CALL FOR PROJECTS
CMAP Local Technical
Assistance Program
and RTA Community
Planning Program

September 6, 2018

APPLICATION FORM
RTA Community Planning Program and
CMAP Local Technical Assistance Program
Deadline: Noon on Friday, October 26, 2018
This application form is online at www.rtachicago.org/
applications. You may submit the form by email to
applications@rtachicago.org. Please submit
one application per project as a PDF package.
Please avoid submitting multiple PDFs for the
same application.

Name:

Please list the members of the group (including
government and nongovernmental organizations):

Village of East Dundee
Applicant

Name:

Tyler Grace
Main Contact of Application

Title: Management

Analyst

Phone: 847-426-2822

Email:

tgrace@eastdundee.net

TYPE OF APPLICANT
(please check all that apply)

✔ Local Government
Multijurisdictional group*
Nongovernmental organization*
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*Applications submitted by multijurisdictional groups
and nongovernmental organizations must include
a letter indicating support from each relevant local
government. See the FAQs for more information.
Nongovernmental applicants are strongly encouraged
to contact CMAP or the RTA prior to submitting their
application to discuss their project and the demonstration of local support.

1. Project Location. Please provide a brief description of the location of your project. You may include a map if
that helps to describe location, but this is not required. If your project helps to implement a past plan, please
include a link to that plan.

The proposed project is located along the eastern bank of the Fox River in East Dundee,
IL and includes over a half mile of riverfront parcels. These properties are currently under
a mix of private and public ownership and have long been identified as an asset to the
community and the surrounding areas in the Village’s past Comprehensive Plans, 2007
and 2014 Downtown Redevelopment Plans, and within the recently completed Strategic
Plan. The riverfront boasts pedestrian and highway bridges, nearby access to the Fox
River Bike Trail, and direct access to the downtowns of neighboring communities.
2007 Downtown Redevelopment Plan:
http://www.eastdundee.net/pages/2007downtownredevelopment.pdf
2014 Update of Downtown Plan:
http://www.eastdundee.net/pages/2014downtownupdate.pdf

2. Project Description. Please tell us what you would like to do in your community, and what assistance is
needed. If you have more than one idea, please submit a separate application for each project. Please be specific,
but also brief (less than two pages per project idea)—we simply want to have a basic understanding of what
you want to do. For plan updates please tell us how you will be building upon (or replacing) the previous work.
Program staff will follow-up with you if we need any additional information to fully understand your proposed
project. (Please limit your responses to 6000 characters including spaces).

