across the north leg of that intersection. A wetland is present just north of 71st Street that will
likely be impacted by the proposed trail. Due to the narrow width between the edge of
pavement of Archer Avenue and the presence of a roadway ditch, a number of easements will
be required along stretch totaling approximately 15,830 square feet.
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Bedford Park Segment – G5 to G6 (See Appendix A, Green Route - Sheet 7-9)
Upon reaching the ComEd corridor, the trail would head west along the corridor along the
north side of the Kinder Morgan property. Much of the ComEd corridor consists of wetlands.
However, there is a strip of land along the south edge that is currently mowed grass that would
be the ideal location for the path. Further review will be needed to determine the owners of
that strip of land; whether it be ComEd, Kinder Morgan, or some other entity. As the trail
approaches the CN Railroad, the trail would
begin a large radius curve onto the ComEd
corridor and under their high voltage lines.
Once on the north side of these lines, a
bridge would begin to carry the trail over
the CN Railroad and under the ComEd high
voltage lines that parallel the railroad.
Clearance under the high voltage lines is not
an issue since those lines are quite high.
Once over the railroad, the trail will
descend to an existing gravel drive that the
trail will then be located on. The trail will
ComEd corridor west of Archer Avenue
continue along the drive northeast to the
border with the Village of Summit. It is
anticipated that some base repair of the drive will be needed along with either a new aggregate
or asphalt surface. There is currently an ongoing CREATE project that will create a grade
separation between the CN and the IHB Railroads further to the northeast. Once those plans
are released, they will need to be reviewed to determine whether the southwest limits of that
project are within the vicinity of the proposed trail crossing. Wetland impacts along the ComEd
corridor are likely and will need to be mitigated. A lease agreement would be needed from the
MWRD for parcels 33.03 and 33.04 which are currently vacant and approval from the current
leaseholder of parcel 33.01 (Ingredion). A lease agreement would also be needed from ComEd
and an easement would be needed from the property owner of the narrow parcel between
Kinder Morgan and ComEd. Finally, an agreement would be needed with the CN Railroad for
the new structure over their tracks.
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Summit Segment – G6 to G7 (See Appendix A, Green Route - Sheet 10-12)
The trail for this entire segment would be located on the existing, gated service drive except for
a short segment at the IHB Railroad. The service drive will require some base repair and either
a new aggregate or new asphalt surface. At the IHB Railroad, the trail will veer off the existing
drive towards the Canal. The trail will then utilize an existing underpass that is part of the
railroad’s bridge over the Sanitary and Ship
Canal. Some modification to the structure will
be necessary to increase the vertical clearance
from six to eight feet. Near the end of this
segment, the trail will pass under the existing IL
Route 171 bridge and enter the area of the
future Summit Boat Launch. As that project
moves forward, coordination will be necessary
between these two projects to locate the trail
where it would not impact the boat launch
facility. While no wetlands are located along
IHB Railroad Underpass Adjacent to Sanitary
this segment, there is an existing osprey nest
and Ship Canal
located just northeast of the IHB Railroad. The
osprey is a state-listed species and avoiding impacts by realigning the trail around the nest may
be required. A lease agreement would be needed from the MWRD for parcels 33.04 and 34.05
which are currently vacant and approval from the current leaseholder of parcel 34.01 (Holcim),
34.02 (Owens Corning Roofing and Asphalt), and 34.04 (Baltimore and Ohio Chicago Terminal
Railway Company).
Summit Segment – G7 to G8 (See Appendix A, Green Route - Sheet 12-13)
The trail will continue on the existing, gated gravel service drive towards Harlem Avenue
passing under the Stevenson Expressway. The service drive will require some base repair and
either a new aggregate or new asphalt surface. Approximately 1,200 feet west of Harlem
Avenue, the gated portion of the drive ends and it becomes an asphalt drive accessible to the
public via a ramp off of Harlem Avenue. At this point, the trail will follow up the ramp towards
Harlem Avenue along the northwest side of the ramp. There currently is an existing sidewalk
along the ramp, however, the width and separation from the roadway is inadequate. A new
retaining wall will be needed to be able to accommodate the proposed trail along the ramp. A
lease agreement would be needed from the MWRD for parcel 35.06 which is currently vacant
and for parcel 35.04 which is for corporate use.
Summit Segment – G8 to R10 (See Appendix A, Green Route - Sheet 14)
At the top of the ramp at the Harlem Avenue / Ramp intersection, the trail will head north
along the west side of Harlem Avenue. IDOT is currently studying improvements to Harlem
Avenue at this location and it has been requested to accommodate a trail along the west side of
Harlem Avenue in their design. Therefore, it is assumed that IDOT will complete the segment of
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the trail north from this point as part of their work. However, should the IDOT project not
proceed within a reasonable time period, the only feasible solution on the bridge across the
Sanitary and Ship Canal is the installation of bike lanes and/or modification of the existing
sidewalk with design exceptions. At the Portage Site, approval from the Cook County Forest
Preserves will be needed to connect to the existing Salt Creek Trail.
Summit Segment – G7 to R10 (Canal Bank Road Alternate), (See Appendix A, Green Route Sheet 12-14)
An alternate alignment of the proposed
trail is to cross the Sanitary and Ship Canal
on a new bridge over to the Canal Bank
Road on the northwest side of the Canal.
Adjacent to the future Summit Boat
Launch site, there exists old foundations of
the Lawndale Avenue bridge over the
Canal. These abutments could likely be
utilized for a new bridge over the Canal.
Some modification would be necessary to
raise them to achieve the minimum
clearance of 43 feet as required by the
Coast Guard. Once on the northwest side
Old Lawndale Avenue Bridge Location over
of the Canal, the trail will follow the existing
the Sanitary and Ship Canal
Canal Bank Road to the Portage Site.
Because this drive is part of an MWRD parcel reserved for corporate use, and the drive is
utilized by vehicles accessing the McCook Reservoir, further discussions with the MWRD will be
necessary. A lease agreement would be needed from the MWRD for parcels 35.03, 37.03, and
35.02 which are currently vacant and for parcel 35.08 which is for corporate use.
Red Alignment
Justice Segment – R1 to R2 (See Appendix A, Red Route - Sheet 1-2)
This alignment would begin at the northeast end of the existing John Husar I&M Canal Trail and
immediately upon crossing under LaGrange Road would ascend on a new bridge to cross the CN
Railroad on a new bridge adjacent to LaGrange Road. Upon crossing the railroad, the trail
would be located within the LaGrange Road right-of-way to the existing vacated 79th Street
right-of-way. Proposed retaining walls would be needed due to the grade difference in this
area. While the 79th Street right-of-way is public land, numerous homes along Ironwood Drive
are using the vacant right-of-way for their personal use as their back yards. It is even possible
that the mobile homes may extend into the right-of-way. This will need to be reviewed further
to determine the exact location of the right-of-way. Upon exiting the mobile home park, the
off-street trail would be located within the 79th Street right-of-way and then the area between
the Frontage Road and Archer Avenue northeast to Cork Avenue. The existing sidewalk
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between Oak Grove and Cork would be removed and replaced with an asphalt trail. A
modification will be needed for the traffic signal at the intersection of Archer Avenue and Oak
Grove Avenue for the installation of pedestrian signal heads and push buttons. Lease
agreements would need to be obtained from the MWRD for one currently vacant parcel; Parcel
No. 31.04. An easement of approximately 5,000 square feet would be needed from the Sterling
Estates Mobile Home Park along the east side of LaGrange Road.
Justice Segment – R2 to R3 (See Appendix A, Red Route - Sheet 2-3)
The asphalt trail will continue northeast within the Archer Avenue right-of-way to 75th Street.
The existing sidewalk will be removed and replaced with the trail. Some street lights and fire
hydrants will need to be relocated to achieve the required trail and clear zone widths. No
easements or right-of-way are required within this segment.
Justice Segment – R2 to R3 (Cork / 75th Alternate), (See Appendix A, Red Route - Sheet 2-3)
This segment could either be an alternate to the previous segment or a spur into the adjacent
neighborhood. This segment would consist of an on-street signed bike route. No easements or
right-of-way are required.
Justice Segment – R3 to R4 (See Appendix A, Red Route - Sheet 3-5)
At the currently vacant 75th Street right-of-way at its intersection with Archer Avenue, the trail
cross Archer over the southeast side of the roadway. The crossing would be signed and striped
based on the design guidelines as shown in the MUTCD manual. Installation of a Pedestrian
Hybrid Beacon would be recommended to allow for a safer crossing of Archer Avenue. Once on
the southeast side of the roadway, the trail would continue northeast as an off-street, asphalt
trail to 71st Street. A number of street lights will need to be relocated to accommodate the