East Dundee’s riverfront has been underutilized for decades, despite its long recognized strengths.
While the riverfront has been a focus in the Village’s Comprehensive Plan, Economic Development
Plan, and most recently in the Village’s 2007 and 2014 Downtown Redevelopment Plan, a lack of
resources has lead to little direct planning for this sub-area of the Downtown. To that end, the Village
is requesting monetary and technical assistance to aid in the completion of a Fox River Corridor
Sub-Area Plan. The proposed project would seek to accomplish three primary objectives through the
development of a plan to redevelop the East Dundee riverfront: 1) Increase walkability within the
Village. 2) Create sustainable infrastructure that encourages a higher utilization and preservation of
the Fox River. 3) Lead to greater connectivity to assets such as the Fox River Bike Trail and the
riverfront downtowns of East Dundee, West Dundee, and Carpentersville. The proposed project
would become, in conjunction with a proposed redevelopment plan for the southern portion of the
project area, the stimulus for the successful redevelopment of the waterfront and completion of the
key objectives.
A primary objective of the proposed project is to increase the walkability of the Village. Currently, a
small portion of the project area contains a temporary gravel pathway that ends abruptly without
appropriate pedestrian safeguards. In addition, the gravel pathway allows only for foot traffic and is
unsuitable for bikes, strollers, and is inaccessible to those with disabilities. As a result, the current
riverfront is disconnected from the Village’s downtown, Route 72 corridor, and the neighboring
communities. By more clearly identifying needed improvements, the riverfront can become more
closely integrated and encourage a higher level of health and vitality within East Dundee and the
surrounding municipalities.
As the Village moves forward with the redevelopment of its downtown and transportation corridors, it
is necessary to maintain a focus on the sensitivity of the Village’s abundant natural resources, while
utilizing the close proximity of these natural resources to promote environmentalism and a higher
quality of life. To that end, the second objective of the proposed project would seek to create
sustainable infrastructure that promotes the utilization and preservation of the riverfront. While a
portion of the riverfront was the focus of a stabilization project by the CMAP in 2003, the stabilization
of the entire riverbank needs to be considered as part of the overall river corridor plan. In conjunction
with bank stabilization, the project should also consider methods to maximize public engagement
with the riverfront, while acting to promote environmentally friendly practices among residents and
visitors. Ideally, the final river corridor plan should identify clear actionable items for public
engagement along the riverfront that create a greater awareness of sustainable household practices
such as pollution and waste reduction, green landscaping, and water conservation.
The third objective of the corridor plan would be to increase connectivity to assets both within the
Village of East Dundee and its surrounding neighbors. The northwest Fox River Valley is renowned
for its bike paths, natural open space, and its improved waterway. As the Village has transitioned
from a community with an industrial core to a largely residential area, connections to these resources
have been left undeveloped. With a proposed development of the intersection of Water Street and
Route 72 acting as a possible stimulus for the activation of the river corridor, East Dundee has an
excellent opportunity to closely study the possibilities for increasing connectivity to these resources
and to the neighboring downtowns. Connecting the riverfront to recent pathway development in
Carpentersville, Algonquin, and West Dundee allows the riverfront to not only act as a regional trail
way, but also as a natural, sustainable catalyst of economic activity between communities.
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2. Project Description (continued)

The final result of the proposed project, a Fox River Corridor Sub-Area Plan, is
expected to be immediately actionable. Of the thirteen parcels within the project area,
the Village currently possesses four. Combined, these four parcels account for nearly
60% of the riverfront space, making any corridor plan able to be implemented upon
creation. In addition, redevelopment plans for the southernmost parcel, which will
include a publicly deeded Riverwalk, is expected to go before the Board for approval
during the October 29th Board meeting. In addition to being in possession of over half
of the project area, the Village also has access to likely funding sources for the
implementation of the plan. Nearly all of the project area is located within a designated
TIF area that has experienced a significant increase in EAV, leading to available TIF
funding. Village wide EAV has increased approximately 44% since 2014 and this trend
is fully expected to continue as additional developments are underway and others are
nearing approval by the Village Board. The Village Board has also shown considerable
support for the redevelopment of the riverfront through inclusion of the project as a key
objective within the recently completed strategic plan. With the support of the Board,
accessible financial resources, and possession of important sections of the project
area, the proposed LTA project will be poised for success.
While the pieces for a redeveloped, sustainable use of the riverfront have been
gathered, a study of East Dundee’s section of the Fox River is needed to enable the
activation of the resources at hand. With the support of the LTA program, a completed
corridor plan can be the needed impetus for the redevelopment of the riverfront that
promotes healthy sustainable living, walkability, connectivity, and full utilization of the
waterfront.
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3. Additional Strategic Partnerships. Please list any additional partners you may want to include in this planning
project, and specify if you have made contact with them in advance of submitting this application. (Please limit
your response to 1400 characters).

PLAN CHARACTERISTICS
My project involves:
✔

The preparation of a plan.
Updating an existing plan.
Implementation of a previous plan.
My project has direct relevance to public
transit and supports the use of the existing
transit system.
M
 y project is not directly related to
transportation or land use, but addresses
ON TO 2050 and/or Invest In Transit in
other ways.

ON TO 2050 ALIGNMENT
(Please check all that apply)
Inclusive Growth
✔ Prioritized Investment

✔ Resilience

RTA INVEST IN TRANSIT ALIGNMENT
(please check all that apply)
Deliver Value on our transit investments
Build on the strengths of the transit network
Keep transit competitive
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