proposed trail within the right-of-way. At the approach to the entrance to the cemetery, an
easement along with fence relocation will be necessary to accommodate the proposed trail.
Approximately 7,500 square feet of easement will be necessary from the Cemetery.
Bedford Park Segment – R4 to R5 (See Appendix A, Red Route - Sheet 5-7)
The trail continues northeast adjacent to Archer Avenue all the way to the ComEd corridor at
the Bedford Park Village Hall. A short bridge or culvert will be needed across a creek. A lengthy
crossing of Roberts Road will be necessary along with the addition of pedestrian signal heads
and push buttons. There will be an impact to existing parking at the restaurant adjacent to the
ComEd corridor. Due to the narrow distance between the back of curb of Archer Avenue and
the right-of-way line, an easement will be needed from the restaurant that will impact their
parking lot. Upon reaching the ComEd corridor the proposed trail will utilize an existing trail
within the corridor. However, the existing trail will need to be widened to 10 feet. In addition
to approximately 1,650 square feet of easement that will be needed from the restaurant,
approximately 14,600 square feet of easement will be needed from the Cemetery. It should be
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noted that the portion of this segment between 71st Street and Roberts Road lies within the
boundaries of the Village of Bridgeview.
Bedford Park Segment – R5 to R6A (See Appendix A, Red Route - Sheet 7-8)
This segment consists of an off-street, asphalt trail (sidepath) that would generally continue
northeast along Archer Avenue from the ComEd corridor. The trail would skirt behind the
Bedford Park Village Hall and then be located within the park area between the Village Hall and
the railroad bridge northeast of 65th Street. Traffic signal modifications with the installation of
pedestrian signal heads and push buttons would be needed at the intersection of Archer
Avenue and 66th Place. Relocation of signal equipment will be needed at the intersection of
Archer and 65th Street. Due to the narrowness of the existing sidewalk on the Archer Avenue
bridge over the railroad, a new prefabricated bridge is proposed to carry the trail over the
track. At the northeast end of the new bridge, the trail will utilize the existing sidewalk under
the three bridges just prior to 63rd Street. A design exception would be needed to address the
narrow width of the sidewalk along with the lack of clear zones. It would likely be necessary to
sign this portion to require bicyclists to dismount and walk their bikes. No easements are
necessary within this segment since the trail will be located within existing right-of-way, village
owned property or existing leases.
Bedford Park Segment – R5 to R6B (See Appendix A, Red Route - Sheet 7-8)
This alternate or additional segment
would have the trail continuing east from
the Bedford Park Village Hall within the
ComEd corridor to the railroad. It would
generally follow the existing trail within
the corridor, however, a new asphalt trail
will need to be constructed to meet the
10 foot width requirement. Once
reaching the railroad, the trail would turn
northerly and be located within strip of
park land between the street and the
railroad noise wall. At the north end of
ComEd Corridor East of Bedford Park Village Hall
this park land, the trail would skirt around
the village owned building to the junction
of the IHB Railroad tracks and the service track. The trail would then utilize a new structure
containing stairs and elevator to a new span over the various railroad tracks. No easements
would be required for this segment. However, an agreement would be required with the
railroad.
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Summit Segment – R6A to R7 (See Appendix A, Red Route - Sheet 8)
This segment utilizes the existing sidewalk adjacent to Archer Avenue as it passes under the
three bridges just prior to 63rd Street. A design exception would be needed to address the
narrow width of the sidewalk along with the lack of clear zones. It would likely be necessary to
sign this portion to require bicyclists to dismount and walk their bikes. Upon reaching the
signalized intersection of Archer and 63rd Street, the trail will become striped bike lanes heading
east on 63rd Street to 76th Avenue. Restriping of the westbound traffic lanes at Archer Avenue
would be necessary to accommodate the bike lanes. The eastbound bike lane can be
accommodated by the existing roadway without any pavement or lane modification.
Summit Segment – R6B to R7 (See Appendix A, Red Route - Sheet 8)
This segment is a continuation of the bridge from the Bedford Park segment. The north end of
the span over the railroad tracks would be supported by a new structure that would contain
stairs and an elevator and be located in the
open area just south of the alley behind 64th
Street. The stairs and elevator are needed
due to the lack of space needed to ramp the
trail down to the existing grade. From this
point the trail would continue east as an offstreet asphalt trail a short distance to 76th
Avenue. From here, the trail would turn
north as a signed on-street bike route north
along 76th Avenue to 63rd Street. No
easements would be required for this
segment, however, a lease agreement would
64th Street Alley
be needed from the railroad.
Summit Segment – R7 to R8 (See Appendix A, Red Route - Sheet 9-12)
The trail continues north along 76th Avenue from 63rd Street as a signed on-street bike route.
At 60th Place, northbound trail users will continue north along 76th Avenue to 60th Street. 76th
Avenue becomes one-way northbound north of 60th Place. At 60th Street, northbound trail
users will turn east along 60th Street which is one-way westbound to Archer Avenue.
Southbound trail users coming along Archer Avenue will continue south along Archer to 60th
Place where they will head east along 60th Place to 76th Avenue. 60th Place is one-way
eastbound. Between 60th Street and 60th Place, the west side of Archer Avenue will be widened
to accommodate the southbound trail users within a striped bike lane. Between 60th Street and
59th Street, northbound trail users will utilize the existing sidewalk on the east side of the bridge
over the railroad. Similarly, southbound trail users will utilize the existing sidewalk on the west
side of the roadway. Since the width doesn’t provide for clear zones on the bridge, a design
exception will be necessary. It will likely be necessary to post signs stating that bicyclists must
dismount and walk over the bridge. Both sides of the Archer Avenue roadway will be widened
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to accommodate new bike lanes north from 59th Street to 58th Street. At 58th Street, the
northbound trail users will cross over Archer Avenue to the start of the off-street trail section
heading north along the west side of the roadway. Advance signing and pavement markings
will be installed to advise motorists of the crossing. Proceeding north from the 58th Street, the
trail becomes an off-street paved trail heading northeast. The trail will cross Route 171 and
continue to Center Avenue. At Center Avenue, the trail becomes an on-street signed bike route
to the intersection with Lawndale Road. At this point, there is an easy on-street connection to
the Green Route at the Summit Boat Launch site. Modifications to three existing traffic signals
will be necessary to accommodate the proposed trail and bike lanes. Easements will be
required from four parcels along the west side of Archer totaling approximately 12,900 square
feet.
Summit Segment R8 to R9 (See Appendix A, Red Route - Sheet 12-14)
This segment continues north from Lawndale Road along Center Avenue to Hanover Street. At
this intersection, a short spur would connect to the Summit Metra Station. Continuing east
along Hanover Street, the trail continues as an on-street signed bike route to Harlem Avenue.
Upon reaching Harlem Avenue, the trail will become a separate trail (sidepath) along the west
side of Harlem Avenue north to the westbound Stevenson Expressway entrance ramp. This
segment is currently being studies by IDOT and their project will likely incorporate trail
elements into their plan. Should their plan be delayed, however, modifications to the existing
roadway and sidewalk are proposed to accommodate the trail even if minimum design
requirements are not met.
Summit Segment – R9 to R10 (See Appendix A, Red Route - Sheet 14)
Similar to the Green Alternative, the trail will head north along the west side of Harlem Avenue.
IDOT is currently studying improvements to Harlem Avenue at this location and it has been
requested to accommodate a trail along the west side of Harlem Avenue in their design.
Therefore, it is assumed that IDOT will complete the segment of the trail north from this point
as part of their work. However, should the IDOT project not proceed within a reasonable time
period, the only feasible solution on the bridge across the Sanitary and Ship Canal is the
installation of bike lanes and/or modification of the existing sidewalk with design exceptions.
At the Portage Site, approval from the Cook County Forest Preserves will be needed to connect
to the existing Salt Creek Trail.
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Environmental Impacts
The most significant finding in the Environmental Evaluation
that was performed for this project is the osprey nest located
along the Green Alignment near the IHB Railroad (Green
Route - Sheet 10). Osprey are state-listed and thought by
some to be lagging behind the bald eagle in its recovery.
Thus, alternative alignments that avoid passing near this
nesting platform may be prudent.
There are several wetland areas, but all are low quality and
of low functional value in their current state. Permits would
likely be needed for any impacts to these wetlands, but there
should be ample opportunities to adequately compensate or
mitigate for impacts. The Environmental Evaluation can be
found in Appendix C.

Osprey Nest

Right-of-Way
Numerous permanent easements or right-of-way acquisitions will be necessary along both the
Green and Red Alternatives as mentioned in the description of the alternatives. These would
be required from mostly private industrial properties. However, easements would be necessary
also from institutions such as cemeteries, commercial businesses and at least one homeowner
in the case of the Green Alignment. In addition to these easements, lease agreements will be
necessary from a number of private entities including the CN Railroad, IHB Railroad, and
ComEd. Lease agreements will also be required from currently vacant MWRD parcels. Based
on similar projects, the MWRD is very supportive of providing leases to agencies for the
purpose of public benefit and use. However, the Green Alternative crosses several MWRD
parcels that are currently leased to industrial corporations. Correspondence has been sent to
these companies to begin discussions about accommodating a trail on their lease. However, no
written correspondence has been received from any of them as of yet. Obtaining the
easements and agreements will be crucial to the success of this project.
With the likely use of federal funds at some point with this project, the ROW acquisition will be
required to follow IDOT and FHWA procedures. In the case of easements, appraisals will need
to be performed on the parcels and the acquisition of the parcels will need to be done by IDOT
approved negotiators. If negotiations on the acquisition fail to come to an agreement, the only
option for the agency will be to proceed with condemnation of the parcel. It should be noted
that based on IDOT and FHWA procedure, discussions can occur with property owners at any
time, however, no monetary offer can be made prior to the completion of Phase I Engineering.
For the MWRD parcels that are currently leased, it will be imperative that there be an
agreement between the leaseholder and the local agency to allow the trail to be located within
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their leased parcel. Additional fencing and other measures to ensure security will likely be
required by the leaseholders. Without such an agreement for every currently leased parcel, the
Green Alternative between Roberts Road and the Summit Boat Launch is not a viable option.
Lease Agreements will also be required from the CN and IHB Railroads for either alternative. In
general, as long as the proposed structure spans over the entire railroad right-of-way, railroads
have been supportive of such agreements. In the case of the Green Alternative and the
utilization of the existing culvert along the G2 to G3 segment, there is a possibility that the CN
Railroad will not allow the trail to use, let alone modify the existing culvert for trail use. If that
holds true, the Jocare Alternate would be the only viable option to cross the CN tracks for the
Green Alternative.
It should be noted that IDOT requires a minimum 20 year lease agreement. ComEd has been
aware of that requirement and has been issuing agreements that meet that requirement for
the last several years.
Cost Estimate
Preliminary construction cost estimates based on current construction prices have been
prepared for both the Green and Red Alternatives. The detailed estimates are included in
Appendix D. The estimates include the construction cost as well as the Phase 1, 2 and 3
Engineering costs. The one cost not shown is the estimate cost of land acquisition. A summary
of the estimated costs are as follows.
Phase 1
Cost
Justice – Green $761,000

Phase 2
Construction
Cost
Cost
$457,000 $7,610,000

Phase 3
Total
Engineering Cost Estimated Cost
$761,000
$9,589,000

Justice -Red

$804,500

$483,000 $8,045,000

$804,500

$10,137,000

Bedford Park –
Green
Bedford Park Red
Summit Green
Summit – Red

$639,000

$304,000 $6,390,000

$639,000

$7,972,000

$229,000

$137,000 $2,290,000

$229,000

$2,885,000

$249,000

$149,000 $2,490,000

$249,000

$3,137,000

$386,000

$230,000 $3,860,000

$386,000

$4,862,000

Detailed cost estimates for the Phase 1 (Preliminary Engineering) and Phase 2 (Design
Engineering) have not been derived. However, they typically are 10% and 6% of the
construction costs respectively. The Phase 1 Engineering cost for the Green Alternative is
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estimated at $1,649,000 total. The Phase 1 cost for the Red Alternative is estimated at
$1,419,500.
It should be noted that the costs listed above are the total estimated costs. Since this project is
included on the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning’s 2016 Regional Greenways and
Trails Plan, is a multi-agency project, and completes a gap in a major regional trail and the
regional trail network, there is a reasonable chance that this project would receive federal
funding. Typically, federal funds such as CMAQ and ITEP would cover 80% of the design
engineering and construction costs. STP funds could be available to cover the preliminary
engineering cost. Therefore, the local agency’s share of the project costs is typically only 20%
of the total cost. In addition, other funding sources through agencies such as the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources may be able to be utilized to reduce the 20% local share even
further.

STAKEHOLDER AND PUBLIC MEETINGS
At the onset of this study, representatives from CMAP and the participating local agencies met
to discuss stakeholder and public involvement for this study. Agencies and organizations that
were identified as potentially having an interest in the project and its outcomes were invited to
be a part of the steering committee or the key stakeholder group. The agencies and
organizations that participated in the development of this study as steering committee
members or key stakeholders include the following.
• Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP)
• Village of Justice
• Village of Bedford Park
• Village of Summit
• Village of Willow Springs
• Southwest Conference of Mayors
• Central Council of Mayors
• South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association
• Illinois Department of Transportation
• Cook County Division of Transportation and Highways
• Illinois Department of Natural Resources
• Forest Preserve District of Cook County
• Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago
• National Park Service
• Active Transportation Alliance
• Canal Corridor Association
• Hoefferle-Butler Engineering, Inc. (Engineers for the Village of Bedford Park)
• Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad
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The roles and responsibilities of the Steering Committee consisted of attending meetings,
sharing knowledge and expertise as it relates to the project, provide comment on the possible
alternatives, disseminate information to others, review the final plan, and help build support
for the project.
The first stakeholder meeting consisted
primarily of a workshop where the
attendees reviewed maps of the
corridor and discussed issues and
obstacles that the plan could face.
Possible concerns were listed and
discussed. The attendees then drew
potential routes onto the maps based
on the discussions and information
provided.
At the second stakeholder meeting,
Terra Engineering led a review of the
existing conditions along the corridor as identified during their site visits and research they
conducted. The route alternatives were reviewed and comments were received from the group
on each possible alternative.
The third stakeholder meeting reviewed the two possible alternatives that were identified by
Terra. Potential obstacles for each alignment were identified and discussed with suggestions
and alternatives discussed. After reviewing the two alternatives that were presented, the
consensus was that both alignments should be pursued over a period of time with the Green
Alternative being the first to proceed.
A Public Meeting was then held to present the findings and recommendations of the study.
Meeting notices were published in the Southtown Newspaper and several other electronic
publications. A copy of the draft Corridor Report was available for viewing. In addition, exhibits
depicting the proposed trail alignments was also presented.
Summaries of the meetings are included in Appendix E.
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RECOMMENDATION
With the presentation of the two alternatives to the project stakeholders, it was the consensus
of the stakeholders that both the Red and the Green Alternatives were desired but that the
initial alternative to be pursued is the Green Alternative. Both alternatives meet the goal of the
project. However, the Green Alternative was felt to better address, and achieve, both the
primary goal and multiple other objectives of the project, including completion of the gap,
while staying as close to the waterways as possible and providing connectivity to the adjacent
neighborhoods.
As the project moves forward, there may be opportunities to combine portions of each
alternative. There are two locations along the corridor where the Green and the Red
Alignments meet up or run parallel to each other. The first is along Archer Avenue between
Heather Trail in Justice and Roberts Road in Bedford Park. The second is a connection between
the Green and Red Alignments along Lawndale Road in Justice. Therefore, as an example,
should there be difficulties in obtaining permission from a leaseholder on the Green Alignment
within Bedford park, it is possible to utilize the Red Alignment between Roberts Road and
Lawndale Road. It is details such as these that would be investigated during Phase I
Engineering. However, at this time, the preferred consensus is the Green Alignment from
beginning to end of the corridor.

NEXT STEPS
With the completion of this Corridor Study, the next step would be to proceed with Phase I
Engineering. With the information provided in this study, sufficient data and analyses exist to
advance this project to Phase I Engineering. Two options exist on how to proceed with Phase I
Engineering. One option is to break up the Phase I Engineering into three separate studies;
essentially one for each agency. The second option is to have it cover the entire corridor from
end to end. With Phase I Engineering, two items in particular are required before the project
can move forward. A purpose and need for the improvement along with logical termini. The
purpose and need are self evident. With one Phase I study that covers the entire project, the
logical termini would easily be approved by IDOT and the FHWA in that there would be direct
connections to existing regional trails at either end of the corridor. Another advantage to
having one Phase I study is that larger, regional trails involving multiple agencies seem to be
able to secure federal funds easier than shorter, local trails.
Should it be the desire of the participating agencies to proceed with one Phase I study, an
Intergovernmental Agreement can be approved by each agency that would specify the working
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arrangement between the agencies including funding of the local share. Applications can be
submitted through the Central Council of Mayors that would fund the Phase I Engineering with
federal dollars. STP dollars would be the likely source of federal funds for such a study since
CMAQ and ITEP dollars are now restricted to Phase II Engineering and construction. Certainly,
once Design Approval is received for Phase I Engineering, many new avenues become available
to fund future phases of the project.
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